GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY 


Call No. H j 


D.G.A. 79. 






WORKS ISSUED BY 




THE DIARY 

WILLIAM HEDGES, Esq. 

( lUmtratlve Extracts frovi liccords,) 


5 S ^ ^ 


No. LXXY. 






SIR 5TREYNSHAM MASTER, KNT. 

GOVENOn OF FORT ST GEORGE (l677-81^ 


EROM A PICTURE BELONGING TO THE R EV P G, STREYNSHAM MASTER. M. A. 



THE DIABY 

OP 

WILLIAM HEDGES, Esq. 

UJ?TBnWA-RT>B SIB WIZLIAM HBDQBS), 

Dvnma his agency in Bengal ; 


AS WELL AS ON HIS VOYAGE OUT AND RETURN OYERF 


( 1681 - 1687 ). 




f V 

f'/r ^ 

■ l\li ‘- 

"v , 

ILLUSTEATED BY COPIOUS EXTRACTS FROM UNPUBLISHED- ‘ 

“S? *'•' 

RECORDS, ETC.. 

BY 

COLONEL HENRY YULE, R.E., C.B., LL.D., 

BRESIUEKT OP THE Ka.KI.DYT SOOIKTT. 


VOL. II. 


CONTAINING NOTICES REGARDING SIR WILLIAM HEDGES, 
DOCUMENTARY MEMOIRS OF JOB OHARNOCK, 

AND OTHER 


BIOGRAPHICAL AND MISCELLANEOUS ILLUSTRATIONS OP THE 
TIME IN INDIA. 


LONDON ; 

PKINTED FOR THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY, 

4, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, W.C. 



LONDON; 


WHITING AND OOWDANY, 8Aftt)INU STKNTKT, TilNCOLN's INN FINLDB. 


(mi-ri-:?'' 

i , 

A-C. T'; 


' r \> ■; t r • r ■' f ’ " "■• 




“> 9 


7 j ' kus' 




COUNCIL 


OP 

THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY. 


CoLOKEi< H. YITLE, B.E,, C.B., LL.D., PEPSiDKisrT. 

Majoe-Geneeal Sie henry RALWINSON, K.O.B., D.O.L., LL.D., P.R.S., 
AssOGIB EXRAira-EE DE L’INSTITUT 1>E FEAIfOE, VlOE-PEESIDBIfT. 

Lobe ABERDARB, G.C.B., P.R.S., late Pees. R.G.S. 

W. AMHURST T. AMHERST, Esq., M.P. 

JOHN BARROW, Ksq., P.R.S., E.S.A. 

WALTER DE GRAY BIROH, Esq., P.S.A. 

Rear- Admiral LINDESAY BRINE. 

EDWARD BURNS JONES, EsQ., A.R.A., D.O.L, 

The Earl op DUOIE, P.R.S. 

OBOIL G. S. EOLJAMBE, Esq., M.P. 

ALBERT GRAY, Esq. 

R. H. MAJOR, Esq., P.S.A. 

CLEMENTS R. MARKHAM, EsQ., C.B., F.R.S, 

Admiral Sib ERASMUS OMMANNEY, C.B., F.R.S. 

Lord ARTHUR RUSSELL. 

ERNEST SATOW, Esq., C.M.G., Minister Resident at Bankok. 

S. W. SILTER, Esq. 

The Lord STANLEY op Aldeblbt, 

Sir CHARLES WILSON, R.E., K.O.B., K.C.M.G., F.R.S., D.C.L., and LL.D. 


E. DELMAR MORGAN, Honorabt Secretary. 




CONTENTS OF THIS VOLUME. 


Preface to the Illustrations of the Diary of Sir William Hedges, p. 11. 

Errata and Addenda, p. 16. 

List of Plates in this Volume, 

Biographical and other Illustrations of the Diary ; 

PART I.— NOTICES REGARDING SIR W. HEDGES, 

Eamily and early career, p. vii-viii. Elected to Court of E.I. Company, ix. 
Appointed Governor in the Bay of Bengal, ix seqg^. Note on the scanty salaries 
given by the Company down to middle of last century, x-xii. Company’s in- 
judicious dealing with their servants, xh-xv* Their instructions to Hedges, 
xv-xvii. Circumstances of his dismissal, xvhi-xxii. Schemes for coming to 
open quarrel with the Mahommedan power, xxii-xxiv. Personal history of 
Hedges, his wife and children, xxiy-xxv. Dates of his travels homeward, xxv- 
xxvi, Eemaining facts to his death, xxvi-xxviii. Posterity, xxviii. Character, 
xxix. Prevalence of low tone among the early servants of the Company, xxix- 

XXX. 

A'p'pendices, 

A. —Genealogy of Hedges, xxxi-xxxiii. B. — Memorials at Stratton and Wan- 
borough, xxxiii-xxxvi. C. — Ext. from Register in Office of Arms, xxxvii. D. — 
Will of Sir W, Hedges, xxxviii. e.— Letters from Hedges to Sir H. Johnson, 
sen., xl-xHv. 

PART II.— DOCUMENTARY MEMOIRS OP JOB CHARNOCK. 

Early service and favour gained from the Com’t of the E.I.O., xlv-xlix. 
Quarrel with Hedges, xlix. Schemes for acquiring a defensible settlement, xlix 
seqq, Chittagong indicated as the site to he acquired, li-liii. Quarrel with the 
Hindu merchants and Mahommedan authorities, liii seqq. Collision at Hugli 
and withdrawal of the English down the river, liii-lix. First establishment at 
Chatdnati (afterwards Calcutta), lix. Negotiations with Nabob’s people, ix-lxi, 

Gharnock and his people leave Chatdnati, storm Tanna, burn ships at Bala- 
sore, Ixiv aeqq. Go back to Hijili Island and intrench there, Ixv seqq. Great 
mortality there, hostilities, and negotiations with Nabob’s people, Ixvi-lxix. 
Proposals to establish settlement in TJlabaria, but this abandoned for Chatdnati, 
Ixviii-lxxvi. Capt. Heath sent out with powers and new instructions, ixxvi- 
Ixxviii. Account by himself of his proceedings at Chittagong and Arakan, 
Ixxix-lxxxi. The whole Bengal establishment carried to Fort St. George, Ixxxi, 
Remarks by Charnock and the rest of the Council on Heath’s futile proceedings. 



8 


CONTENTS OF THIS VOLUME. 


Ixxxi-lxxxv. Charnock and tke Bengal Council return to the Hugli and for the 
third time settle down at Ohatanati or Calcutta, Ixxxvii. Death of Charnock, 
Ixxxyiii. His character, Ixxxix-xc. Extracts from Alex. Hamilton regarding 
him, xc. Unfinished letter regarding Charnock and the Bengal factories left 
at death hy Sir Jphn G-oldshorough, Commissary-General of the Company, 
xci-xciv. Some details regarding Charnock^s daughters, xciy-xcvi. Extracts 
showing the early mythical growth of the Charnock story, from Orme's Frag- 
merits and Mlliot's Malioynmedan HistorianSi xcvi-c. Chronology of the events 
which immediately led to the foundation of Fort William, c. 


PABT IH.'—NOTIOES OP VABIOUS PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE DIARY OP 
HEDGES, PROM INDIA OPPICE RECORDS AND OTHER SODRCES. 

Captain Alley, interloper, ci-cih. Samuel Anthony, ciii. Bichard 
Barker, John Beard, sen., ifj., civ. John Beard, juu., civ-cvii. Eogeb 
Bbaddyll, cvii-oix. Deonard Bray, cix. John Bridgeb, cix-cx. John 
Byam, cx. Allen Catohpoole, cx-cxii. Sir Josia Child, cxii-cxx. Charles 
Cross, cxx. Charles Cudworth, cxx. Nicholas Datbnant, cxx. Francis 
Davenport, cxxi. I’homas Davies, cxxi-cxxiii. Joseph Dodd, exxiii. Capt. 
Dorrell, cxxiii-cxxv. Egbert Douglas, cxxv-oxxix. Francis Ellis, cxxix- 
exxx, Eevd. John Evans (afterwards Bishop of Bangor), cxxx-cxxxii, Charles 
Eyres or Eyre, cxxxii-cxxxvii. William Fitzhugh, cxxxvii. Sir John Gayer, 
cxxxvii-civ. Sir John Goldsboro ugh, clv-clx. Sir Thomas Grantham, 
clx'clxxxv. William Gyppobd, clxxxv-oxo- Thomas Haggerston, cxc- 
cxciv. James Harding, cxciv-cxcv. Samuel Harvey, cxcv. Capt. William 
Heath, cxcvi. Sir Charles Hedges, cxcvih Egbert Hedges, cxcvii- 
cxcix. George Heron or Herron, cxcix. Thomas Hill, ib. Wm. Jear- 
SEY, cxcix-cc. Sir Henry Johnson, sen., co. Sir Henry Johnson, jun., 
cci'ccii. William Johnson, aciii-ooiv. Capt. Lake, cciv. Samuel Langley, 
cciv. Nathaniel Lettbn, ccvi. Sir Edward Littleton, ccv-ccxxii. 

Sir Streynsham Master, coxxii-cclv. Samuel Meverell, ccivi. Bi chard 
Mohun, cclvi-cclvii. Henry More, cclvii. John Nayler, ih, Fytghe 
Needham, colvii-cclyiii. Littleton Needham, oclviii. John Nicks and 
Mrs. Nicks, cclviii-cclxi. 

Jeremiah Peachey, celxi-cclxx. Thomas Pounsett, cclxx. James 
Bavenhill, cclxx-cclxxif Capt. Thomas Baynes, cclxxi-cclxxiii. John 
Bichards, cclxxiii-cclxxiv. Sir Jeremy Sambrooke, cdxxiv-colxxxiii. James 
S owDON, cclxxxiii. Henry Stanley, cclxxxiii-cclxxxiv. John Thomas, 
cclxxxiy-cclxxxv. John Thbeder, cclxxxv. Bichard Trenchpeild, celxxxv- 
cclxxxix. Capt. Henry Udall, cdxxxix-ccxc. ..(Sir) Mathias Vincent, 
ccxc-ccxcii. Elihu Yale, ccxcii-ccxciv. 

Addenda to Part IIL 

Capt. Arbuthnot, coxov. Bogbr Bbaddyll, ecxcy-cexcvi. Thomas 
Davies, ccxcvi-ccxcvii. Capt. B. Dorrill, ccxcvii. Bevd. John Evans, 
ccxcvii-ccxcix. Sir John Goldsborough, ccxcix. (Sir) Bichard Gough, 
coxcix. Sir Thomas Grantham, ccc. Samuel Gbippith, cco. Wm. Gyp- 
pobd, ccci. Samuel Harvey, ccci. T. Haggerston, ccci-cccii. Sir George 
O xiNDEN, cccii-ccciii. Sir Jeremy Sambrooke, ccciii. Biohard Tbench- 
PEiLD, ih. 



CONTENTS OF THIS VOLUME. 


9 


PART IV. —MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 

No. 1. “ A Letter from Suratt in India, giving an acco“: of ye: Manners of 
ye: Enolish Factors, &ca., their Way of Oivill Converse and Pious Comport- 
ment and Behaviour in these Partes,” dated at the end from ** Bombay Jan- 
uary 18: 1671” (i.e., N.S. 1672). In the handwriting of Stbeynsham Master, 
pp. ccoiv-cccxviii. 

No. 2. Morals of Calcutta ; being extract from a letter written about 1702 by 
the Eevd. Benjamin Adams, chaplain there, pp. cccxviii-ccoxx. 

No. 3. Dr. Bulkley, Naturalist, Letter from him to Mr. Charles Dubois, 
p, cccxx-cocxxi. 

No. 4. Cyclone Wave at Masulipatam in 1679, cccxxii-cccxxiii. 

No. 5. Certain Papers written by, or connected with, Henry Gary, cccxxiii- 
cccxxviii. 

No. 6. PuLO CONDOBB. Containing (a) Mr. Allen Gatchpoolo's report on 
the Island after its first occupation (dated 8th July 1703) ; and (b, g, d, e) Letters 
regarding the Massacres of the English there in March 1705, cccxxviii-cccxlii. 

No. 7. “ (or a Medley). 

(A) . Letter from Andrew Oooan, 2nd of Council at Surat, dated Deer. 

24, 1634, with his views as to a right policy in India, ceexlii. 

(B) . Tourists in India. The Earl of Denbigh; Sir Henry Skipwith 

of Prbstwould ; Isaac Laurence ; Mr. Lembouro and the 
Hon. Mr. Goring; theBevd. Pratt Tyson, eccxliii. 

(C) . Letters connected with Sir John Gayer, omitted in Part iii, cocxlviii. 

(D) . Algernon Sidney, a Stockholder in the E.I. Company (1648), 

cccl, 

(E) . ‘‘ A Galilean Prospective Glass” (1651-2), cccli. 

(P). Use of the word Artist” (1657), 

(G) . First appointment of a Chaplain in India (1657-8)5 ib, 

(H) . Some notices of the Knoxes, once captives in Ceylon (1657 seqq.^^ ccclii. 

(I) . Gift of a Polyglot Bible, occliii, 

(J) , Application from Mr. Bichard Baxter (c. 1660), cccliii. 

(K) - Commission Extraordinary (1662-3), cccliv. 

(L) . Addendum regarding Sir Edward Winter’s proceedings at Madras 

(1663), ik 

(M) . Quis custodiat custodes ? ccclv. 

(N) . Instruction through the PORTUGUESE language, i5. 

(O) . Slaves and Slave-purchase, ccclvi. 

(P) . Commission from King Charles II, ccclvii. 

(Q) . Becapitulation of Mutinies in the Company’s Settlements, ik 

(R) . The Duty of a Soldier in Intrenchment-work, ik 



10 


CONTENTS OF THIS VOLUME. 


(S) . A vaiu charge condemned, ccclyii. 

(T) . Condemnation of new-fangled goods and names, ccclviii. 

(XJ). Qui s'ewcuse s^accusej ih. 

(V). How Tea should be packed, ib. 

W). Beception of Firmdn and Dress of Honour from the Great Mogul, at 
Bombay, January 1717-18, ccclix-ccclx. 



PEEF ACE 


TO 

ILLUSTEATIONS OF THE DIAKY OF STE WILLIAM 

HEDGES. 


In the Preface to the First Volume of this collection, containing 
the Diary itself, which was issued in 1887, I have explained how 
that work came into the hands of the Society, and how the 
editing of it eventually devolved upon my shoulders. 

In the process of seeking further information regarding the 
history of William Hedges,^ and of numerous persons mentioned in 
his Diary ^ I was led to make rather a wide and protracted search in 
the records of the India Office, as w’ell as elsewhere. The result has 
been the addition of two volumes of illustrations to the one of 
Diary. As to which element represents the bread, and which the 
sack, I will not venture an opinion ; but uncpiestionably a number 
of the extracts now furnished are of considerable interest. 

In one section (Part II) I have collected a variety of original 
documents concerning Job Charnook, the Founder of Calcutta, 
most of which I believe to be now published for the first time ; and 
the same may be said of the details given in Part III, regarding 
other individuals of less note. Among these may be specified Sir 
John Gayer, Sir John Goldsborough, Sir Thomas Grantham, Sir 
Stbeynsham Master, and Sir Edward Littleton, respecting none 

I For several important items regarding Hedges and his family, and for 
indication of some of the sources to be examined for others, I have to thank 
the active and most intelligent search at the British Museum Library made 
by my daughter, Amy Prances Yule. I have also to thank the Vicar of 
Stratton St. Margaret (the Revd. S. J. Crawhall) for his kindness in tran- 
scribing inscriptions, etc., at that place, which I have also myself since visited 
for further search. 
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of whom will anything be found in existing biogi'aphioal dictionaries, 
whatever may be the case hereafter. 

In Part IV have been assembled a variety of odds and ends 
which attracted my own interest whilst searching the records for 
more relevant matter. These complete Vol. ii. 

Vol. Ill mainly consists of (Part V) documents and extracts 
illustrating the career of Thomas Pitt, practically the founder of 
that illustrious family which produced, in two successive genera- 
tions, two of the greatest of English statesmen. He figures 
repeatedly in the Diary of Hedges as a resolute and defiant 
‘‘interloper”; and it was only with surprise and by slow degrees 
that I was enabled to ti’ace and establish the identity of this 
swaggering blade with that famous Governor of Fort St. Gteorge, 
who figures in peerages, pedigrees, and boohs on precious stones, 
in that dignified character only, and whose antecedent career seems 
till now to have remained totally unknown. This “ Documentary 
History of Thomas Pitt” appears to myself to be the most valu- 
able part of the present collection. 

Part VI relates to the early history of the Company's trade 
and settlements iii Bengal (or “ The BxVy”, as it was commonly 
styled in the 17th century). That history has been hitherto 
decidedly obscure, and in some respects mistaken. I have not 
been able to scatter all the obscurity, nor to substitute autliori- 
tative statements for all the doubtful ones ; but substantial contri- 
butions towards these results are made. 

Part YII enters into discussions regarding the oldest charts 
and topographical details of the Hugli Eiver. In this section I 
have been greatly helped by the valuable studies and experience 
of Mr. Barlow, through whom we obtained the MS. of the Diary} 

^ In the Preface to Vol. r, I too hastily expressed my belief that the MS. 
must have belonged at one time to the India House archives, and have been 
illegitimately disposed of. On further consideration I have come gi*eatly to 
doubt this — or rather to disbelieve it altogether. Considering the way in 
which Sir W. Hedges parted with the Company, there is no likelihood that 
he should have communicated the Diary to them ; and, indeed, the fact of its 
extending in isolated entries down to 1688, a year later than his return from 
India, and much longer since his dismissal, would be quite inconsistent with 
such a supposition (see Dlarij, pp. 147-8, and p. 249). 
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In developing the history of T. Pitt I was fortunate in finding 
his Indian letter-books among the Addl. MSS. in the British 
Museum Library. Without the help of these the notices of his life 
during his government would have been but meagre. 

I need hardly say that these extracts, especially from the India 
Records, have attained a bulk, and demanded an amount of time 
(spread over available hours for several years) which has vastly 
exceeded anything that was contemplated when I found the office 
of editor thrust upon me. But I trust at least that their publi- 
cation will justify itself in the eyes of our members by the 
novelty and interest of the collection as a whole. 

Indeed, it seems to myself that these old records are like the 
cauldrons at Camacho’s wedding ; one has only to plunge in a ladle 
at random to scoop out something valuable or ‘ .curious.'^ It has 
also been a sensible jileasure to me in this search to meet with the 
autographs of a large proportion of the persons mentioned by 
Sir W. Hedges ; and the facsimiles that have been prepared of 
many of these will be felt perhaps by others, as they have been 
felt by me, to bring us into closer contact with the personages of 
whom we read. 

I must not conclude this preface without expressing my grati- 
tude to the Revd. G. Streynsham Master, a lineal descendant of 
Sir Streynsham Master, Governor of Fort St. George (1677-8), 
for the kind liberality with which he has assisted me, not only by 
giving me a copy of his excellent unpublished work, ^'^ot^ces of the 
Family of Master^ etc. (1874), but by lending me two volumes of 
family letters and other papers of great interest, and a portrait of 
Sir Streynsham, from which the frontispiece of this volume has 
been derived.® 

1 I see no ladle’, ausw^ered Sancho. ‘ Stay’, quotli the cook, ^Heaven save 
me, what a helpless varlet 1 ’ So saying, he laid hold of a kettle, and sow sing 
it into one ot the half-jars, he fished out three pullets and a couple of geese, 
and said to Sancho : * Eat, friend, and make a breakfast of this scum, to stay 
your stomach till dinner-time.’ ” {Don Quixote, Part ii, ch. xx.) 

2 It may he observed that though there were no orders of the Star of * 
India, or of the Indian Empire in those days, knighthood seems to have been 
rather profusely bestowed on servants of the Company. Of those whose 
acquaintance we make in these volumes the following gentlemen received this 
honour: George Oxinden (1661); Edward Winter (1661-2) ; Jeremy 
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I have also to render cordial thanks to Lord Stanhope for 
allowing Kneller^s portrait of Governor Pitt at Chevening to be 
photographed on my behalf. For this favour I am indebted to 
the intervention of my valued friend George Scharf, Esq., C.B., 
Keeper of the ISTational Portrait Gallery, and, indeed, the photo- 
graphic negative itself has been his gift. The portrait, which 
forms the frontispiece to Vol. iii., is the onl^j^ one of T. Pitt that 
has ever been published.^ Lady Stanhope has also been kind 
enough to furnish some notes and memoranda regarding the 
history of the Pitt Diamond, 

Sambrookb (1681-2) ; Thomas Grantham (1682-3) ; Matthias Vincent 
(1684-5) ; John Child (Baronet, 1684-6) ; William Hedges (1688) ; John 
Goldsbobodgh (1691-2 ) ; John Gayer (1692-3 ) ; Edmund Harrison ^698); 
Streynsham Master (1698) ; Edward Littleton (1698-9) ; Charles Eyre 
(1699 ) ; Richard Gough (1714-15) ; Thomas Frederick (1721) ; fifteen in all, 
and probably one or two may have escaped me. 

1 Whilst this is passing through the press, I learn from Mr. Scharf that he 
has recently identified at Chevening a portrait of Pitt’s wife, of which I may 
perhaps also, through his kindness, be able to present a copy in Vol. ill. 


Wota bene ; 

In these illustrations, 1.0. stands for “ India Office”. 

0,0. Original Correspondence”) is the designation of a large collection, in 
the India Office, of the letters from India, extending from the early part of 
the I7th century to 1709, which were bound up in 72 volumes, apparently 
about 183 0-31. The letters are numbered, and arranged chronologically, but 
in the early volumes they are excessively sparse, and the whole series is full 
of gaps. 

The Court Boohs quoted contain very brief minutes of the matters that 
came before the Court of Committees” of the E. I. Co. The Letter Boohs 
contain copies of the public letters and instructions written by the Court to 
their presidencies, factories, and ship-commanders, etc. They form one of 
the fullest and most consecutive sources of information, 

AdcIL MSS.” indicates the so-called Additional MSS. in the British 
Museum Library. 

These have been the chief sources of the documents used ; but the Will 
Office at Somerset House, the Record Office, and the Heralds’ Office, have 
also been visited, all of them several times. 


H. YULE. 
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PABT I. 

P. xi. Under tte heading ‘‘Servants’ Wages”, “SGrualoes”, wMch I have 
interpreted “ Cowherds”. This is the proper meaning of the word. But I find 
it was in those days a common title for palankin-hearers, who probably in some 
parts belonged to the G/wdld or cowherd caste. The author of an anonymous 
MS. of about 1680, belonging to Mr. Eliot Howard, which I have been allowed to 
see, says ; “ Vpou a journey they (the bearers) goe 8 for the relieveing of one 
another, they are called Gwalas, and will carry one 40 miles per diem w^**: noe 
great difficulty.” 

Under the same heading, “ Hands of Musuk” must refer, I think, to the water- 
carriers, bringing water in a “ mussack” (masTialc) or goat-skin, but I cannot 
explain the idiom. 

P. xxxiv. Last line: “In agro Belgarum.” The territory of the Beiges 
extended from the Bristol Channel to Winchester. 


PABT II. 

P. xly. Line 4. It is no longer true, since the issue of Vol. x. of the National ^ 
Dictionary of Biography, that Job Oharnock figures in no Biographical Dic- 
tionary. 

p. xlvii. Note. Singee- The identification of this place will be found at p. 
ccxli, note 1. 

P. Iv. End of first paragraph. Patellas and Booras are described, with rough 
drawings, in the MS. of c. 1680 quoted above : 

The Patella. The boats that come down from Pattana with Saltpeeter or 
other goods, built of an Exceeding Strength, and are very flatt and burthenaome” 
(also see Rural Life in Bengal, p. 6). The Boora . . . “being a very floaty 
light boat, rowings with 20 to 30 Owars, these carry Salt Peeter and other Goods 
from Hugly downewards, and some trade to Dacca with Salt ; they also serve for 
tow boats for ye Ships bound up or downe ye Biver.” 

P. lx. Near bottom. “ MuUick Bourcoordarf This name or title is, I appre- 
hend, Barhhwurdar, “Prosperous.” 

P. Ixxxviii. Note 3. Walter Hamilton, the author of that most valuable of 
the older Gazetteers, A Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Description 
of Hindostan (1820), I find, gives the correct year of Chamock’s death. 
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P. xci. Note 3. '*Sea Orowle^” must have been Sankril, below the present 
Botanic Garden (see VoL in., p. coxv). 

P. xcvii. Line 12. ‘‘ Gheretty Garden'' On the position of this, below Ohan- 
demag^ore, see Vol. in., pp ccxvii-ccxviii. 

P. xcvii. Line 13. Surmaii't? Garden was on the left bank adjoining Kidder- 
poor ; see Vol. in., p, ccxv. 


PART III. 

Eor additional notices generally of persons treated under this section, see also 
Xndeiia under the respective names. 

P. cvii. Regarding BrAbdtll, see also pp. ccxcv-ccxovi, and many other 
brief notices in Pitt’s letters, under Braddtll in Index. 

P. cxii. For more about Oatchpoole see Papers as to Pulo Condore (pp. 
cccxxxviii seqq,), and in Part V (Index), 

P. cxx. Note, The reference should be to pp. oxxxviii-cxxxix. 

P. cxxii. For further notice of Davies see pp. ccxcvi-ccxcvii, and also Vol. 
in., p. cxciv. 

P. oxxviii. Note, To call cousin Essex” Pitt’s younger” daughter is 
erroneous (see Vol, in., p. clix). 

Pp. cxxx-xxxii. Respecting Chaplain Evans and his eventual episcopate, see 
pp. ccxcvii-xcxix, and Vol. iii., pp. Ixxix and Ixxxix, 

P. oxxixv. Note 2. Eyre quitted the Bengal Agency for England 1st Feby. 
1698-99 j retnrned as Sir Charles and President of Fort William, 26th May 1700 ; 
and left finally 7th January 1700-1 (Calcutta Diaries, indicated to me by Mr. F. 
C. Danvers, of the India Office), 

P. cxxxix. “The Oonsway,'* This was the corrupted name of the ship the 
capture of which by Avory made so much trouble for the English. 

P, 0x1. 2nd paragraph, 7th line from end. For “ 1508-9” read “ 1708-9.” 

P. clr. For more on Golbsbobough see p. ccxcix and references there. 

P. olxvii. “ Carmania Wool,” i.e. wool of Kerman ; the “Lapis Xutia” is of 
the same province, 

P. clxxxvii. “ The South Sea” or “ Seas.” In those days this expression was 
applied to the Indian Archipelago. 

P. clxxxviii. W. Gyfpobb. See p. ccci. 

P. cxciv. Haggebston. See p. ccci. 

P. cxcv. Habvbt. See p. ccci. 

p. 

P, coxxvi. I was not aware that this letter had ever been printed before. But 
it was printed (though not published) by the Revd. G. Stbeynsham Masteb in 
the work quoted at p. ccxvii, note. 
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P. ccxxxiv. Last words of note. For “ later part of this volume*' read Vol. 
iii, pp. ccv segf/.*’ 

P. coxl. Line 6, For '' Turminck” read ‘‘ Turmerick”. 

P. cclvi. For ‘‘Meveeelly** read “Meverell**. 

P. cclx. Line 4. Pingarey. This appears from the description and rough 
drawing of a ** Palanchino**, in the MS. quoted above under p. xi, to be a cover 
or canopy of scarlet or other broadcloth, spread over the palankin. The word 
must the canopy of a carriage”. See Molesworth's Marathi I>icL, 

p. 516. 

P. cclxxviii. Note 1, See, however, p. ccciii. 

P. cclxxxiv. 4th paragraph, line 2d. Gyngeelee.*’ The MS. recently 
quoted says : ‘‘ The Coast called Gingalee . . . beginneth at Point Gooba- 
WARES, the Entrance or South Side of the bay Corango” (i.e.j of Coringa) 
“ . . . and reacheth or extendeth it Selfe to the great Pagod, JnO: Gernaet** (!), 
The writer goes on, speaking of the abundant products in grain, etc., to say that 
the country also produced much oil and wax, the oil being chiefly of mustard 
seed, and sold all over India and the South Sea. This elucidates the name as 
from jmjalif Sesamum Indicum, for the seed and oil of which Gingelly” is 
the common trade-name. 

P. ccxcii. M. Vincent. Matthias Vincent was knighted in the year 1684-5. 

P. ccxciv. Other mentions of E. Yale occur in the Pitt correspondence— -yfde 
Index. 

P. ocxovii. Under Evans, line 6. For “ 1690-9*’ read “ 1690-91”. 

P. ccxcix. Bichard Gough. This gentleman also was knighted in 1714-15, 
and was M.P. for Bramber. He is ancestor of the Lords Galthorpe. 

P. ccciv. Line 6 from bottom. Dele comma after were”. 


a 
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PORTRAITS. 

PRONTISPIEOE. Portrait of Sir Stbeynsham Master, Governor of Port 
St. George (1677-1681), from a portrait by Charles B’Agar, in the possession of 
tlie Rev. G. Streynsbam Master, M.A. Eeproduced hxj Autotype Company. 

Opposite p. cxiii. Portrait of Sir JosiA Child. Prom a print in the 
B. Museum, by Yander Gucbt after J. Eiley. Eeproduced hj Autotype Company. 

Opposite p. cccxlv. Portrait of William PiELDiNa, first Earl of Denbigh. 
Prom a rare engraving by Yoerst (in the B. Museum), alluded to in the extract 
from Lodge at the page indicated above. Eeproduced hy Autotype Comxxany. 

The inscription below the print calls him ; ‘‘ The Eight Honourable William 
ffieldinff, Earle of Denbigh^ Vicount ffieldirig, and Baron of Neioenhamj 
Ambassador to the high and mighty King of Persea. 

A« 1031.” 

It seems very doubtful if Lord Denbigh went really as Ambassador to the King 
of Persia, though he did visit Persia between April 1632 and the end of that year. 
See Notes of a General Letter from Surat, at p. cocxlv. 


FAC-SIMILE AUTOGRAPHS. 

For reasons which it is hardly worth while to enter into, it has been desirable 
to place some of the plates of Vol. ii. in an order different from that which had 
been given in the numeration, printed off before the volume was made up. It 
may he added that, after several of the autographs had been traced and printed 
off, more valuable examples were found and made use of j hence duplicate 
specimens are presented in some instances. 

Opposite p. XX. Plate VI, Nos. 1 and 2. 

No. 1. Signatures of a letter from Mr. Hedges and the Council at Hugh 
to the Gonncil at Balasobe, dated 12th June 1683. India Office; O.C. 
No. 4048. 

No. 2. Signature of Capt. Thomas Pitt, from a letter to Mr, R. Edwards, 
Chief at Balasobe, dated October 30tb, 1679 (see Vol. iii.,pp. viii-ix). 
O.C. 4671. 
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Opposite p. xliv. Plate I. 

Letter from 'Wm. Hedges and lila fellow-passengers from England, dated 
in Balasojre Road, July ISfeli, 1682, announcing tlaeir arriyal, and tlieir 
commission, to tbe Chief and factory at Balasore (see Yol. i., p. 30). 
In I.O. ; O.G. No. 4830. 

Opposite p. Ixxxvi. Plate VIII. 

No. 1. Part of gener.il letter from Jon Charnock and the Council of the 
Bat to the Court, dated Madras, 30th September 1689 (see this Vol., 
p. Ixxxvi). O.C. No. 5680. 

No. 2. Signature of a letter from Captain William Heath to “Mr. 
fittchugh” (Pitzhugh), dated “Be/eacc, ye: 15th January 1684” (*5). 
O.C. No. 5299. 

No. 3. Signature of letter from George Herron, Hugli Pilot, etc. (see 
Vol. I., p. 74, etc., and Vol. iii., pp. cxcix, cc, cciv), to Mr.EiTZHUQir, 
of 21st April 1685. O.C. No. 5367- 

Opposite p. civ. Plate II. 

No. 1. Letter from Mr. John Beard, Second of the Factory at Huglf, to 
Mr, John Byam, Chief of the Factory at Balasore, dated “ Huglf, 
4th May 1683.” O.G. 4941 

No. 2. Signature of a letter from Mr, Robert Douglas, Surgeon (see pp. 
cxxY, seqti., etc.), to Richard Edwards, Chief at Balasore, dated 
« Huglt, May 17th, 1679”. O.C. 4010. 

No. 3. Signature of Mr, John Nicks, long Secretary to the Council at 
Fort St. Georo35 (see pp. cclviii, seqq.). From Docket of a Consul- 
tation at HOgli, Sept. 1679. O.C. 4657. 

No. 4. Signature of Mr. Richard Mohun, formerly of the Company’s 
Service on the Coast (see pp. cclvi-lvii), from letter to Richard 
Edwards, dated “Huglt, October the first, 1679”. 0*0. No. 4660. 

No. 5. Signature of John Thomas, of the Company’s service in the Bay 
(see p. cclxxxiv), from attestation of a Record of Consultation at 
Balasore Sept. 1679. O.C. No. 4647. 

No. 6. Signature of John Nayleb, dyer in the Company’s employment at 
KAsimbAzIr (see p. cclvii), from letter to R. Edwards, dated 25th 
April 1679. O.C. No. 4601. 

No. 7. Signature of Wm. Jearsey, formerly of the Council at Fort St. 
George (pp. cxcix-cc). 

Opposite p. cxxix. Plate IIL 

Letter from Job Charnock, Francis Ellis, and the Council of the Bay, 
to Mr. Wm. Fitzhugh and Council at Balasore, dated ITugly, 7th 
July 1686. O.C. No. 5509. 

Opposite p. clix. Plate 111b, 

No. 1. Signatures of Sir John GAYszi (pp. cxxxvii, seqq ) and Mr. George 
Weldon (pp. cxl-cxliii), to a general letter to the Court, dated Bombay 
Castle, October 3d, 1694. O.C. 5930. 

No. 2. Signature of Henry Gary (p. clxxiv and pp. cccxxiii, to a 

letter addressed to the E. I. Company, dated Bombay the II of 
February 167L O.C. No. 4314, 
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Opposite p. clxxii. Plate IX. 

Nos. 1 and 2 (the 2 is an error j these form but one piece). Letter from 
Sir Thomas G-bantham to Mr. John Child, President at Surat, 
dated November 11th, 1684 (seep, clxxii). The signature only is Sir 
Thomas Grantham’s, though all, or most, of his letters are in this hand- 
writing. 0.0. No. 5250. 

Opposite p. clxxviii. Plate IXb. 

No. 1. Letter from E. Kbigwin, Leader of the Bombay Mutineers, to Sir 
Thomas Grantham, dated November 15th, 1684, and signed “Your 
Claret Friend” (see p. olxxv). 0.0. 5257. 

No. 2. Indorsement of the said letter in the autograph of Sir Thomas 
Grantham. 

Opposite p. clxxxviii, Plate IV. 

Letter of Mr. William Gybborb, President at Fort St. George, to the 
Chief and Council at Balasore, dated from the ship Loyal ResoluHon 
in Balasore Eoads, 20th Angust 1684, announcing his arrival (to 
displace Mr. Hedges (see Vol. i., p. 156, and this volume, pp. clxxxv, 
seyd.). 0.0. No. 5184. 

Opposite p. cxciv. Plate V, 

No. 1. Signature of George Peacocks. From a Consultation of Hugli 
Council, 28th April 1679. 0.0. 4598. 

No. 2. Do. of Wm. Minchin. From letters from Gombroon, 2nd Deer. 
1680. 0.0.4709. 

No. 3. Do. of Wm. Sowdon. From letter to Mr. John Byam, Jan. 16th, 
1680-81. 0.0.4715. 

No. 4. Do. of Sir John Goldsborotjqh (see PI. xi in Vol. iii.). Letter to 
Mr. J. Byam and others, d. Jan. 4th, 1681. O-C. 4788. 

No. 5. Do. of John Bridger. Signature as Member of the Council at 
Ft. St. George, 9th Feby. 1681-2. O.C. 4802. 

No. 6. Do. of Fytche Nedham. Do. as Member of HiIglI Council, 25th 
March 1682. 0.0. 4814. 

No. 7. Do. of Thomas Haggerston. Do. from letter to Capt. PIenry 
Burton, dated Hugly, 24th August 1683 (see p, cxci). O.C. 4965. 

No. 8. Do. of William How. Do. from letter dated Mocha, May 26th, 
1687. O.C. 5599. 

No. 9. Do. of Thomas Hill. Do. from letter to John Byam and Council 
at Balasore, 10th July 1683, O.C. 4828. 

No. 10. Do. of the Eevd. John Evans, Chaplain at Hugli, and afterwards 
Bishop of Bangor and Bishop of Meath. Do. from letter to Mr. 
Edward Bead, Deer. 5, 1682 (see p. cxxxi). O.C. 4867. 

No. 11. Do. of John Byam, Chief of Balasore Factory. Do. from letter to 
Mr. E. Nevinson, dated Ballasore, 20th Jan. 1682, 0.0. 4890. 

No. 12. Do.* of Henry Stanley and Leonard Bray. Signatures attached 
to letter from HuglI Council, dated 24th July 1683, to Capt, Henry 
Udall. 0.0,4954. 
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Opposite p. cxciy. Plate V (mitmued). 

No. la Do. of Capt, Hei^by Udall. Do. to letter dated ‘‘Banook, 
Aug. 26, 1686’*. 

No. 14. Do. of Bichael OoTJan, of the Company’s Service in Bengal (after- 
wards Sir Bichard) as one of HuaLf Council, in letter to Mr. Fitz- 
Huan and Council at Balasobe, 10th Sept. 1684. 0.0. 5200. 

Opposite p. ccxxiv. Plate VII. 

No. 1, Letter from Stbeynsham Master, designate Governor of Port 
St. GEOBa-B, to Mr. B. Edwards, Chief at Balasobe, dated May 
23d, 1679. O.C,46ll. 

No. 2. Signatures of George Eoxceoet, Governor of Port St. George, 
and Jereisiy Sambbooke, Member of Council there, in a letter to Mr, 
PICHABD Smythies, dated “ Port St. George, Madbasspatan”, 
11th Septr. 1669. 0.0. 3343. 

Opposite p. ccJxxxii. Plate VIIb . 

Part of letter from Sir Jeremy Sambbooke to Governor Thomas Pitt, 
dated London, 5th February 1701 (see p. cdxxxii). B.M. Addl. MSS. 
22,851, f. 71. 

Opposite p. ccxo. Plate VI (Pigs, 3 and 4). 

Pig. 3. Signatures of Hedges and Council at KAsimbAzIb to a letter to 
Mr. Byam, dated 2d May 1683. O.C. 4941. 

Pig. 4. Signatures of (Sir) Matthias Vincent, (Sir) Edward Little- 
TON, and Pbanois Ellis, to a letter of TOglI Council to Mr. John 
Byam, dated 16th Peby. 1680-81. O.C. 4720. 

Opposite p. cccxxxvi, Plate X. 

Signature of Allen Catchpoole to a letter in Latin addressed to the King 
of Cochin China (it is of course a copy, but in his own writing), 
dated from Pulo Condobe, 5th April 1703. O.C. 8176. 
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I. 

NOTICES EEGAEDING SIR WILLIAM HEDGES. 

William Hedges, our Diarist, was born 21st October 1632, 
at Coole, CO. Cork. Ho, as well as his father and grandfather, 
are formally styled Lacy alias Hedges”. The great-grand- 
father was John Lacy, but under ^Yhat circumstances the name 
was changed to Hedges we have not been able to trace.^ The 
eldest son of John Lacy is styled William Lacy alias Hedges of 
Kingsdown in Wilts^ (1571-1646) ; and the third son of the latter, 
Robert Lacy alias Hedges of Yonghal, in Ireland, but also styled 
of Kingsdown, was born at Bourton, Berks, 23rd July 1604, died 
23rd December 1670, and was buried at Oloyne Priest, co. Cork. 
Robert married (1630) Catharine, daughter of Edward Wake- 
man, Esq., of Mythe in Gloucestershire, and their eldest son was 
William aforesaid. 

The first that vfo know of William Hedges’ career is that he was 
a ‘‘ Turkey merchant”, i,€., we suppose, in the service of the Levant 
Company. Some such circumstance may be gathered from obscure 
allusions in his Diary, and from the complacence with which he 
refers to his colloquial knowledge of Arabic and Turkish, and the 
impression which he represents these acquirements to have made 
at the Naw^b of Dacca’s court'-^ and elsewhere. But we also find 

^ There is no reference to the Lacies or Hedges either in St. George’s 
Visitation of Wilts (1623), or in Sir R Colt Hoare’s History of the County, 
The pai’ticulars above are chiefly derived from the genealogy given in 
Appendix A; hut some additional circumstances have been kindly supplied 
by Mr. Thomas Tuckey of Cork, who possesses a pedigree embracing other 
information. Mr. Tuckey writes: “Lacy is stated to be descended from the 
ancient and knightly family of Lacy of Cornwall. His wife’s name is not 
given, and I suspect his children were illegitimate.” 

^ Kingsdown is a property in the parish of Stratton. 

See (f.r/.) pp. 44, 45, 145, 191, 197. 
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evidence as to this passage of the Hedges biography in the Life of 
Sir Dudley North. In this we read : 

There was a celebrated house of factorage in Constantinople, of which 
Mr. "William Hedges was the chief. The business of this house had been very 
great, but for want of skilful accountants, aiid fitting conduct, it was lapsed 
into utmost disorder and confusion, and needed better workmen thair the 
i^reseut managers to recover it. Mr. Hedges, finding himself not capable for 
such a laborious work, was so wise as to pitch upon our merchant at Smyrna” 
{i.c., Dudley hforth), ^‘and accordingly invited him up to Constantinople, and 
to take a part in their ragion, or house. There were but two upon the place, 
Mr. Hedges, and one Mr. Palmer, as I remember his name was. These two 
had great interest, and large commissions from England, but our merchant 
very little, compared with theirs ; so that, in that respect, he gained enough 
by the change When he came up he found the factory in great dis- 

order. The estates of the principals, as well as of the house, trusted out in a' 
loose way, and the accounts unskilfully kept ; w'hereby, as the nature of such 
business is, they had been carried on into multiplicity of errors upon errors. 

The gentlemen of the house were in a miz-maze, and knew not how 

to take one step towards extricating themselves and their business, and, in a 
word, they were at their wit’s end At his first arrival he applied him- 

self to the business of the house, and wrought very hard to make himself 
master of it. And although Mr. PIedges was head of the ragion^ yet Mr, 
North fell into the whole direction and management ; and the other finding 
him, as he expected, intelligent, industrious, and successful, had the discretion 
to let him alone, and interposed not to give him any disturbance at all; which is 
more than can be said of the other partner after he was gone ; but of that in 
due place. There were divers persons of good value, as the dragomen, escri- 
vains, etc., who had dependence on the house, and advised that Mr. Hedges 

should quit the helm all at once to the new |>artner And once, one 

urging him upon this point a little closer, he only nodded towards Mr. North, 
and said, A'cc* il^padron, or ‘ There’s your Master T After that, finding wdio was 
master indeed, they behaved themselves with entire respect towards him. 
.... After Mr. Hedges came from (? to) England and left him, which w’as 
as soon as he saw his business advanced, and in a fair way to be wholly set 
light, Mr, North and Mr. Palmer continued the ragion at Constantinople.”'^ 

We have not found means of exactly fixing the time when Hedges 
was in Turkey. The Life of Dudley Norths however, states that 
when the latter “first went to Constantinople, the Lord Winchilsea 
was our ambassador there.” Now, it appears that Heneage Finch, 
second Earl of Winchilsea, went as Ambassador Extraordinary 
to Constantinople in 16G0, and left in July 1669.2 

^ Lives of the Norths, ii, 367-70. 

2 See Doyle’s Opoial Baronage of England, vol. iii, G85. 
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biography is correct, Hedges must have been there some time 
before 1669, and left it perhaps two or three years after that date. 

The next fact in his history that we gather is his election to he 
one of the twenty-four Committees”, as the Directors were then 
styled, of the East India Company,^ at a General Court of the Ad- 
venturers’^ (or Proprietors, as the later phraseology was), 16th April 
1681, Mr. Hedges had some connections or relations in the Court 
at this time, such as Sir Jeremy Sambrooke, who had married his 
sister, and Mr. Hathaniel Letten, who was also (it would appear) a 
connection : for a younger Nathaniel Letten, who was a factor in 
Bengal, is styled by Mr. Hedges My Cousin Letten”.^ Mr, Hedges’ 
name will be found (as Mr. Barlow has pointed out to me) in the 
list of names heading the dedication, dated 1st August 1681, of 
Egbert Knox’s famous Relation of the Island of Geylon, to the 
“ Eight Worshipf ul the Governor, the Deputy Governor, and F o iir and 
Twenty Committees of the Honourable the East India Company. 

The circumstances under which Mr. Hedges proceeded to India 
after he had been only a few months in the Direction of the Com- 
pany, are quoted at pp. 1-2, as they are stated, a little vaguely, in 
Bruce’s Annals. 

We find in the Court Boohs his first selection ^^to be Chief for 
managing all the Company’s affairs in the Bay of Bengal” on the 
3rd September 1681, at a Court held under the presidency of 

^ Bruce (quoted below, p. 2) calls Mr. Hedges "a member of their Committees 
(or what in modern times would be termed a Dhector),” hut this is not quite 
accurate. Each of the four-and-twenty was a “ Committee”, as appears from 
hundreds of entries in the Court BooTcs ; the word being used for an indi- 
vidual, as it still is in law terminology, e.y., for one apjjointed to act for a 
lunatic. What was under the United Company, at a later date, called the 
Court of Directors, is styled in the old records “ the Court of Committees”. 
But the use was tending to change, and the term Committee is also sometimeB, 
and increasingly towards the end of the century, used in the ordinary modern 
way, implying a plurality of members ; in fact the singular use was obsoles- 
cent. 

2 See pp. 162, 174. The name is in several passages printed ''Letter” 
owing to an error in the transcript used for the l>i‘css. 

» In the Court Booh of the same year are several references to Robert Knox, 
such as mention of gratuities bestowed on him, and of designs to employ him. 
And one of these takes effect in 1684 — in the shape of an appointment to com- 
mand the ship TonguiUj bound to Madagascai*, there to ship a cargo of negroes 
Lu' 8t. Plelcna ! 
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Sir JosiA Child, the Governor of the Company, On the 7th it was 
formally 

■ “ Resolved that Mr. Willm. Hedges who is elected to serve y' Comp*' in 
India doe proceed thither under the character of Governor and Superintend, 
of the Comp* affayros in y® Bay of Bengala, and that he he allowed 200£ per 
anil, salary, and 100^ per unmi’ gratuity, bo commence from y« time of Iiis 
arrival at the 

Two clays later (9th September) we find : 

Upon a second debate this day touching the regulating the Company’s 
affayres in the Bay of Bengala, and it being found by experience that many 
inconveniences have uccurretl since the factors in the Bay have been made 
subordinate to Fort Bt. George ; It is ordered that from henceforth the fac- 
tories of Hughley, Balltizore, Cassumbazar, Pattana, Decca, Maulda, and all 
other places of the Company’s Commerce in the Bay of Bengala, be a distinct 
Agency independent of the said Fort. And that Mr. Willm. Hedges, lately 
elected Governor and Superintendent of the Bay, be now elected Agent <jf 
the Bay.” 

The circimistaaces which led the Court to initiate this change are 
more distinctly indicated in the ‘‘Instructions” to Hedges, which 
we shall quote presently. The Company had to struggle at this 
time with at least three great sources of difficulty in the conduct 
of their aflairs : (1) The growing exactions of the native rulers and 
their subordinate officials : (2) The recently organised efforts of the 
“ Interlopers”, as they were called, to break through the Company’s 
monopoly, and share in the large pi‘ofits of their trade : but neither 
of these would have been so serious as the Company regarded 
theni but for : (3) the indiscipline and unfaithfulness of many of 
their own servants, over whom even wiser rulers would have found 
it difficult to exercise control at so vast a distance. Private trading 
by their servants was indeed recognised, and without such recog- 
nition the paltry salaries which they received would have been 
ludicrous. This in itself was bad enough as a system ; but other 

^ Amounts, such as we have seen assigned to Mr. Hedges, continued to be 
the rates of salary to the Governor of the Company’s establishments in Bengal 
till past the middle of the following century. The salary of a factor was at 
this time from d>20 to iJ40, and that of a writer .£10 a year. But it is impos- 
sible to say wbat the real incomes of any of tliese ranks were. Besides the 
privilege of x^idvate trading, much was made up from the allowances, for a 
variety of purposes, granted from the public funds. This may ho illustrated 
by a detail which I transcribed some years ago, from an India Office record, 
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recognised means by which the incomes of the servants wore eked 

out, such as defraying the cost of food, domestic service, convey- 

of the allowances received by ‘‘ the Honble. Adam Dawson, Esq., Pi'esident 

Governonr” in Bengal, in 1751 : 



“ Received out of the Cash — 


Old Sicca Rupees. 

As Salary, £200 per ann. 


... 1,600 

Gratiuty (tlOO) 


800 



2,400 

Batta, 12|- per cent. ... 


300 



2,700 

Received from the Buxey month! y- 

__ 


Diet money ... 

600 rs., /.r., per ann. ... 7,200 

Charges cattle 

124 

... 1,488 

hTuddea water 


288 

Wax candles ... 

83,, 10 ,, 

... ](,003„8 

Charcole 

8 

96 

Oil 

2 

24 

Mussaiil 


18 

IH re wood (this article 



deviates every month) 

215 

... 2,580 



12,697„8 

“ Merrants^ Wayes — 



3 Ghubdars ... 

12 

144 

8 Frosses {Le.-, Farrashen) 

11 

132 

6 Mussaulches 

12 

144 

1 Barber ... 


39„9 

2 Head Peons 

10 

120 

2 Flag Barers 


60 

Cookroom servants ... 

40 

480 

8 Gnaloes (Lc., Cowherds) 

IS 

216 

35 Peons 

87„8 

... 1,050 

4 Servants 

16 

192 

2 Washermen 


72 

7 Hands of Musuk {'{) ... 

164 

... 1,968 

Their diet 

100 

... 1,200 

9 eooleys 

16„0„3 

192„3 



6,009„12*^ 


Total amounts to ... 21,407„4 


Equivalent 

then to £2,676 

From an earlier record, the Establishments as sanctioned by the Court fur 

their Indian factories Jan. 7, 1657 {i.c., 1658 — see 

Court Book, under date) 

assigned to the President at Surat 

... ... £500 per annum 

if a person sent directly from 

L home; otherwise but ... 350 „ 

A + f,-,. _ 

... 

150 

1- ■■ ■ * . ■ or Third 

... 

100 

Warehouse Keeper or Fourth ... 



70 

Minister ... ... 


100 

Secretary 


40 „ 

Factors ... 


... each 30 „ 

Agents at Fort St. George, Bengal, China, and Bantam ... 100 „ 

Chiefs of Factories from £50 down to 



according to importance, etc. 
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aiice, etc,, at the Com2Dany’s ex];>ense, were almost equally sug- 
gestive of abuse ; and, as a matter of fact, in the letters of the 
Court, charges constantly recur of the exaction of unlawful and 
large commissions on the purchases made on the Company’s 
account j of priyate speculations made with the Company’s capi- 
tal ; and of what was worse than anything in their eyes, viz., that 
which is called in one of their despatches, ‘Hhe treacherous and 
unpardonable sin of Complyance with Interlopers.”^ 

It took another century to convince the Company that the only 
way, under the circumstances, to secure general fidelity was to 
give salaries such as justified them in denying to their servants 
all other sources of gain. But instead of themselves attempting 
to exercise a control, such as the distance rendered impractic- 
able, the obvious suggestion was to exercise that control through 
a well-selected, trusted, and w^ell-paid delegate, upon the spot. 
Some such notion was presumably in the mind of the Company’s 
leaders in appointing Mr. Hedges to Bengal. But as the event 
proved, he was not well selected, he was not tlaisted, nor was he 
well-paid. Hardly any man a2)poiuted to high place in India, 
at this period, continued for more than the briefest space to retain 
the confidence of the Court. Thus Sir William Langhornb, 
Stbeynsham Master, William Gypford, and Elihu Yale were 
successively appointed to the government of Fort St. George, 
with every expression of confidence, but were successively super- 
seded, and visited with unmitigated censure, sometimes, as in the 
case of Master, with constantly recurring and virulent disparage- 
ment. Thus, too, Hedges was started with assurance of trust ; but 
before long the feeling of the Court was against him ; and within 
less than two years of his departure for India his dismissal was 
ordered. The most important basis of criticism on the acts of 
their Agents seems to have been the private correspondence which 
members of the local Councils carried on with the Governor of the 
Company, or wdth other influential members of the Court at home. 
Previous to the appointment of Hedges, the factories of “the Bay”, 
of Bengal, had been in subordination to Fort St. George ; and 

1 Court’s letter to Agent and Council in the Bay of Bengal, of 20th Septein- 
ber 1682. 
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the Agent and Governor there had been directed to exercise per- 
sonal supervision. Two attempts, apparently, at this had been 
made, both of them by Streynsham Master, first when designated 
to succeed as Governor of Fort St. George, in 1676, and again, 
when actual Governor, in 1679. But so little was the Court satis- 
fied with the conduct of affairs on the latter occasion, that Master 
was removed from office, and for months afterwards, as we have 
indicated, he is never mentioned without strong censure and un- 
reasonable condemnation. Both in his case and in that of Hedges, 
it seems possible to trace in the correspondence that, whatever 
their deserts may have been, the instrument of their downfall was 
the private correspondence of subordinates, such as we have 
alluded to, and especially, we must suspect, that of the memor- 
able Job Charitock, the eventual founder of Calcutta. 

We have said that Mr. Master is strongly censured, but even 
much stronger and more virulent is the condemnation poured 
upon Matthias Yinoent, who was Chief of Hugh factory and of 
the Bay, when Hedges was appointed. He is thus spoken of in 
one of the letters to Hedges and his Council, sent soon after the 
arrival of the new Agent in India.^ The letter says, with reference 
to a suggestion for doubling the stock (or capital) assigned to the 
Bay-trade, that the Court had not attained that full confidence 
in all the Chiefs and factories of the Bay which would justify such 
a step, though in a few years they might be led to it : — 

By your good conduct and examples, after you have weeded out those 
wicked men and (the) vicious habits, which the ill example, partiality and 
avarice of our late Chiefe and Councill contracted among them, such as Ms 
ungodly taking of DustureCj his giving Dusticks to the Natives, to the endan- 
gering the Company’s privilidges, his and Mr. Littleton’s bribing of Agent 
Masters, his abominable sinful forcing of his own tutinachf Long Pepper, (and) 
Copper, in lieu of the Company’s ready money, while the Company’s goods 
lye unsold in their Warehouses; his partiality to Factories where the Chiefs 
were his own creatures ; his contrivance to get Mr. Charnock out of his Chief- 
ship at Casumbazar ; his riotous and expensive way of living ; his depreciating 
all Factoiues where the Chief would not serve his interest to the Company’s 
damage ; his connivance at the base sorting the Company’s goods, and check- 
ing such as would hold the merchants to their Musters ; and his odious in- 
fidelity in countenancing Interlopers.”^ 


1 Dated 20th September 1682. 

2 Letter to Bengal, as quoted above. In I. 0. 
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More to like effect will be found under Yincent’s name in 
the Illustrations, Pt. III. 

On the 14th September 1681, an order of the Court permits 
Mr. Hedges “ to take with him his wife, three children, and tliree 
maid-servants, in Captain Heath's new ship, he paying the charge 
of their transportation.” On the same day the instructions pre- 
pared for Mr, Hedges are referred to the Committees for con- 
sideration. This paper is further considered by the Court on the 
3rd October, and it is then ordered 

^‘Tliat it be 3‘ef erred to Sir Joseph Ashe, Sir S. Baunahdiston, and Mr. 
Ward, to aduise with Sir Wm. Jones about the seueral clauses in the In- 
structions .... and in the letters prepared to be written to the Agent and 
Goimcill at Foi't St. George, and to receiue his” (Le., Sir W. Jones’s)" opinion 
in writing,”^ 

On the 28th September the securities tendered for Mr. Hedges 
are approved, viz., four of .£500 each. The four gentlemen are 
Nathanael and John Letten, Nicholas and John Yanacker, of 
whom more hereafter. Under the same date Mr. du Bois and Air. 
Hedges are desired to procure musters (samples) of all sorts of 
cotton- wool most in demand in England, and to inform them- 
selves to the best of their ability regarding the nature of the 
cotton-wool in Bengal.^ 30th September, Air. Hedges is authorised 
to procure a supply of wine, and a chest of medicaments for the 
use of the Hugh factory. 13th October, it is ordered that appli- 
cation bo made to the Secretary of State for H.M.^s letters 
commanding all persons in the Bay of Bengala to obey Air. 
Hedges. On the 14th Air. Hedges receives permission to retain, 

as a cook for dressing diet in the Factory at Hughly”, a certain 
Frenchman, one of twelve soldiers designed for Fort St. George, 
who go out in the ship with him. 4th November, permission is 
granted to Air. Hedges to ship, freight-fee, 13,000 dollars, 600 
ounces wrought plate, and several jewels belonging to his wife. 

* Sir William Jones was successively Solicitor-General (1673), and Attorney- 
General (1675-79) ; resigned 1679 ; died 1682, 

2 Two years later, the Court, in a despatcb to Fort St, George (21st Decem- 
ber 1683), drop tlie notable observation : " Cotton yarne is growiie a noble 
commodity, of which Wee sent our President a pattern . . . and it is a brave 
commodity to fill up our .ships.” . . . 
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On the 18th November it is ordered that the Commission 
granted to Mr. Hedges should embrace, as his associates in the 
Council at Hugh, Mr. Job Charnogk, Mr. John Beard, Mr. John 
Eighards, Mr, Francis Ellis, Mr. Joseph Dodd, and Mr. William 
Johnson. 

With the first, second, and fourth of these, as we shall see, Mr. 
Hedges came into constant collision, and in the end they proved 
too much for him. 

We now transcribe the more important parts of the Instruc- 
tions. 

‘Instructions to William Hedgks, elected Agent {uul Governour of 
the English East India Companies affairs in the Bay of Bengala, and other 
Factories now or lately Subordinate to our Chief and Council of the Bay, 
usually resident at Hughly, vizt. Ballasore, Cassambuzar, Maulda, Decca, 
Pattana, etc. And to all and every of our Councils in the sevei-all Facturie,s 
in the Bay — 

“ The occasions of our electing and Sending the said William Hedges, Esqr. 
under the Character of Agent at this tyme, are such as these following: 

“ 1st. The injury done us and Mr, Charnock in Keeping him a year or more 
out of that employment We had appointed him unto. 2dly. The Shamefull 
negligence of our Chief and Council in retarding our Shipping so long as to 
hazard their i)RSsages about the Cape and loss of their passage this year. As 
also in not sending us either letters or Invoices by the Ships last year, or the 
Samx>son now arrived, Sdly. The suspected infidelity of Mr. Vincent our late 
Chief and others, in abetting, adviseing, or conniveing at the Late Interloper 
which loaded in the Bay. 41y. The retarding of our Accompts in the Bay so 
long. That for want of them to enter into the Coui't Bookes, We are deprived 
this year of our Bookes of Accompts from thence likewise. 51y. The Strange 
neglect of our Orders in the Bay, in not making Seasonalde and full provision 
of Raw Silk in such large quantitie.s as from tyme to tyme Wc have directed. 

“ 1. Now the duty of you our Agent, God sending you to arrive in the Bay, 
and of our Councel, is to follow from time to time all such Orders and direc- 
tions as you shall receive from us or any Thirteen of uh, The Governour or 
Deputy for the time being, being one. An<l in the finst place Wee do require 
you with all possible Speed immediately upon our Agents arrivall in the Bay 
to seize upon the person of Mr. ^Matthias Vinoi-INT our late cheif in the Bay, 
and send him forthwith a prisoner on board the Ship Defence, Capt. FIeath 
commander, where lett him remain under Safeguard in Charge of the Capt., 
having all convenient accommodations, but no permission to return on Shore 
in India, upon any jjretence or cause whatsoever untill he be landed in 
England, to the End he may be brought hither within the reach of his 
]\rajestie.s Lws, and according to his Majesties Charter, to an.swer to the 
Keverall breaches of his trust and other notorious abu.ses committed by him.*’ 

2 . (To seize bis books, papers, and ofrects, etc.) 
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3. That you ax:)ply yourselves to examine and enquire into all the abuses, 
frauds and injuries, that have been done by Mr. Vincent or any other of the 
ffactors to the Company, and particularly touching of 2^ pr. Cent, on the 
Company’s Bullion, or in the price of Goods bought or sold for them. 

4. That in pursuance of his Majesties Charter and Commission out of the 
Chancery, you doe make strict enquiry, and take examination upon Oath 
Concerning all frauds, wrongs and abuses done to the Company in their 
Affairs, and also touching the said Inteiiox)er as to the time of her arrivail 
with goods she brought thither, and how they were disposed of, also what 
goods were reladen on her in the Bay, and by whom, and for whose accompt, 
and who were aiding and assisting thei*ein, either openly or clandestinely 

and if ... it appear that Mr. Vincent, or any other person have 

diverted any of the Company’s estate to their own use, or made use of the 
Comx)any’s monies or effects to buy Goods in their own or other mens names 
...... or that they have taken Dustoorie on goods bought or sold for the 

Company, that then you endeavour by all means to secure such estate of the 
Company’s, however concealed or disguised under other Men’s names. 

*'5. In regard Mr. Edwaud Littleton hath this year presumed to stay his 
brother in India, being one of Gax)t. Chambers’ Mates, and for divers other 
causes, his time being expired, Wee doe hereby dismiss the said Mr. Edward 
Littleton our service, and from all benefits thereby, from after our Agent’s 
finst arrival in Hiighly. But all excuses set a j)art, we do require (you) to send 
him and his said brother home by this year’s Shipping: And to secure Mr. 
Edward Littleton’s coining home accordingly, you are to take sujB&cient 
security from Mm for his so doing. 

6. And for all English in or out of our service which you shall in any way 
discover to have had any xwivity, corresjpondeucy, or intelligence with any of 
the late Interlop)ers, we would have you send them home; let not one of 
these treacherous persons stay in our service, nor remain in India.” 

7. (JSTot to let any Commander receive on board goods for 
Europe of the kinds reserved to the Company’s trade.) 

8, (To keep a Diary and Consultation book as at Fort St. George^ 
and to send it yearly with copy of Letter-book, etc., etc.) 

‘‘ 9. You are diligently and often to peruse all our Letters wrote to the Bay 
those last 3 yeai's, that you may the better understand our business, and 
observe in them what wee dislike, to avoyd : and what wee desire, that you may 
promote and pursue the same. 

10. If you find any of our Servants indebted to us, compel them forth- 
with to deer their accompts, according to our printed Rules ; and in con- 
formity thereunto, if any neglect or delay to do their duties, dismiss them our 
Service and send them home, 

11. Reduce the expenses of the Factory at Hughly, and all subordinate 
factories in the Bay, which have been extreamly enhaunced these few years 
last past. 

“ 12. As soon as you are well acquaiutod encrease the number of our 
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ISTative Merchants for all sorts of India Commodities, and bring them into 
Joint Stock, 100 or More in a Society, answerable for one another, jointly and 
severally, after the Dutch manner. 

13. Deliver us from that insufferable abuse which hath long been put 
upon us by Mr. YmcENT in taking 2|- pr. Cent, upon all or most part of our 
Bullion, for which \vee shall hope to have satisfaction from him here : you 
acting your parts faithfully and dexterously for our security, upon our Agent’s 
arrivall at Hughly. 

“14. Upon our Agent’s first arrivall at Ballasore he is to read the Commis- 
sion herewith given him, and then confirm the Councel there, adding to them 
as youngest of Council, one of those wee shall send with him from hence. 
Our said Agent is to Command as many of our as he shall think needful 
to attend him to, Hughly: when he comes to Hughly he is to read his Commis- 
sion there also, and after Mr. Vinoent is secured as aforesaid then to read 
these Instructions publickly ; and to proceed to other business. Given under 
our hands this 14th of November 1681. 


Chris. Boone 
Edwd. Rxidfje. 
John Morden. 
Joseph Herne. 
John Du Bois. 
James Ward, 


Josla Child Govr* 

Barnardiston, 
Jos^^' Ash. 

John Laurence. 
James Edwards. 
JikliA' UutchinsonJ 


In their letter to Fort St. George of 18 th November the Court 
•write as follows : 

“ Upon all the foregoing considerations, and a resolution we have taken by 
all means within our Charter to assure our right and subdue all Interlopers, 
tbeir Furtberers, aiders and Abetters, We have despatched this Shipp Defence 
early, with a Corporall and some Souldiers, to be a guard and assistance to 
William Hedges, Esqr,, one of our present Committee here, whom for this 
extraordinary occasion, and in confiden ce of the many promises he hath made 
us, and the great assurance we have had from his rdations, being also of our 
Committee, we have graced with the Title of Agent and Governour of all our 
affairs and Factories in the Bay of Bengali. 

“We are in hopes the said Mr. Hedges is of a more staid, grave, and mode- 
rate mind than to make a vaine ostentatious use of the title We have conferr’d 
upon him, to our damage and the encrease of our charge, as some others have 
done, no less ridiculosly in the Judgment of serious persons than weakly vrith "■ 
respect to our Interest and their owne.” 

The words of the preceding extract which we have printed in 
italics do convey an impression that Hedges started on his com- 
mission without possessing in any substantial degree the con- 
fidence of the Court, and certainly not that of Sir JosiA Child, 
then Governor of the Company (or Chairman, in modern style), 
who probably dictated this letter. 


c 
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In their letter to Bengal, of the same date, the Court say, how- 
ever, among other things : 

Although we have for the reasons stated in our Instructions, and out of 
particular esteem and respect for our Agent Hedges, made the Bay of Eengala 
a distinct Agency, without any dependence upon the Fort, Yet we do require 
that this our respect shall not put you ux)on a higher sort of living, by an ex- 
travagancy of expence in Servants, dyet, etc., and do no wayes doubt that you 
will considerably retrench the exorbitant expences that have been during the 
Chiefship of Mr. Vincent. 

We need not abstract the circumstances of Mr. Hedges’ resi- 
dence in India, which are detailed in his Diary; but we shall 
give some extracts from the correspondence connected with his 
dismissal. As late as September 1683 we find the Court writing 
to the Council of the Bay in substantial, though somewhat 
guarded and confused, commendation of the Agent’s acts.^ But 
many months before, we can see from Mr. Hedges’ letters to Sir 
Henry Johnson (App. E) that he was already apprehensive of 
the result of adverse letters sent from India, and aware even of 
specific rumours spread in the factories from Charnock’s mouth, that 
he was to be displaced in two years, ^ rumours that were literally 
fulfilled in the event. One of these letters also speaks, though not 
in a very lucid manner, of Hedges’ own dealing with a letter of 
Mr. John Beard’s to Sir Josia Child, a most injudicious proceeding 
to say the least, and one which was, to use his own metaphor other- 
wise applied, the rock upon which his Indian career split. He no- 
where in his Diary gives any account of this matter, though there 
are allusions to it at pp. 158-9, and p. 186. It appears that in 
Balasore Eoads, at the end of January 1683, on board the Defence^ 
then about to sail for England, Mr. William Johnson‘S had the sight” 
(how, it does not appear) of the letter in question, which was in- 

1 *^Wee do well approve of our Agent’s Industry and success in such an un- 
happy Time of trouble and opposition that Wee do approve of all things that 
he did yet come to our Knowledge, tho’ some were not directly according to 
our order” (to Bengal, dd. 5th Sept. 1683). 

2 See also p. 146, where, speaking of Charnock, Hedges says, under date 
January 3d, 1683 (ie., 1684): ^Mt’s absolutely necessary that one of us two 
he displaced. He brags never no Chief was yett able to contend with him 
and Hervey, and makes no doubt but to give me my Mittimus this next 
shipping.” 
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tended to go home '^sith the ship, and communicated it” to 
Hedges. The latter, in his letter to Sir Heniy Johnson, inti- 
mates his opinion that it was not good to deliver the letter until 
accompanied by Beard’s recantation of the calumnies which it con- 
tained ; and he expresses his intention of bringing Beard publicly 
to book as soon as he returned to Hoogly. This brave intention was 
evidently not carried out, but it is not clear whether the letter 
was suppressed, or only delayed. The letter of Mr. William John- 
son, to which Hedges refers Sir Henry Johnson for details, has 
unfortunately not been preserved in that book of letters to Sir 
Henry, in the British Museum, which has furnished the letters 
from Hedges printed in Appendix E. 

On 21st December 1683 the Court issued the following formal 
revocation of their Commission to Mr. Hedges, accompanied by 
letters to Fort St. George and to Bengal, of which Ave shall also 
give a few extracts : 

“ The Govei'nor and Company of Merchants of London trading into the 
East Indies, To aU to whom these presents shall come, greeting: Whereas by 
Our Commission under Our larger Seale, bearing date the 14th day of Novem- 
ber Anno Dni. 1681, and in the three and thirtith year of the raign of our 
Sovereign Lord Charles the Second (etc.). Wee did make, constitute, and ordain 
(etc.) . . . by which Commission among other things the said Wm. Heboes 
was to enter upon the said Agencie and Government immediately on his 
arrivall at Hughly aforesaid, And to execute all powers and authorities there- 
unto appertaining, and to continue in the Exercise of the same during Our 
pleasure, and untill the contrarie thereof should be signified under the Seale 
of our said Companie. But it having since appeared to Us that the said Wm. 
Hedges, contrarie to our trust reposed in him as aforesaid, was privie or con- 
senting to the opening and detaining Mr. Beard’s Letter unto Sir Josia Childs 
our then Governor, and hath otherwise failed in his dutie towards Us, Wee doe 
therefore hereby utterlie repeale, revoke, anull and make voyd our aforesaid 
Commission unto the said Willm. Hedges, and all and everie the powers (etc.) 
thereby granted to him the said Willm. Hedges. And We doe hereby declare 
oitr will and pleasure is, that the said Willm. Hedges from and after the 
arrivall of this Commission in the East Indies, and publication thereof, shall 
have noe further concern, suffrage, or authoritie, in the management (etc.) of 
any of our affairs in the Bay of Bengala or elsewhere in the East Indies.” 

(The Commission goes on to appoint Mr. William Gyfpobd to be 
President and Governor of all the English E, I. Company’s affairs 

c2 
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upon the Coast of Chororaandol and in the Bay of Bengala,i and 
to nominate as the Council of Hugli, after the said President — 

John Beard ; 2, Job Charnocic ; 3, Francis Ellis ; 4, Eichard 
Trbnghfeild ; Sam. Griffith ; 6, Thomas Ley ; 7, Ei chard 
Goff; 8, Edward Oxborough.) 

Extracts of letter to Fort St. George, of 21st December 1683 : 

“ By sending onr letter to the Bay open to you, and our Oommission to the 
President and Council there, we shall save ourselves the labour of much repe- 
tition. 

“ You will see thereby that we have dismissed Mr, Hedges our service, and 
have appointed and constituted our present -worthy Agent William Gyfford, 
Esq., the President and Governor of all our affayrs uijon the Coast of Choro- 
mandel and in the Bay of Bengal .... 

But forasmuch as our affairs have been much interrupted hy the insoleucy 
of the Moors Government, as well as by the designe of our late Agent Hkboes 
to arrive at an uncontroulable empire over all our faithful ancient experienced 
servants there, under pretence, but really in contempt, of our authority, as 
appeared hy his detaining the Governor’s Letters, and some other darker 
instances” . . . 

Extracts from letter to President and Council in the Bay of 
Bengal. Same date : 


^ Repeated at this time in the Court’s letters are the laudations of Gyfford, 
and expressions of confidence in him. But after he had been superseded we 
find the* tone entirely changed, and such passages as the following in the 
letters to Port St. George : — 

‘‘It’s monstrous unhappy that yotm notions and ours should always so clash, 
and he contrary in all things. On the other side of India, W'e always Con- 
center in one Opinion concerning Persons and things, with our most worthy 
Generali” (Sir John Child) “and Oouucill of Surrat. We hope it will be 
otherwise hereafter, now we have made such a change in your Council, for in 
truth it is intolei'able, and we can suffer it no longer,” , . , (22d October 
1686). 

. . it being impossible to combine any orders so wisely or justly that witty 
self -ended men may not pervert (them) to our disadvantage ; but we will hope 
our new President (Yale) will turne the Streame of his good parts into a better 
Channel, that we may have no further occasion of writing to you in this man- 
ner” . . . (Jbick), 

“ We have replied with the more sharpness to your letter aforesaid; because 
wo are weary with fruitless reprehending your rash inconsiderate attempts 
and actions, not only without but against our express orders ; as if Old Presi- 
dent Gyffoed had not only lost his first love to our service, but bis under 
standing with it ; and if it were not for his former better services, we should 
doe more than speak hardly of him” (28th Sept. 1687). 
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“ Tho’ We approve of onr late Agent’s proceedings to and at Dacca, we cannot 
agree with two inferences that he makes, First, that because Fatler had a 
Dustich for 5 Bales of Silk, Mr. Charnock is a Partner and favoxirer of Inter- 
lopers. 2dly. because Mr. Harvey did not presently goe to Maulda, he con- 
cludes he never intended to go ; Neither of which two inferences do Wee 
believe, or ever shall till wee see better proof of them, being not so fickle as 
suddenly to conceive ill of men, that stood so many Shocks for our service, in 
the time of Masters, Vincent, and Littleton, upon the suggestion of a 
person that opened or deteyned our Governor’s Letter, of which more 
hereafter. 

“ In the 7 Paragraph of your generall letter of 22 January you move us upon 
the Old Theam again for a double Stock, which is a strange impertinency at 
this time, especially when you see aE our Estate there is in such jeopardy by 
the insolence of Government, etc., that Wee cannot think that advice was well 
meant towards us ... . 

“ And now before we proceed, it is fitt wee should tell you that for divers 
good causes and considerations, the principall whereof you will find in our 
Commission now sent under our larger Seale, Wee have thought fitt and doe 
hereby as well as by our Commission aforesaid, dismiss Mi*. William Hedges 
from being our Agent in Bengali and from haveing anything to doe with any 
of our Affairs in the East Indies” (etc.) .... 

But forasmuch as a letter from our late Agent Hedges, directed to Sir 
Jeremy Sambrookb Our Present Deputy -Governor, hath been read in our 
Court of Committees, charging heiiiious crimes upon our present Agent Mr. 
Beard, Mr. Charnock, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Harvey, and Mr. Pownsett, Wee have 
reciuested Sir Jeremy to send the same letter to you that you may see the 
accusations and give Us your opinion concerning the truth of them after 
you have made such just Scrutiny thereinto as you can without putting Us 
to charge, or such a formall examination of the matter as was formerly used 
in the case of John Smith and Joseph Hall, 'which was a great expence of 
time and perturbation of our Affairs that year, which therefore Wee have ever 
since avoided and will always avoid for the future. 

“ We have the more reason to believe the said persons may he injured in 
the accusations laid to tlieir charge by the aforesaid letter, because Wee have 
ground to suspect their letters by our last Ships from the Bay were inter- 
cepted, because some of our Committee, and some other gentlemen that used 
to receive letters from them, say they have none by our last Ships the 
Defence and Society"^ ... 

Some friend of Mr. Hedges in the Court interposes apparently 
to mitigate the disparaging treatment of that gentleman which 
this letter was likely to produce at Hugll, and a paragraph is 
inserted ; 

'^Notwithstanding our late Agent Mr. Hedges disobliged us so much before 
the coming away of the Society, as you have heard, yet in regard he is Sir 
Jkhemy Sambrooke’s brother-in-law, and was formerly a member of our Com- 
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mittee, we would dismiss him with as much civility and respect as the nature 
of his case will admit: And therefore during our President’s stay in the Bay 
you may let him, if he desire it, keej) his chambers and other accommodations 
in our factory, and his jdace next our President at the table.” . . . 

But by next despatch the Court are afraid of having been too 
gracious to the dismissed Agent, and they write (5th March 
1684) : 

Our favour intended Mr. Hedges in our fomer letter is onely in respect 
to Sir Jeremy Sambrookb, and not in the least to Mr. Hedges himself, whose 
evil deportment and carriage in opening or detaining the Governor’s Letters, 
was such as to render him not deserving the least kindness from Us. How- 
ever, if he behave himself Civilly without Interrupting or prejudicing our 
business openly or Secretly, you may lett him have a fair exit as Wee then 
writt you.” 

It may be noticed that Sir J, Sambrooke^s signature is attached 
to the former of these two letters, but not to the latter. 

In the course of Hedges’ Diary he more than once alludes to a 
scheme for shaking off the oppressive exactions of the Nabob and 
his officials, by coming to open quarrel with them, and establish- 
ing a fortified settlement somewhere near the mouth of the 
Hugh (see pp. 133-134, 161). In the passage last referred to 
he adds that he had expressed this opinion to the Company and 
to his friends at home, a few months after his arrival in India. 

These communications from Hedges are referred to at consider- 
able length by the Court in their letter of 21st December 1683. 
They begin the subject thus : — 

‘‘Our late Agent and some of our Captains tell us there is noe way to mend 
our condition but by seizing and fortifying one of those pleasant Islands^ in 
the Ganges about the Braces, unto which proposal Wee have the following 
objections:” 

(These, stated briefly, are (1) the cost, which will be very slowly 
reimbursed ; (2) the irritation to the Mogul, who in revenge 
might seize all the Company’s property, not only in the Bengal 
factories, but at Surat, etc. j (3) the probability that the Dutch 
might ‘‘ wind themselves into the quarrelF’^ and take sides with 
the Mogul) : 

4. “ All the prejudice Wee can doe the Mogull in Ganges Is stopping a little 
trade at Ballasore of his Elephant and Beetle-Nutt Ships and his saltYessells, 


^ Such as Saugor Island, and Hijili ! hardly, if at all, above the sea level. 
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Whereas from Bombay, which Wee have fortified already, Wee can atop 
his Mecah, Persia, and Bnssora Fleets, which are worth 2 or 3 million 
pounds Sterling per annum. And Wee think it will be impertinent, at a vast 
charge, to create another Garrison, to doe not half the Worke Wee can doe 
with that of Bombay which we have already, which if you observe well the 
Nabob himself e in his letter to the Mogull, a copy whereof your Vackel 
James Price brought you from Decca” (is aware of ?).i 

( (5) The strong fort at Bombay does not give trade. It is 
a check, indeed, on the Mogul, but one strong check is better than 
two weak ones. (6) The biggest ship can moor at Bombay, whilst 
those islands about the Braces are in shoal water, and the big 
ships which are our main-stay in time of danger can’t ride near 
them.) 

(But if you could get a grant from the Mogul of such an 
island, this, settled under English laws, might in time afford a 
revenue, and would furnish a good locality for the residence of 
our Agent and Council) : 

‘‘Some others have propounded to Us the seizing upon a Towne called 
Chittagone, in the Eastermost mouth of the River Ganges, upon or near the 
coast of Raceak, which Towne did formerly belong to the Reckanners, and 
was taken from them by the Mogull’ s forces, and is already fortified with some 
bastians and Walls and Guns after the Moors fashion, which notwithstanding 
2 of our Ships with two or three of our Sloops would surprise in a day.” . . . 

This was a preferable scheme the Court recoguise, for reasons 
given, though for the present they would encourage no such 
project. But the Court evidently drew fine distinctions, not un- 
worthy of certain modern English Statesmen” ; for whilst 
setting their objections in array against such an act of war as had 
been suggested, they evidently took a different view of an armed 
demonstration, and they write : 

“ We are positively resolved first or last to assert our right due to Us by the 
great King’s PJiirmaund, purchased to Us at sundry times to our cost (of) 
above 150,000L Sterling, including presents and the charge of building our 
severall Factories, and therefore Wee shall never submitt peaceably to the 
Custom demanded of Us at the arrivall of our Agent Hedges 

(So they would have the President Gyfford take down with him 
to the Bay a complete Company of foot-soldiers with Officers, 
drums, and colours, and also drums and colours enough to equip 


^ There is some incompleteness here. 
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a second complete Company out of their seamen ; to land at 
Hugli with this force peaceably and friendly”, and if the em- 
barrassments continued, to send the NTabob a Vackel”, and a 
letter demanding redress. If this were not given, to withdraw the 
factories at Maulda and Decca.’^ And 

if we must leave them it vail be prudence if Wee can effect it, rather to 
leave them indebted to Us then Wee to them.^ . . . How far it will be neces- 
sary for you to coiiceale your utmost purpose till yon have received our Petra 
from Pattana, Wee must leave to your discretion, as also whether, at last if 
you are put to it, it may not be proper to seize Balchand^ and Permiseradas’ 
persons and send them on hoard our Ships, as also to stop the MogiiU's Salt 
Vessels,” etc., etc. 

Though the Court raised objections to the suggestions of breach 
with the native power, it is evident, from the course of their re- 
marks, that they did not hold to these seriously ; and in their 
succeeding letters they come back again and again to the subject 
of the acquisition of a fortified settlement. The events at 
Kugli within the next few years led to the accomplishment of 
their desires and the establishment of the settlement at Chutta- 
NUTTY {Ohatdiiati)^ now known as Calcutta. 

We now return to the personal history of Mi\ Hedges. 

We liave seen that the Court’s Order of 14th September 1681 
permitted him to take with him in the ship Defence to India his 
wife and three children. The information afforded by the genea- 
logy under Mr. Pledges’ signature in the Heralds’ Office, and by 
an inscription at Stratton St. Margaret’s (see App. B), shows that 
this (first) wife of Mr. Hedges was Susanna, eldest daughter of 
Nicholas Yanackeb, of Erith in Kent. The notices of her in 
the Diary are the scantiest possible. She is mentioned as 
embarking with her husband on iha Defence (p. 15) ; as visited at 
Cassambazar (K&simhdmr) by the chief of the Dutch factory and his 
wife, April TTth, 1683 (p. 77) ; and as accompanying her husband on 
a picnic to the ruins of Gour, May 16th (p. 89). There is also in 
Hedges’ letter, from the British Museum Collection, dated Balasore, 

^ Anothor passage shows that the Court meant just the reverse (see p. Ixxii). 

2 Bfvlcliaiicl, ^Hlxat Corrupt Villain,” had departed this life a few weeks 
before this letter was written (see p. 140). Permesuradas, ‘'that great 
Villaine,” had been turned out (see pp. 134, 140). 
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30th January 1683, and printed in our App. (E), an allusion to 
the alleged slanders l)f Mr. Beard regarding himself and his wife. 
But after the mention of the Gour expedition she is never pnce 
alluded to. Like Crelisa, she vanishes unaccounted for, “ nec post 
oculis est reddita nostrisd^ 

It is only from the Stratton epitaph that we learn that she died 
in child-birth at Hugh, 6th July 1683, and that after she had 
been buried there her remains were removed by her husband and 
deposited, ‘‘ with great affection but little ostentation’’, in the far- 
distant Wiltshire churchyard, A.n. 1687, shortly after his return 
from India. 

This date seems to indicate that the bones of this poor lady 
(and her infant son) must have been carried with Hedges on that 
tedious journey from the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Scanderoon, 
as, sixty years before, Pietro della Valle had carried the body of his 
beloved Signora Maani from the same shores to deposit it, five 
years after death, in the Church of Araceli. 

There is in Hedges’ Diary, at the time of his wife’s confinement 
and death, an interval of six days without entry, viz., from 
July 2nd to July 8th, but no suggestion of domestic trouble. The 
child’s birth occurred 4th July. 

We learn nothing of the children for whom passage had been 
granted with their parents on the Defence in 1681. One of them 
appears, from the genealogy in App. A, to have died before 
embarking, but the other two must have been sent home before 
the termination of their father’s Indian career, 

Mr. Hedges, as will be seen in the Diary, sailed from the Downs 
January 28th, 1682, anchored in Balasore Eoads 18th July, and 
reached Hoogly 24th July. He first heard of his dismissal July 
17th, 1684 ; was actually displaced by the arrival of President 
Gyfford from Madras, Aug. 30th ; left Hoogly and embarked on 
the Recovery^ December 30th ; sailed from Balasore January 10th, 
1685 ; and from Madras February 7th j landed at Kong in Persia 
May 27th ; reached Scanderoon October 29th, 1686 \ sailed thence 
November 6tb ; lauded at Toplon February 10th, 1687, and at 
Dover April 4th. 

Among the friends who met him at Eochestcr and Blackheath 
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on his return, he mentions (p. 249) my Cousin Dr. Charles 
Hedges, my two brothers Vanaoker^ .... my brother and sister, 
Sir Jeremy Sambrooke and his Lady, Mr. William Johnson and 
his Lady’’ .... Of the Yanackers we speak in a footnote, and 
notices of Dr, Hedges, a man who, as Sir Charles, rose to high posi- 
tion, and of the others will be found in Part III of these Illus- 
trations. 

The remaining facts of his history which we have been able 
to gather are few and meagre. Soon after his return, on 21st 
July 1687, Mr. Hedges married, as his second wife, Anne, daughter 
of Paul Nicoll, of Hendon Place in Middlesex, and widow of 
Colonel John Searle of Finchley. {Diary ^ p. 249.) 

March 6th, 1688, Mr. Hedges was knighted by King Janies II (^6.). 

In 1690 w^e read, There was put up ... . for Sheriffs by the 
Church party, Sir William Hedges and Thomas Cook, Esq.,” but 
they lost their election. In June 1693 he was more successful, and 
was chosen Sheriff along with Alderman Abney. A month later he 
was chosen Alderman (for Portsokeii Ward). In 1694 he was 
chosen one of the tw^'enty-four directors of the Hew Bank {i.e.^ 
the Bank of England), ^ and though he never again became one of 
the ^^Committees’’ of the East India Company, his connection 
with it was to a certain extent resumed, for in the same Chronicle 
we read, under January 17th, 1698-9 : 

“ Tlie old East India Company have agreed this day to a resolution for a 
coalition with the new Company upon reasonable terms, and sent Sir John 


^ These gentlemen, Nicholas and John Vanacker, brothers of Mrs, Hedges 
and merchants in the City, were also, as has been mentioned above, securities 
for Mr. Hedges in his engagement with the Company. The elder brother, 
Nicholas Vanacker, was knighted at Kensington, 21st January 1701, and im- 
mediately afterwards received a baronetcy, with remainder to his brother 
John, and after the latter to Sir Jeremy Sambrooke, So Le Neve ; but rather 
to Sir Jeremy’s son, whose mother was a sister of tlje Vanackers and of Mrs. 
Hedges. John Vanacker, after succeeding his brother as baronet, died 1710, 
unmarried, and was apparently succeeded by Samuel Vanacker Sambrooke, son 
of Sir Jeremy, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Lord Keeper Wright (see Le 
Neve’s “Knights”, in Harleicm Society RuhlicatioTiSi viii, 1174, and the same 
genealogist’s “ Collections” in Nichols’s To]}ogm 2 ‘>hcr and Genealogist^ hi, 36-37). 

2 See Narcissus Luttrell’s Brief Historical Relation of State Affairs, vol. ii, 
p. 47; hi, 123, 131, 342. 
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Lethuliei' and Sir William Hedges (two of tlieir members) to acquaint them 
with the same, who promised to call a General Court, and to give an answer."^ 

This I find quite confirmed by the CoiiH Boolcs in the India 
Office. May 25th, 1698, the Governor communicated to a General 
Meeting of the Adventurers (or Court of Proprietors, as it would 
latterly have been called) certain resolutions -which the Commons 
had passed the day before, empowering H.M. to name Commis- 
sioners “ to take subscriptions for advancing of 2 millions upon 
an interest of 8 per cent., and the liberty of trading to the E. 
Indies, exclusive of all others’^ etc,, etc. These resolutions, so 
menacing to the old Company, formed the basis of the New, or 
English, East India Company; and to deal with this danger the 
old Company formed a “ Grand Committee” of twenty-six gentle- 
men associated with the twenty-six of their Court. A similar 
Committee was again formed in January 1699, and of this last Sir 
John Lethuillier and Sir William Hedges were members. And 
these two were deputed, as stated by Luttrell, to open negotiations 
for coalition with the New Company, or Subscribers to the Two 
Millions”, as they were generally designated in the proceedings of 
the Old Company. 

In 1700 Hedges was a candidate for the Mayoralty, but was not 
successful. In the following year he died, and was buried, as 
directed in his will, in the vault where his first wife lay, at Stratton 
St. Margaret's. 2 

His will had been made in April 1698, and a codicil in May 
1699. These, with certain ‘^obliterations and alterations”, were 
republished, and declared to be his last will, 5th August 1701. 
And from another source we learn that on this day he died.^ The 

^ See Narcissus Luttrell’s Brief Historical Relation of State Affair Sj vol. iv, 
p. 473. 

2 It is stated in the Brief Hist. Relation of Narcissus Luttrell, as published, 
iv, 448, under date 8th November 1698, that a patent had the seals to 

create Sir William Hedges, a merchant at Cadiz, a baronet of England*'. As 
this statement gave me some useless trouble, I may note that this was Sir 
William Hodges. His name often appears in the I. 0. Hecords as an agent of 
the Company at Cadiz. 

^ “Hedges, Sir William, dyed at his house in London, tnesday 5 Aug. 
1701.” (Memoranda, by P. Le Ncvc, in The l^opoyraphcr and Oenealof/ist, ed, 
by John Gough Nickots, iii, p. 39.) 
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burial at Stratton took place on the 15th,^ and the will was proved 
on the 20th. 

Sir William Hedges left by his first wife two sonS; William and 
Kobert, and a daughter Susanna ; by his second wife, two sons, 
John and Charles. To William he bequeathed certain landed pro- 
perty in the county of Cork. A family or families of Hedges seem to 
have survived in Ireland, because I see the name has been borne 
at one time, through some intermarriage and inheritance, by the 
family of the Earl of Bantry, whose coat also quarters the same 
arms as were borne by the Lacies alias Hedges, including Sir 
William. Whether these Irish Hedges were descended from one of 
Sir William’s elder sons, or from his “ Irish brother’’ (see p. xlii), 
I do not know,^ Hor can I trace anything of those elder sons. 
The two younger sons, John and Charles, appear as executors of 
their mother’s will, dated 13th March 1720, and proved by them 
10th November 1724. Of John we know nothing for certain.^ 
The marriage and offspring of Charles will be foiind in the con- 
tinuation of Genealogy, App. A, that generation being apparently 
the last. Of Sir William’s nephew, Eobert Hedges, often men- 
tioned in the Diary, some particulars will be found under his name 
in Bart III of these Illustrations. 

Finding so little recorded of the latter life of Sir William Hedges, 
we may take leave to transcribe a passage regarding him from the 
Life and, LjrroTs of John Bunion. This person published for a 
number of years a periodical called the Athenian Mercury ; a sort 
of literaiy miscellany, consisting chiefly of queries and answers on 
all sorts of subjects, with occasional notices of books. It began in 
1691, and went on, according to Dunton, to twenty folio volumes. 
The volumes; however, some of which I have seen in the British 
Museum, are not very big or thick folios. Dunton’s mention is as 
follows : 

^ Parish Register. 

^ Mr. Tuckey writes from Cork: — '' The first Lord Bantry was nephew of a 
,Mr. Robert Hedges Eyre, a gentleman of very large estates in the Counties of 
Cork, Galway, and elsewhere, who left his Cork estates to Lord Bantry. That 
gentleman’s Galway estates were inherited from the Eyre family, whose name 
was added. But, as I remember, he was always called (in speaking) Mr. 
Hedges.” * But see the A^^p. A. 
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Sir William Hedges was pleased to tell me Le was so well pleased with 
the Athenian Mercuries^ that he would send several complete sets into the 
Indies, to his friends, and that he thought the puhlich, and himself in par- 
ticular, so much obliged to me that I should he always welcome to his house, 
and that he would serve me to the utmost of his power.’’ {Life and Errors^ 
ed. 1818, vol. i, p. 194.) 

The skeleton of facts regarding Hedges that we have collected 
hardly enables us to form an idea of the man ; but this the Diary, 
to a considerable extent, does. The portrait, self-painted, if we dis- 
cern rightly, is that of a weak and vain man, with little tact or 
prudence, very susceptible alike to little compliments and to real or 
supposed slights, and very unfit to contend with such a personage as 
Job Charnock. When he quitted Bengal he seems hardly to have 
been on good terms with more than two of the numerous servants of 
the Company with whom he had come in contact. When snubbed 
and slighted by his countrymen a little show of civility from the 
Dutch ‘‘Directore” quite delights him; but the Direktoor in turn 
speedily turns the cold-shoulder to the deposed Agent, and then 
Mr. Hedges says “ here the Dutch Boer showed himself in his 
natural colours \** 

On the other hand, we see no ground for considering Hedges 
himself to have been other than an upright and well-intentioned 
man, sincerely desirous of doing his duty by the Company, and of 
checking the abuses which were rife in the factories. Of the ill- 
judged act that brought on him the virulent ill-will of Sir Josia 
Child, viz., the detention of Beard’s letter to that personage, the 
contents of which had been made known to him by Mr. William 
Johnson,! we hardly know enough to form a complete judgment; 
but no doubt he felt very hard driven, by the contumacy and ill- 
will of his colleagues and subordinates, when he took this rash 
step. A quotation which we give under Beard^s name in Part III 
indicates how malignant and unscrupulous were the utterances 
regarding Hedges that came from his late colleagues in the Hugli 
Council. And the impression that we gather of the tone, moral 
and social, of the Company's servants in the Bay, is certainly a 
dismal one. It would have been hard to augur from their preva- 
lent character at this time the ultimate emergence among the 
^ Supra, p. xviii. 
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servants of the Company of such men as Elphinstone, Munro, 
and Malcolm, of Henry and John Lawrence, of Martyn and Heber, 
and Sir Bartle Frere, or such (to name others as bright in character 
though not in fame) as James Thomason, Sir Arthur Phayre, 
Edward Lake, John Becher, Eeynell Taylor, Sir George Yule, and 
many more. There went, in truth, much unfragrant matter into 
the composition of the soil from which gradually grew up the 
British government in India, with all its good effects and qualities. 
And we cannot gainsay that the old Hawab Shiiista Ehiln had 
some good ground to go on when he told Mr. Pownsett to 
begone out of his sight”; adding that the English” (as he knew 
them) ‘^were a company of base, quarrelling people, and foul 
dealers” (p. 153). 
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APPENDIX A. 


GENEALOGY OF THE FAMILY OF SIR WILLIAM HEDGES. 

Hi 260 0 / “ Tlie Visitation of London, hegim iy »?’■ Henry St. George, 
Knt, Clarendeux King of Artnes, Anno Domini mdolxxxvii” (Booh 
in College of Arms marked “ K. 9.”) 


John LA0T=f 


I 

Henry LAcrals.=Dati', of 
Hedges of . . Har- 
Bourton in the VEY 
Parish of Shri- 
venham in Oo. 

Berks 


1. i 

William Laoy tAlice, da^ & Co- 
al* Hedges of ' ‘ ‘ 

Kingsdown in 
Com’. Wilts, 
born 5o Hoy, 

1571, died 130 
Jan. 1645-6. 


heir of Thomas 
Hoskins of 
Chisleton in Oo. 
Wilts, mard. 18 
Dec. 1693 


Catherine 
hap. 16 
Junii 1676 


Eiohard, 
bap. 6o 
Mar. 1683. 


1. John. 

2. Thomas 

3. William 

4. Tohit. 


Bobbrt Lacy ah. Hedges' 
EsqL of Youghall in Ire- 
land born 28o Julii 1604, 
died 23o Dec. 1670 


Catherine dar. of Edwd. wake- 
man of Mythe in Oo. Clone. 
Esqr. mard. 25o Nov. 1630, died 
8“ Deer. A® 1649. aetat. 44. 


1. Joane. 

2. Martha. 

3. Cecilia, 

4. Philippa. 


I 

Robert Lacy al*. 
Hedges of Burras in 
the Queens County 
in Ireland horn ll'> 
April 1637, 


Susanna, eldest dar.* 
of Nicholas Vanao- 
KBR of Earith in 
Com’. Oantii Esq. 
1st Wife, died 6o 
Julii 1683. 


1 . 


William Lacy al«.=ANNB, da', of Pauij 
Hedges of the City Nicoll of Hendon 
of London Esqr. Place in Oo. Midd. 
horn 21® Oct. 1632 EsqL Relict of Col. 
now living 12° Dec. John Sbarlb of 
A®. 1687. Finchley in Oo. Midd. 

mar''. 21®. Julii 1687. 


o. I 

Nicholas, horn 
<fc died 4o Julii 
A® 1683. 


2. I 

Robert, horn 
26® Junii 1681 
living 1687. 


A. I 

William horn 
16® Feh. 1676 
living 1687 


1. 1 

Oathbeinb, 
born 24® Feb. 
1674 died 13® 
Dec. 1681. 


a. 1 

Susanna bom 
26® Junii 1681, 
living 1687 


*• 


(With the autograph signa- 
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Of the two elder sons (by Susanna Yanacker) we know nothing more 
than the mention of them in Sir W. Hedges’ Will, unless one of them 
was ‘‘ William Hedges, Esq., declared one of the members for Caine” in 
1710 (see Liitirell, vi, 666). But he was more probably a son of Sir 
Charles Hedges (see next page and Part HI). Nor can we say anything 
of the daughter Susanna ; unless she be (as is probable) the Susanna 
Hedges registered as buried at Wanborough, October 7th, 1714. We 
may continue the genealogy by exhibiting the descendants of Sir 
William Hedges’ second marriage as follows : — 


Sib 'WilIiIAM Hedges'- D ame Anke (formerly Nicoll and Searle) died probably in 1724. 


(d. August 1701), 


Her will, dated 13tb March 1720 (qu. 21?), was proved lOtb Nov. 
in the former year. 


1 

John Hedges. Date of Birth not ascer- 
tained. Perhaps the person recorded 
in the P. Beg' ' ■ ' " 

Hon^KJohn ' ' • • i 

the Prince of . 

17.37.” 

(Sea Lysons* JEnvirons of London^ 
2nd ed., vol. ii, Pt. I, p. 221 : and G-entle- 
man's Mac[,, N. S., vol. v(i83C), p, 376. 
Lysons sayst “He was son of Sir 
■ 0 Queen 

‘ ■ 2 ) 


2.1 

Charles Hedges ==OATnAKiNE, eldeatDaughter 


Died 1756 and 
buried at Stratton 
St. Margaret’s. 
(See in App. B.) 


and Ooheir of BABTHO do- 
mew Tate, of De la Pro 
Abbey, Oo. Northampton. 
Died 1763 at Windsor, where 
she held a Court appoint- 
ment. Buried at Btratton.i 


1. 1 

2, I 

? 

3.1 

*.! 

John 

CHARLES HEDGES = 

Anne, 

Anne = Hon. William 

Sir Cecil = Susan- 

Hedges 

Died s. p. 1783. 

sister of 

Hedges Bateman, M.P. 

Brssnop na 

Lieut.- 

In a work quoted by 

First 

for Gatton 

Bart,, Hedges. 

Col. 48tb 

Nichols {Anec.dofes^ 

Lord 

(Cousin of his 

after- 

Foot. 

iii, 670), he is termed 

Bay- 

wife, being 

wards 

Died 

“late of Windsor 

ning.i 

grandson of 

12th 

8. p., 

Castle”. So it seems 


Esther, wife of 

Baron 

1787.1 

probable that he also 


Sir James Bate- 

de la 


held some Court 


man, and Sister 

Zouche. 


appointinent.1 


of Dame Anno 





Hedges).! 



Egbert Laoy alias Hedges of Burras (as on preceding page). 


A daughter, married Oapt. T. Baynes Egbert Hedges of the E. T. Oo.’s service in 
(see p. xlii ; also in Pt. III). the Bay (see Pt. III). 


^ See Gentleman's Mar/azine, as quoted above under John Hedges. 

2 Luttrell notes, under 27th April 1708 : Place of Page of Honour given 
to a son of Sir Charles Hedges” ; and it may seem probable that this Page 
eventually became a Court treasurer. But, on the other hand, the connection 
of Sir William's Second wife with Finchley may make it more likely that this 
John was her son. 
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The following shows the relationship of Sir Charles Hedges, from in- 
formation supplied by Mr. T. Tuckey of Cork : 

Henry Laoy aliasi Hedges, of Bourton fas^Dauglitor of Holloway of Oleevo, co. 
above). Wilts. 


Henry Hedges of Wanborough, ^M argaret, dau. of E. Pleydell of Childers, co. 
Wilts. Berks. 


Henry Hedges Sir Charles Hedges, Secretary^ELEANOR, dau. of George Smyth 
of New Sarum. of 'State, etc. | of London, Proctor, 


» 1 I I 

Eleanor. Henry. William. Charles. 


APPENDIX B. 


MEMORIALS OF HEDGES FAAIILY AT STRATTON 
ST. MARGARET’S, AND AT WANBOROUGH, WILTS. 

At Stratto7i. 

In the Church. 

I. In North Aisle is a hatchment emblazoned with the arms of William 
Hedges and Anne his wife, viz., Dexjer^ on a field aziire^ 3 Swans’ Necks 
erased proper (Hedges). Sinister^ per pale, gii. and az. a chevron 
e^'mine between three lions rampant, or (Ilosicins), 

Crest : A Swan’s Neck erased, ppr. 

Below the arms is this inscription: 

Near underneath lie Interred the Bodies of William Lacy alias Hedges of 
Kingsdowne in the County of Wilts, Gent., and Alice his wife, one of the 
daughters of Thomas Hoskins of Chiselton in the said County of Wilts, 
Gent. 

He died the 10 January 1645, Aged 75, 

“ She died the 4 August 1662, Aged 89.” 

II. At the E. End of the North Aisle is a marble tablet with arms 
incised near the top. Dexter (for Hedges) as before, Sinister (on a field 
undeci£>herable), a saltire wavy ermbie (for WaJeeman). Inscription : 

“Hie juxta requiescat Cathaeina Hedges,, uxor Roberti Hedges alias 
Laoy de Kingsdowne generosi — Filia Edwardi Wakeman de Myth in Cumi- 
tatu Glouc" Anniger. 

“ Quae postquam ( ad annum jetatis 44“™ ) Pietate et cultus assiduitate Deo, 
largitate et continua beneficentia egenis, moruminnocua jucunditate omnibus, 
caram se Probiiisset ; 

“ Ab hac vita ad meliorem commigravib octavo die Decemhris, Anno D’ni 
1649.” 
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III. In the North Aisle also is a painted hoard hearing the following : 

Sr. ‘William Hedges of London Knight having bestowed two hundred 
Pounds in the Purchase of Lands within this Paiish hath Settled the same 
for an Augmentation of this ‘Vicaridge and better Maintenance of the Vicar 
and Vicars Widows forever. 1693/^ 

IV. In the Church porch, on a slah in the pavement, much worn hy 
feet: 

(Coat of Arms). 

1645 

lanuary the 10th Here Lyeth 
deposited the Eemaynes 
of William Lacy al’s 
Hedges of Kingsdowne Gent 
Anno Aetatis Suae 75 
1645.” 

V. On a slah in pathway through churchyard : 

“ Here lieth the Body 
of Alice Hedges the 
Wife of William 
Hedges of Kiiigsdow- 
ne who departed 
this life ...” (obliterated). 

These two slabs appear to have heen transferred from the floor of the 
church. 

VI. In the churchyard, at some distance east of the chancel, is a large 
sculptured altar-tomb (or what is called, I believe, a “ box-tomb”, in 
Wiltshire and Gloucestershire, where it seems to have been a very 
favourite form), bearing on one side, in an oval, the inscription which 
follows. On the other side is a similar tablet, which no doubt was 
destined to receive an inscription in memory of Sir William Hedges, but 
which has been left blank. On one end of the tomb is an ornate coat 
of arms — dexter (Hedges) ; shustcr, 3 cinq-foils on a bend^ ( VemaeJeer). 
This monument was originally placed against the chancel-wall, and no 
doubt over the vault mentioned in Sir W. PI.’s Will. 

Inscription : 

In Dormitorio substriicto 
Tandem quiescunt Ossa lectissimae foemiuae 
SUSANNAE 

Nicolai van Acker de Erith in Comitate Cantii 
Armigeri, filiae ; 

B. Gulielmi Hedges alias Lacy de Kingsdowne, in 
agro Belgarum, Wiltouensi, Equitis aurati, 


^ Should be, field or, bend gides^ cinq-foils argent. 
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' Coiijugis charissiinae 

Una cum Reliquiis IjIicolai filioli sui, cujus 
in puerperio abiit ad plures : 

Quae prius Hugleyae in Sinu Bengalensi apud Indiam 
Orientalem, pridie Nonas Julii A“ mdclxxxiii 
inhumata 

Tandem a ]pientissimo Karito inde delata 
Sumptu modico, affectu autem magno, 
heic in native solo condita sunt 
Anno ^piffoyovius 

MDCLXXXVII . ” 

In the Parish Registry Books are the following entries : 

^^1640 Sept. 17 

(married) Richard Hedges and Prudence Hazle. 
Anno Dom. 1645.” 

*HVilliam Hedges was buried Jan. 26.” 


. 1649. 

“ The wife of Mr. Robert Hedges was buried Decern. 10.” 


Burials Anno 1662. 

Mary Hedges, Widow, was buried August 7, 1662.” ^ 

“Anno 1701. 

* ♦ # 

S'" William Hedges Alderman of London was buryed Aug. 15th.” 

# * * 

“Burials, 1755 (ic., 1756 ?). 

“ Charles Hedges Esqr. late of the City of Bath in a Vault erected \ March 
by S" William Hedges late of the City of London Kiit. J ye 23d.” 

In a Book of Parish Accounts and Memoranda, under 1627 , in a list 
of persons assessed for ‘^ataxe made”, we find “Wm, Hedges”, and 
“ Mr. Hedges”, and again, under 1634, 

“The Names of all such as havejand, or stocke w’ch were taxed for the 
reliefe of the poore by certaine men of the parish chosen to yt purpose and 
with ye consent of the OuerseersMay 15th 1634. 

)K * * 


William Hedges for Kingsdowne 

* He * 

- 4s. 

2d. 

William Hedges for Syriack Kemble - 

- - 1^. 


William Hedges for Widow Serieante 

- 0^. 

6d: 


1 This seems to be the widow of William Lacy, alias Hedges, and should be 
Alice^ not Mary. 
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day of April 1637. 

. Henry Smart and William Hedges chosen to be churchwardens for 
the yeare following.” 

(1692) 

“Memorandum that S^ William Hedges built a Seat at the North door of 
ye Church June 28th 1692 appropriated to his Estate called Kings downe being 
in the Parish of Stratton St. Margaretts by the consent of ye Minister and 
Churchwardens of the said Parish in Witnesse whereof we have set our hands. 

“ John Neale Vio., etc.” 

Memorandum that S' Wm. Hedges the Honour of the Estate to the 
Vicaridge and ye Vicars Widow Did desire to have a sermon preached yearly 
hy ye Vicar upon Charity ye next Sunday to ye Sixth of July be it before or 
after,”^ 


At Wanborough 

The two following slabs have apparently been removed from the 
church 5 they now form part of a paved path : — 

1. “ Here Lyeth ye Body of 

Charles Hedges Esq. 

Who departed this Life 
23d Day of July 
Anno . Dom . 

1731.” 


2. “ Dorothea 
Henrici Hedges gen. 

Filia 

Tho. Brind de Fox Bridge 
Belicta 

Diehus et bonis operibus P . . , . 

Obiit Jan .... 

An^’D" 1723 
Aetas , 80 . ” 

In the Parish Eegister : 

“ 1711. 

” William Hedges was buried J uly 27. 

* * * 

“ Charles, ye son of ye Hon’ble S' Charles Hedges, Feb^^ 12th (-i.e., 1712).” 

“1714. 

“S' Charles Hedges was bnryed June 15th. 

Susanna Hedges was buryed Oct. 7th.” 

“ 1722. 

“ The Widdow Hedges was Buryed Sept. 28.” 


^ Note, the 6th of July is the day of his first wife’s death at Hiigli. Tho 
sermon is in abeyance, though the endowment continues. 
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EXTBACT FBOM EEGISTER OF NOBILITY AND GENTBY 
IN OFFICE OF ABMS, 

Vol. Ill, p. 335. 

‘^Whereas William Hedges of London, Merchant, has produced 
several Deeds & other Proofs whereby it appear eth y‘ His Ancestors 
were written and used the Surname of Lacy, & Lacy aPs Hedges, 
And whereas the said William Hedges and Charles Hedges, Docf of 
Laws, have made application to mee that the said William Hedges and 
other the Descendants of Mr. John Lacy, deceased (Great Grandfather 
of the said William Hedges), may continue to bear and use y* Coat of 
Arms of the said Family of Lacy alias Hedges, And whereas by a Cer- 
tificate under the Hand and Seal of John Neal, Yicar of the Parish 
Church of Stratton St. Margarets, in the County of Wilts, there is 
engraven on a Tombstone of the said Family a Coat of Arms, viz. Three 
Swans Heads erased, which said Coat has been anciently borne by the 
Family of Lacy, as appears by several Boohs in the College of Armes, 
and for other Considerations me hereunto moving ; I, Henry Duke of 
Norfolk, Earl Marshall of England, etc., do hereby Order & appoint 
that the said Coat of Armes he duely allowed by the King of Arms of 
the Province to be borne & used by the said William Hedges & the 
Descendants of John Lacy, Great Grandfather of the said William. 
Bequiring that the said Allowance, together with these presents, & yo 
said Certifi.cate be duely entered by the Register in the College of Arms j 
& for so doing this shall be a sufficient warrant. Given under my hand 
& the seal of my office of Earl Marshall, the 28th day of November 
1687. Annoq’ B.Ks. Jacobi Sec'^^ nunc Angliae etca. tertio. 

(sd.) Norfolhe Marshall^ 

Then follows the certificate from Mr. Neale, the Vicar, which tran- 
scribes the inscription on the slab given in Appendix B, No. iv, with a 
detail of the Coat of Arms thereon. ^ 

^ See talso Gwiilim’s Disi^lay of Meraldry, 6th ed., 1724;, p. 265, 
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THE WILL OF SIR WILLIAM HEDGES. 

“ {Extracted from the Principat Registry of the Prolate^ Divorce^ and 
Admiralty Division of the IIujli Court of Justice.) 

tlie Prerogative Court of Canterbury. 

In the name of God Amen. 

“ I William Hedges of London Knt. and Alderman being of sound 
and perfect memory Doe make this my last Will and Testament in 
manner and forme following vizt. First I give and bequeath my soule 
unto Almighty God my Saviour and Redeemer and my body to be 
buryed in the vault I caused to be made for my first wife adjoyning to 
the Parish Church of Stratton St Margarett near Ilighworth in "Wilts 
in such decend manner as my executrix hereafter named shall think htt 
2 And as to my temporall estate and such goods debts and chattels as I 
have to bestow (my funerall expenses being first deducted) my will is 
and I doe hereby give and bequeath unto my ehlest son William Hedges 
his heires and assignes all that my land and estate called or known by 
the name of the Plowlaud of Cloyne Preisfc in the County of Corke 
and Signorie of Incliequine in the Kingdome of Ireland and likewise 
all the right title and interest I have in the lease of Coolclough finny in 
the said County and Kingdome of Ireland in the tenure and occupac’on 
of my tenant Samuel Atkin 3 Item I give and bequeath unto my said 
eldest son William Hedges the two hundred pounds paid into Ilis 
Majesties Exchequer in his name upon the Million Act and Fund of 
Annuity es 4 Item I give and bequeath unto my second son Robert 
Hedges the two hundred pounds paid into His Majesties Exchequer in 
his name upon the said Million Act and Fund of Annuityes 5 Item I 
give and bequeath unto my two younger sons John and Charles Hedges 
the two hundred pounds ax^iece paid into the Exchequer in their names 
upon the said Million Act and Fund of annuityes 6 Item I give and 
bequeath unto my only daughter Susanna Hedges the two hundred pounds 
paid into His Majesties Exchequer in her name upon the said Million 
Act and Fund of Annuityes 7 Item4.-glve-4iRdr4^eqneath- Ainto -m 
>4a^hM»P-^i mrm ar 4L edges-th&--iive-thoasand-Qne4Hmdredr-pQun4^tock 


8 Item I give and bequeath unto my foure sons William Robert John 
and Charles Hedges all the remainder of my personall estate goods and 
chattells (except what hereafter is exprest) to be equally divided betwixt 
them 9 Lastly I give and bequeath unto my deare wife Dame Anne 
Hedges my coaches and horses and all my jewells and plate engraven 
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or impaled with her owne coate of armes together with the furnitures 
of her owne and my best chambers whom I make sole Executrix of this 
my last Will and Testament In witness whereof I have hereunto sett 
my hand and seale this fifteenth day of Aprill one thousand six hundred 
ninety eight. Wm Hedges. Signed sealed published delivered and 
declared by the said Testator as and for his last Will and Testam‘ in the 
presence of ns John Kent at the Hermitage in Wapping Jno Bodicott 
Scr' Lombard Street Phil Gray servant to Jno Chambers Scr. 

A CoDiciLL to my foregoing Will May sixth one thousand six hundred 
ninety nine whereas I have twenty shares in the Mine Adventure in 
Wales with Sr. Humphry Mackworth whereof one third part is for 
account of my wife and at her disposal and the remaining two third 
parts are for my proper account I doe hereby give and bequeath my 
owne said two third ]3arts with all the profitts and benefitts whatsoever 
arising thereby as alsoe the f oure hundred pounds paid in and oweing to 
me as an adventurer unto my two youngest sons John and Charles 
Hedges to be equally divided betwixt them and if either of them dye 
before he comes to the age of one and twenty yeares Then I give all 
the said two third parts to the survivor of them Witness my hand the 
day and yeare above written Wm Hedges. Memorandum the within 
written Will together with the underwritten Codicill was on the fifth 
day of August Anno Domini one thousand seaven hundred and one 
republished by the Testator Sr, William Hedges after the severall 
obliterations and alterations were by his direction made in the 2d 5th 
7th 8th and 9th paragraphs of the said Will and the same Will soe 
altered together with the said Codicill was by him declared to be his 
last Will in the presence of ns who as witnesses thereof have hereunto 
subscribed our names before the said Testator. Ja. Bateman. 
Robert Wakeman. Jo. Nicoll.’’ 


“Probatum fnit huj’mdi Tesfcamentuin apud London cum Codicillo 
annexo coram Venli . viro Willelmo Clements Legum Doctore Surro- 
gate Yenlis . et egregij viri Domini Richardi Raines Militis Legum 
etiam Doctoris Curim Praerogativse Cantuariensis Magistri Custodis sive 
Comissarij Ttime . constitnti vioessirao die mensis August! Anno Domini 
Millimo Septingesimo Prime Juramento Dhse Annse Hedges Relictm 
dicti Defuncti et Exeentricis in eodem Testamento nominat , cui 
comissa fuit admstrac’o omnium et singulorum bonorum jurium et 
creditorum dicti defuncti de bene et fideliter adstr’ando ead*" ad sancta 
Dei Evangelia Jurat.” 

(Copied at Somerset House,) 
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APPENDIX E. 


LETTERS FROM V/M. HEDGES TO SIR HENRY 
JOHNSON, Knt. (^Sc7iior). 

(In Bi'itisli Museum Additional MSS, No. 22,186, Icing ]Miscella7}Cous 
Letters to Sir Henry Johison^ Knt.^ and Sir Henry Johnson,^ Knf.,, 
71/. P., Ms son.'*') 

No. 1.1 

Aboard y* Defence in Balltosore Road,^ 
Jan. 30, 1682. 

Having wrott you at large already by tins conveyance, tliis is 
chiefly to acknowledge y' receipt and great favour of f most curteoiis 
acceptable present of a hh'^ of Strong Bear, w'"'' you were pleased to 
send by Cap' Gayer, for I return e you my most humble thanks, and 
hope It may some time be in my power to give you a better testimony 
of my gratitude. 

You did not give me y® least notice of this f curteous present by a 
line or two under f hand, w'^ was y® reason it came no sooner to my 
hands (comonly of dangerous consequence) till y* Cap‘ disx>airing of 
my ord', sent it me vp to Hughly before I knew you were pleased to 
present it to me. 

I am very sorry for y' unhappy difference y‘ has arisen betwixt 
Mr. Beard & y^ ingenious hopefull Sonne Mr. W"' Johnson, vpon some 

1 The dates of the two letters require some explanation. 

No. I, dated “ Ballasore Road, January 30th, 1682” (/e., 1683), is holograph 
in Hedges’ handwriting. 

No. II consists (1) of a transcript in a clerk’s handwriting, bxxt signed by 
Hedges, of a letter dated “Hughly IGth Jan. 1682” (i.e.i 1683) ; (2) of a 
transcript, in the same clerk’s hand as No. I ; (3) of a letter in Hedges’ holo- 
graph, dated “Ballasore, 15th February 1682.” All this No. 11 is on one 
sheet, consisting partly of duplicates of letters gone by previous ships, andpartly 
of the additional letter of 15th February. But by mistake of Sir H, Johuson 
No I has been endorsed — 

“ No. 3 A Ooppy of No. (2) from Mr. Hedges consarning Mr, Beardy etc. 

*^Mr. Chaimock, Mr. Naylor, &ca. To be shown if ther be occasion to 
vindecate iny Sons proceedings.” 

No. II is endorsed— 

“ No. (2) Jan. 30th 1682. Ballasore, William Hedges.” 

The endorsements have been transi)osed. 

2 See Diary, p. 65, 
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slight occasion of your Sonn’s not shewing him so great respect as 
Mr. Beard expected, but principally for Mr. Johnson’s going & asso- 
ciating some times (as I conceive) Interlopers by my direction, 
wherein he has been so successfall as to find 'out the said Interlopers 
principall factor for their Raw Silke & Taffaties at Cassambazar, Mr. 
Naylor^ by name, & more than probable suspicion of Mr. Charnock’s 
confedracy w^^ him, especially considering y* great delay of ye Hon*'** 
Company’s goods coming downe this yeare to y* hazard of y” Shipps 
loosing their passage about the Cape ; if this shippe y* Defence getts 
home, I much fear y Society will be forced to a winter’s voyage ; this 
we durst not acquaint Mr. Beard by reason of his extraordinary great 
intimacy w‘’* Mr. Charnock, but if y' Comp‘‘ should be so vnhappy as 
not to beleeue me, f Sonne, & Cap‘ Heath, they will certainly be much 
more vnhappy in these parts then euer they have been ; on y® Contrary 
if we may have any Credit & they will be pleased to displace Mr. Char- 
nock, setling me & y* Agency w'‘‘ f son at Cassambazar, and give 
me power to displace such factors w‘^ I doe not find act to y* Company’s 
most advantage, as I have hitherto done them most eminent faithful 
service in recovery of their lost Priuiledges, & have as great assur- 
ance as can be in this Country of gaining a Phirman & settling all vpon 
a better foundation then euer we had before, so (God willing) I will 
make this y® most prosiDerous flourishing trade in y® world, & make 
no doubt in y« least of routing y® Interlopers, but a house thus diuided 
as we are amongst ourselves can neuer stand ; & if I should be so for- 
saken by y® Comp’" whom I have served so faithfully w^* all my heart 
& strength & successe, as is to all mens enuy, or admiration, 

& procured the Defence and Society to be laden w'** they could neuer 
haue been w'^’cnt the irreparable losse of our Priuiledges <& paying of a 
vast sume for custome ; If after all this I should be discountenanced, 
because I know some pittifull rascals write home against me, it would 
cut me to f heart, & I am confident y® consequence of it would be so 
pernicious to the Hon’’’* Comp"" (whose prosperity I most earnestly desire 
to promote, & see prosper in these parts) y‘ they will neuer recouer it 
in our age ; and you may certainly value y*' stock more or lesse, as you 
find y® Company’s resolutions taken concerning y® Bay; this being y® most 
improuable gainfull trade in y' Indies ; and I can now boldly & truly 
say I am better acquainted w*** y® gouernment of y® Country then any of 
the other party can possibly be, whose extraction & quality are looked 
vpon & esteemed so mean, that they will not be admitted into y“ Nabobs 
presence at any time to speak or argue (as I did almost dayly) him ; 
for my part I have done my duty to giue you & some other friends 
notice of this Rock, & ’twould heartiiy grieue me to see y' Comp‘d split 


^ See p}). 78 5^77. 
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vpoii it ; My great comfort is I defy enuy itselfe to say Tm dishonest or 
negligent in my masters concernes, but for louing & respecting y sonne 
& some others, who respect & lone me better then those who envy my 
disappointiug them of their hopes (as Mr. Charnock) of being Agent, or 
one who by giuing out I am certainly designed to be displaced in 2 
yeares (to make others haue a little esteem of me) & y‘ he is to be Agent 
in my roome (Mr. Beard) ; I thinke is very naturall, & pardonable in 
any man ; I refer you to your sonne for a more perfect relation of all 
occurrences, & remain e S' 

Y' most obliged humble Ser^. 

Wm. Hedgks. 


Cap* Haynes y* Nephew haulng marryed my neece, my Brother 
Hedges his daughter of Ireland, ^ my enemies haue y' malice to compare 
it to Cap‘ Pitts marrying Mr. Yincent’s neece w'** has been y* occasion 
of so much prejudice to y* Comp“ ; but all men are not alike, both of vs, 
& j sonne too, abhor all such treachery & false dealing. 

S' Since 1 wrott y® foregoing letter, y' sonne has had y' sight of a letter 
written by M'. John Beard w*'*' he has comunicated to me ; I take God to 
witnes & declare vpon y* faith of an honest man, there is scai'ce one 
word relating to me or my wife that has truth in it ; it is stuffed up 
w*^ such notorious falsities y* I stand amazed y* such a professor of Reli- 
gion & honesty should be ye anther of it, haveing plaid y’’ Hyppocrite 
& dissembled so haiisumly w‘‘‘ me, professing so great kindnes, respect 
& affection to me y* I can scarce beleeue my owne eyes when I read 
it. I see he has written against me by y“ WilUanisoji & Nathaniel on 
y“ : 20 : Ylt®. Lett y® euent of it be what it will, I cannot helpe it, Gods 
will be done ; I see y** Comp^ are apt to beleeve & credit euery rascall 
vpon his owne bare information, as they haue done those two notori- 
ously knowne debauched mad men Thomas Bromley, now dead, & 
John Thomas.^ Godknowes I neuer had the least quarrell or difference 
w*^ M'. Beard in all my life, either before or since my coming from S\ 
Jago ; nor has there been any conspiring, or Caballing against him, as 
he has declared : I cannot run through euery ]3erticular, not hauing 
time to giue it an answer ; But God willing when y* sonne I return© 
to Hugly we will call M'. Beard to a Public examination, & make no 
question but he will most readily & willingly acknowledge his fault, 
& make a Public recantation, & therefore I am of opinion tis not 
good to deliuer y® letter till we send home his recantation or our pro- 

^ '*My brother Hedges of Ireland” — viz., Robert Hedges of Burras in 
Queen’s County — see App. A. There is a fiinny letter from Capt. Raynes 
regarding this marriage, which will be found under his name in Part III of 
these Illustrations. 

^ See something of John Thomas under his name in Part III. 
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ceedings vpon Howeuer, y sonne tells me he will leaue it to y" & 
Sr Jeremy Sambrookes coBsidera’ion to doe in it as you shall thinke 
conuenient : 

I am S' 

Y'most humble & obliged Seruant, 

Wm. Hedges. 

I have sent you an Antilope by y* Defence^ of w"** I pray y' accept- 
ance. 


Hond. S\ 


No. IL 

Hugly 16 : Jany. ^ 682. 


My last to you was the 15th uIt”from Decca, which I intended 
to send you by the WiUiamsoyi or Nathaniel, but the[se Ships] being both 
gone for the Coast and ffort, before my letters arived [at] Ballasore, it 
now goes by the Society^ who is to follow this Ship, the Defence, in 8 : or 
10 : dayes at farthest, they will both be very rich, God send them in 
Safety, & not to loose their passage. If you should be informed your 
Sohe frequented Interlopers Company, it was by my advice, to learne 
& make discoveryes wh'^ he has effected to good purpose, by finding 
out M'. Naylors villany, and great Suspitions of IM'. Charnocks con- 
spiracy with him. This being all my time permits at present I comitt 
you and yours to the divine protection & Remaine 
[Then follows transcript of No. I, but without the long addendum 
which begins Since I wrott the foregoing lctter^\ etc. ; and then as 
follows, in holograph of Hedges] : 


Ballasore : 15 ffebr. 1682, 

Hond. 

This is chiefly to confirme y^ foregoing Coppy of what I wrott 
you by y** Defence^ who departed hence y" 1 ; instant, a very rich Shippe, 
God send her a prosperous passage. The 3 Interlopers went away 
y' 5 Detto. I wish Mr. Charnocks delaying to send downe y* Cassum- 
bazar goods doe not occasion y' Society s loosing her passage about 
y® Cape. 

Y' Sonne has had y* good fortune to discover to me some great 
enemies of his & mine in this Country, who I plainly perceive would 
stick at nothing to worke our ruine, & blast both our Credit and 
reputation, but having got their owne letters to testifie against them, 


^ There is no indication in the Diary that Mr. Hedges carried out this inten- 
tion of calling Mr. Beard to account. For, indeed, does Hedges, in the Diary, 
mention the transaction until the arrival of President Gyfiordfrom Madras to 
depose him (p. 158, and p. 186). 
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they will be forced (if they have so much grace and ingenuity [in] 
them) to disowiie all they have said, and beg our pardon ; or we [shall] 
compell them to prove what they have wrott against us [I] know tis 
impossible for them to doe ; and then we shall prove [them] the most 
dissembling, false, Hypocriticall Rascals y‘ ever lived [in] this Country. 
I beg you to be refer'd to y' Sonnes relation for [a] perfect and full 
Acco‘ of these transactions, w*"^' have alHicted [us] both so much, y‘ were 
it not for our owne innocency, & y' assura[uce] we have of making 
these men appeare infamous Villaines, our Spirits w^[ould not be] able 
to boar it. 

I am Dear S' 

Y' most affectionat 

& obliged humble [Berv‘] 

Wm. Hedges, 



PLATE I. 
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DOCUMENTARY MEMOIRS OF JOB CHAENOCIC 


This is not only one of the personages most prominent, and most 
inauspicious for the diarist, in Hedges’ Journal, Ibut he is also one of tlie 
most memorable figures in the early history of British India. Yet he 
figures as yet in no Biographical Dictionary, nor have I been able to 
ascertain anything regarding his origin. 

He had arrived in India in 1655 or 1656, and though not, it would 
ajDpear, sent from England iu the Company’s service, he before long 
found admittance into it, and we read his name in a nominal roll entered 
in the Court Books under date 12-13th January 1657 (i.e., N.S. 1658) 
as junior member of the Council at Kdsimbdzar, thus: ‘‘Job Char- 
OTOCK, Fourth, (Salary) 20£.” 

His original engagement was for five years (which was perhaps the 
general custom) ; and a memorial of his, from Patna apparently, dated 
23rd February 1663-4, preserved among the I.O. Records^ shows that 
he had intended then to terminate his service and return to England, but 
at the same time he expresses his wilKngness to remain, if appointed Chief 
of the Pattana (Patna) Factory. This appointment, no doubt, was 
made; for in 1664 he appears incidentally in the records as holding 
that position, in which he continued till 1680 or 1681.® In 1671 

^ I. 0- Combined Volumes, vol. iv. 

® There are several autograph letters of Chamock’s, when at Patna, in the 
India records, but I do not find one of interest enough to print. Such are 

0. a 2927. To Mr. Jonathan Trevisa, dated Pattana, 10th March 166J**; 
*‘2935. To Mr. Henry Aldworth, Pattana, 13th August 1662*'; “2997. To 
H. Aldworth, Oct. 12, 1663”. There are for a long time subsequently very few 
communications of any kind from Patna extant. From “ Hugly, Jan’' y 19, 
1673 ” I find a letter from Mr. Walter Clavell Matthew Cray, the Deputy 
President at Surat, in "wliich there is a long rehearsal of the troubles and inter- 
ferences with the “Petre” trade, caused hy the conduct of the Nabob of Patna, 
“ Ibrahim Chaan”. Till his coming, “ business went very well on in Singee and 
thereabouts, where we make our Petre Investments ; but since that time, he 
being a bookish Nimmauzzee, his officers have taken advantage of their nnister s 
supinenes in his other affaires, and have almost ruined Pattcina/ and Mr. Cia- 
vell writes, that, “ haveiiig ct^mpared notes with the Counsell of the Bay , and 
haveing the concurrence of all the Factories here, I have, with their consent, 
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(SStli October) an order of tlie Court increases bis salary to £40 ; 
and a month later he is informed that “in case he continues in the 
Company’s service, as they have had respect to him in the increase of 
his salary, ... so they Avili further consider him as to his past Services”. 
From this it would seem that Charnock’s energy had already made an 
impression on the authorities at the India House ; possibly also he may 
have had some strong friend there. In 1675 the Court write to Fort 
St. George, to which tbe Bengal factories were subordinate: 

“Upon the commendation you give us of Mr. Job Chabnoce:, we have re- 
solved that for his encouragement, during his stay in onr service at Pattana to 
give him 20»6 per annum as a gratuity/' 

t.c., what would now be called a personal allowance. In 1676 (15th 
December), in writing to the Fort, they suggest that Mr. Charnock 
might be a lit person to employ at the Delhi Court to negotiate for a new 

FhirmauncV\ regarding exemption from customs. There is no indica- 
tion that he ever went on such a mission, but the Vakil employed at 
Delhi, it Avould seem to little purpose, was under his immediate super- 
vision, as appears from various letters. He was also the main channel 
of neAvs from the Court of Delhi and Upper India generally. 

Here are some samples, or musters, as he would have called them, of 
his correspondence Avith the liugH Council : 

6th July 1678 ; 

“ Here is a flying report that the eldest prince is dead. That he was sick is 
certaine, and that Multan is taken by the Pattans, so that the King will 
have work enough to doe with them, * * the whole Kingdome lying in a 
very miserable feeble condition, the great ones plundering and Bobbing the 
feabler, and no order nor method of Government amongst them. The Kings 
liooldm is of as small vallue as an ordinary Govemour’s.” 

21st July 1678 : 

“ In our opinion the summe of money demanded (to get a * Fhirmaund*) is very 
large, considering all circumstances. Had it bin another King, as Shajehawn, 
whose ^Mrmaund and Baslullliookims were of such great force and binding 
that none dare to offer to make the least exception against any of them, it might 
have seemed somewhat reasonable; but with this King Obamshaw tis the 
contrary, none of which in the least (carry P) feare with the people, all his Gover- 
nonrs making small accompt thereof." 

W e are not accustomed to think so lightly of Aurangzeb’s authority ! 

28th October 1678: 

“We shall send the Copies of those papers that you now sent us, to get chopt 
by the great Qodjee, who perhap.s may doe it for a bribe, wee having formerly 
in Pattana gotten 2 Coppies of this Kings FMrmaund of 2 per cent®., without 
showing him the originall, cliopt by the same Godjee for a bribe." 

given orders to Mr. Chabnock to dispatch away some able Vaqueel to Delly, 
that he may endeavour a removeall of these troubles Avhich wee receive from 
the Droga and the new Divan" (0. 0. 3934). 
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In 1678 Charnock was offered by tbe GoTernment of Fort St. George 
tbe place of fifth in Council there. This he declined, considering it 
did not meet his claims, and probably unwilling to quit “ the Bay”, 
where he looked for his advancement. In a “general”, /.e., a public 
letter from the Chief and Council at Patna, dated Sinoe,^ 28th October 
1678, it is written : 

'‘We have obserred what your worshipfull Agent and Councell of the Port 
have inserted in a clause of theire letter you sent us in yours, concerning Job 
Chae-nock, to which he replyes that he is noe wayes yet satisfiyed, nor can he 
in the least conceive that the 5 of Councell theire belongs to himj and therefore 
desires theire excuse for his not proceeding thither, he being not a little troubled 
to see such hard measure afforded him from thence, by depriving him thus of the 
right which hath so many yeares since? and doth now at present belong to him, 
and therefore desires they would be pleased to take into further consideration, 
being allmost confident that his Hono^'* Employers will not suffer him to be 
thus neglected and unregarded after his 20 years service in theire imployment, 
but afford him his right station.*’^ 

The favour in which Charnock stood with the Court went on increas- 
ing, and in 1679 (Srd January) we find them writing to Fort St. 
George : 

“ Mr. Job Ohabkoce having done ns, as we esteem it, good and faithfull 
service, and it being his right, according to our former settlement, to be next in 
degree to Mr. Viitcent, we do hereby appoint him to be Chief of Cassumbazae 
and 2 of Councell in the Bay, and consequently to succeed in the Cheifship at the 
Bay, according to onr Rules.” 

The like is repeated on the 3rd December following, with the addi- 
tion : 

“ And this wee order notwithstanding any generall rule that wee have given 
to you our Agent in your Commission.” 

According to Bruce (Annals^ ii, 450), the Court wrote about this 
time to Fort St. George, as quoted by Air. Barlow at p. 40 below, that 
they would rather dismiss the whole of their other Agents than Mr. 
Charnock should not be the Chief of KasimbaZtlr. This passage 1 have 
not been able to find in the Court’s letters, though what 1 do quote 
contains much of similar bearing. 

And the resentment of the Court is again and again expressed against 
Mr. Streynsham blaster, Governor and Agent at Fort St. George, 
because he had not carried out their express order and Air. Charnock’s 
right, by putting Mm into the K4simbfiz4r Chiefship. 

It appears to have been resolved, under Aladras Consultation of l2th 
July 1679, that Mr, Charnock should have the appointment in question ; 

^ Sinffe or jSingee is the date-place of many of the Patna letters, as the 
name of the English residency there. One letter gives the alternative name 
“or Johnahacl^\ I cannot identify it. 

2 Letter in I.O, Becords^ R.R., c. 1. 
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but, on his own representation, he was to start the annual saltpetre 
cargoes from Patna, before coming down. In November of the same 
year, when Agent Master was on visitation of the Bengal factories, Mr. 
Charnock, whilst accepting the Kasimbaz^r appointment, reported that 
he still could not come down at once. On this he is informed (15th 
November) that his excuses cannot be admitted, and that if he does not 
come at once he cannot have the appointment. The delay continues, 
and on the 15th December a letter is written by the Agent and the 
Hugh Council to Charnock, censuring him, and refusing to accept his 
excuses; stating that the Agent had been much inconvenienced by 
Charnock’s not coming in time to meet him at Kdsimbdzar, whicli 
Factory is the greatest Concerne of the Hon'’^* Company in these parts”; 
that as a man of great experience is required, and as Mr. Charnock is 
designed by the Company to succeed the Chief in the Bay, he is now 
appointed 2nd at Hhgli, there to learn the whole business of the Bay, 
and to be the better fitted to succeed. He was to hand over charge at 
Patna, and join at Hugh before the end of January 1680.^ 

This is the treatment of Charnock — ^not so very unreasonable — ^which 
the Court so greatly resents, and harps upon. They write to the Fort, 
5th January 1081 : 

“ Wee are in all your Letters troubled with long Sections concerning the 
method of succession ; You make the Doctrine more intricate then the Text ; 
and at last a Use shamefully conti*adicting to either of them ; as you did in the 
case of our old and good servant Mr. Job Chaenock, who had the right indis- 
putably of succession (as yon call it) besides our express order, to be Chief of 
Cassamcbuzae. a person that has served us faithfully above 20 years, and hath 
never, as we understand, been a prowler for himselfe, beyond what was just and 
modest : Who thei'efore, We are resolved, shall not live unrewarded by us. Our 
Letters were plaine enough, that he should he Chief of Cassambuzab, and at 
the same time Second of the Bay in degree, and to succeed Mr.YlNCBNT as Chief 
of the Bay. . . . His staying at Pattana to dispatch the Petre-hoats, was his 
care and his duty to our Service .... and therefore Agent Mastbes did very 
ill, and contrary to his duty and the trust reposed in Mm, in taking hold of that 
pretence, to dispossess an honest man of the just reward of his fidelity, due to 
him by all rights. Wee do therefore require our Agent G-tfpoed and Conncill, 
that upon your arrivall at the Fort, you doe immediately dispatch an Express to 
Mr. Chaenock with the contents of so much of this Letter as concerns him 
and our afiaires at Pattana ; ordering him thereon, with all possible expedi- 
tion to settle our affaires there, and leave them in a regular and due method ; 
and from thence presently repair to Cassambuzae to take the Eemaines from Mr. 
Littleton and possession of our Factory and affaires, as Chief of Cassambuzae.” 

And again, 18th January 1681 : 


^ These pax'ticulars are from Notes and Extracts from tlie Government 
Records in Fort St. George^ printed at Madnis, 2nd Series, 1871, pp. 16, 57, 
58, 67-68. I shall quote these again as Madras Notes, 
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‘‘We have received a letter, from Mr. Job Charnock of Ms being at last 
setled CMef at Cassambtjzar, and are confirmed in our opinion of tlie neglect 
of our positive orders made concerning him, and the injury he thereby received, 
and are fully satisfied that our respects to him are well placed, and on that 
account would have you treat him as one of our most ancient and best ser- 
vants.” 

On the appointment of Hedges to the Bay, they are quite apologetic; 
to Charnock for thus superseding him (18th‘ November 1681) : 

“This the necessity of our affairs compelled us unto at this time, and not any 
diffidence or dislike we have of Mr. Job Charnook, of whose fidelity and care 
in our service We have had long and great experience, and We think the place 
he is in already of Chief of Cassumbuzar doth not much differ from our now 
Agent’s, but only in Title and. precedency, and do hereby confirm Mr, Job Char- 
nock aforesaid, our Chief of Cassumbuzar, Second of the Bay, and to succeed 
Agent of the Bay in case of the death or absence of our now elected Agent 
Mr. Hedges ...” 

(Nevertheless, he did not succeed Mr. Hedges, as we shall see.) 

Six months later, writing for lading to Hiigli (26th May 1682) ; 

“ We depend upon the integrity and care of our good old servant Mr, Ohar- 
NOCK to provide us the forementioned quantity of shellaok, of the very best sort 
and at the cheapest rate.” 

Again (20th September 1682) : 

“We know Mr. Pecock of Pattana was a Creature of our late Chief 
(Vincent), and therefore we lay no great stress on the commendation given him 

We did many years since order our Chief and Councill of HdoeIiY to 

direct the providing of such goods there, but it was never done, which we 
attribute to the animosities which they allwaxes had against honest Mr. Chae- 
NOCK.” 

It was evidently de rigueur at the East India House never to 
refer to Mr.* Charnock without some eulogistic expression 5 in fact, 
the tone in regard to him is quite unique in the old Court’s corre- 
spondence. 

It is not wonderful that Hedges got broken by collision witb a vessel 
so freighted with the Company’s benedictions, and so fortified with 
the sense of its own value. But I need not follow the history of the 
feud between the two. Mr. Barlow has abstracted it with admirable 
terseness at p. 3. 

Though Hedges was deposed and disgraced, Mr. Charnock did not 
succeed him as Chief of the Bay. The Court had apparently made pro- 
mises to two persons ; and Mv, Beard became Chief in the Bay (though 
now in subordination to the Fort), and held the office till his death, not 
many months later. 

We have seen that Hedges and others urged upon the Company that 
their trade in Bengal would never jirosper till they came to a quarrel 
with the native authorities there, got rid of the growing exactions, and 

e 
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were established in a defensive settlement, with ready access to the 
sea.’- 

The feeling was no doubt much the same at bottom as that which, in 
recent years, made the mercantile society at Kangoon, or a large part 
of it, clamorous for a breach with Upper Burma, long before real 
political dangers made that breach inevitable. 

^ The following extract from “Abstract of a letter from the English 
Councell of the Bay of Bengali in India” (without date, but of Dec. 26, 1682) 
shows more completely and clearly than Hedges’ Diary how far trouble with 
the Native Government had gone, even at the time of that Agent’s arrival 
from Europe. 

“ . . . Agent Hkdgks . . . found all Trade interdicted except the Com- 
pany would pay Cnstome both for goods and Treasure, till by a present 
to the Governour the Treasure was i^ermitted on Shoar ; but not Suffered 
to bee sent xxnto the >Subordinate ffactories. When afterwards, by presents, 
it was permitted, it was Stox‘)t at several x>laces, to the gi’eat damage of the 
Comjxany ; and wlieu the money was arrived at Cassambusar, the Governour 
there made proclamation that noe Merchant there should buy any Silver of 
them, which forced our Agent to send it to the Mint, and there it was stox>t 
Againe. 

Mr. Harvey at Dacca with great charge gott the order reversed, for our 
jxaying of Custome, for 7 months only, which the Governour at C.assambuzar 
refused to obey, and caused great affronts to be put, Ixy all Governours and 
Sub Governours upon our Nation, Our i^asscs refused, and our ffactors 
desired to send Provisions to other of our ffactories within the Native Officers 
Passes. When ail means failed to redress those grievances, the Agent goes to 
the Nabob at Dacca, with great i^resents, [and] is pursued by the Governour’s 
Order. Two boats with Cloth seized and brot back to the Custome House. 
The Agent rescues the boats, and is followed by land and water ; Proclama- 
tion is made that no boatman or steersman shall serve the English 

When the Agent saw he could not go up by the Natives boats he came back 
and took 2 of the Com^Dany’s small sloox)es . . . and is xxursued by the Chiefe 
Cauzee or Justice, hut escapes. In the interim 1000 tons of Peter arrived 
from Pattana, but was Stopt, and all other business, the Governour demanding 
60,000 nips. Customs, threatning to sell our Peter and pay himself o, or to 
suriirize the ffactory. The Councell sent him word to doe his worst. The 
Governour sends for the Comj)any’s Vakeel, as if hee would show him kind- 
ness, but i)ut him in a x‘>rison, and beats him cruelly every clay to force a 
Writing in our name , . , and sends word to the ffiictory that they would 
beat him till they killed him, if he x>aid not the mony . , . The Governour .... 
released him, after he had heat out of him 5000 nips, and makes proclama- 
tion that no Moor nor Gentiie should serve the English, nor buy silver of us 
under 10 p. cent. Custome, upon which dollars fell from 208 to 190 Rups. for 
100 Dollars. 

“ The Agent arrives at Dacca the 25 OctT and had great respects from the 
Nabob, and the more because he spoke Turkish and Arabick, which they 
delight in and so forth. 
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Even in the letter of the Court, which has been c[uoted at pp. xxii-iv, 
though they raise objections to the particular proposals which had been 
set before them, they show that similar ideas were fermenting in their 
minds, and they put forward a scheme for getting possession of Chitta- 
gong,-^ To this scheme they recur fondly again and again in succeeding 
letters, and at length it took concrete shape in the despatch to India, 
with the sanction of the King (James II), of the largest force which 
the Company had ever yet disi:)layed in the Indian seas. 

The detail of the events in the Bay of Bengal, which immediately 
preceded and followed the desj^atoh of this squadron, is by no means 
always clear, for several important reports from India of these details 
have perished, and the communications from the Court to India sug- 
gest the existence of various blanks in our knowledge. The narrative, 
as given by Orme in his second volume, is, in the main, consistent with 
the allusions in the letters from England, and in connection with this 
important part of Charnock’s career I may make nse of it occasionally 
to supplement the original documents from the I. 0. Records. But my 
object is mainly to give the narrative as it comes out in these, ’which, to 
the best of my knowledge, have never been printed. 

The Secret Committee which had been named for the management of 
this warlike venture — consisting of Sir J oseph Ash (the Governor of 
the Company), Sir Josia Child (Deputy Governor), Sir Benjamin Bath- 
urst, and Mr. J oseph Herne — wrote as follows to Bengal, 14th J anuary 
1686 ; 

‘‘We . . . have examined seriously the opinion of the most prudent and expe- 
rienced of our Commanders, all which doe Concenter in this one opinion (and to 
ns seeming pregnant Truth), vizt.: That since those Governors have by that 
unfortunate Accident, and audacity of the Interlopers, got the knack of tramp- 
ling npon ns, and extorting what they please of our estate from us, by the 
besieging of our Factorys, and stopping of our Boats upon the Ganges, they wiE 
never forbare doeing so till we have made them as sensible of our Power, as we 
have of our truth and Justice, and we after many Deliberations are firmly of 
the same Opinion, and resolve with God’s blessing to pursue it.” 

(The ships are to take on board at Balasore the Agent and principal 
men of the Council of the Bay, and then to arrest all vessels of the 
hlogul, whilst awaiting the Nabob’s answer to the letter which was to 

^ Chittagong had been a port of considerable importance in the sixteenth 
century, and was known familiarly to the Portuguese as Porto Grande, (the 
Porto Piqiieno, or “ Little Haven” of Bengal, being Satgiion, not far from 
Hugh)- It was apparently the CHt/ of Benqala, of some old maps and narra- 
tives. Lying on the frontier of Arakan, it had been annexed by the king of 
that country towards the end of the sixteenth century, but had been recently 
(1666) reconquered for the Delhi Empire by the forces of ShJista Khfin 
Sfibaddr of Bengal. 

r 2 

^ , 'O' J 
^ ^ ^ ^ 
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be sent to liim. The squadron was such as is detailed in a note,i and 
carried six complete companies of soldiers, with the lieutenants and in- 
ferior officers. No captains were sent, as, according to the old system of 
the Company, the Agent and Council of the Bay were to be the captains 
of the companies, the Agent being also Colonel, the 2nd. Lieut. Colonel, 
3rd. of Council Major, etc. 

If no agreement could be come to with the Nabob, then the bulk of 
the force was to proceed to Chittagong) 

“ whei’e, after summons, if the Tort, Town, and Territory thereunto belong- 
ing be not forthwith deliveretl to our Lieutenant Colonel Job Ghabnock . . . 
we would have our forces land, seize and take the said Town, Fort, and Terri- 
tory by force of arms . . . 

‘‘Above all things, wo would have you very carefull, that no violence or 
injury be offered to women, children, or any innocent people that doe not hos- 
tilely oppose you, and particularly, That you do not suffer any prejudice to be 
done to Churches, Mosques, Pagodaea, or other publick Places where God is 
worshiped, or pretended to be worshiped.” 

(Then they are to add art to nature by making the captured x^lace 

as strong as the wit and invention of man can extend to’^) . . . 

‘‘ We doe appoint our aforesaid Second of our Council, Job Chabkock, Eaqr., 
to be Governour of Our Fort, Town, and Territory of Chyttboam, in the 
absence of our Agent and Colonel, John Be abb, Bsqr.” 

The Court were not yet aware of Mr. Beard’s death, but they 
evidently did not much expect their old keeper of the Surat warehouse 
to head the expedition. And even if he should, they wore particular to 
enjoin that 

“Mr. Ghabnock doe go along with Mm as Ms Second, whose assistance in 


^ Besides the MocliesUr (65) and the JRoclicstcv frigate (12), which were 
already despatched to India, and the Company’s small vessels in the 
Ganges: 


SMps. 

Guns. 

Seamen. 

Beaufort, John Nicholson, Admiral! 

70 

- 300 

Nathanael, John Mason, Vice-Adm. 

50 

- 160 

Royal James, (Sir) John Wetwang, Capt. 

50 

- 170 

Tonqueen, Robert Knox do. 

24 

50 

(The Ceylon Captive.) 



Loyal Caiptain, Francis Elder do, 

16 

30 

Beaufort Frigate 

12 

20 

Nathanael Frigate 

12 

20 


And all the Company*s sloops and small vessels at Fort St. George and 
Priaman, which wore ordered to be sent to join the squadron, well manned 
and armed. 

Frigate had not then acquired its modern sense. It was a light vessel, 
built for speed, and attached to the big nien-of-war as an aid. 
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that place we would by no means want, in regard of Ms fidelity and long ex- 
perience in the language and Customes of that country,’'^ . . * 

“ But you must always understand that though we prepare for and resolve to 
enter into a Warr with the Mogull (being necessitated thereunto) our ultimate 
end is peace, for as we have never done it, so our Natures are most averse to 
bloodshed and Eapine, which usually attend the moat just warre. But we have 
no Eemedy left, But either to desert our Trade, or we must draw that Sord his 
Majesty hath intrusted us with, to Vindicate the Eights and Honour of the 
English Nation in India/' 

Long before the date of this letter, however, matters had become 
critical in the relations between the Company’s agents in Bengal and 
the Nabob’s Government ; and, indeed, this state of ferment had begun 
even before Hedges had been removed, as may be seen from passages in 
his Diary under January 12 and December 14, 1C84, pp. 147, 171). 
The native merchants and jpaikars^ or intermediate dealers, employed in 
the business of Kasiinbazar factory, made a large claim against Ohar- 
nock and his colleagues there, which the local Kctzi adjudged against the 
latter to the amount of 43,000 Es. ; a judgment which the Nabob sup- 
ported, in default of payment formally summoning Job by a yasdioicL or 
nsher, to appear before him at Dacca, This summons Charnock had no 
intention of complying with, and prolonged efforts were made, both 
before the local Faujdar and at Dacca, to get the decision modified. The 
factory at Kdsimbazar was boycotted (to use an anachronistic expression), 
and when Agent Beard died (28th August 1685), 2 and Charnock was 
urgently called to Hfiglf to take np the reins, the factory was watched 
by troops to prevent his escaping. All this appears in great detail in a 
Book of the Kdsimbazar Consultations, which survives at the India 
Office, 3 but which terminates with the date 30 Nov" 1685, and is succeeded 
by a hiatus just as the interest comes to a height. Nor do we know how 
the knot at Kasimbazar was cut, or how Charnock made his escape. 
We only know that he reached Hiigli between 16th and 27th April 
1686. A ‘‘ general” or public letter of the latter date from Hugh to 
Balasore is the first that bears his signature, and it alludes to his 
recent arrival,^ And Mr. Charnock is at Hugli when Orme’s story 
opens : 

“The conduct of this war was entrusted to Job Chanock, the Company's 
principal Agent at Hughley, a man of conrage, without military experience, but 


^ It appears from the Secret Instz’uotions to Capt. Joseph Haddock of the 
Ship Princess of DenmarP\ without date, but of about October 1GS7, that 
the Agent at HiigU (i.c., Charnock) was then appointed “ Lieutenant General, 
Admiral, and Commander-in-Chief for the present Expedition, of all the 
Company’s Land and Sea forces.” 

» See a letter from Hdgli Council to Balasore, dated 29th August 1685, 
O.C. No. 5406. 

3 1.0. Records, TT.8. ' 5187 in O.C. Yol, xlvi, 
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impatient to take revenge of a Government from which he had personally received 
the most ignorainions treatment, having not long before been imprisoned and 
scourged by the Nabob.^ One vessel of the fleet was lost ; the lai'gest ship, with 
another, were not able to make their passage : and the rest did not arrive before 
the month of October 16S6 ; by which time a body of the Nabob’s troops, pro- 
bably from some suspicion of the intended hostilities, had surrounded the factory 
at Hughley. Chanock therefore, on the arrival of the ships, ordered the 
troops, about 460 men, to come up the river to his assistance.” 

I now continue the story from the letters of Charnock and Ellis. 

(From a letter to Sir John Child, General &ca. and his Council at 
Surat, dated “Hughley, 24 9ber, 1G86.’’) 

^ # # # 

“6. Wee shall not inlarge on our Grievances, or the present transactions with 
the Government, haveing sent you Copies of our last to the Bt. Honble. Com- 
pany, wherein they are wholly comprehended, bearing date the 14th October, by 
the Fersia Merchantj who sailed hence the 20 ditto. 

####*## 

“7. We .... proceed to give yon an account of some further transactions 
betwixt the Government and us in a late Skirmish at HuaHLY, occasioned by 
the Governour’s Severity practised against us daily. 

“ 8. For at that time the arrivall of our Forces (tho’ Small) had soe alammed the 
Country that the Nabob had ordered downe for tho guard of this towne two or 
three hundred horses (sic), and three or foure thousand Foot, under the protec- 
tion of which Abdxjlgunny^ was very insolent in denying us all manner of 
necessaries for trade, and forbidding us victualls in the Buzar, to prevent our 
Souldiers resorting thither, which was the occasion of the late eruption. 

“ 9. For on the 28 ultimo 3 of our Souldiers going into the Buzar (as nsuall) to 
purchase Victualls in the Morning, were not only denyed the same, but violently 
sett upon by the Governor’s Peons, beate, cut, and carried Prisoners bound, to 
Abdulqunny, the news of which immediately arrived at this factory thus : ‘ that 
two Englishmen were sett upon by the Governor’s Peons, desperately cut and 
wounded , and lying dying in the Highway. ’ Capt . Leshlie was immediately ordered 
out with a Company of Souldiers to bring in their bodies dead or alive, but to 
offer violence to noe man, except they were assaulted ; which they, attempting to 
doe, were by the way sett upon with a body of Horse and Foote in a hostile 
Manner, whom they received, and after some Skirmish put to flight, killed and 
wounded seven, upon which the whole towne was alarumed, and they immediately 
sett fire to their owne Houses, more especially those neare the English quarters, 
as well to barr them out, as burne downs their Houses, which in great part tooke 
effect • for it soone arrived (at) the old Factory which was consumed, with some of 
the right honorable Company’s Saltpeter, and a great many private men’s goods 
to a considerable value. At the same time they began to display their great gunns 
from a battery consisting of Eleven Gunns that they had lately raised to com- 
mand our Shipps in the Hole. Wee then beginning to feare the bad consequence 
of such an nnhappy accident taking us at unawares, wee immediately ordered up 


^ We have not been able to trace any corroboration of tliis. Respecting 
the form which Orme gives to Charnook’s name, see a note further on. 

2 The Faujdar of Hugh. 
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tlae rest of our forces from CHADANAexJB house, ^ thi«e© miles from towne, -where 
they were quartered, and sent ont another detachment under Capt. Bichardson 
to attache the battery of gunns ; which, meeting with hott servis and strong 
opposition, retnrned with the loss of a man and a great many wounded, where- 
upon Capt. Arthb-ortnot^ went ont with a fresh recrnite, made an assault upon 
the battery, took it, and maintained it while they spiked and dismounted all the 
gunns, carried the battle on beyond the Governor’s House, bumeing and driveing 
all before them, upon which, it was reported, the Governor himselfe fledd in dis- 
guise by Water, leaveing the towne in this desolate condition. Our Ketches and 
Sloopes were then likewise ordered up against the towne, but the tide of Ebb 
setting out, and the wind contrary, they were unservisable tell towards evening, 
when they came on breast of the Towne, tooke a Greate Mogull’s ship, and kept 
firing and battering most part of that night and next day, and making frequent 
sallies on Shear, burneing and plundering all they mett with. In all this action 
wee lost but one man, with one of those three that were first assaulted by 
the Governor’s Peons, who dyed in three days time. The loss on theire side, by 
the nearest calculation, is about sixty men outright killed, among which were 
three eminent men, and a great many wounded, and about foure or five hundred 
houses burnt downe, with a great number of their Betiilos, Boras,^ and Boats. 

“ 10, In the midst of these conquests the Phouzdar makes his address to us by 
the mediation of the Butch for Pease, the which wee haveing considered and 
weighed well with our orders and instructions from the Bight Hono^‘* Company, 
and finding it noe part thereof, besides that the place in itself e could not easily bo 
maintained with a small Charge, if more forces came downe, which was to be 
feared, and that there was twelve or fourteen thousand baggs of theCompanys 
Salt Peeter on Shear besides aeverall other goods which could not safely bee got 
off, without the assistance of the Country, wee resolved to forgo this great 
Victory throwne upon us in our defence, reserving our forces and ammunition 
for executing the Bight Hon’’’® Company’s further orders, and accordingly the 
next day at two a clock agreed to a cessation of armes providing they would 
supply us with Viotuails and servants and labourers, which they seeme to per- 
forme, and the Cessation still continues without any conditions of Peace. Wee 
haveing since that lately seized on a Shipp of the Nabob’s at the Biver’s mouth, 
and Capt. Nichoi/SON is gone downe with orders to seize three more they 
report are in Ballasore Boade. Soe that wee know not how long this may 
Continue. Wee strive to bee peaceable on our Side, tell all the Peter and goods 
are gone on Shear, which wee are packing of Baxly, and hope in a fortnight more 
all to leave this place to prosecute further orders. 

11. Wee have lately received a letter from Mr. Watts at Becca, who 
acquaints us that the Nabob is mightily disturbed about our late proceed- 


^ The modern French settlement, Chandernagore. 

2 Capt. Aebuthnot, no doubt, whose name is much mishandled, as is the 
maimer of the Southron with Scotch names. The Court, in a passage which 
I have mislaid (again misspelling the gallant officer’s name), sent him a modal 
for his conduct. 

3 Batella is a wmrd much used in West India, which is either taken from or 
mixed up with the Portuguese BateL But there is a Hind, word, PateU or 
Pataild, also, a kind of flat-bottomed boat. Bora is probably Hind. B/tar, a 
kind of cargo-boat or lighter, used on the Hiigli river. 
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ings, and has thereupon sent to Pattana to seize on all the Right Hon*"'* Com- 
pany's Estate thei-e and Imprison their servants, which could not hitherto gett 
downe ; he would also have Imprisoned Mr. Watts, But that BouemullI inter- 
posed. Ho has ordered downe three hundred horse under the conduct of three 
Jemidarsj2 either to treate us or force us to a peace. 

‘‘ 12. Reports of this matter are various, the Phouzdar tells us he has Orders 
from the Nabob to treate us cively, and incourage us to trade ; others that he 
designes (sending) downe an army on us. A few days before this disturbance wee 
received two Huzhulhoohums^ from our Vakeel at Court on the Nabob and 
King’s Duan to do us Justice in the Cassimbuzab buiseness, by referring to 
Arbitration, the which being sent up to the Nabob and Euan, they returned their 
Perwannas on the Sub Governors here, to lett us go on with our trade unmolested, 
according to Antient Phirmaunds, which might have been of some use to us, had 
wee bin under other Circumstance. Wee have not great news from our Vakeel at 
presont ; we have writt to him at large concerning the Present differences, as also 
to the King and Grand Vizier. Copies of which wee have remitted to Port St. 
George for Conveighance that way, least the Matter should bee misrepresented to 
the King. 

“ 13. Amongst the other contradictions, which are the most that ever such a 
great designe mett with, the Reuu/ort proves exceeding leaky, and Capt. Nighoii- 
SON is gon downe with our Chief Pilott to bring her up into Iitgelee river to 
careen, which must bee done before wee can goe upon any designe with her. To 
add to this is the loss of the Dimond Frigott on Due point, the Disappointment 
of the Madapollam Ketch and the Mary, and noe Tidings of any of the rest of 
the Shipping designed us from Eui’ope. 

14, These transactions gave the Dutch a good opertunity to make their 
Marketts, for tho’ they for some time had bin at Variance with the Government, 
had withdrawn their Factories, and throwne up their Buzars, as formerly advized, 
yett upon the first motion of our disturbances (by wbat meanes or upon what 
jaccounis wee know not) they were immediately againe possest of their Buzar and 
towne of Barkager,*^ and hoisted their fiaggs upon the utmost extent of their 
limits, and continue soe still, carrying on their trade, and will in all probability 
make a considerable investment this Teare, they Aesigneing two ahipps from 
hence to Europe this season. Some think they made use of our differences to 
take possession of their owno againe, others that by a considerable bribe they 
Obtained a Perwanna from tbe Nabob to that effect, but it is generally con- 
jectured by most that after they have made an end of this Years investment, they 
will fall upon them for their old demands. They have now Eleven Saile of 
Shippes in the river, with three hundred men on board of them, and seeme to bee 
much startled at our proceedings, 

‘*15. The Governor begins to bee Sencible how far they have Injured us and 
what Injurie it is, and is like to hee, to them, our leaving the trade and Deserting 
their Country, which occasions their Seeming Willingnes to Comply with us, wee 


1 BoremuU is mentioned incidentally by Hedges, Diary, May 11, 1683 
(p. 87). His name, frequently occurs in the letters of Charnock, etc., at this 
time ; always as a friendly intermediary. He was apx->arontly a Hindu of 
weight at the Dacca Court. 

® Jemidars, in early Anglo-Indian, stands for Zemindars, almost always. 

^ Sec note, i>. 101. ^ See note at j). 174. 
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haveing lately aeene a Copie of a Perwanna from tbe Nabob, sent ns by the 
Pbouzdar, very mucli in our favour, but how far wee can trust them wee are 
at a loss. 

16. Our grievances in the Country, as when wee Compute our demands, are 
Variouse as wee have informed your Excellency &ca., upon all occasions.” .... 

(Then goes on to state tlie cause and amount of damages claimable 
from the Government.) 

Wee hope you have all left Suratt and are safe at Bomba v, where 
wee suppose you likewise to bee possessed of good store of their rich shipps, 
towards the expences of the Warr, the news of which will mightily rejoyce us, 
and soe Wee conclude, leaving the Ishew to God Almighty, and rest &c. 

‘'Job Chabmock. 
“Francis Ellis. 

“ Samll. Griffith. 

“EdWD. OXBOEOUaH.” 

(0.0. No. 6532.) 

(From Charnock and Ellis to President Gyfford and Council, 
Fort St. George.) 

“Honble: 

“Wee received your more Particular GeneralP directed to us and bearing 
date the 8th and 26th August, wherein you more particularly recommend unto 
us the consideration of the Bt. H. C.’s affaires under the present emergency, 
as in theire instructions to us by the Beaufort and Bocliester which wee have 
hitherto executed, soe farre as Power would reach. Wee Praye God prosper the 
grand designe, but certainely soe many difficultys and disappointments have not 
beene found in any one thing soe considerable before, as wee have at large demon- 
strated in one more publick Generali to your Honours of this dales date, and in 
that to the Bt. Hon***® Company by the Persia Merchant, to both which wee refer. 

“ Its certaine wee have beene preparing to withdrawe almost these 12 months, 
which wee might easily have effected 6 months agoe,had not the want of Shipping 
beene the great obstacle, without which the greate (Quantity of Saltpetre, about 
14,000 baggs (soe necessary and valuable at this time) with a greate many other 
goods, together with ourselves, could never have been brought off ; and though 
wee have had some shipping and bonght others for that end, yet wee are in that 
disappointed hy the misfortune of theJosia, who was soe very much worme eaten, 
that shee must of necessity have foundi^ed by the way. The Beaufort likewise 
is soe exceeding leaky that wee can enter upon nothing till shee is carreened, and 
fitted. Thus has the whole series been nothing but disappointments hitherto ; 
and though wee have consulted the positivenesso of our orders, immediately to 
attack Chittigaum, yet you see what impossibilitys have prevented us. 

“ Wee now only stay for getting off the Saltpetre, which wee question not in 
a fortnight more to effect, if wee can continue peaceable soe long, and that our 
designe is to leave this place, with some signal token, taking (if possible) some 
eminent Persons Captives for the ransome of those aloft, then wee intend to ran- 
dezvous belowe at Ino-bClib). There is a greate Jemidar that J oinea to that place, 


^ ‘‘A particular geuerall” was, I imagine, what we should call a confidential 
disi)atch. 

^ '‘Aloft”, i.c,j “ up the country”, as we should now say. 
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wlio is no(we) in open warres witli the Countrey, and courts us for his allye, pro- 
mising us men, Provisions, and Necessaries to build ffactorys or Forts in his 
Jemidarship ; the which, though not particularly directed in our Orders, ought 
not to he slighted ; and at the same time we designe for Chittagaum. 
####### 

“Wee shall bee carefull of what your Honours write concerning the returning 
of the Souldiers, as occasion offers, but those Portuguese are very sorry fellowes, 
of all which, with black and white, together with the 108 men received pr. the 
Bochesler wee can not number 400 fighting men ; though (wee thanke God) there 
has nob been a more wholesome yeare in Benqalla time out of mind, nor noe 
Monzoone that hitherto could bee perceived to hreako up at the change of the 
winds. Wee have not huryed 12 men out of the abovesaid Number these 4 
months. 

‘‘ The Skirmish we have had with the Government mightily startles them, and 
has made them mightily afraid of us. The Nabob knowes not what to thinke of 
it. Sometimes he ’s displeased, and immediately orders 3 or 400 horse downe on 
us, then againe liee stops them. Its true we had an absolute conquest, and 
might have made the Towne our owne, and in it got some plunder, and kept it 
for some time, hut our orders would not heare us out either to loose time, 
ammunition, or men, in a designe that in the end would prove fruitolease, and to 
noe purpose ; therefore have taken this course for a cessation of armes, as more 
particularly advised in our public Generali, 

“ Wo feare nothing but the want of Men in the Ohittagaitm: Expedition, for 
wee ai’e credibly informed that there is 5 or 600 horse constantly there, with 5 or 
000 foot, besides Small Shipping, which is the reason wee are the more willing 
to Staye on the Beaufort and the other greate Ships, thnt wee may aoe the 
husinesse at once ; therefore Pray, what Europe Ships arrive with you, despatch 
them in all hast to our succour ; the event of all which wee recommend to God, 
and rest 

“ Hon^’* , Your most Humble servnts 

“ Job Ohaenock. 
“Feancis Ellis.** 

(To Sir John Child, General, etc., and Council at Surat, dated 
«I-Iughly, 9 Pecemb. 1686.”) 

. The late Skirmish here has reduced them to he very submissive, insomuch 
that they dread the had consequences of our leaving Hugly. Considering our 
demands, the Phousdar proffers that our demands in generall shall be referred 
to arbitration by men of our own Choosing, that we shall have Perwanna from 
the Nabob to trade Ciistome free, till wo procure a Phirmaund from the King, that 
he and all Mutsuddies will he assisting to us in procuring said Phirmaund, but 
how far we may trust them is douhtfull. We have a great deal of reason to 
believe that Severall of our demands might be Sattisfied, as the 14,000 Rs. at 
Cassumbazae, the 44,000 Rups : at Dacca, the 12,000 Rs. at Hugly, to assist 
us in gitting in our debts, Maulda factory to be rebuilt, and then endeavour 
for procuring us a new Phirmaund to trade Custome free ; the rest they Say are 
to be found nowhere, and can be charged to no account except the Nabob pay it, 
which to be sure he*ll never doe. Were not the Seaseing of Chyttbgam so 
positively insisted upon, we might have great hopes of an advantagious accom- 
modation. And how far that may incense the Emperor is unknown to us, and 
possibly may forfeit all our Trade in Bengali. We are informed that the Nabob 


H 



II. — DOCUMENTARY MEMOIRS OF JOB CHARNOCK. lix 

(and we suppose to Gratify ns) Ratli turned ABBTJLatFNNY here out of his 
place, and sent for Mm up to Dacca .... 

^ # # # # ^ ^ 

“ An Account of our Demands on the Oountrey as followefh 

^ Bs. 

For what BttIichtod forced from Mr. Yincent at Cassum- 

14 000 

For what Siee Cawn plundered out of ffactorys at Pattana 
hy 1000 foot and 500 horse and putting Mr. Meverill 

in irons ... 80 000 

For detaining the Agent with the Silke at Cassambuzar ... 400 000 

For protecting Haqgehston from Justice 45 000 

For what forced out of Dacca Factory for picars ... ... 44 000 

For what forced from our merchants at Hugly ... ... 12,000 

For demolishing and plundering Maulda Factory ... ... 150 000 

For Custome paid at the Mintt at Hugly contrary to our 

Phirmaund 150 000 

For demorage of Shipping the 3 last years ... ... 2000 OOO 

For what extorted from us in presents &ca. ... ... 200 000 

For debts remaining and oweing us in the Countrey ... 800 OOO 

For beseiging of Hugly Factory, the Death of the Agent and 

4‘men ... ... 300 000 

For burning the old ffactory and the goods in it ... ... 300 000 

For Charge of 1000 men and 20 Ships for the war ... ... 2000 000 

For the Charges of the ffactory and building if we leave the 

Countrey ... ... ... ... 130 000 


Rupees 6625,000 
Job Charkock. 

** Francis Ellis. 

“ Samll. Griffith. 

“ Edward Oxborouoh.’* 

This is the last letter we find from Hugli. "Wonderful enough that 
Charnock should have been able to remain there and write in this strain 
more than two months after the ‘‘eruption”, as he justly termed it, 
which seemed necessarily to make such a final breach with the Maliom- 
medan power. 

The next letter intimates their withdrawal to Chuttanu'itea, soon 
to be known by another name. It is, so far as we have found, the 
first mention of that place in surviving correspondence, but the letter 
seems to assume cognisance of the locality, and of the reason of its 
selection, as a site securer than Hugh, for further negotiation. 

(To Sir John Child, etc.^) 

‘‘ Chuttanuttba, Slat December 1686. 

“ On the 20th instant we all withdrew and left Hugly, bringing off all 
the Et. Hon^’* Company's Concerns and our own. Our coming off was very 


1 0,G. 5550. 
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Peaceable, and no less Honourable, baveing (as formerly advised) continued the 
Cessation of arms on both Sides hitherto, for the Oonvoniency of getting of the 
Rt. Hon*"’* Company’s Estate, and not without hopes of some accommodation of 
the differences, the Nabob for that end having sent down Mr. Watts, so long 
detained at Dacca, with one Boremull, with powers to accomodate ; in hopes 
of which we continue still at this place upon the expectation we have of the 
Nabob’s answer to our demands formerly sent up by Borehtjll, if which arrives 
not in 2 or 3 daies more we intend to stay no longer, but goe on to Prosecute 
further orders. 

‘‘These do accompany Capt. Tho: Johnson whom your Excellency &ca, 
recommended unto us, and upon which account only have shown and given him 
a great deal more respect then he has deserved at our hands, he haveing proved 
very refractory and .... [illegible] upon Sundry accounts, and what we have 
done for him is purely in respect to your Excellency &ca. Oouncell concerned in 
that Ship. Tho’ the present troubles and differences with the Government would 
not admitt of those Conveniences of Pilotage and otherwise as we intended, they 
haveing been so severe upon us that we have not been Capable of Complying with 
Sundry of our contracts in time ; Amongst which it was Capt. Johnson’s misfor- 
tune to be Concerned .... In your Excellency &ca. to us by tho same bearer 
you take notice of the discouragement you have of trading through Agent 
Hedges former diskindnesse as represented to you, but if your Exey. &ca. take 
your measures from every Pettish Commander when thawrted on their self in- 
tended designs hero, we shall never be in hopes of pleasing, and should we have 
a trade in Bengall again, the Surat trade can never be carried on as it has 
been, without great prejudice both to the Rt. Hon*’’® Company and our Selves as 
late and wofull Experience doth demonstrate ...” 

** Job Charnock. 

“Eranois Ellis. 

‘‘John Nicholson. 

‘^Samll. Griffith.” 

Here, then, on the site of future empire, Charnock and Capt. Nichol- 
son entered into negotiations with the Nabob’s representatives ; the 
result of which was the proffer by the English of twelve Articles or 
Stipulations, which failed of acceptance now, but are often referred to 
in later letters as the basis of farther negotiation. The matter of these 
Articles, though not categorically stated, is to be gathered from the 
following document, which, though called a Copy of the Articles, consists 
rather of the comments of the Native diplomatists upon them. 

“ CoppiE^ of the Articles agreed upon and signed hy Bohour Mall, Mullick 
Bourcoordar, and Mber Phancar on Behalf e of the Nabob and granted 
by the Bt. Honohle, Bnglish Bast India Company at Chuttanuttee the 11th 
January IGS? but afterwards Benyed to he Confirmed by the Nabob,” 

“ As to the first article concerning a Phirmand Custome free : Except the Pia- 
cash of rupees 3000 annually. The Nabob did fformerly writ in your behalfes for 
obteyning a Phirmand, but Could not prevaile, wherefore he now intends to 
write a Second time. 


1 0.0. 6554. 
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“2. As to your Second Article for bringing tlie Mint to HuaiiKT it Lyes not 
in the Nfahob^s power without the King’s order ; but that the Nabob will also 
write to the King about. 

*'3. To the 3d Article concerning arbitration, your business when Occasion 
offers, by 2 of each party concerned. That you may do, but you must first present 
them to the Governour for his approbation, That no injustice may be done on 
either side, and accordingly the Nabob will send his Perwanna to all the 
Goyernours under his jurisdiction. 

4. As to the Article concerning the goods passing too and fro unmolested 
without paying any duties, Wee do answer that your business shall go on as 
formerly. 

** 5. As to the oth Article concerning the Governour ’s buying your Treasure at 
their rates, it never was practised neither shall it be for the Future. 

“6. As to the 6th Article concerning yOur Gomastas building &ca. wee shall 
not be against it provided it be in a proper place as Customary. 

“ 7. As to the 7th Article concerning the 44000 rupees. Wee shall acquaint the 
Nabob about it, that no injustice be done you. 

“8. As to the 8th Article concerning getting in your Debts, the Nabob will send 
his Perwanna for the getting of them in. 

“9. As to the 9th Article concerning Maulda Factory, the Nabob was advized 
by the Zimmedarrs that it was a Fort ; for which reason it was ordered by him 
to be pulled downe, but it shall be rebuilt by them. 

** 10. As to the 10th Article, concerning rupees 12 000 taken at Hugly, what 
moneys has been taken unjustly Shall be returned. 

“ 11. As to the 11th Article Concerning the rupees 20 000 deposited in Gola- 
bbat’s^ hand j if it can be made appeare he shall make satisfaction. 

12. As to the 12th Article concerning granting 2 Peeces of ground for yonr 
Shipping, name your places, and if it he Convenient, wee shall write to the 
Nabob that it may he granted.’* 

Before transcribing Charnock’s own narrative of what followed this 
attempt at negotiation, we give one short extract of the comment made 
on his proceedings by Sir John Child and his Council at Surat, and a 
longer one from the story as it was passed on to Surat by the members 
of the factory at Patna. The former indicate, I think, in a very much 
veiled form, a considerable disbelief in the projects of their Honourable 
Masters as to the capture of Chittagong ; whilst the latter, writing 
themselves with admirable coolness, when we consider their isolated and 
risky position, cast undisguised ridicule on the confidence manifested by 
Charnock in the terms which he demanded. 

The General, Sir John Child, and Council at Surat write, under date 
18th May 1087, to the Court : 

. . . ‘ * Our friends in the Bay must have made a Hog or a Dog of it there before this 
time, and if not, finding they could effect nothing well, patched up a peace with 
the Nabob, and by that lulled the Moors into security, with resolutions to goe on 
with more resolution and nimbleness in August next, at once to strike without 
noise, that if possible they may reach your Honours Orders ; soe that lett it be 


^ See Hedges’ Diary. Index s. v. 
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how it will with them, what wee have directed cannot harme at all their designes ; 
for they mast have the place your Honours desire, or are put beyond the hopes 
of it, before it can bee known what wee have done’L . . 

Letter from Patna Factory “To H. E. John Child, Generali of 
India, &ca. Councill.’’ (Dated at end : ‘‘ Pattana, June !i!t5fch, 1687.”) 

“May it please your Excellency &ca. 

“ . . . the intent of this is to give your Exy. &ca. the best account we can of 
what hath happned since the right Worp'^ Agent &ca. left Hugly, believing at this 
season you must necessarily want advices from thence, the following relation 
unto the 9th of March wee have from our own letters, but the account wee give you 
of what hath happened since, wee have only from the Suba and Merchants 
letters, to which please to give credit accordingly. 

“About the last of December, Bowermxtll, Mellick burcoobdae,, and 
Meir Facca, 3 Munsubdars, went to Chettanutty to the right worahipfull 
Agent &ca. with a Commission from Navob Shastbh Oaxtn to treat a peace as 
they pretended, but the Sequell proved that it was only to delay Time. They 
agreed upon the following articles, but left them unto the Navob’a approbation, 
and Agent Charitogk: insisted to have them confirmed by the King. Yizt. that 
they should have a sufficient quantity of ground to huikl a Fort upon, and there 
to have a mint, that the Navob should rebuild Molda Factory, restore the 
45 OOO Rupees he took about the Cassumbazab qnarrell, and recover all the 
debts contracted by the right worahipfull Agent when Chief there j and that 
henceforward the Government should not determine any controversies between 
the Natives and the English, but that they should be left at our discretion, and 
that futurely wee shoud be Custome-free. And in contemplation of these perfect 
tokens of Conquest, the right worahipfull Agent &ca. rested without action 
untill the 11th February; the Commissioners Bowbrmull &ca. acquainting 
them about the 28th J anuary that the Navob approv’d theire articles and had sent 
them unto the King for confirmation. How they could believe that Shasteh 
Cattn had such small regard to his head, is a little strange. But about the middle 
of Pebrnai*y they were awaked, when Abdull Sttiimitb the Navoh’s Buxy 
came to Hu ^lt with about 2000 horse, upon which they removed from Chutta- 
KUTTY, stormed and took the Fort at T anna with all its ordnance and ammuni- 
tion, destroyed all things that came in theire way, untill they came to Ingerlt 
or HibQ-ly, the Governour whereof, Melligk Cossim, upon their approach 
fled, soe that they possessed themselves of the same without resistance, in which 
they found store of Ammunition j though the Inhabitants had conveyed all they 
had beforehand from off the Island. In this month, February, Ballasore was 
likewise sacked and burnt, and all the Shipping thereunto belonging, which they 
say was about 40 saile. Their Owners expecting what happened had drawn most 
of them upon the Shoare (as it proved) that they might burn the better. 

“ In March 'there arrived two Shipps belonging to Shasteh Caune, one 
whereof they took, the other haveing a Dutch Pilott, and meeting only a Sloop in 
Ballasore road, fought her way into that River, likewise a Boat gooing in this 
Month to gett provisions was sett upon and taken by the Moors, the heads of 
three Englishmen was brought and sett up in Hugly, and 2 or 3 brought Prisoners, 
but wee heare not anymore that perished in that misfortune. The Dutch have 
letters to the Aprill, they say a great many English were dead and sick upon 
the Island. About the begining of May the English attacqued and took a Fort, 
built a little on this side Ingerly, commanded by Melligk Cossim, the same 
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that fled from iNaBRLYEort, Killed ahoat 40 men, and took all their Cannon and 
ammnnition, and hitherto wee cannot heare scarce of a man lost hy the chance of 
W^arr, save those taken in the boate. But about the beginning* of this month 
June, AbdtjiiL Summitd in person assaulted the Fort in which the English 
remaine, with great loss they say on both sides ; and that he hath retaken a 
Shipp with two Elephants in her, and hath Surrounded them on each side, 
except towards the Biver ; that the Moors hath forced the Shipping to fall below 
the Fort into broader water, the Biver there being but narrow ; and he hath 
wi’itt the Navob that he will again assault them in 2 or 3 days. This last story 
came two days since in a letter from Bacca to this Snba Kavob.^ Shasteh 
Cattn hath confiscated the goods that were in Cassambazar ffactory, and 
valued them at about 23 Thousand Bupees in the King’s books. Likewise he 
hath recovered great sums from the merchants, the right hon^’’® Company’s 
Debtors. 

About the beginning of December the Yacqneele (as wee presume) heareing 
what had passed in Hugly, fled from the Army,^ and arrived here about the 
20th March. .... The Vacqueele tells a large story what progress he had 
made in the business of the Phirmannd. That the King had granted the same, 
the cheif heads of which were Vizt.—That futurely the Bt. Hon^^“ Company 
should be Custome free in the Provinces of Behar, Bengalla, and Ortxa, 
paying 'Nolhandy^^ or Tribute 6000"“^* per annum j that they should have a Mint 
in HugIiY, but concerning paying or not paying custome for Treasure coyned 
was not anything mentioned j that the Government should not protect the Bt. 
Honble Company’s Debtors j that whenever they have a mind to build Factorys, 
satisfying for the Land where it was Currig that is over measure, not 

entred in the Kings books, or paying the usuall and accustomed Bent, noe 
Government should molest them, but give them all due assistance. He saith 
about such times as he expected to have said Phirmannd sealed, arrived a Certi- 
ficate about Agent Charnook’S &ea. Seizing Mr. Bavis the Interloper’s Person 
and Estate, not only himselfe, but sundry merchants to whom he was Debtor 
having complained to the Addollutt in Hugly concerning the same. This he 
saith, putt an Impediment unto that important concern, and haveing notice of 
what was designed, he thought it convenient to secure one.® . . . 

“Kothing appearing either in the Vacca*^ or any other Letters untill of late 
concerning these broiles in Hugly &c. induoes us to beleive that Shasteh 
CAtTNE never writt anything to the King concerning the same untill the burning 
of Ballasore <&ca. and the more in that this Subah Vacqueele, who likewise 
aolHcits for his father the Bacca Kavob, lately wrote him that the King being 
very intentive upon takeing Hidrayad, and his Father the Bacca Navob having 
ordred him to acquaint the King with the English business (when) he had an 
opportunity to effect some business this Kavob had (informed) him, that concern- 

^ /.e., to the Kawab of this vSi'ibah (Patna or Beriir). 

From the camp of Aixrangzeb. 

3 AV? literally “horse- shoeing money” j but standing fora pennanezit 
tribute. 

^ Khdrij-jama', “separated or detached from the rental of the State, as 
lands exempt from rent, or of which the revenue has been assigned to indi- 
viduals or institutions” {WUson). 

® This looks like an early form of “ taking care of No. 1”. 

^ Tra/i-’ff, j)!. TVa^'a^rt’, events, news ; an official neAvsletter. 
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mg' the English business the King only enordered an exact Mapp to be taken of 
Hugly &c. and to he sent him. 

“ Wee have been some time cleare of the Government, and have licence to goe 
all (excepting one) which we have spent in endeavouring hitherto unsuccessfully 
to Secure all or part of this money ; hut findeing obstacles invincible, and seeing 
noe probability of peace, wee shall not venture our persons long here. The 
English woman is in the Butch ffactory, a little out of the way, though little 
securer than with us. Wee would faine see her in one place or other before our 
Beparture, An error of that nature is not to be rectified, but would remaine a 

perpetuall scandal and Reproach to the Nation This City and adjacent 

parts were soe amply supplied with Salt the precedent yeares that that com- 
modity sells at about 2* Maund. ...” 

Sd. by RoasR BraddyIi, James Sowden, Samll. Meverell. 

I now proceed to give Charnock’s own narrative : 

Job Ciiarnock and Francis Ellis “to H. E. Sir John Child, Cap- 
tain Generali of His Majestie of Greats Brittain'* s Land and Sen 
fforces in the North of India^ Gommonr of Bomhap, Generali for the 
Rt. Hono^hle Compamfs Affaires in India, Persia §’ca. and the 
ConncelV^ 

(Dated at the end : “ Little Taiina the 10th 7br. 1687.”)! 

“ We received Sundry advices from thence (the Fort) Concerning your 

Excellcncys proceedings at Surat, as also the Particulars of what you advize us 
of in yonr Exg>’* last Generali, the which wee haveing Considered in each Par- 
ticular Conclude with your Exc^ &ca. in Generali, That an Honourable Peace ought 
not to be rejected by no meanes j and Especially att this time when the Mogull is 
BO ueare ffort St. George ; for which there hath been wanting no Endeavour in us 
to bring it to pass ; to prevent those Calamityes that are Incident in the Best 
and just eat Warrs, but such a peace is best made with the Sword in hand, ffor a 
Moguli’s perfidiousneas is too Suhtill for any other pollicy, and its possible if wee 
had not too much Coveted this peace we might have obtained it sooner, as Par- 
ticularly below. 

“ Wee no Less concurr with your Exey. &ca. in that it had been much bettei* 
that Huglet had not been ransackt, Ballasobe Bestroyed, and the Shipps 
there burnt, if it had been any wayes possible to have prevented it j fior Extreamo 
necessity and want of provisions fforced us upon that of Hugley ; and Justice 
Called upon us to punish their Perfidy and breach of fiaith in the [ 2 j of 

Chuttenuttea, in ye Burning the Kings Salt houses [ ^ 

takeing his Forts at Tanna, and Bestroying Ballasobe ; the Maintainance of 
the Warrs oblidged the Seizing and Takeing of their Shipps and Goods, when 
and where to be found ; Selfe preservation and the Security of our Shipping drew 
ns into that Birefuil Place of Hidgley ; Their too great Security in Bringing 
all their Shipping at Ballasobe upon Land firom whence they could not be 
lannched was the only Cause of burning them ; besides all which the Honour of 
our nation brought afresh into our Memoryes the Numberless Affronts and 
abuses received from them upon all Occasions. 

“ In the said Last Generali to your Excellency ^ wee gave you a Particular 

1 O.C. 6618, 

2 Mutilated at folds. 

3 Bated, as appears at the beginning, 3rd Bee* 1686 ; but not found. 
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account of all our proceedings to that time ; ffrom wRence wee shall proceed and 
Carry it on to this Bay as briefly as the Matter will afford it. 

“ Wee lay then under the Expectations of the Nabob’s answer to what Bowjbje- 
MTTLL (his Chiefe Commissary here), as formerly advized, had wrote up Concerning 
us and our affairesj the Effect of which was that MuLiiiCK Buecoobbar Phous- 
dardar (sic) of Hughiy, and Meib Eacca, Cheife Captain of his Intended 
Army, should be joyn’d in Common with Bowebmxjll, and all three to come 
downe to us at Chttttanuttba to treate : They being arrived and the Treaty 
begun, it was Concluded after Three dayes in 12 articles, according to the indorsed 
Ooppy, to which wee referr ; The same being Signed and Sealed by them, was 
transmitted to the Nabob to be Confirmed, The which being Detained 23 dayes, 
after many Doubtfull reports, was returned with very Threatening Perwanas 
on them (the Commissax’ies) and us ; They in betraying the Trust reposed in them 
in Submitting to such Dishonourable Tearmes ; Wee iu So Obstinately insisting 
on such high Demands ; Thereupon Issued out Perwannas on all his Sub 
Oovernours ffor the Leaveying all the fforces they Could throughout the Countrey, 
to Thrust us out of the Kingdome ; never more to trade therein. 

The Nabob, contrary to the Law of Nations having disowned his own hand- 
writing, and acting quite Contrary to the words of his Commissary in the Treaty. 

The Country all up in armes round us, and vfithout any hope of peace, 
or ffurther treaties about it, Warr broke fforth, and on the 9th Pehy. wee burnt 
down the King’s Salt houses, on the 11th assaulted and tooke his ffort at T anna,^ 
with the Loss only of a Mann’s Legg and some wounded ; here wee destroyed them 
some quantity of men, -after which having sent Downe Caft. Nicholson with one 
halfe of the Fleet and Forces to take possession of Hidgley Island, the Agent 
&ca., After Demolishing of the Forts (which were not Teneahle so farr up in the 
Countrey), followed after and arrived the 27th February att Hidgley, which had 
been before peaceably surrendered to Capt. Nicholson, and the Island with all 
the Forts and Batteries deserted by the Military. 

Being arrived there with all our Shipping, Excepting the JliocTiester) the 
Naihaniell and the Ketch SarmieU in Ballasobe roade, and one Ketch more to 
guard the River Hughley, wee tooke into our thoughts the fortifying of that place 
and the securing the Grunns and Amunition in the small Forts round the Island, 
Deserted by them ; and all dur soldiers, in number about 420, were in Indifferent 
good Health. Wee then placed our small Shipping at Severall stations round the 
Island, to hinder the Enimies Landing iu the most probable places, and kept Long- 
boats and Pinnaces Cruising a nights to hinder the People from Leaveing the 
Island, who generally Carryed their Cattle along with them, haveing at that time 
nigh 3000 head of Cowes and Oxen on the Island. Wee also began to raise breast- 
works, and to Digg Trenches round our Main Forte, which was but ffalcely so 
Tearmed, it being but a small weake bouse and a tbinn wall about it, with 2 or 3 
points, not nigh so strong as our ffaotory at Hughley, and Scituated among a 
Grove of Trees and a thick Towne of Mudd houses about 500 (yards ?) Distant 
ffrom the Water Side, where was raised a Battery of ( ^ ) Gunns. The upper 
Fort had Gunns also mounted where they Could doe Service. 

“ Much about the time of our Landing here the Seamen out of the Rochester 
and mthaniell in BaUisore road, together with 30 Souldiers Left there for 
Guard of that place, 'by order Assaulted the Shipps there in that river, in number 
14, which they had drawne up all into Dry Docks, and well ffortifyed under the 


/ 


1 See note at p. 32. 


^ Mutilated at the folds. 
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protection of the Fort and Batteryes, raised and planted with their Shipps Gnmia. 
170 meiij the full number of our forces there, heing’ gott amongst them Soon 
became Masters of them all, and their Fort, in one night, with small Loss, from 
whence marching up nest Day to the new towne of Ballasore, which being Suffi- 
ciently strengthened with Horse and foot, besides their ffortiiications, which 
were at Every MogalFs house, they were sufficient Enough Alarumed to receive 
them ; but the Dispute Lasted not here Long, for they Imodiately became Masters 
of the Whole towne, burning and Destroying all before them ; Plundered the 
King’s Oustome house of Rupees 30 000 besides other Merchants Goods ; After 
twodaiea Skirmishing and Destroying said Towne, they returned to the Shipping 
at old BallasoFm!!], which they Endeavouring to Launch all this while, to the End 
they might (use?) them, but to Little purpose, were forced to Sett Fire to them, 
and burnt them. In this Expedition C or 7 men on our ( i ) numbers of 
them Commeing downe to the Banksanle and Stay ( ^ ) a few dales till the Winds 
wmuld permitt them to gett off ; In the Interim Capi Bromwbjll’s Long boato 
and boats Crew, being principall men in his Shipp, staying aboxit 2 miles up in 
the Coixntrey wore way Lay’d by the Enemy in Axnbuah, and all Cutt off (save 
one), being in number 17, the greatest Loss sustained in the Warr at one time ; 
all the Rest heing brought Safe off the Shoare, the Roc/ics'cr, Nathaniel^ and 
Samuell Ketcb with the Sonldiers were ordered up to Hidgley, and the Ketch 
Good Hope being well raann’d and arm’d ordered downe Into the Bay with 2 
months provisions to Lye there as a Gnard Shipp. 

# # # * * 

‘‘Returning from whence wee Digressed ; The RcSccca ffrigate being arrived, 
and Commeing to Hidglet with the Eoclmter and Nathaniell, with a Prize 
Shipp they had taken of the Nabob’s of Decca, with 4 Elephants, Pepper &ea-, 
and another of the Prince’s under the Dutch protection and pass ; which wee have 
notwithstanding seized. There passed Severall Protests and Declarations betwixt 
ns, but none since the Concluded peace. That matter appears bareffaced to their 
Create Shame, 

“ About this time, the beginning of May, greatc numbers of the Inhabitants of 
the Island Left us, some being deluded over ; others ffrightened ; and others for 
want of rice ; which then wee began to ffeare would ffaile oui’selvea, whereby our 
Fortification stood still nnperfeeted j and this put us on thoughts of Looking out 
for more Rice, and thereupon made an Incursion into the Maine and brought 
away about 1500 maunds with Little Loss. Wee were all besett round on the 
Maine, all manner of Provisions Cut off from thence, and not anything to be bad 
upon the Island but beefe and a little ffish, by meanes of which greato numbers 
of our men aboard and ashoare dyed dayly, and Generally 180 or 200 Sonldiers 
downe Sick. About the Middle of May wee were necessitated to Attacquo a 
Battery of theirs placed on the Other Side of the River that Commanded all onr 
Shipps going to or from our Fort. The which wee did with good Success, defeat- 
ing the Enemy ; Quite Splitt the Create Gunns, and brought away the Small ones 
with the Peter ( i ) and other Amunition, but the Place not being Tenable by 
us (and the) Enemy growing upon us Dayly, they Immediately mounted more and 
Greater Gunns, and beaie our Shipps from their Anchorage, and fixing their Shott 
into our Upper Fort, By this time was Abdull Summed the Nabob’s bxixy 
Come downe to Hidglet, with Considerable fforces both of Horse and Foote, in 
number aboxit 12000, with full power from the Nabob to End the Difference with 


^ Mutilated at the folds. 
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tlie English, Either by fforce or peaceably, as he should thinh most Convenient 
and flor his Honnour. At the Newes of Abdull Sttmmub’s arrivall with such 
Considerable fPorces The Jemmidar that had promised us his help with men and 
Pi'ovisions was Either bought of, or fPreightened into a Complyance with AbdulIi 
SuMMUD, so that he revolted from us. Abdull Summud, in respect of his 
great number of fforces Soon effected his Designe, raising new Eortifycations on 
Sundry places of the R-iver where it was narrowest, thereby so Annoying our 
Shipping that they placed Every Shot, and our men, Souldiers, Sailors, and others 
ffell downe Every Day Sick of the Generali Distemper of the Island, Eeavour and 
Ague, which was by this time Epidemicall, so that wee had buried almost 200 
men of all sorts, and Scarce 100 men remained to Keepe the Fort, and those very 
weake. And the Enemy, well understanding our Condition, the 28th May in the 
afternoon ffrom a Battery of theirs Landed 700 Horsemen and 200 Gunnmen, and 
imediately tooke a small battery of onrs opposite to theirs (which was armed) of 
4 small feild-peeces, a Gunner and 20 men ; the which ( ^ ) being quite ffinished 
was Diserted by our men, being ( ^ ) at the Sight of such a Number of the 

Enemy, who receiving Encouragement from this small Conquest, marched with 
their fforces and our ffeild-peeces to the Maine Fort in the Towne, where they 
arrived in a manner as Soone as our Intelligences, it not being 3 miles distant, 
and surprized Lieut. Rtchd. Fbances, His wife, and child, who were Sicke in a 
house in the Towne. Himm they Cutt in Peeces, his wife and child they Carryed 
away Prisoners, and seized upon our Stable of Horses, in numbers 6 or 7, and 4 
Elephants Likewise, that wee had Lately taken. They haveing thus surprized 
beyond all men’s Expectations, and part of the Towne on Fire, had almost Lodged 
themselves in our Trenches, before wee could well Call our Souldiers togeather in 
armes, and all that Evening had ffeirce Engageings from our outward Trenches 
in which they Lodged themselves in our Line, but the MogulFs Courage, as their 
Nature is, going out of them with their Bang ; Next Morning were soone ff eazed^ 
out from thence. At this time our Condition was most Desperate and Deplorable 
by reason of Sickness and Death ; not haveing but one Officer of 6 Leiuts. and 
8 Ensigns, to command under his Worshipp at that time in the Fort, and of 26 
Sergeants and Corporalls not above 4 alive, and alle to do Dutyj Captain N roHOL- 
son’s Shipp, Emptyed of all her Gunns, Amunition, Provision and Goods, ready 
the next morning to go on the waye to heipe another Desperate Greate Leake 
Sprung in her, as greate as the former, and none of our Shipping half mann’d, 
whereby wee were in Danger of Losing theRt. Hon'*'* Company’s Shipping if wee 
had then deserted the Fort ; Extreme Necessity then ffoi'cing our Courage, wee 
held it out the next Day, notwithstanding they Landed a greate many more men 
upon us, and battered us with their feild-peeces, and beseidged us | round ; for by 
reason of a Gurriall house which stood halfe way to the water side, and on which 
was planted 2 Gunns and a Guard, wee Kept that Passage to our Shipping open, 
whereby wee recruited and reinforced our Selves from the Shipping with Amuni- 
tion, Provision and other neeessaryes with which this Day was taken up, as 
also in Carrying off some of the Rt. Hon^'® Company’s most Considerable goods, 
haveing Kept ffireing all this Day and next night on both Sides, in which fell 
much raine, which with Constant Duty much Disabled our menu, Whereby a 
great many were sent off Sick ; the Severall Small Shipping that guarded round 
the Island were ordered into the broad river to be in a readiness to receive us, 
when the Syam Prize, the Bevenge, grounded upon a Sand by the way, Oversett 


^ Mutilated at the folds. 


^ Harassed. 
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and Billeclged, and tlie men had no sooner Left her then the Enemy on the other 
side possessed her. 

Thus wee held out for 4 daies, in which onr Garrison, growing Very thinn, 
not having above 100 ffighting men in it, and the 2 Batteryes, wee received a 
recruit of 70 men from the Europe Shipping, Commanded by Mr. Denham, who 
Chearefully Sallied out the Next day, and beate the Enemy ffrom their Gunns, 
burning their houses and returned with the Loss of a Mann. Next day wee 
dropt all the Saylors out of the Fort by 1 and 2 at a time to the Under Battery 
at the Water Side, when being all drawne up in arms marched up to the Fort 
with Brums heating and Trunipetts Sounding, and the men huzaing as two 
daies before. On onr part wee Lost about IG Men, on theirs a very Greate 
Number ; The Enemy Supposeing us to be Supplyed with Constant recruits ffrom 
the Shipping grow Bull upon it, and on the next day, in the Morning, being the 
Gth Bay, held fforth a fflagg of Truce in order to a Treaty. And the Agent 
having sent one out of the Fort to Biscourae them, They advized the Agent that 
Abbull Summub was Inclined to a peace Iff wee would Send over any body to 
Biscourse him about the Same. The which wee Condescended to upon the 
Leaving a Hostage of Equall Vallue. The which they were unwilling to Grant 
till they had wrote over to Abditll Summud about it. A Cessation of arincs was 
declared on both Sides till next day at 12 a Clock ; belbre which time they, 
receiving ABDULii Summuds Opinion, Delivered us (unto the) Fort an Hostage 
in lieu of Mr. Richabd Tbenciipbild who (went) over to Biscourae AuDUiiL 
SuMMUD. Mr. TRBNC’irii’EiL'D returned on the Morrow Early, in which Time 
Abdull Summit jd and he had disputed a great many things, and at Last Came 
to this Conclusion, that if the Agent would send over 2 or 3 with full power to 
Conclude a Peace with him he would Treate with them about it, in order to the 
putting an End to the Warrs ; and ffurther, Mr. Tbenghe’eilI) adds, he was in 
hopes of very Honourable Tearmes. Upon which it was resolved That Mr. 
Tbbnchpeili) Should go over againe with Thomas Macrith and Mr. 
W"' JoLLAND, with Instimctiona to treat with Mm about a Peace; haveing 
Hostages Left in their roorae ffor their Safe returne and to Insist on the 12 
Articles granted at Chuttenuttea ; Yett withall, with full power and orders to 
Conclude a Peace before they returned, upon the Most advantageous and 
Hono'"*® Tearmes they Could procure, for our Condition was such at that time, 
through the greate Mortallity and Sickness of our Men, That Indeed wo would 
have Accepted of any tearmes to have had our Selves, Shipps, and Goods Con- 
veighed of the Island. They, haveing been 3 Daies, returned with a jffirme Peace 
Concluded, to he Interchangeably Confirmed by the Rt. Worsh^full the Agent 
and Abhulb Summed according to the Tennonr of the Inclosed Coppyes, to 
which wee referr, and Proceed to give account that on ( ) Bay after, wee 

received a Mogull into the Fort to take Possession (of the) Same, and on the 11th 
Bay gave them full Possession (and went forth) with our Amunition and Artillex’y, 
Brum’s heating and Collours (Hying). Abdull Summud haveing broke up his 
Camp, on the 17th following the Rt. Worshipfull Agent marched with half the 
Meet to Ulleberrea and Little Tanha, where wee Still are; Abdull 
Summud, Contrary to Agreement, not Leaveing Busticks at Hugli for our 
Shipps to Pass Tahha Forts, without which wee Could not goe. 

And we Lay in Expectation of the Nabob’s Perwanna ffor Confirmation of 
the Articles agreed upon till the 20th July, when arrived a very Imperfect 
Perwanna according to the Translate That Comes herewith ; with the which wee, 
being no wayos well Pleased, writt another Arzdass to the Nabob, that what he 
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ha-d done, was not according to Agreement, and withont he would Lend a more 
fiirme and Suhstantiall Perwanna, Wee would accept of none. • Upon the which 
ABDxriiL SuiarMTO Advized the Agent by Letters that there was a fiirme 
Perwanna on the Way, with 5 other Perwannas to our Hearts Content, accord- 
ing to the Tennour of the Enclosed Translate of his Letters to the Argent, 

Mr. Bichard Trenchpeild Informed us that According to their Instruc- 
tions, they Insisted Extreamely upon the Delivery of English Subjects Trading 
in India without our Leave, hut Could no wayes Prevaile. Abbe ll Summed 
haveing Concluded the matter with a reasonable answer of his, That how Could 
wee expect that such a thing would he granted us in a fforeigne Countrey ; when 
at the same time wee refused to deliver up the Subjects of the Mogull Serveing 
in their owne Countrey in this present Warr against their King, Beligion, 
and Countrey. 

* # # ^ # 

“ The Mortality this Yeare hath been Very Create, but more Espetially at 
that place of Hidglet, which was not only in respect of what Dyed there, but 
greate Numbers Died afterwards through the Disease they Contracted there, in 
so much that wee have buried the Last Yeare from the Shipps and the Millitary 
nigh 500 men, amongst which are 14 of the Bt. Hono^’® Company’s Servants and 
G Women. Of 6 Leiutenants only 2 Left, and those Miraculously recovered. 
8 Ensigne fell, 10 Sergeants and about as many Corporalls, with 250 Sentinells 
and as many Seamen ; and Very few or Scarce any that Escaped a fitt of Sickness 
upon that Infected Island. Throughout the whole Warr wee had not above 40 
men Killed by the Enemy, 

**##*## 

Haveing Detained the Cossetts^ 4 or 5 Daies ffor the (arrivall) of the Per- 
wannas from the Nabob as above mentioned, and advized (by AbIbulb Summed, 
wee have received the same, which wee find to he (little) better then the former, 
and indeed nothing at all Materiall or to any Purpose, as per Inclosed Coppy 
Translated, which wee remitt fPor your ExceUencys <&ca. perusal! The Same 
Confirmes to us that the Warr is not Yett at an Ende or Like to he Suddainly, 
and that they designe nothing Less than Peace, by his net Confirming the 
Last articles Concluded on, but that they have a gi’eate Designe on ffoot to 
flatter us into their Clutches, with a few ffaire words, that they may Come upon us 
flor all the Damages Done them in this Warr (which is Irrepairable by us) as our 
sundry Advices, as well private as otherwise, doe sufficiently Infornie us, and 
Caution us ; ffirom his Answers to the Vast numbers of Complaints brought 
against us to the Durban*, upon which wee have resolved so farr to accept of his 
Perwanna as to go up to Chuttanuttea with all our Shipping, being 5 Miles 
above Tanna Fort, as well for a recruit of Provisions, as ffor the Spinning out 
this Monzoone, with a ffirme resolution not to Settle noe Trade, till he Confirmes 
these Last Articles, and Gives us Some security against any Demands of Damages 
that arrise against us hereafter ; for which End wee have sent up a Vackeel to 
Dacca. No recruits have arrived this Yeare from England nor any Shipping. 
The Last was the Berkley Castle which arrived here the 23d August ; (The 
Company) well at home, but their affaires Very hadd in India j our S(hippa are) 
all Disabled for want of men ; We give G(reeting . . . . ) to all, So Conclude 
and Best 

‘‘ Your Except* &ca. Most humble Servants 

‘‘Job Charnook. 

Frances Ellis. 


1 Cossids (Kdsids), or express inosBciigers. 
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Capt. Nicholson being at Hibgley with his Shipp Beaufort, the NatTia* 
niell and Bocliesters Mr. Samubll Gkippith at Hnghly Siek^ Mr. Bichd. 
Tbbnchpeild there also upon business ; Bbwd. Oxboeough Bead, is the 
reason why no more subscribe. “ Tho; Mackbith, Secy.” 

The following three papers belong to the negotiations initiated at 
Hijili, with the Nabob’s answer alluded to in the preceding letter. 

(Indorsed— A bbull Summud’s Writeing to Agent Chabnock y' 

8‘^ .Tune 1687.”y 

The Agreement with Agent CHAimocK is this, That whereas the Agent (to 
satisfy himselfe) hath presented Severall reexuests in 12 articles in a writeing, ffor 
the Confirmation of which he has demanded tho Nabob’s Perwanna, Whereof I 
make this agreement (or Cole-) That according to his Desire I will procure the 
Nabob’s Perwanna, in which you may rest your Selfe assured, and by no manner 
of way Lett any other thought enter into your Heart, and rest your Selfe 
satisfyed that yon may ffor the ffuture Continue your trade with the same 
priveledges as formerly.” 

Translate of a Paper Sent over for the lit. WorpHl the Agent to SigncT 
(Indorsed—''* Translate of a Paper signed h\j ye Et. Worp^U Agent to 
Abbijll Summub, fl^HBEGELiE, y^O'^'dane 1087.”)*^ 

“ I Agent Chabnock do make this Agreement. Whereas ffor severall Opres- 
sions which have been done us in Hodgee Sophy Caun’s time and Severall 
Mutsuddies, I designed to withdraw our ffactories ffrom Bengalla, Pattana and 
Orixa and returne into our owne Countrey; in the interim Abe ull Somme B 
(whom God preserve) comming this way, I made knowne to him our Opressions, 
who gave to us Encouragement ffor which I make promises to returne to our 
ffactories and Trade as fformerly, and the Shipps and goods of Merchants which 
reniaine in our hands I will deliver when the Nabob’s Perwanna arrives in Con- 
firmation of our Antient priveledges.” 

Translate (f a Perwanna from Nahoh Shasta Caune to the lit. 
Worsliipfull the xlgcnt, Pcc\l from Dacca the 2Ls*jf Day of July 
1 (; 87.”4 

** The Arzdest with the JUstimauze^ Concerning your twelve articles which you 
sent is arrived, and the Contents understood. You writt that * whereas in 
Hoeqee Sophy Caenes Government severall oppressions and Injuries were 
done us, wherefore I removed our ffactorys, and because of tbe Contrary winds 
I went and tarryed on the Island of Hidgalee. Now that Sheik Ubeull 
Summed is Arrived here, and hath given you Encouragement by faire pro- 
mises, you are in hopes that according to your Bsiimauz you shall receive a 
Perwanna of Encouragement that you might continue your Commerce according 
to the ancient Customes.’ 

** Consider Yourselfe what manner of Evill has been Enacted by you, and those 
rash fSghts made with the Kings fforcea, and with my selfe, And ffired 3000 


1 O.C., 5003, in 1.0. 

2 Kaul, or Cowle, as we often find it in Anglo-India documents. 

3 0.0. 6601, in I.O. . ^ O.C. No. 6007, in I.O. ' 

^ 'Arzdasht, see note, p. 163; Estimauze must be for ** a humble 

representation.” 
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Canon Stott, and plnndred and took prizes, the Shipps of Moors, and afflicted 
God’s people. If the matter should fully in every pai’ticular he made knowne to 
the King, the Offense in noe wise would he forgiven. However, whereas you 
writt to me, through your great uprightness, and Sheik Hbdull Summud’s 
acquainting me with the same, and made known to me that whereas at what time 
about your Merchandizing it was asked those you sent, they made acquainted 
that (in) this province there were not such Merchants as could trade with you for 
ready mony, soe that the business with petty Merchants who first carry away 
mony, and at the time of demanding Goods they make use of ill ways, which 
Causeth dissatisfaction to arise between you, which is different from Suratt, 
where the Goods is delivered to responsible Merchants, and the mony imediatly 
paid downe upon the Nayle, and what goods is required they contribute tbeir help 
to produce them j Wherefore Sheik ITbdxjll Summud hath agreed that you 
secure yourselves in UiiUBUE-REBAH, and remaine in your ffactorys att Hxjgly, 
Carrying on your Hegociations with the Merchants j the sence of which setts 

forth your boundless goodness, according to this Agreement Act Whatever 

goods of Merchants and the Inhabitants of Hugly &ca. which yon have taken, 
you say some of said things, Shipps is sunck, and some burnt in the fire, and 
your demands that you make on the Picars their Case is thus : many of them are 
Dead, and some are absconded, since ’tis soe, neither will I lay hold of you for 
the Merchants &ca. their goods, nor you make any Demands for your goods, 
and for settling the mint at Hugly, and to forgive whatever Custome Hodgeb 
Sophy Cattnb settled above the 3,000, I have wrott to the King’s Court, 
According to the Command that comes may be done. Dated the 3d of Ramsan 
in the 31st yeare of the Kings Eeign.”i 

Orme states that 

By a treaty signed lOth August 1687, it was stipulated that the English 
should not only be permitted to return to all their factories in the province 
but might likewise erect docks and magazines at Uleibarea, a village situated on 
the western bank, about 50 m. from the mouth of the River.” 

Bruce again^ with an apparent reference to this statement, observes 
that it can be gathered from the instructions of the Court, and the 
foreign despatches of the subsequent season, that the indulgences 
granted by the ll^'abob’s Parwana did not form the basis of a treaty 
for the renewal of the Company’s commerce in the Bay of Bengal, but 
arose only from, the arrival of the large armament from England” 
(ii, GOD). 

It is obvious, I think, from the documents which have been presented, 
that no treaty had been signed on the IGth August, as Orme believed^ 
and that in the following month, when Charnock wrote the letter Inst 
quoted, he was neither satisfied with the vague terms of the Kabob's 
parirdmi^ nor did he believe that any lasting peace had been established. 
I have not found documents detailing what followed immediately 
upon the condition of things partially described in that letter, but 
Orme seems to have had better fortune in India. Charnock, he says, 

remained three months at Ulabarea, during w^bich the x^ace was found 

1 /.r., 211(1 July 1687. 
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to be so improper for the purposes which had induced him to ask it, 
that he desired <aud obtained leave to remove to Soota-Nutty/ a town 
about 40 miles higher up,^ and on the other side of the river, where 
the factors and soldiers lived in huts until they could provide proper 
habitations. Meanwhile the war at Suratte broke out afresh, on 
hearing which the Nabob of Bengal paid no regard to the treaty made 
at Ingelee” (see remarks above) ; “ but gave up the English trade to 
the rapine of his officers, and at the same time demanded a very large 
sum as a recompense for the damage which his country had sustained 
by the late hostilities. Ciianook being neither in a condition to oppo'se 
him by arms, nor to appease him \vith money, sent two members of the 
couftcii to Dacca, to try if he might be softened by submissions.” 

The last fact is confirmed by documents which I shall give later j but 
I have found nothing- else bearing upon Gharnock’s relations with the 
Nabob at this time, nor touching the circumstances or duration of this 
second sojourn on the site of Calcutta, between the return from the 
Hijiii episode and the renewal of the war in the latter part of 1088. 

But here is a proper opportunity to introduce some of tiie comments 
and orders of the Court in connection with the transactions that have 
been set forth. 

From the beginning of the tension in Bengal the rulers of the Com- 
pany were disposed to judge tlm proceedings of their Agent (then Mr. 
Beard) and his Council very harshly, and to address them in that 
acrimonious tone, which was their use and wont at this time, and wliicli 
can hardly have tended to promote loyalty among their servants. As 
early as 12th August 1G85, we find them writing : 

‘‘ We see how intoUerahly you are abused, every day worse and worse, by the 
avaritious Governours of that Country, and how sheepish you are in submitting 
to such unreasonable and unjust affronts .... We cannot but admire at your 
niceness and scrupulosity to leave that place (Hdoni) in debt, as if you never 
intended to return, or be resetled there again. Whereas wo apprehend (as Mr. 
Oharnooe: wisely observed) that nothing would more tend to your resetlement 
after a breach, than the importunity and intoreatof your Creditors.” 

As the various operations succeed one another, and they know that 
their favourite Job Gharnock has been the guiding spirit, they are 
dissatisfied with him also, and no longer cite his wise dicta as in the 
preceding quotation, though their reluctance to blame him comes out 
curiously, and sometimes contradictorily in the same letter. Thus (to 
Bengal, 20th September 1687) : 

“ We hare seriously perused your three general letters of 22d Novr., 15th and 
2Sd December [1686], to our President and Council of Fort St. George, wherein 
we observe that you are so fond of Peace that you would find contradictions in 
the Eing^s and Onr orders, to cover your avarice and faint heartedness, where 


^ Ac.. Chuttamitty [OhatdnaU). 


Really only about 16 miles. 
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wiser men than yourselves cann’t see tlie least Shaddow of Contradiction. These 
letter’s were not only read seriously in onr Committee, hut in his Majestie’s 
Cahinett Councill, and the King himself present .... We know your interest 
leads you to returne as soon as you can to your Trades and getting of Money, 
and so, it may he, our interest prompts us 5 hut when the honour of Our King and 
Country is at Stake, we scorn more petty Considerations, and so should you.” 

Chittagong, it was generally agreed, would be best for their purpose, 
and Mr. Charnock’s ow^n particular letter to Sir Josia Child admitted 
that its conquest would be easy. The Court hope that their officers 
had proceeded accordingly to secure it, but can only in general terms 
assure them that 

“We will undauntedly persue the war against the Mogull until we have a 
fortified settlement in Bengall upon as good termea as we hold Fort St. 
George or Bombat, whatever it cost usJ* 

So their servants must be prepared to leave tlie country again upon 
very short notice. 

The next two passages are from a letter of 28tli September 1687, to 
the Fort : 

“We see no cause to find fault with Mr. Charnock’S conduct of the war 
hitherto, whatever we may do hereafter. If it he true that he missed such a 
great sum of money as is talked of (which we do not believe) we are sorry he 
mist it j hut that is more than he could know when he made the cessation, and 
more than we or you know yet. And, set that aside, he had great reason to 
comply with the proposed cessation when it was offered. 

##*##*# 

“ We are well satisfied of Our Agent Mr. Charnock’s Sincerity to our interest, 
and only wish he were as good a Soldier as he is (for aught we see, by long 
experience of Mm) a very honest Merchant ” 

The next extract is from a letter to Bengal of the same date, viz., 
28th September 1687 : 

“We have a very good opinion of the fidelity of our Agent Mr. Chabnook, 
and like very well that ingenious letter writt by himself to Sir Josia ChiiiD, 
which has been communicated to us ; but we think he is a little too diffident 
of the trouble he fears in keeping Chittegam. We are not afraid of the 
charge of that, nor of the worst the Mogull can do against us there, while we 
have the Eaccanbrs to friend, and can let their War boats loose to prey upon 
the Moors in all parts of the Gangebs. That is such a sick condition for them 
as would soon make the Kahob and the Mogull himself weary of it, as well as 
of the Depredations we and our private Ships shall be continually making upon 
all his Ooast towns, as well as upon his Shipping, and by the assistance of such 
Jemidars” (he. Zemindars) “ as you say in your letter of the 25th November are 
in open hostility against him and his Countrey. . . . 

“Our Agent Mr. CHARNOCKwill observe our respects and good opinion of 
him hy those Paragraphs of our Generali Letter, now writt to Fort St. George, 
wherein wee have occasion to mention him.” 

In their letter to Bengal of 12tii December 1687, they write : 
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When we perused yonr Huoly Diary, cammencing September 1085 and 
concluding November 1080, wherein wo ol)8erve the manifold insupportable and 
hainous abuses offered to you by the Natives of Bengalx^, to the robbing of us of 
almost halfe our Stock, it provokes us as w’ell to indignation, as to admiration, at 
your insencible patience, that you should let them pass with so easy a (correction 
after you had them at your mercy in Huoi^y, and much more that you should be 
yourselves, and suppose us to be, such weak and unthinking men as to venture 
our Estates again in the hands of such false and rapacious villains, without a 
strong Fort at hand to revenge the injuries they may hereafter do us ; which we 
are so far from intending, that we are peremptorily resolved never to send any of 
our Estate again into Ben(JALIi, untill we know you are well setled and fortified 
in some strong place of our own, with au English garrison. And it is for that 
purpose principally, that wo have been and are at so vast a charge, in sending out 
so many strong Ships last year, and so many Souldiers as we have sent this last 
and this present year ; tho’ we are not without great fear that your own back- 
wardness and hankering after your px'ofitablo easy old habitations, as the 
Israelites did after the Onions and G-arlick of Egypt, may deprive us of the fruit 
of all our cost . , . . You must seriously consider and lay to heart the Com- 
pany’s excessive charge for the honour of our iO'ng ami Countrey, and make all 
possible reprisals you can on the enemy, for our reimbursement, and the main- 
tenance of our forces, the likeliest place for the doing of which effectually, we 
think, is the surprizall of Dacca itself, if you can contrive such a designe with 
such Secrecy that the Nabob have no foreknowledge of your purpose.” 

Again, xiuder date 27tli August 1G88 : 

‘‘We bare with great impatience read your letter of 26th of August 1687, to our 
President and Council of the Fort, and are grieved to see how you trifled away 
time upon frivolous pretences, lost the season of going to Chittegam:, and 
engaged our forces in unhealthy places, to the loss of the lives of many of our 
worthy Countrymen, and the irreparable dishonour of our Nation, and the ruin 
of our Trade inBENGALL, if our worthy Generali on the other side of India^ had 
not pursued our orders, and thereby recovered the reputation to our King and 
Nation which you lost by disobeying or neglecting our orders, 

“ It is a vanity to fancy that your prudence or Subtilty procured at last those 
good terms you obtained of Abdull Summitd, when you and our forces were by 
your errours aforesaid reduced to that low condition you were in upon the 
Island Higiley j it was not your wit or contrivance, but God Almighty’s Good 
Providence, which hath always graciously superintended the affairs of this 
Company, particularly by the success he was pleased to give our Generali on the 
SuBBAT aide .... This fatall disappointment of the whole Trade of India” 
(viz., by the strenuous proceedings of Sir John Ohilb) ^'caused insurrections, 
and an universall lamentation and cry, not only of the Natives but of the other 
Nations aforesaid, Pea(je with the English or We must all /Siurue, and this 
caused the Mogull only of his known humane benign disposition and love to man- 
kind to send Gossids and Dogohuckys in hast to Bengali and all places to make 
up the breach, and one of his great Princes to Subrat in such manner, and with 
such express instructions, that the English should remain contented. 

“ From hence we do rationally conclude against the opinion of our Agent Mr. 


1 Le , Sir J ohn Child, brother of Sir J (.>sia, who is always XHiffed iu the Court’s 
letters. 
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CHAEisrooK that if you had immediately, according to the King our Sovereign's 
orders and our own, proceeded directly for CniTTEGAMi while our Forces were 
strong and vigorous, the Mogull would have consented to our holding and 
Keeping that place in amity with him .... 

‘^We are not now willing, suddenly after the pacification, to enter into any 
new warfare with the Mogull, but hold all his G-ovemours and people strictly to 
the terms he hath agreed with us ... . 

, Though our Agent be extreamly to blame in the matters before 
recited, and it may be for want of use, is not so fittly qualified in martiall affairs, 
yet we will believe he is an honest man, and being so will double his care and 
diligence in making amends in the cause of our Trade. for the errours he com- 
mitted in warfare, and therefore we will hear him out in his command and in the 
place we have set him .... 

We hope you may so mannage that place or Town of Ullababbeah which 
yon have articled for, that it may in time become a famous and well-governed 
English Colony 

“ We hope our Agent, now he is delivered from these perplexities he was 
formerly engaged in, and from the controul of his secret and peevish enemies of 
his own Council, and the nnderhand, dark, and malicious suggestions and designs 
of interlopers to obstruct the course of bis and our honest servants’ affairs, will 
be in a condition to demonstrate that be is a Man of business and dispatch in all 

Mercantile Affairs, as well as of Justice and fidelity to his Imployers 

Your town of IJlababbeah we understand hath Depth of water Sufficient to 
make Docks and conveniences for the repairing of any of our biggest ships, and is 
a healthfull place, and thei'efore we have added a Paragraph to our letter to our 
Generali .... that if he can obtain a Phirmaund from the Mogull for our holding 
that place fortifyed with the same immunities and priviledges we hold Poet St. ^ 
Geobge, we will be therewith content, without looking further, or being at any 
new charge in contending for any other fortifyed settlement in Dengall.” 

(The Court go on to urge the getting together young men to be 
brought up as pilots in the Ganges the Hugli Kiver), so that the 
ships should no longer have to ride at anchor in BalasoreKoads.) 

From Court’s Letter to the Port of 15th February 1G8 J : 

^ ^ # 

“ Mr. Chabnock, after he had agreed the articles of Peace, was too diffident 
of their Performance, because he had not so soon as he would the Fhirmaund 
from the Mogoll to confirm them, which there was no reason for him to expect, 
tmtill the Peace was also adjusted at Sxtbbatt. And by that diffidence of Agent 
Chabnock the Company suffered a great deal for want of the Trade they might 
have had in the Bay, while they had money and ships enough there. But we 
must confess, being so ill used as he had been before at Cassambtjzar, he had 
reason to be more than ordinarily cautions. 

# # ^ 

"We have no manner of doubt of the continuance of our Peace in all the 
Mogull’s dominions, and therefore we think the sooner our Agent Chamock 
resettles the ffactoryes at Cassambuzab and Maulda, from whence we used to 
have our best Beturns, the better it will be for the Company ; and since he likes 
Chtjttnauttee so well, we are content he should build a ffactory there, but 
with as much frugallity as may be ; and we hope he will so continue that 
busyness, as to the Dutyes of the Town being to be the Company’s by tho 
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Bengali articles. They may in some few years reimburse us the charge of our 
now Factox’y, and possibly he may find it necessary to continue a small factory at 
Htjghlt likewise. But that we must leave to his and Counciira discretion at 
present, and to our Generali’s hereafter.*’ 

(There follows a passage on the dismissal of Mt. Trenchfeildj on 
account of his opposition to Charnock, ending with the remark) : 

‘‘The experience we have of Mr. Charnock for 3 J< years past, and finding 
all that hate us to be enemies to him, having wrought such a confidence in our 
mind concerning him that we shall not, upon any ordinary suggestions against 
him, change our ancient and constant opinion of his fidelity to our interest.” 

Charnock and Iiis Council, as may be gathered, had been establishing 
themselves at Chatanati from some date towards the end of 1087, 
and remained there about a year. But of this interval I can fiml no 
particulars whatever. From expressions in the two last letters of the 
Court which 1 have quoted it would seem that they no longer contem- 
plated a renewal of the war ; they were content that Charnock and the 
Council (of the Bay) should settle down at Ulaharni, or at Chatanati, 
if that seemed more promising, provided that they were allowed to fortify 
themselves there, and to hold the place -with the same pirivileges as were 
enjoyed at Fort St. George. What were the terms on which Charnock 
was now settled at Chatanati we have not been able to ascertain, nor 
have we the means of either confirming or contradicting what wo have 
quoted from Orme, as to his relations with the Mahomedan Govern- 
ment of the country. But the Court, in writing as they did, appear to 
have forgotten the torpedo which they had dispatched to India in the 
beginning of 1688, in the shape of the new ship Defence^ hearing Capt. 
Heath, accompanied by a frigate, and conveying on board a rein- 
forcement of soldiers, whilst the captain himself was armed with an 
extraordinary commission, which in fact superseded Job Charnock 
in his chief command of the forces in the Bay. The “ Ilonol’l® Comp®;.” as 
tliey are geuei’ally designated in the abbreviated script of the time, 
certaifily did not habitually shine, in those days, in the selection of their 
instruments. We have seen how they condemned and cast aside, again 
and again (as Beau Brummoll did his failures”), the servants whom, 
they had, with every expression of confidence, appointed to the govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, and how little satisfaction Hedges gave them 
in his well meant attempts to reform the factories of the Bay. But 
they had never made a worse selection than in the case of the hot-headed, 
wrong-headed, capricious, and futile, feather-brained skipper whom they 
now sent to the Hugli entrusted with such powers. We may conjecture 
that bluster had got Mm this promotion, and that the promotion itself 
had turned his head. 

We have not discovered precisely when Heath with his reinforcement 
sailed, but the letter to Fort St. George, announcing his intended 
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dispatch, is dated 25t]i January 1688 ; and the instructions to himself 
10th February. 

From Courts Letter to Fokt St. George, sent on the ship Defence, Caj)^ 
Wm. Heath, Commander. Dated London, the 25th January 1688. 

‘^For want of advice from you we are at a very great losse to knowwhat 
Orders to give you or Captain Heath, with relation to our affairs in the Bat, 
but in regard our Chief and Council there made such ahamefull delayea in the* 
former expedition, to our excessive charge, and as we fear to the disappointment 
of the jpaain designe, we are resolved not to trust them in this, hut to rely entirely 
on Captain Heath’s conduct. 

Being in the dark we can but guess at things, but to reduce ourselves to a 
probability, we conclude our people have made a Peace, or they have not. If 
they have made a Peace, and have not fortifyed some considerable convenient 
place, that will answer all the ends we proposed to ourselves, as well for Trade 
as for building Docks and other conveniences for repair of our bigest Ships, it is 
to us as if they had made no Peace at all, and we have allready given them 
warning sufficient to be at all times in a preparation to come on board our Ships 
in three dayes time ,♦ being fully resolved not to loose another chai’ge in waiting 
for them, and therefore our positive order is, that in case our Servants in the 
Bay have not allready fortified themselves in some considerable place, that you 
conceive may in effect answer all our ends, as well as Chittegam: would have 
done, in such case we say get out Capt. Heath’s goods and the DorotTiye^s and 
send them immediately downe to the Bat with what Sloops and Souldiers you think 
convenient by Sea and Land, for this expedition, making Captain Heath Com- ’ 
mander in Chief, and send him immediately to take Chittegam, which possibly he 
may surprize with a very small force, coming upon the place when they will not 
expect him : appoint what officers you think fit to be of bis Council .... and if it be 
Capt. Heath’s fortune comeing upon Chittegam so unexpectedly to surprize 
that place, he may afterwards send to Mr. Chabhock: to send a Governor and 
Council to manage the Company’s business there, with what souldiers he can 
spare from the place of his first settlement .... If our Agent and Oonncill in 
Bengael have made such a blunder in the first enterprize, and settled upon 
such a place as will not in probability ever be made capable to answer our occa- 
sions, in such case, rather than remaine under such a disappointment, wee must 
, as soon as we have sure policy at Chittegam (order) our Agent, Councili, 
and all our Officers and Souldiers immediately to desert their first imperfect 
settlement, which we would have you do, and to carry off all our ammunition, 
people and effects with them to Chittegam, and Captain Heath, with the 
shipping and Sloops that go with him, to stay as a guard to that place untill our 
Agent &ca. with all our strength come to them, from the place of their first ill- 
advized settlement. Captain Heath to remaine Governour of Chittegam untill 
our Agent or Chief and Councill come thither 

“ . . . . But because it is such a f atall errour in Polliticksto divide our strength 
.... if the place Mr. Chabmock may have already settled and fortified upon 
■will in any measure answer our knowne purpose, in such case, since we can’t now 
help it, we would have you proceed to strengthen that place allready settled, 
and to forbear proceeding against Chittegam untill you receive further orders 
from us. 

“But it’s possible our Agent and Council by a forced misconstruction of 
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our orders, may Lave made Peace without fortifying any place, wliicli is so 
directly contrary to our plain Orders that in such case there is no apology to ho 
made for them ; But you must with all imaginable expedition send Capt. Heath 
as aforesaid, to surprise Chittbgam:, without so much as coming to an Anchor 
in Ballasorb Roads ; but ho may send up ono Sloop to the Agent, where ever 
he is, to order him and all the English to shift in the best manner they can, and 
come to him at Chittegam. 

Tis not improbable but the Agent and Council may have vsome Ship or Ships, 
and some Sloops with them, to bring them off the Shoar, and to carry them to 
Chittbgam, and if the Sloops are not sxxflicient to bring aw'ay all their goods, 
passengers, and luggage, they may take any Ships or boats of the enemies for 
that purpose.’' 

The following paragraph is curious, as showing on what inaccurate 
knowledge and misleading maps these ill-considered projects were formcil: 

There is a materiall objection which may ho made against the designe as 
wee have now laid it, vizt,, That it will be a very difficult thing for Capt. Hrath, 
and the Eleet with him, to get up the great Ganges as high as Chittbgam 
without the aid of our Pilots in the Bay . . « . a desperate disease, such an ono as 
the sheepishness of our people in the Bay have brought us to, must have a 
desperate cure.” 

“ These are the best Orders wo can give yon while wo are so much in the 
dark .... but (now you know fully our sense) (we) leave this matter wholly to 
your conduct, to do and order therein, what upon serious consideration you shall 
find most for our advantage.” 

The Instructions to Capt. Heath are dated the 10th February IGBJ. 
The only points needful to note here are that they constitxite him a 
member of the Council of Fort St. George daring his stay in the AFadras- 
patam roads, and the following : 

“ You will see in our General Letter to Fort St. George what orders wee 
have given our President and Council concerning our affairs in Bengael, wherein 
we could be no more positive in our orders, because of the uncertainty we are 
under here, how our affairs do stand in that Country, being more at this time 
than 13 months without any advice from, that ^lace. But yon are strictly to 
follow such Orders as you shall receive from our President and Council with 
relation to that or any other of our affairs.” 

In accordance with my purpose of giving the history, wherever it is 
possible, simply by the presentation of original documents, I abstain 
from compiled narrative. The printing of the two succeeding papers, 
one by Captain Heath himself, and the other, in criticism of his action, 
by Oharnock and his Council (presumably the work of the Agent him- 
self), necessarily involves some repetition ; but it seems desirable to 
give both views complete of the discreditable story.-*- 

^ Both these narratives, and the minute of the Council of War following, 
are transcribed by an apparently uneducated hand, and I cannot always make 
out the words intended. 
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A Short Accompt^ Iioiv affairs stood in Bengall as /, William Heath 
found (hem upon my Arrivall there in the month of Sep teyiher last^ as 
also of my further proceedings coiiformaUe to the Commission Red'd of 
the Ilon'ble Presedent^ Elihu Yale and his Coinicill in Fort St. 
George, hearing date the 16 August 1688 : as folloireth : 

“ Afct my arrivall the 12; September 16S8 with the Shipp Defence in the Bead 
of Ballasore found only the Princess of Demnarh there, Oapt. Haddock Com- 
mander, and two Company’s Sloops in Ballasore Biver. I presently acquainted 
Capt. Haddock what order I had, and for the carrying up ourselves and soldiers 
to Calcdtta sent for the Sloops first, advising Mr. Stanley to send of by 
them from Ballasore what goods he had by him belonging to the Rt Hon’’’* Com- 
pany, which was done, soe myselfe accompanyed with Capt. Haddock and the 120 
Soldiers we carryed from hence embarked, and about the 20th September ai’rived 
at Calcutta, 2 where found Agent Charnock with the rest of the Hon’’’* Com- 
pany’s servants, only two that were some months befoi’e sent to Baeca upon an em- 
bassage with presents to the Hahob in hopes to have them Articles confirmed which 
Agent Charnock made with the servants of the late Kahob Shasta Cawn- 
After my arrivall at Calcutta I presently communicated my orders to Agent 
Charnock and his Councill, who were contented to obey them, upon which I 
called a Councill, and before was read the G-enerall Letter which gave accompt 
of all transactions that happened from the last conclusion of peace made with 
the Nabob Shasta Cawn’s Servants. Upon the whole debate I concluded that 
it appeared to me impossible to have any of the Rt. Hon”’* Company’s demands 
granted, soe presently desired the Agent and Councill to make all the Invest- 
ment they could till the 10th November, when I would certainly depart from 
Calcutta and carry with me all belonging to the English nation, except within 
that time should find better (?) hopes of accommodation from the Nabob, to which 
purpose according to orders I wrot said Nabob but never Received answer. In 
all this time, from tbe 20th September, we employed ourselves in repaireing and 
fitting the Rt. Hon”’* Company’s Shipps and vessels ready for the Sea, and pro- 
viding w'ith (what) provitions we could ; as also Received and wrott several 
Letters to some that pretended friendshipp to us and favourites of the Nabobs 
about said business, but to little purpose. 

“ About tbe 1st November came Mulliok Beequordar to Hudgly and, be 
said, with orders from the Nabob to accommodate all differences between us, but 
it appeared with an ill face, for presently news came to us that our people at 
Ballasore were imprisoned, and they there building a Fort at tbe end of the 
River. Also this Mullick, when he was formerly Governonr of Hugly had noe 
kindeness for our nation, and now less, being we killed his brother in the fight,, 
and -was the Chief person which signed and sealed the late Sham Articles of 
Peace, soe what could be expected from such a man. Moreover, be declared 
at first that be must have moiiy for the Nabob and the 40,000 Rupees which 
was taken out of the King’s Custome house at Ballasore repaid. It was also 
reported he had made great promises to the Nabob of getting him much money 
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Ixxx BIOGRAPHICAL AND OTHER ILLTJBTRATIONS : 


from us, and compell us to a complyance, but wbon be found, tbe Contrary, that 
we were really goeing away, and could not be stopt by force, then sent some 
flattering letters after us as wee sailed down the river, to which we gave him 
our answer, being nothing in them worth our acceptance. 

“ Soe about the 17 of November myself with the Agent arrived in Ballasore 
Boad, where we found our Shipps could have noe refreshments from the Shoare, 
nor water which we were in gimt want (of), soe our actions in that place have 
formerly given an accompt of in severall letters, and our reason why wo attacked 
it. During our stay at Baleasore we Beceived Letters from the Nabob that if we 
would transport 1000 horse and 2000 foot into Arrackaist (then we should have 
what we desired in Bengall) and serve him for 12 months gratis, as Mr. Bbad- 
DYLL and Mr. Eyres, the two Erabassadores had promised to assist them in 
taking Aerackan, and that if he confirmed the agreement he would send Bohtjr 
Mull to treat further with us. To which Ageut Chabnock: desires to comply 
withall, although I told him I would not nor could not doe it, yett consented that 
he might if he pleased answer the Letter that we were ready to doe it, but the 
seasou of the year passing away wo could not wait there, but would sail towards 
Ohittaqaxtm: where we should expect Bohur Mull, and might be a con- 
venient place to transport the hoi’so and foot immediately to Arrackan’. 

‘‘Soe tbe 24th December, after we had domolisht their two Eorts, and 
Shipt aboard the guns, and sailed out of Ballahore road with nine 
Shipps and vessels besides myeselfe, and had two days before dispatcht two 
Shipps to the Fort, and 2 towards Ghittagawm to search out the Coast, and if 
possible to send the Bt. Hon'’*'’ Company’s Letters formerly dated in 85 to the 
King of Arrageait, with a small present also, to acquaint that we would desire 
to ioyn with him against his and our Enemies, the Mogul! and Nabob of Dacca, 
and to desier his assistance with Provitions, which would be a speedy want with 
us. But the Shipps went not rightly according to order, but directly to Arrac- 
KAN. I with 2 Saill of Shipps and vessels arrived about the 20th of January 
before the mouth of the River of Chittagaum:, and imediately sent a Pinace 
up to the town which lyes up the River 8 miles, the boat carrying a flag of 
truce, and the Gentlemen that was in (it) was to toll the Nabob that we were 
come to serve them against the Arragkanners, and had Contracted with the 
Nabob of Dacca, since the little proyl at Ballasobe, to transport 1000 horse and 
2000 foot Into Arrackan, and that we were come here to Receive them, that the 
Nabob for this service had granted all our former priviledges in Bengall, and 
although this tale was not wholly believed yett it gave oportunity to know the 
strength of the town, which we found no wayfortifyedas has been reported, but 
for men we judged might be in the town and place adjacent 5 or 0000 men at least, 
but such as will not much discourage a few European soldiers. The reason why we 
did not assault the place is given under our hands in another paper. From 
Chittagaum we sailed away the 29fch January, after had sent small vessels to 
search round the Island St. Dbaves,^ which lay 5 Leagues from Chittagaum 
River’s mouth ; so in 4 or 5 dayes we arrived att Arrackan, where found tbe 
2 Shipps I sent away with the K!ing of Arrackan’s Letter from Ballasore, 
and that George Orokb, one of the Bt. Hon'"'* Company’s servants, had been 
with the King, and brought two letters, one to me and the other to the Bt. 
Hon'’^® Company. But upon our Coming sent again 3 factors, and their Instruc- 
tions were, if possible, to perswade the King to a belief that we intended nothing 


1 The “ Island St. Deaves” is SancUva/ 
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but friendslaipp to bim, and make a firme peace with him, and joyne as before 
against the Nabob of Dacca, and because we found the Nabob’s forces now at 
hand, to confirme him of our reallity we offered our service that with his assist- 
ance, and direction where the enemy lay, we would goe and fight them presently, 
doubting not but to send them farther of ; but for answer Received only this 
cold one that if we would goe and take Chittagattm he would send us provitions, 
but for men at present he had none to spare ; and as to the Mores Army that is 
now near him, they were most made up of his owne slaves, whome he could 
Chastise when he pleased. Which was all the answer that could be gotten from 
him, that seems to have little more then the title of a King, the power resting in 
others. Soe when found could not perswade those foolish people from the 
present Buine and Destruction that is just upon them, we watered our Shipps 
and refresht our men, which were much distemper’d with the scurvey, Soe on the 
17; February sailed directly for this place Fort St. G-borgi-b, giving orders for 
every Ship to make the best of her way, that noe time more might be lost, and 
that perchance if any Mores Shipps were in those Seas we might bye being 
scattered meet with them.” 

(Signed by) Wm. Heath. 

^'•Having perused a paper relateing to the affairs of Bengall, lately 
delivered in to the Hon^Ue Elihu Yaee President Conncill of 
Madrass hy CapL William I-Ieatit ; and fndeing some of the 
. most materiall px^ynts omitted^ ice cant hitt make our remarks thereon as 
followeth 

** On Oapt. Heaths arrivall at Calcutta hemakeinghis Commission known, 
a Consultation was called, whereat were present the Agent and Councill, with 
Capt. Heath, and all the Commanders of the Europe Shipps ; where was repre- 
sented the State of the Bt; Hon*"*® Company’s affairs in Bbhgall, and the same 
fully debated, and twas proposed (it being a matter of great consequence) that 
every one should apart write down their opinions, that from thence a conclution 
might be drawn for Capt. Heath’s better information. But he slitingly wav’d 
the same, saying it would signifye nothing, the affair being soly left to his 
management. And in fine it was agreed to depart the 10: November from 
Calcutta. But by his Commission we find that the Hon’'*® the President &ca. 
Councill alForesaid strictly enjoyned him to take our advice in all cases, and as 
much as possible to endevour a peace, intimateing divers particulars material in 
order thereto, which had he observed we might not only upon freight have sent 
a Shipp to Persia, and (as we had fair prospect) laded a Shipp for England, but 
also might have fill’d up the rest of the vessels with grain. But he in the least not re- 
garding either, we abruptly left Calcutta the 8th November 1688, Capt. Heath 
not so much as staying to hear what Mullick Bebquordar had to say, who some 
time before has arrived at Hugly with Commission from the Nabob Bahawder 
Cawn to treat with us about an accommodation ; and was then on his way from 
Hugley, intending to visit and discource us about a resettlement in Ben- 
gall. But, as afore, not staying till he came we parted thence, and after some 
dayes arrived in Ballasore Boad, where Capt. Heath divers times sent ashoar 
Mr. James Bavenhill, and Mr. William Bowridge to the Governor of 
Ballasore with mesages to us unknown, but suppose to demand the men and 
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goods asBoar. And the lasfc time fcBey were sent together, being the 27 IJsFovem- 
her, Mr. James Bavenhile coming aboard Shipp again did acquaint us that 
going ashoar they found the Governor at his Tent at Poynt of Sand, accom- 
panyed by the King’s Duan of Daccaes Depntie then lately arrived with order 
from his Said Principall to make some inspection into affairs of the province of 
Obixa. He with the Governor were pleased to discource them familiarly, 
asking many questions, and particularly himself made this proposall, that if we 
would adheare to a treaty of peace the Governor would make a fair step to it by 
sending of to us all tbe goods and English ashoar save two, to which proposall 
Mr. KavenhiTjD shewed likeing to itt, and asked the Governor whether he 
approved thereof. Who consenting thereto replyed Yea, threatning the English 
ashoar with death if on the Contrary wo attempted to make any assault. Not- 
withstanding which Capt. Heath the next morning with all the forces went on 
hoard the small vessels which were before sent nearer the shear in order to 
attack the place, when the Governor sent of people to him requesting peace, and 
that he’d be pleased to stay but two days, in which time would certainly arrive 
the Nabob’s JPerwana to our heart’s content ; which was but what we might 
reasonably expect from the great hopes Mr. Eybb and Mr. Beaddill gave us 
continually by their letters. But this message proved also ineflectuall, for the 
very next morning, being the 20th November, tbe forces were landed, and the 
Mores dispossessed of their Eortifyeations at the Poynt of Sand, and retreated 
to the town, where no sooner they were arrived but came in a Ferwamia from the 
Nabob to us, with letters from Mr. Eyre and Mr. Beaddill. But at that 
Juncture the Governor did not send them to Capt. Heath, whome he feared was 
approaching the town, and therefore laid siege to that house where the English 
were, and ledd them away, only permitting Mr. John Haynes to come and tell 
Capt. Heath that as he favoured the town, so the English in his custody should 
be used. Now had Capt. Heath followed the prudent advice of Capt. Haddock 
and others, in landing the forces and marching wide of the Eortifyeations at the 
Poynt of Sand, and soe gone directly to the town, the English with all the Bt. 
Hon'*'® Company’s estate afforesaid might probably have safely been brought off, 
and the English free from the scandal of being taken prisoners and bound with 
fetters. But this being not wisely prevented, still grosser errors were committed, 
for the forces being afterwards aiTivecl at the town, parties went out and com- 
mitted very great outrages as well against friends as enemys ; and amongst other 
broke into the house of one Mxeza Oolbeqdondar, Governor of Ballasore, a 
Persian by race, a man of quallity and a well wisher to us, then killing divers of 
his women, and brought away Captive an Eunuch with a booty of many pretious 
things, also divers men, women, and children from other houses, which were 
afterwards sold as slaves, all which not suHising, they violated the wives 
and dauglite'rs of Christians which had taken sanctuary in the Church ; also 
committed Sacriledge in robbing the same, and did such horrid and detestable 
things which rendered ns odious to the government, and produced a protest from 
the Butch. After this, and doeing all the damage possible to tbe Moores, except 
demollishing the town, Capt. Heath returned with the forces to the Poynt of 
Sand, and the 4; of Becember in the Evening he came on board Shipp, bringing 
with him two Generalist from Bacca, dated the 20: and 12: November, with a 
Ferwana from the Nabob, also a Letter from BohebMhll, with a Letter from 
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the Governor of Ballasobe, all whicli Capt. Heath Beceived on his return to 
the PoYNT OE Sand. Mr. Exbe and Mr. BbaddylIi in both their Generalls 
advised that the Habob would not grant their I’equests till that the Agent did 
confirme what Capt. Heath by his Letter to the Habob had promised, and did 
intreat us to await the issue which they doubted not but would (be) much for the 
Bit: Hon^‘* Company’s interest. hText day, being the 6: December, Capt. Heath 
and Capt. Haddock came down into the great Cabbin where were present the 
Aoent, Mr. Ebangis Ellis, and Mr. Jeremiah Peachie, who had the 
afforesaid Letters brought and read before them, and after thorough debate 
thereof, Capt. Heath and Capt. Haddock desiered the Agent would write 
his Arzdost in answer to the Habob’a JPerwamiaj and Confirme what Capt. 
Heath had formerly wrote to the Nabob. And also ’twas agreed to send ashoar 
a couple of persons to discource the Governor, which was according done ; and 
when they returned came of a Mogull and a Persian writer with them, soe that 
from both sides people were sent and received, and still the Governor continued 
to persuade to await the Nabob’s pleasure, which would certainly be for our 
interest, and the 13: December he sent of a second perwa7ma arrived from 
the Nabob, and the same dispeeded ashoar to the Governor^ by the hand 
of Mr. Bavenhill. The fleet on the 23 December parted from B a^llasobe 
Boad, leaveing Mr. Bavenhill also behinde ; and the 17 January we 
arrived in Chittigahm Boad ; and the 18: and 20; persons were sent ashoar 
to make known the intent of our comeing thither, and tho’ their reception was 
not according to expectation, yett they were civillie treated, and desiered to 
write to the Nabob, and await his answer. And on the 21: Capt. Heath called a 
consultation, whereat it was debated whether it would be Convenient to take 
Chattiqaijm, and all things considered it was concluded in the negative ; after 
which it was urged that it was for divers reasons highly requisite to write to the 
Nabob and advise him of our arrivail there with our fleet, purely to serve him, 
and speedily to desier his finall answer thereabout ; and particularly the Agent, 
Mr. Ellis, Mr. Peachie, Capt Haddock, and Capt Hebbon did say that 
since we were come thither ’twas not only absolutely necessary to write such 
Letter, but also to stay for an answer, since the Governor there promised to procure 
the same in six dayes time. To which Capt. Heath did reply it would signify 
nothing, for he did not intend to stay for an answer, and that it was never his 
intent to transport the Nabob’s soldiers and horse to Abbaccan. Whereon 
’twas said to him ‘ Why then did you, by your letter to the Nabob, promise it?’ 
To which he replyed ‘ there were nothing hut lyes wrote on both sides ' ; however 
consented that a letter might be wrote to give notice of our arrivail, which was 
accordingly done ; and the 24th January sent ashoar by Samhell Pine, to be 
delivered, as he sat in the boat, to anybody that should come down to him, with 
this message that our coming hither was to serve the Emperonr and Nabob, but 
not meeting with such civill treatment as expected, were now minded to be gone j 
this message was told the Buxie of the place who was there in his tent by tbe 
sea side, and gave invitation to Samhell Pine to come ashoar, promised us all 
imaginable kindness, and promised forthwith to dispeed those letters, and 
entreated we would await their answer. Whereupon Capt. Heath was desired 
to lend his boat, and Samhell Pine should be sent ashoar to gett some fresh 
Provisions (not being any on board), and in some measure to try the reallity of what 
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they promised, wiiicli heingf refused, S A but ell Pine was sent, on board Capt, 
Hadbock to desire Ms, which lie readily lent, and next morning Sabiuell Pine 
went ashoar, and at noon came ofF accompanied by a horseman from tho Bnxie, 
and a German from the Captain of tho Christians there, bringing diyers sorts of 
Provisions, advising that more were sent for, and tUtit ho was civilly treated 
ashoar by the King’s Bnxie, who told him that the Nabob’s sonne was on the 
way to that place, with whom he supposed Bohurun Mull might come, and 
that m a day or two was expected to arrive in towne the Nabob’s Son(’s) Har- 
binger with 500 horse ; and that the Buxie intreatod we would stay till answer 
to our Letters, which he had forwarded. The same the horseman and the German 
repeated, and used all persuasive arguments to stay ua, and in the evening 
returned to the shoar. The next morning being the 20: January, SabixieIiL Pine 
was sent to tell Capt. Heath that if ho wonid be pleased to stop that day it 
was thought convenient again to send ashoar, but ho refusing to stay did forliear, 
and in writing did (state) our opinion that it was Jihsolutely necessary to stay till 
tho Nabob’s answer should arrive. Prom divers vossella boats went ashoar, and 
bought what the market afforded, and on sudden saw the place covered with 
horse and foot, which they being surprized at did hast to their boats, and on 
enquiry were informed that this was the new Governor or Nabob’s Harbinger 
arrived with 500 horse, and expected an Englishman to com© and visit him, so 
about noon the boats comeing oft; and giving this relation Capt. Heath, 
without reguard to what had been said or done, caused the fleet to wtdgh anchor, 
and sett sail for Areacan, and arrived in said road the dlsfc January, wliore Mr. 
George Oroke, coming aboard, acquainted us that he had been with the King 
of Arracan, with the Et. Hon^**^ Company’s Letter, and brought one in answer 
thereto from tho King, and another to Capt. Heath, to whom ho told tho King’s 
reply to the mefsage he was sent with ; and on tho 2d. FfcM Capt. Heath sent 
ashoar to tho King of Arracan divers presents, who therewith returned 
advising that they delivered their message, which was much slighted, so on the 
13th Capt He.vth sent Mr. George Cro re to invite the devolted (sic) prince to 
come down from Ms camp and enter into a league with us against the King of 
Arraccan. But before he could roburne, Capt. Heath, leaving him in the 
lurch, as ho did Mr. Bayenhill at Ballas'ore, caused tho fleet to weigh 
anchor the” (illeglhle) “the 15th in tho morning, only Capt. Haddock staying 
behind for some of his men who were ashoar, when Mr. Croke accidentally 
arriving, came oft* with them, and at noone coming on hoard acquainted us that 
he was very welcome to the revolted Prince, who promised to come downo on 
Sunday, being the 17th and discourse Capt. Heath, saying that tho 

Navob BahAwder Cawne wrote him in the month of Jan? that ho might 
expectCP)ten sail of English sliipps to his assistance, and promised that if we 
would assist him he would procure the Navob Bahawder Cawne’b Fertoanna 
to our hearts content, as per a Paper under Mr. Croke’ s hand more largely 
appears, to which refer. By all which we have reason to believe that tho Navob 
Bahawder Cawne was reall, notwithstanding what may bo allodged to tho 
contrary, and as well wishers to the Bt. Hon'"« Company’s prosperity, we cant 
but he Gxtream sorry that Capt. Heath should have thus slighted and rejected 
such good oportunityes and fair offers for the settling the Bt. Company’s 

affairs in Bengali, and in likelihood confirme and conclude an Hon^'^® and firme 
peace, and we should have -so oblidged the emperour, by the addition of that 
Kingdom to his Territories, that not only tho confirmation of our Twelve Articles 
^rmerly agreed on, the grant of a fortifyed place where wo might settle our own 
Government, together with a discharge for all past damages which the Navob 
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Behauder Cawne promised under his hand and seal\ would have been recorded 
to posterity, but now on the contrary ’tis to be feared that the INabob Behauder 
Cawne will be highly inraged at our perfidious dealings, and will improve the 
same by sending these P erwannaes with our Letters and replyes thereto to the 
Emperour, which will confirm all the lies and stories that Shaista Cawk wrote 
against us, and undoubtedly will extremely incence the Emperour against us. 
Then Capt. Heath, tripping from Port to Port without effeoting anything, 
hath not only rendered our nation Eidiculous, but hath unhinged all treaties, 
by which means the trade of Bengali will be very difficult to be ever regained. 

‘‘Job Gharnock. 

“ Dated in Madrass ye 22d day “Efbancis Ellis. 

. of March, Anno 1688” (i.e. 1680). “Jeremiah Peachxe.’^ 

“ On hoard the Shipp Defence in Chittagaum lload^ this 21 Datj of 
January 1688 

At a Coimdtation Exterordinary ; — prenent 

The RL WorplL J OB Ciiabnock Esq: Agent 
Capt: William Heath, Adniirall: Mr Francis Elliss 
Capt: Joseph Haddock ; Mr Kiciiard Trenciifeild 
Capt: William Sharp: Mr Jeremiah Peaciiie 
Capt: George Herron : Capt: Francis Seaton 
Capt: Thomas Waltrop. 

“ Being then mett it was debated whether or not it would be convenient and 
consistant with the Bt, Hon’’’* Company’s Interest to attack Chittagawm, 
and considering what condition we were in to attempt the same, and what pro- 
bability there is of success therein and in reguard we have but little knowledge of 
the place otherwise then by report the persons that were on shoar (being Mr. 
Ellis, Capt. Seaton, and Samuell Pine) were asked what success might be 
expected in such an attempt ,• to which Capt. Seaton made answer that he 
beleived with the small forces we have, consisting of 100 and 15 Europeans and 
100 and 69 Portuguese Soldiers (being all that at px'esent are in condition for 
service) and also with the assistance of the Shipps vessels and seamen, in all pro- 
bability the place might he taken, tho great and populous ; soe that after most 
serious consideration and matured deliberation, we haveing hut a small number 
of men, and haveing att presant not any hopes of aid and assistance from 
Arrackan, at least soe much as provitions, it is our reall opinion that ’twill 
be impossible to maintain the place when taken till such time as we can have 
recrutes from Madrass ; being the town is of little strength, and tho people 
very very numerous on shoar, who can continually (jXlegihle) our people, our 
number being small.” 

(Signed by the above.) 

Extract from a General Letter from Fort St. George to the Coiirt^ 
dated 216*^ September 1089.2 

“ We have also prest Agent Charnogk <feca, .... to give us a General 
Inventory of the treasure, goods, &ca. they brought wifh them from Bengall (in) 
their hurrys there haveing taken them without Invoices, which they likewise 
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promise io finisli and to remitt Your Honours by next Ship. Their number are a 
great charge to this place, not haveing any other Imployment for them then 
Marshall Discipline which with all your other covenant servants here are weekly 
practizeing.’^ 

Extract from General Letter from the Council of Bkxgal to the Courts 
AIadras, the ^Oth Septemher 1080 .^ 

(Refer to two last letters by the Beanfortt and the Williamson) in both of 
which wo have been most ample, and particularly in the latter bearing date the 
20'*' Aprill 1G89, wherein we have given a full Acoo^ of all requisit Occurrences 
to that time^’^ .... on the 24'*' inst. Wee received Duplicate of Your Honours 
bearing date the 27'** of August 1088, and are heartily sorry to find the continu- 
ance of Your Honours displeasure for Our not proceeding to Chx\.ttigad‘m, con- 
cerning which Wee have in our foremontion’d already humbly offer’d our 
opinion according to the best of our Judgem' .... In our Oenerall Better by 
the Beaufortj and Our Diaries of that Yeare wherein Wee have layd downe Our 
reasons for the altering Our Opinion about Dltjbarrbsah and pitching on 
CnuTTANtrTTE as the best and fittest up the River on the Maine, as We have 
since experienced, and likewise been sattigfyed that UiiUBAKBUEAH was mis- 
represented to XJs by those sent to survay it. But certainly had Hiboalee 
been a healthful Island it would have been the most propper and most comodious 
place in all Bengall both for Shipping and Traide. 

“4. The Agent renders his humble thanks for the favourable Opinion and 
Esteem Y’' Hon'® are pleased to signifie of him, the which He will ever indeavour 
to maintaine. 

'^We understand that the President hath dismissed Mr. Tkbnchfeild the 
service, conformable to Tour Honours Coraands, and We are really of opinion 
that had he received this exit two yeai’S sooner it might have been no small 
benefit to Your Honours Affairs, and prevented the many troubles Wee have 
since labour’d under through his being continued.” .... 

Fro7)i Fort St. George to Court, 1st Fehmarij 1689 (Le., IGOO).^ 

In confidence whereof of Peace) we are resolving to send downe 
Agent Charnock &ca., Bengael, to the Bay upon the Princess when she 
arrives .... which we are the more encouraged to by the kind Invitation of the 
now worthy good Nabob Ebbahim Oawke,^ whose courteous oivill usage to the 
English now there, and pressing endeavours and arguments with the King to make 
a Peace with us, he being very sensible of tbe great prejtidice the loss your trade 
has been to those Provinces, as also from his good inclinations to the English, he 
having been an old friend to your Affaires at PattanA and particularly known 
to Agent Chabnock, which makes it the more desired for the agents &ca. going 
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^ The Madi'as Council at this time never mention the nevr Nabob without 
these eulogistic epithets, just as the Court in past years always spoke of 
honest Mr. Charnock.” A different account of Ibrahim Khan is given in 
a Patna letter quoted above (Note 2, p. xlv). 
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downe, who approves and desires it, that they may have time to make an Invest- 
ment.” .... 

Charnock and the Bengal Council did accordingly proceed to the 
Bay in the Princess, after a stay at Madras of some fifteen months, 
arriving at Chat^natf in July 1690 (not 1689 as Orme has it). Now 
did Job Charnock for the third and last time pitch liis tabernacle, in 
■whatever form, here on the fated site of Calcutta. And, if we have a 
very strong imagination, we may fancy the crabbed old Agent chaunting : 
Tema Wbi haec primum triplioi diver sa colove 
Lida circumdo, terque haec altar ia dr mm 
Ljffigiem duco ; nnmero dens impare gaudet !” 

But of his establishment there we have for the next three years hardly 
any information ; none, so far as I know, save one or two snarling 
notices in the Fort St. George letters, and that melancholy review left 
behind by Sir John Goldsborough, which we shall give presently. 

Extract of Fort to Surat, 22??d July 1690.^ 

(Eeports the arrival of the Kempthorne, the Sapliir, and the Bamuell Ketch) 
“the two first whereof were a short time after their arrivall Dispateht for 
Bengali with severall of the Hon^*® Oompany’s Servants to assist in the hnainess 
of your Contract, and upon the presumption of the Phyrmaund for Bbngall, 
you assured us of, we under some doubts sent do’svn Agent Citarndck &ca. upon 
the Pri ncess with a large Stock for a new Settlement and trade, which Grod 
grant they may be successful! in, tho* it had been highly necessary to have 
known the contents and conditions of our Phirmauadj which if it speaks noe 
bettor Language than that infamous Scandalous Paper you sent us as a translate 
of your Suratt Phyrmaund, tis scarce worth the acceptance." .... (then 
expresses apprehension that the Bengal pTiyrmaundm&y require the expulsion of 
Agent Charnock, which would be an insufferable presumption, and a dangerous 
example,) 

Extract from Fort’s LetteA' to the Court, of 2bth Mmj 1691. 

“ They (in Bengal) could dispose of little, nor have they safe goedowna to 
secure them from dammage, and the truth is they live in a wild unsettled con- 
dition at Ohuttinuttee, neither fortifyed houses noi* goedowas, only Tents, 
hutts, and boats, with the strange charge of near 100 : soldiers, guardship, &ca. 
for no business, and a doubtfull foundation, wholly depending on the good Nabob’s 

Stay and favour The King’s promised Phyrmaund being not yet sent them 

from SiTBEATT Tis doubted the dispute will last long, God grant it ends 

well, since the G-overnment (notwithstanding our Peace) are still as imperious 
and arbitrary as ever, and the Agent &ca. little better than a Prisoner at large. 
.... (The President had advised delay till the phyrmaund was received &ca.) 
but the gentlemen being in hast to return to their sweet plentyea 

which sandy Madeass could not please them in.’’^ 

It is odd to find presidential jealousies expressed at so early a date, 

1 0. C, 5271, 

^ This letter is signed only by the President, Eliliu Yale, ■who at this time 
was at loggerheads with his Council. The Secretary notes at the foot : The 
Councill refuses to sign or give their reasons for UP 
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Extract of Fort St. George Utter to Courts of 2nd November 1691. 

This letter speaks of the Prmcess as having been sent direct home by Charnock: 
with an incomplete cargo, which they could easily have made up at Madras, 
“ beleived chiefly to disappoint ns or our advices.’’ They complain also that Job 
will attend to no request for the return of the soldiers to Bombay, ** which is in 
so great necessity for them by the late mortality there . ■ . . but notwithstanding 
these pressing arguments still keeps them there to guard their Persons, for they 
have little else to secure (but money) where they are a great charge, and can be 
of little service, being in a defenceless place as CHiTTTAisrDTTBE, where he con- 
tinues contrary to all reason, or consent of the Government, who will neither 
permit building or Factory, nor Merchants to settle or trade with them, hut offer 
a more convenient place for it, two miles below Htjghley, but that he will not 
hear of. Supposed to proceed from his feares of being seiz’d by some of the 
Government, his irreooncileahle enimyea, and for his hotter security we hear he 
has bought a great Portugiioz frigott for a gaurd ship, soly (wholly ?) without our 
order, consent, or knowledge .... and what he means by this and his other 
expecciveness wo understand not, except tis to renew our troubles and disoblige 
the worthy good Nabob 

He continues his old differences with particular men, to the endangering all 
for the future, and impeecling or delaying our present business, decrying and 
inveighing against private tradeing, tho’ not only freely allowed but also 
inoonrag’d by Your Honours Orders .... and is the only honest way Your 
Honours Servants have to advance their fortunes, which the denyall of would 
put them upon tradeing in other names, to the loss of Your Customes or worsen 
Courses 

'*The Monsieurs have been long idle and quiett at Pullicheery, tho’ they 
have violently threatned us this year with a formidable fleet to give us another 
Vissitt.”a 

On the lOtli January 1693- Job Charnock died in the settlement 
which per tmnos castia per tot discrlndna rerum lie had at length come to 
found at CiiOTTAisf'UTTY. That name is forgotten, but Job’s own name 
should survive as long as the history of England’s empme in India, the 
name of the Founder of Calcutta.^ 

The Court, so far as I can discover, dropped but two scanty tears over 
the memory of this old and favourite servant. One is thus recorded 
(letter to Bengal, of 3d January 1G93-4) : 


1 0. 0. 5777. 

^ Again signed only by Elihu Yale. 

s Orme, and all other rndters, so far as I know, jdace Cliarnock’s death in 
1692, misled by the O.S. Calendar used in the epitaph (quoted below, p. 40). 

We may state here briefly that of the three villages which went to form 
the English settlement, viz., Chatmmti, KdUkata, and Qovindpiir, the first, or 
Ohuttanutte of the records, occupied the northern quarter of the xweseut city ; 
Calcutta, the site of the present European commercial quarter, St. John’s 
Church and the Bara Btlziir ; and Gotmdpore, the area now occiqiied by Port 
William and its esplanade. 
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“ We Eaye none of yonrs to answer, lant Iby a letter from Captain Knox” {tlje 
famous Ceylon cap tire) ^'who ia arrived at Cork in Ireland (for wMck God be 
praised) we hear of the death of our good Agent Mr. Charnoox, for which we 
are very sorry, but we must all submitt to God’s will. 

“ In his stead we do appoint Mr, Ebancis Ellis to succeed Agent, and with 
the same authority as we did lately invest our late Agent Chabnock, with only 
some little qualification, with respect to the greater and more full authority of 
our Generali of India S' John Golbsbobotjgh 

Le I^oi est mort^ Vive le Roi ! 

In their letter to Fort St. George of the same date they w^ite ; 

We find none of your letters unanswered but that of lOfeh February 169^, and 
that of the 14th October 1692. The former part of the first letter contains only a 
multitude of complaints against the deceased Agent Cha knock, who was always 
a faithfull Man to the Company, and therefore it is no wonder Mr. Yale did not 
affect him.” 

Of Chabnock’s character it is not easy on the existing data to form 
any judgment even a]pproximately complete. The intelligent and well- 
informed author of an article in the Calcutta Review ^ which has been 
already quoted, says of Charnock : 

“ His name is inseparably connected with the metropolis of British India, which 
he was accidentally the instrument of establishing ; but there does not appear to 
have been anything great or even remarkable in his character. Ho had »o large 
or comprehensive views ; ho was vacillating, timid and cruel.” 

We cannot claim a high character for Charnock. But to the latter 
part of the judgment which I have just quoted I object, and question its 
grounds. The charge of cruelty is based, we presume, on the talk of 
Alexander Hamilton ; it is impossible to view this as more than gossip. 
The charges of vacillation and timidity are based, we again presume, on 
the fault found by the Court with his conduct of the first exoduafrom the 
Upper Htlglf. We can see that Job mistrusted (though, 'vve appreliend, 
justly) the wisdom of the orders given, especially as to the seizure of 
Chittagong ; and his own notion of occupying Hi j ill as a fortified settle- 
ment showed what may doubtless seem strange ignorance of the sanitary 
character of such a position. But, setting aside this as a serious mistake, 
he showed no lack of spirit in his action since February 1C87, when he 
saw that the Nabob and his people, by their negociations, were only 
trying to gain time ; and certainly none in the defence of the miserable 
position in Hijili ; and no lack of resource in the notable stratagem by 
which he imposed upon the enemy ! For the follies of the second phase 
of the war, under Captain Heath's conduct, Charnock is not answerable ; 
though the manner in which lie apparently participated in the attempted 
double dealing, or worse than double dealing, between the Nabob and 
the parties in Arakan, shows that he had no strong moral sense. Neither, 
however, let it be recollected, did his contemporaries, whether in Iifdia or 
in Europe, shine in that respect. 1 lu‘ high esteem in which lie was held 
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by bis masters in London could hardly have maintained itself for so 
many years without some substantial foundation^ My view of hinij pieced 
together from the fragmentary impressions which are alone available, 
would be that of an imperfectly educated, and coarse and wilful, but 
strong man, who had spent his life in almost isolated positions among 
natives, and had been deeply tinged with native habits of thought and 
action, but who maintained a general loyalty to the Company whom he 
served, though he was by no means so scrupulous as they gave him credit 
for being. It must be confessed that the pictime painted by Sir John 
Goldsborough — ^who, as GeneralP’ of the Company’s establishments, 
visited the new settlement about nine months after Job’s death — of the 
late Agent, and of the tone and character of the Company’s servants under 
his rule, is a very unfavourable one ; but some part of the blurs which this 
picture reveals, such as habitual indolence, may probably be ascribed to 
the length of Charnock’s service, at that time almost unprecedented, in 
an Indian climate, and to the operation of its natural influences on the 
members of a very scanty and low-toned society. 

To make these notices as complete as I can, Hamilton’s notices of 
Charnock, or Chemnoch as he calls him, are hei^e extracted: 

“ The English settled there about the Year 1G90 .... Mr. Job Channock 
being then the Company’s Agent in Bengal, he had Liberty to settle an Em- 
porium in any Part on tbe Biver’s Side below Huohly, and for the sake of a 
large shady Tree chose that Place, tho’ be could not have chosen a more un- 
healthful Place on all the Biver .... One Year I was there, and there were 
reckoned in August about 1200 English, some Military, some Servants to the 
Company, some private Merchants residing in the Town, and some Seamen 
belonging to Shipping lying at the Town, and before the begiuing of January 
there were 460 Burials regiatred .... 

“ Mr. Channock choosing the Ground of the Colony, where it now is, reigned 
more absolutely than a Rajah, only he wanted much of their Humanity, for when 
any poor ignorant Native transgressed his Laws, they were sure to undergo a 
severe whipping for a Penalty, and the Execution wag generally done when he 
was at Dinner, so near his Dining-room that the Groans and Cries of the poor 
Delinquents served him for Music. 

The Country about being overspread with Paganism, the Custom of Wives 
burning with their* Deceased Husbands is also ijracfcised here. Before the MoguVs 
war, Mr. Cjetannocb: went one time with his ordinary guard of Soldiers, to see 
a young Widow act that tragical Catastrophe, but he was so smitten with the 
Widow’s Beauty, that he sent his Guards to take her by Force from her Execu- 
tioners, and conducted her to his own Lodgings. They lived lovingly many 
Years, and had several Children ; at length she died, after he had settled in 
Calcutta, hut instead of converting her to Christianity, she made him a 
Proselyte to Paganism, and the only part of Christianity that was remarkable in 
him, was burying her decently, and he built a Tomb over her, where all his Life 
after her Death he kept the anniversary Day of her Death by sacrificing a Cock 
on her Tomb, after the Pagan Manner j this was and is the common Eeport, and 
I have been credibly informed, both by Christians and Pagans who lived at 
Calcutta under his Agency, that the Story was really Matter of Pact.” 
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The story of the Hindoo widow is probably another version of the 
more scandalous one recorded by Hedges at p. 52. It is not likely that 
a European at Patna, or elsewhere in the country, could have ventured 
in those days to abduct a Sati widow from the pyre. The tomb which 
Charnock erected over the lady’s grave may very possibly be the dome 
which still stands in the churchyard of St. John’s Church, spoken of by 
Mr. Barlow at p. 40. But, in spite of the Christian and Pagan testimony, 
we suspect it would be hard to reconcile with “ the Pagan Manner”, or 
Hindu rites, the sacrifice of an unclean bird (to ^sculapius?). That Job 
was too apt to use the whip is, we fear, to be traced even now under his 
own hand,i but it does not follow that he delighted to feast his ears 
with the cries of the delinquents. 

I now give the passages above alluded to from Sir John Golds- 
borough’s lleport.^ 

Extract from a letter written by Sir John Goldsboro ugh, which is 
enfaced, Tlih letter v*as left unfinished at Bit Joiik Golos- 
BOEOuon’s deaths and hrouglit from Bengali, hy Cajyt, Hokrill, 
into lohose hands Bir John committed Us pa2)ers relating to the 
Gompanyh affairs^ and seemed to he wrote about October 1093.^’^ 

** On the 4th of August we set sayle for Bengall (from Vizagapatara) and 
arrived at Ohuttanuttee the 12th D°, where I found your Honours Serrants in 
great disorder, and that every one did that which seemed good in their own Eyes, 
as Capt. Doreill had advised me in Severall Letters to Madras, to which referr 
your Honours, who were very happy in posting Capt. Bobrill as Second here, 
by whose prudent Carriage they thought he had some secret orders and power, 


1 In a letter from the Council at HxigH to that at Balasore, dated 3d June 
1686, there is a postscript which I take to be in Ghaniock’s own writing : “If 
the Peons come in five dayes, give them 4 ans: ” (annas) huxees j if they stay 
longer Chawluck them, and for the future the hour when dispeeded is on the 
backside, we expect the same from you. ” 

2 0.0, 5899 and 5900 ; duplicates, of w’^hich the last seems most correct. 

^ Sir John embarked at Madras on the brigantine Gingerlce, 29th July, and 
reached Ghatduati 12th August. The Agent (Ellis) and Coxmcill met him 
at “ Sea Crowle (?) from whence” (he writes in his Diary) “we came hither 
in the B.H. Company’s Barge Budgrow.” He died there Kovemher 1693 ; not 
in the following January, as Bruce states by oversight (iii, 353). His mis- 
take may he explained by the quotation given in the text from the Bengal 
letter of 16th April 1694, where the date “ 26th January” applies to Mr. 
Eyres taking charge of the Agency. See in Part III, under Ellis. 

Most of the copies of his last letters that have been preserved in the 1. 0, 
are dated from ChuttanuUec (or Chuttanutte, as was more common), but one or 
two are dated Calcutta. 



XCll 


BIOG-RAPHIOAL AND OTHEH ILLUSTRATIONS: 


that bridled them very much in their disorders, which If he had not been here 
they would not have known where to have ended with them. Such wretched men 
many of these are. But I have great hopes by removing the worst of them from 
hence to Madras, I shall bo able to work a Thoro’ reformation amongst the 
Best.i 

“ I have begun with Captain Hill, who was the Secretary and the Capt. of the 
Soldiers, who was allowed to keep a punch-house and Billiard table Gratis when 
others paid for it, and to make two false Musters besides his pay for it, and his 
house gave Entertainment to all Strangers whatsoever, and he himself an open 
tempered man, and debauched in his life, who hath lett his wife turn papist 
without Controull.- And this man neither Mr. GitARNOOK nor Ellis dare 
Contradict because they Looked iippon him. a fltt man to dictate their Consulta- 
tions and Letters, whiJst the Slothfulness of Mr. Ciiarnock^ nor the Ignorance 
of E llis would not lett them doe itt theirseives, but he must doe all, and tell it 
to every one that came, and carry your Honours business about in papers with 
him aboard of Skip, or any whether where he went ; whomel have turned out of all 
but your Honours’ Service, and keep bim in itt viitill I have gott him from hence 
to Madras with his family (for here God willing he shall not abide), being a 
man to whom God and his friends have given due Measure, but he hath turned itt 
all to froth, and Excepting dictating for them, as I have said, out of Necessitie to 
hold in with them, his frothy vices hath swallowed him up, and all his Ingenuity, 
which God hath plentifully supplied him with, soc that it will be very Difficult 
for him to Reduce from his vilde Loose Life, to be fitt for Business. 

” Mr. Charnoce: had what power your Honours could give him, Yett I am well 
Informed would never have reformed this place, for fii’st he was poysoned with 
the Expectation of a new Company ; which Mr. BbaddylIj upon some Occation 
had the Confidence to tell him ; in a little time he would not be * his Worship’ 
but ‘ Mr. Gharnock’, and then he would require Satisfaction of him. This 
affront Mr. Charnock swallowed very patiently, as fearing it would be soe, and 
the Law Courts at Madras Scared him Exceedingly, Soe that ho was affraid to 
think e of medling with anybody. Next, he had another Strainge disposition. 
He Loved Everybody should be att Difference, and Supported a Serjeant that sett 
them to Duelling, till Capt. Dorrill told him the Evill thereof, and allways was a 
friend to Charles Pale, one of the factors, whose Master peece was, to Invent 
differences Between Man and Man, and deeply Swear to the most Extravagant 


^ In Mb diary he says he found too many factors, and writes : “ They are 
Boe many that not above half hath business, aoe they become Idle and Studdy 
Mischief and Quarrells, but God willing I hr)pe to xutt an End to that.” 

^ Sir John’s Diary (0 0. 5885) mentions these facts about Hill, and also 
that he had reduced the Soldieiy from 40 to 23 (includiug a drummer and two 
Sergeants), and that when the Factory should be built the number might be 
reduced to one half. The Paymaster was also to let the Soldiers know that 
they are to have but 4 Rs. each ^jor mouth ; if they wRl not serve for that, 
they may goe w^hore they will, for Considering the plenty and Cheaxmess of 
jmovisions, that is great Wages.” 

3 In a letter of 1690 Mr. Stanley, at Baiasore, says he had sent off 6 QossicU 
in succession, without getting any ausw’er to the letters they carried. 
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Lyes lie could Invent, Rut God hafh removed Pale, a little before I Came, by 
deatb, Purtber he had another faculty of finding fault with most under Mm, and 
when Capt. Dobrill hath caused some of them to he called, he would say nothing 
to their faces ; nor never tell them of their faults. But I need noe other Instances 
of this than that he bath made great Complaints home to your Honours of Mr. 
Peachy and Mr. Bowrihge, and Some of Mr. Ellis, but still let them remaine 
and goe on as they would ; without reforming what was Amiss, and delighted to 
putt things off by Delay or referring them home, and this I believe is most true, 
that he never wronged your Honours in the price of your Goods, but he rejoyced 
to find matter to accuse others of soe doing, and thought it was Euogh to write 
of it home without medling with them here, which may be seen in the Complaints 
home against Peachy and Bowridge aforesaid. These and many Such like 
things are the Reasons why there would have been noe reforme in this place, for 
when he who should reforme and Qiiiett all loves to sett others at Difference, what 
Can be Expected ? But I forbear (he being dead) tho’ Much More might he said, 
on this Subject. 

“ Mr. Ellis by appointment Succeeded Mr. Chabnock, who is a Man too 
Easy and weake to stand alone in the head of such an aftaire as this is, and of 
too Loose a Life to give any good Example or Govern this place ; his weaknesses 
being too puhliquely known to all both English and Natives to have any respect 
or regard from them. Therefore I must of Necessity put him by, and leave 
Some body else in his roome when I goe hence, which I cannot resolve on who, 
till I have seen them all, having ordered all the factors at Dacca, Molba, and 
Oassimbazar to End their Investment and come down hither. But I think it 
must he Mr. Eyre, who is but little Complaind off. Only they say he is very 
much for the Country habits and Gustomes. Yet when Capt. Dorrill discoursed 
Mr. CHARNOCKuppou his deathbed, be left Mr. Eyre out of the number of those 
whom he named as fitfc for business. That was Mr. Beard, Mr. Sta'nlt, and 
Mr. Bbabdyll. Wlien they are all here I intend, God willing, to resolve which 
of the factorys to Lay Down, but at present I think Dacca, Keeping of a 
Vacqneell there to doe the business at Court ; and Consider what your Honours 
Orders given hither by the Doroihy, the 18th of February IGDJ, about ffactorys. 

“ Mr. Beard is too young to be put to the head of these affaires. 

The Miscarriages here, many of them are allreiidy Roctifyod, which are to 
many for a Letter, but may better be seen in the Consultations of the place after my 
arrivall the 12th of August, to which your Honours may please to be x‘ef err’d, 
amongst which your Honour will see I have retrench’d the Charges of this one 
ffactorie near 4000 Rups. ayearldley thrown away, the perticulars of which I have 
sent inclosed.” 

(Here follows an account of the overbearingiiess of the “Popish 
priests,” etc.) 

“And all this Came to pass by the None regard this and the former Agent had 
for our Religion, and by the Incourageraent Hill’s wife had putt into the 
Papists, by whose Example scvorall of English men’s black wives turned Papist 
that were not soe before . . . . ” 

Sir John also writes to Air. Eydks from “ Chutanuttk, Sber 
93 ”; 



XCIV 


BIOaKAPIIICAL AND OTHEB ILLUSTRATIONS: 


Wlien I came hither I found Agent and Councill had been Eemisa in not 
marking out a place whereon to build a factorie on, if we pbould hereafter he 
Libertized to setle here, and by that omission of theirs noehody knew where, or 
how to build, but everyone built straglinly where and how they pleased, even 
on the most properest place for a factorie, and have dug holes and tancka that 
will cost the Company mony to fill up agen, and the longer they Bun, the worse 
would ho the Eviil. Therefore I thought filt to order the Inclosing a peece of 
ground with a Mud wall, whereon to build a factoide when we have a per wanna 
.for it, which I mean to goe in hand to inclose in a day or two. This is all 
I know of this matter. Further upon the Walshes house, bought for the 
Company, I intend to build above Staires upon the 2 Tarresses 4 Rooms or 
Chambers, that I may bring in the Aceomptanta and Secretaries, and the books 
and papers in their Charge, within this brick house, which now Ly scattering 
abroad in thached houses Lyahle to the hazzard of fire everyday. Therefore 
Rest sattiafyed that I shall not run soe hastily about such a worke as your 
intelligencer thincks.*’ 

The following extract shows how Sir John’s arrangements were 
carried out after his death : 

From the Bciigal Coumtl to Sir John G-ayer at BomBx^lY, dated 
“ ChuTxVnutte^ the iGth of Aprill 1694.’^^ 

It may not be impertinent if we give your Excellency a brief accompt of 
Affairs here, and of alterations the late Company’s Generali Sir John Gobbs- 
BOROUGH was pleas’d to make some time before his Death, which was in the 
dismission of Mr. FRiVNCis Ellis from the Agency, and placing Charles 
Eyre in his roomo. But the orders were not divulged till after Sir Jno.’s 
Death and the Shipping had received their Dispatches, it being his desire to 
Capt. Dorrill to keep it private till then, which was the 26th January last, 
when the said Charles Eyre took the charge of the Agency upon Mm, the 
Orders being read pnblickly before all the Rt. Hon. Company’s Servants, and 
Mr. Ellis resign’d the Charge.” 

(The letter is signed by Charles Eyre, John Beard, and Edward 
Cornell.) 

In Mr. Barlow^s note at p. 40 he has quoted at length the epitaph in St. 
Jobn’s churchyard on Job Charnock himself, and that on his elder 
daughter, but not that on the younger, which we may as well give to 
complete the family record : 


1 0. C. 5914. I regret to say that 0.0. No. 5901, which the Index inti- 
mates to contain Last Orders of Commissary- General and Supervisor Sir 
John Goldsborough confirming all previous ones ; appointing Mr. Charles 
Eyres Agent, directing Mr. Francis Ellis to proceed to Madras” has dis- 
appeared from the volume— I fear abstracted. It should have been an 
interesting paper. 
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Hie Jacet 

Cathemna White 
Horn JONATHANIS WHITE 
Uxor Dilectiasima 
Tov MuKaptrov JOBI OhARnOCK' 
filia natu minima 

Quae primo in partn et mtatis flora 
Annum Ageus unxim de Yiginti 
Mortem obiit heu ! immaturam 
21 Jauuarii 1700^ 

Siste parumper Ghristiane Lector 
(Vel quisquis es tandem') et mecum defie 
Buram sexns niuliebris sortera, 

Qui per elapsa tot annorura millia 
Culpam Primm iSvee luit Parentis 
Et luet usque dum eternum atabit 
In dolors paries filios’’ 

Gen. 3. 16. 


There is also a stone in memory of her husband, Jonathan White. 
“ Angli et in rebus Anglicis administrandis in hoc Bengalae regno olim 
Secundi.” Pie died 23rd Jan. 1703.2 
I should observe that the name of the husband of Gharnock’s eldest 
daughter was not Fyke, as in the printed copies of her epitaph, but 
Eyees. Charles Eyres (some yeai’s later Sir Charles) was the gentle* 
man named in Sir J ohn Goldsborough’s letter to be the best successor to 
the agency, and did succeed as has been seen.^ 

I have recently, in the British Museum Library, come on an insig- 
nificant but curious memorial of both these ladies. They seem for 
some reason to have sent little presents to the Lady Wentworth, wife 
of Sir Henry Johnson, M.P. TTie lady desired to make some return, 
and in her husband's letter-book (Addl. MSS., 22, 186, if. 91 and 103 r.) 
I find two draft letters, one intended apparently for each of the ladies 
in Calcutta. This at least is the way I interpret the matter ; though 
they are so nearly identical, except in the address, that it is a little 
puzzling. Here they are, side by side : 


1 /.e,N.S. 1701. ^ 1704. 

3 No care seems to have been taken in those days to discriminate between 
a name having a terminal s and the resembling name ■without the s. In the 
records which we have been quoting so largely, and in Hedges’ Diary, we find 
Piti and Pitts , Pytts, and even Master and Masters^ and Eyre and 
Eyres used indifferently. Eyres is the name in the record of his oHginal 
nomination. The Eyre would easily become Pyre by an accident, as the 
inscription is stated to be in relief. See also under Eyres in Part III. 
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No. 1. No, % 

Black wall Decemb>- i'Oth 97 

Matlam, 

Your kind Present of Musline I liad 
Bec^ by inyKiimnma CuptRAYNEK; <& most 
OwKC myself much lu^agod to you for Itt 
& know not liow to Rotalliato your favour 
being Ignorant of all ffurreine A ffaros there- 
fore I hope my Ignorance will Plead my 
Pardon ; I have sent by Capt. Rayxes & 

Capt. BiiTDGES one each of them a Hoad 
drest after our English ffashioG and a 
Gurdoll we5i I hope will come Safe to your 
hands ; I could wish they whare worth your 
exceptance for my Dull could think 

of nothing ells to send beleiving y‘ in your 
Pleasant Clountrey nothing can he a Rarity 
but w*- came from itt : thiirofore hopeing for 
your Good Company in England is but 
biding you to your loss tbo’ I should be 
very Glad of y* Happinos <& desier you to 
belevo 

I am madnm 

Your most humble servant 
^ W ENTWOUTIll 

Maktha I c?r 

( Johnson 
^ Went WORTH 
Mahtha I & 

L Johnson 

For Madam Auers 
tiff Chiffif Awf/y 
Benoall 

The drafts themselves are in the handwriting of Sir Henry Johnson, 
with many erasures and corrections, and one of them is on the back of 
the draft of another letter also in his writing. 

In conclnsiou, I may notice two native versions of the Charnock 
exodus, which appears even before the middle of last century to have 
assumed a legendary form. The first is given in the Notes to Orme’s 
nistorind Fragments^ from that author’s MS. collections. It runs as 
follows 

“Jon Chanock was appointed by the English East India Company, governor of 
their factory at Golgot*^ near Hughlet, where a quarrel arose with the King’s 

^ These names are twice scrawled, as if the lady was trying her signature in 
this form. 

Jfktori cal Fragments of the Mogul Erngirc, etc., 1805, pp. 281-285. 

This name, Gohjot^ and the corresponding GholghcU, in the subsequent 
extract from Muliabbab IChan, indicate the name of the paiticular locality 
where the English factoiT- at Hugh was situated. And 'some confusion of this 
name with that of Calcutta may have led to the curious error of the French- 
men Luillier (1702) and Sonnerat (1782), the former of -whom calls Calcutta 
Oolgontke, while the latter says : “ Les Anglais prononcent et (icrivent Golgota'\ 


Blackwall Deoemh'' 20th 1097 

Madam 

I cannot do leas than Return you 
my Thanks for your Generous Pre.sent of 
filowered Musliuo you where Plesed to send 
me by my Kinsman Oapt Baynes, and tho 
I am unknown to you I should be Glad to be 
better acquainted with you by Paper Mes- 
aingers (till Plese God to send you into 
England) if your Pleaant Country (as lam 
informed) doth uot incline you to stay in itt 
& debarr us of yt Ilappiueas. 

I have sent by Oapt. Rayner & Oapt. 
Biudoe.s in each of their Ships A head 
Brest up after our new ffashion & a Gar- 
dell a Present not worth your exseptance 
but I could uot tell what to send ells being 
wholly unskillfull in what is agreeable in 
those fforran Partes. I desier you to give 
me your Commands by ail Conveanees <fc 
they shall not only be joyfully Reo'^ but 
Puncktually observed 

Madam by 

Your most humble Serv* 

M. J. 

For Madamo K.vth brine Oarnock 
at Chittgmiifii 

In BenOALL 
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people upon a soldier*s going to buy mutton. As tlie dispute ran very higb, Job 
Obtanock: wrote to Mapbas for a strong reinforcement of men, wbicli was accord- 
ingly sent bim. These troops were quartered at a little distance in the daytime, 
and privately drawn into the fort at night, unknown to any hut the garrison. 
Thus strengthened Joe Oh anook meditated revenge, and commenced hostilities 
against theKing’s people, by attacking Abdite Gttjnnbb, the pbousdar of Hnghley, 
who being discomfited in the first day^s fight, fled a considerable way, and sent an 
account of bis proceedings to the King. On receipt of this letter, the King 
detached twenty-two Jemidars, with a great body of horse and muskeeters, to his 
assistance. Upon this junction the pbousdar held a council of war ; in consequence 
of which the army was divided into two equal parts, one of which was stationed 
at HtraHLET, and the other sent to Tillianpubbah near Ghbbetty Gabdbn, 
and Tanna fort near Sttbman’s. These parties were furnished with iron chains, 
which they stretched across the river, to obstruct the passage of vessels. Job 
Chanook, on advice of this step, abandoned the fort, and embarked all the troops, 
stores, and baggage, onboard his shipping; he himself went in a budgerow, order- 
ing bis people to fire the villages on both sides the river. When he came to Tillian- 
PUBBAH, he brolce the chain ; and being fired upon by the King’s people, from both 
shores, returned it from his fleet, and landed a small body to keep them in play. 
In this manner he fought his way down to Tannahs fort, where he forced the 
second chain. Here the King’s people halted ; and Job Chanock: dropt down to 
Ingelbe. a few days after, the Bengal King marched down against the Southern 
King. When he reached the Southern Country, Job Ohanock went, attended by 
Benjah Gtogaboo, Betah Bosbman, and Dr. Chtjnbebseekbb, to prefer a 
petition to bis majesty, which was delivered by a vacqueel, who had instructions to 
be very loud in his complaints, the moment the fleet began to fire, which he was to 
tell the King was a salute in compliment to his majesty. The King then inquired 
what was the purport of his business ; to which he replied, that the English 
Company had sent Mr. Chanock out as governor of their factory at Goegot, to 
conduct their trade under his majesty’s protection j hut that the Nabob and the 
pbousdar of HTJGHr.BY had, upon a slight dispute about some meal, taken these 
violent measures, and driven them down to Ing-eeee ; where, adds the vacqueel, 
my master pays his devoirs to your majesty by a discharge of all his cannon. 

The King, having heard this story, ordered him to bring his master into the 
royal presence. The vacqueel having reported the substance of his conference with 
the King, and his order for Mr. Chanock ’ s appearing in person, Mr, Chanock 
made the vacqueel a handsome present, and ordered his army to attend him to the 
King, by way of Asswaree.^ Job made a salam Koornis, or Ibw obeisance, 
every second step he advanced, and stood with folded arms beside bis majesty, 
who promised to do him justice. At this juncture some of the King’s people 
whispered him, that his provisions were quite expended, which Job Chanock 
observing created much uneasiness in his majesty, ordered his people privately to 
bring an ample supply of every kind, from his fleet, which he presented the 
King. This hospitable, generous act, so won upon his majesty, that he desired 
him to ask what he had to solicit in return. Job replied, the first command he 
requested his majesty to lay upon him, was to order him to defeat his enemies. 
The King cheerfully accepting this offer he quitted the presence instantly, and 
joining a few of the King’s troops with his own, marched immediately against 
and routed the enemy, and then paid his Koornis to the King again, who loaded 


1 1,8., SatmrL retinue. 
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lixm witR presents, and granted him a perwannah for Calcutta. After this victory 
the King returned to Delhi, and Job Ohanock took possession of Calcutta, 
which, after clearing of tho jungles he fortified. That, or the succeeding year, 
some gentlemen came out with a recruit of stores and soldiers. Job Ghanock, 
upon the arrival of this fleet, sent the King a very handsome present of European 
things, under charge of his vacqueel, Dr. Chundebseeker his physician, 
and two or three other gentlemen. When they reached Dtdhi, they learnt that 
the King lay so dangei’ously ill, that none but his physicians were admitted into 
his presence. The ambassadors, considering what could, under this dilemma, be 
done in execution of their commission, determined to wait upon the vizier, who 
told them, his majesty was sorely tormented with caruncles, which his physician 
conld not euro, and that all access had been denied to him on that account. One 
of the Englisli gentlemen, who was a physician, undertook the task, and was 
conducted hy the vizier to the King, whom he made a perfect cure of, to the inex- 
pressible joy of the whole court. Ho was honoured with a genteel qualification, 
and received a present for tho company, accompanied with a phirmaund excusing 
them from all duties. The ambassador, thinking this total exemption from duties 
might give umbrage to some succeeding Shah, preferred a petition, desiring they 
might pay a quit rent, or small annual consideration, which being agreed to by 
the King, they returned to Calcutta/^^ 

The othei" and still more mythical version of the Charnock legend is 
given in Sir Henry Elliot’s JliHory of India as told hy Its own Historians^ 
from a history by the Nawab Mnhabbat Khan, written apparently near 
the beginning of this century. The following is the story as given in 
this book 

Calcutta formerly was only a village, the revenue of which was assigned for 
the expenses of the temple of KAli Devi, which stands there I now pro- 

ceed to an account of the foundation of the city, and how the Honourable Com- 
pany’s factory was maintained at GholohAt and Mughalpuba, near Hugli, 
Suddenly, at about sunset, when the English officers were at their dinner, a violent 
bore arose in the river, and fell with such force upon the shore that the factory 
was in danger of falling down. The officers ran out in great consternation and 
saved their lives. Mr. Chanak, their chief, having purchased the BenArasi 
JBAgh, which belonged to the Company’s agent at Gholghat, near the city, cut 
down the trees and founded a factory, the buildings of which were raised two and 
three stories high. When the compound was made, and the rooms were ready to 
be roofed in, the nobles and chief men among the Saiyids and Mughals, who were 
great merchants, went to Mir Nisir, Faujddroi Huqhli, and declared that if the 
strangers were allowed to ascend their lofty houses, they, the Mughals, would he 
greatly dishonoured, seeing that the persons of their females would be exposed to 

view Thafaujddr. . . .prohibited all the masons and carpenters from 

carrying on the work, and ordered that no one should go to the factory. Mr. 
Chanak, with great indignation, prepared to fight ; hut as he had a very small 
force, and only one vessel was present at the time, while the Mughals, who were 
joined hy the powerful faujddr, had assembled in great number, he saw no 


^ This rigmarole curiously mixes up Job Charnock with the surgeon Wm. 
Hamilton and his patriotic action, some twenty-five years later in date. 

- Mliot, ed. by Dowson^ viii, 378, seq. 
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advantage in taking any hostile measure against them, and was obliged to weigh 
anchor. He had a burning-glass in Ms ship, with which by concentrating the 
sun s rays he burnt the river face of the city as far as Chandernagobb. With a 
view to avenge this injury, the fawjdctr wrote to the police station at Makhita, 
with orders to stop the vessel. The tlidnaddr accordingly, in order to prevent 
the passage of the vessel, prepared an iron chain, each link of which was ten 
sirs in weight, and having made it in length equal to the breadth of the river, 
kept it ready and made it firm to the wall of the fort. The chain being extended 
across the river, the vessel was thus intercepted ; but Mr. Ghanak cut through 
the chain with a European swoi’d, and went on his way. He took his vessel out 
to sea, and proceeded towards the Dakhin. 

“In those days the Emperor Aubangzeb was in that part of the Kingdom, 
straitened by his enemy for provisions, and his camp was reduced to starvation. 
Upon this the chief of the factory in the Carnatic sent vessels laden with grain, 
showing great consideration for the throne, and proved of great service. The 
Emperor was much pleased with the English people, and desired to know 
the Honourable Company’s wishes. The English chief requested him to grant a 
S'znad and farnidrii giving peroiission to establish factories in all parts of the 
Kingdom, and particularly in Bengal. The request was granted, and royal 
orders exempting the Hon. Company’s ships from custom duties, fixing a sum of 
SOOOrs. and peshcash to be presented to the hahhsM of the port, and giving per- 
mission for the establishment of factories, were issued. Mr. Chanak returned 
with the royal farmdns from the Dakhin to Bengal. He sent his agents with 
the peshhash and some presents to Ja’pab Khan, and obtained permission to 
erect a factory in Calcutta. Mr, Ohanak: accordingly erected a new factory 
at the place where he anchoi'ed after returning from the Dakhin, which is known 
by the name of Chanak.i He founded the city and populated it, and gave a 


^ It is curious to find this persistent but mistaken statement in a native writer. 
ChXnak or Achanak is the name by which (not the old Fort but) Barrackpore is 
known to the natives ; and the story that it derived this name from Job Char- 
nock is commonly believed and repeated by Anglo-Indians, even in the Impennl 
Gazetteer (s. v. Barrachpur). A writer in the Calcutta Review, already quoted 
(vol. iii, p. 460), goes so far as to say : “ It is known to the natives only by the 
name of Ohanuch^ though it is more than 150 years since Charnoek e.stablished 
his bungalow at this station, and gathered a little bazar around it.” I now 
believe this notion to be quite erroneous, though in printing the article Aclta^ 
node in the Anglo-'Indian Glossary, I was disposed to accept it. But in the 
Supplement to that work I have shown cause against it The place appears 
{Tsjannolc) in a map given by Valentyn in his great History of the Dutch 
East Indies (vol. v), and thi.s map was prepared by Van dor Broeeke, who was 
Dutch Chief at Hugh in 1662. The Court also, in a letter written about 
December 1677, offer a handsome reward to the officers and crew of any of 
their ships which should go up the river to HdoLl, “or at least as far as Chan- 
nock.” Charnoek, we have seen, who came to India in 165^, was fixed at 
Patna as early as 1663, and probably some time before, as well as for many years 
after. It appears almost impossible that he could have been living at Barrack- 
pore, or given his name to a place in that position, before 1662, or even before 
1677. 
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stimulns to the trade of Bengal. That factory is well known to this day hy the 
name of the Old Port.” 


In concluding this compilation I think it well to append a chronology 
of the events that led to the foundation of Fort William : 


Beginning of critical differences with the Nawah’s G-overnment 

End of 1684. 

The KIsim bIzAr Factory boycotted 
Agent Bearb dies - - - - 

Chaenook reaches Hdoni 
Fleet arrives from England - - - 

Outbreak at Hdoii - - - - 

Oharnook and English retire to Chatanati 
Make war and take Thana Forts 
Occupy HiJiLi and attack Balasorf 4 
Beleaguered by the Nawab’s Troops in HuilS 
Come to terms with Abdal Samad - 
Second time occupy OhatanatI 
Captain Heath arrives at ChatanatI 
Abortive Expedition to Chittagong 
Withdraw to Madras 
Return to Bengal, and third occupation of Chatanat! July- Aug. 1690, 
CHARNOCKdies - - . - - Jan. 10, 1693, 


About April 1685. 

- 28 Aug. 1685. 

April 1686. 

- October 1686. 
October 28, 1686. 

Dec. 1686. 

- February 1687. 

- February 1687. 
March to June 1687. 

- June 1687. 
About Hov, 1687, 
September 1688. 

- January 1689. 

March 1689. 


Addendum , — In reference to Sir John Goldsborough’s report on the 
Company’s servants at p. xcii, I find the following in the Court’s 
Letter to Bengal of 6th March 1694-5 : 

“ We hear some of yon are become Bullies and Hectors, and that there has 
been challenging and fighting among yon, which is so unbecomeing and destruc- 
tive to Merchants that we do hereby make it for a standing Rule and Law, that 
whosoever shall giue a Challenge to fight any of onr English Servants, shall 
forfeit to the Company 200 Pagodas, besides the immediate loss of his Place. 
And who shall accept any challenge or fight any Duell shall forfeit 400 Pagodas 
besides the loss of his Place, to be recovered by Action or Information .... 
So that if onr Agent for the time being should happen to be of so mild a spirit 
as Mr. Charnogk was overmuch, It is but giving our Lieutenant Generali, 
President, and Councill of Fort St. George Information of such crimes. . . 
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NOTICES OE VARIOUS PERSONS MENTIONED IN 
THE DIARY OE HEDGES, 

FEOM INDIA OFFICE EECORDS AND OTHER SOURCES. 


ALLEY, Captain. A noted interloper from 1679, or perhaps from 
1676, onwards; very persistent, defiant, and obnoxious to the Com- 
pany. 

Ro private traders, interfering with the Company’s privileges of exclu- 
sive trade, had appeared in the field for many years after the renewal of 
the Charter by King Charles II in 1661. They reappeared in the latter 
part of next decade, and Alley was the most prominent in this renewal 
of ‘interloping” adventure. Alley’s project was to load a ship at 
Cadiz with European wares, and to bring back Eastern produce for 
sale in continental markets.^ 

I give some extracts regarding this adventurer, but I have not come 
upon notices of him of later date than those in Hedges. He is more 
than once spoken of by the Court as “ the late interloper Alley”, which 
at first I took as indicating his death ; but as the phrase occurs once in a 
letter quoted under Bridger (below), which is dated 1681 , when we 
know that Alley was alive and active, this can only mean the inter- 
loper who lately went out to India”. 

Three voyages of Alley’s are traced in the passages which we have 
observed, viz., in 1675-6 ; in 1679-80 ; and in 1682-3. 

The notice of the first voyage is very brief and vague ; perhaps it 
was a “prospecting” expedition only: 

“ We note the arrival! of Oapt. Ault, and how you accommodated the Moor 
servants. . . . and their taking- passage in the Companies shipping for the Bay.*’ 
(Court to Eobt Sr. Gboeoe, 15th Dec. 1676.) 

From Courts Letter to Sueat, 19th March 1679-80. 

“ 67. We are informed that some Persons have designed to venture on Private 
trade to the Indies, and that one Capt. Ally in the Ship Expectation voyaged 
thither abont Decembr. last, pnrposeing to go to the Coast of Ohoeomandbll or 
ye Bay. Wee thereupon have endeavoured to prevent their unjust practice and 
proceedure, contrary to his Majesties Charter given us, and upon Application his 


^ BrucCy ii, 484. 
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Majesty in Councill was graciously pleased to issue fortli liis Commission and 
Instructions to our Agents and Chiefs respectively, reauireing not to yield the 
said Capt. Ally or any otliers any Countenance or assistance,’^ ete., etc. 

Extract from the Kimfs Letter, dated 2uii December 1079. 

“Whereas we are credibly informed that one William Alley, Commander 
of an English Ship called the Expectation, of the burden of 400 toims or there- 
abouts, in confederacy with JoHK Smith, James HARRiNaTON and others of 
our English Subjects, in contempt of our Eoyal Charter given and granted to our 
said Bast India Company in the 13^*' Year of our Eeign, and to defraud us of 
our Oustome, is now designed on a voiage from Cadiz to some Port or Places in 
the East Indies there to trade India Commodities and to discharge them in foreign 
Countries of Europe ; These are therefor to reciuire you and every of you, as 
you will avoid our just displeasure, and answer the contrary at your perills, that 
you doe forbear to give any assistance, countenance, or encouragement whatever 
unto the said William Alley,” etc. 

(Addressed to Matthias Vincent, chief Eaotor at Hughly, Christopher 
Hatton do. at Mesulapatam, ete.) 

Extract of Letter from EoiiT, 14th June IGSo. 

“ The ILew Loridon, Capt. Daniell Commanding, arrived togeathor with Ally, 
the first Instant at Portonovo, and we hear also that Smith another Inter- 
lopers (sic) is come thethei'. . . . We have taken care to fix Gopall Pundit, 
the chief e Sohadar, to the observance of the Coxvle^ that was granted us by Maba 
Raja, and also by him Self, against all Interlopers, especially Alley, whom wo 
most feared because of the Qowle they had formerly granted him.” 

Alley and Smith are mentioned by Hedges at p. 104, and their arrival 
at Balasore, pp. 116-118. Alley seems always to have made his appear- 
ance with pomp, to impress the natives, as when he comes up to Iliigif 
“ in his Barge; rowed with English IMariiiers in Coats with Badges, and 
•i Musicians” ; and again when he goes, to Hedges’ great indignation, to 
visit the Faujdar of Hdgli, in pretentious procession. “ A gawdy shew 
and great noise”, quoth the Agent, “adds much to a Public Person’s 
Credit in this Country” (p. 123), 

Extract from Court Book, 24th Sept. IGSO. 

“The Court being informed that there were two letters come from India by 
their Shipping directed to Capt. Wm. Ally, who commands the Expectation, bet 
out on private account, this question being put, whether they should be now 
opened? it passed in the affirmative, and Sr. JosiA Child and Major Thomson 
were desired to open them, and to make report : And in case that nothing be 
found therein prejudicial to the Company that then the same be sealed up and 
delivered as directed. 

“ Bbsolved that such persons in the Company’s Service as are found by the 
said letters, or otherwise, concerned with the said Ally in carrying on any private 
trade, contrary to his Majesties charter granted .to tbe Company, shall be imme- 
diately discharged from their employments respectively.” 


^ Ar. ICaal, a, written engagement, or protection. 
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Extract from Court Book^ 1st March 1681(2), 

It is referred unto the Committees for Shippinsr to examen what assistance 
was given unto Allby the Interloper at Johanna by any of the Company’s 
Ships that lay there with him before the place.” 

Do., 24th October 1681. 

The Covernour and Sr. Joseph Ashe are desired to attend the Hon^’® the 
Lord Hyde with the draught of a proclamation, Commission, &ca., now read in 
Court for preventing the going out of Interlopers to the East Indies.” 

Extract from Cou7't^s Letter to Fort, 27th October 1682. 

We shall order the Josiah and the next ship that goes after him to stay at 
Porto Novo .... to countenance our new Factory there, and also to hinder 
any Interloper from trading there and afrighting the Natives. 

The like order we have given to this ship and shall continue doing so to all 
others that we send to the Port, but the two next after this are most like to meet 
with Ally at Porto Novo and you may do well to stay them both there as 
long as Our business will admit .... and if you can so contrive it Order two 
Ships to follow Ally down to Mbtchlapatam, And so dog him continually 
with 2 or 3 Ships at Sea as you can make it correspond with our business, and 
with 2 or 3 merchants at hand to buy the Goods from him, whatever he gives. 

And in all Places use these methods we formerly gave you for getting away 
the Interloping Seamen, and otherwise destroying their voyages by all means 
within yonr power.” 


ANTHONY, SAMUEL. Arrived as Writer in 1675. Mentioned as 
serving at Balasore, Aug. 1676. 2nd of Council at Malda in 1682-8. 
Died there 23rd Ap)ril 1683 (Diary ^ p. 83). 


BARKER, RICHARD. Nominated as Factor, 12th Nov. 1680. 
Being attached to warehouse at Gassimbazar Factory, was accused of 
dishonest exactions ; made by the Court 2nd of Council at the aforesaid 
factory ; but suspicions of his conduct continued to be entertained by 
Hedges. 


BEARD, JOHN. Keeper of the Company’s Surat warehouse in 
London. Nominated to be Factor, 2nd in Council at Hdgli, and 3rd in 
Council of the Bay, 26th Sept. 1681 ; also to succeed to the Agency of the 
Bay in case of the death of Mr. Hedges on the voyage out, or within six 
months after it, but not otherwise (5th Oct. 1681). W^as a passenger with 
Hedges to India on the Defence. He was accused by Hedges of keeping 
up intimacy with the interlopers, and did not act cordially with Hedges. 
The latter’s detention of a letter, which Beard wrote to Sir Josia Child in 
Jan. 1683, in which Hedges was ill spoken of, was the main cause of the 
latter’s dismissal. Beard succeeded Hedges as Agent in the Bay, after 
the termination of President Gyffard’s visit to Bengal, but in subordi- 
nation to Madras. In the Hugli Council’s letter to Balasore of 6th 
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Aiig. 1685, it is said : “Ey reas-'tn of the Agent's weak eonditiuii he 
does not signe, which adds greatly to onr afilictiond^ This refers to the 
troubles with the Nabob’s government, which were then daily increas- 
ing, and amid which Mr. Beard died at Ilugli, 28th Aug. 1685. Ills 
illness was alleged to be due to these troubles, as his death is one of the 
injuries for which damages are claimed in the demand presented to the 
Nabob in December 1686 (p. hx, supra). 

The Court, on receiving the news of Ids death, wnT>(:e : 

‘‘ We are extremely sorry for the death of Agent Beaed, a man entirely faith- 
full to onr Interest.” (To Port St. George, 0th June, 1686.) 

The following passages from a letter sent by Beard and his collt?aguiNs 
to Balasore, dated I9th Deer. 1684, when Hedges had been dismissed 
but was still in the country, are meanly cahnnnious of Hedges, and raise 
a strong presumption against the character of Beard IdinHelf. After 
referring to the judgment of lls. 48,000 against the Kasimhiix/tr 
Factory, which the Nabob had given in favour of the Plrars {supra^ 
p. liii, and Dlanj^ pp. 151, 171), iis “encouraged thereunto by the late 
Agent”, it is added“ 

“ All the Hon’'’* Company’s Atfaires are soe miserably intreagned by the il 
management of Agent Hedges, for most Corrupt and abominable ends and 
designes, that we dont yett see any possibility to retreivo them. God grannt liettc 
times.” 

BEARD, JOHN, junior. Son of the preceding. Nominated Writer 
5th October 1681, and apparently accompanied his father to India on 
board the Defence^ with Mr. Hedges. On his father’s death the Court 
recommend the Hugli Council to appoint him to one of the Councils in 
Bengal. He appears as one of the Bengal Council at the time of their 
expulsion and sojourn at Madras, in 1689-90 ; and after their return to 
Bengal signs as one of the Council at Ghatariati (c.//., Oct. 169B). On 
the first return home of Mr. Eyre in 1699, Mr, Beard succeeded to the 
Agency in Beiigfjl, and at this time he had to deal with the trouble 
caused by Sir Edward Littleton's arrival and high pretensions as 
President for the New Company, in which Mr. Beard acted with much 
spirit and propriety. Under Evre, it is stated how Mr. Eyre, having 
been knighted, was recommissioned by the Court with the advanced 
dignity of President. The Court, after announcing this, wrote : 

And we must assure IVLr. Beard that we have had great Consideration in 
making this Constitution that it may not in. any way lessen the good opidion we 
have of him or tend in the least to hia discouragement. And we say further, 
That no other Occasion than S' Charles Eyres desiring to return to the Bay 
of Bengali in our Service could, or hereafter Shall prevail with us to send any 
Person above our good and faithfull Servant Mr. Beard and that 


^ O.C. 5287. 
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Sr Chakles Eyres return to Bengali again may not px'ove to Mr. Beard’s 
prejudice We have resolved to continue his present salary of two hundred 
pounds, and one hundred pounds Gratuity per annum 

I have noticed under Eyre what I have been able to trace as to the 
actual resumption of the reins at Calcutta by that gentleman. Mr. 
Beard succeeded very speedily, apparently in January 1700-1, to the 
Old Company’s Presidency ; and he seems to have behaved with spirit 
and intelligence in the transaction of business involved in the union of 
the Companies, when there were two Presidents in the field. 

Mr. Beard’s consent to remain under the somewhat depressing cir- 
cumstance of his supercession by Sir Charles Eyre, obtained the com- 
mendation of the Court, in a letter to Bengal, dated 29th hTov. 1700 : 

** We can’t begin this head better than to take notice of Mr. Beard’s resolu- 
tions of continuing some time longer in Benoall before he designea for Enoland, 
which we kindly resent.” 

But when Eyre so lightly threw up the trust which had been con- 
ferred on him, Mr. Beard’s sense of his own slighted merit found vent 
in a letter to the Court (which has not been preserved), on which they 
animadvert with some sharpness : 

{Letter to Bengal, ofbth March 1701-2): 

** We begin this head with taking notice of what you write touching S'" Charles 
Eyre, his coming out to the Bay, his unwillingness to appear against the 
Consul, and his continued hankering to return Ifor England, which caused him 
so suddenly to leave you and come home, and the Reflexions Mr. Beard makes 
thereupon, and of his Succession to the Presidency, to which we shall say but 
little, some part not needing, and the rest not deserving an Answer. True it is 
We have been always desireous to Encourage Our Servants to increase in virtue, 
and therefore have commended it to them, of which our Now President has been 
no small Instance even in his Juvenile Years, hut he seems in these Letters to 
want a little ballast of Sober thought and deliberation, or at least wanted time to 
have read them over twice.” 

In February 1702 the Mahommedan Government seized the effects 
of the Company at Rajmahl and Patna, as well as the persons of the 
Company’s servants, on plea of damage done by the European pirates, 
who had been freq^uenting the Indian seas ; and in the following month 
the Faujd4r of Hfiglf issued an order to seize the Company’s effects at 
Calcutta. President Beard took measures for defensive action, and 
deterred the Faujddr from further proceedings. In 1702-3 both Presi- 
dents were ordered to devote themselves to making up the separate 
accounts of the two Companies at Calcutta, whilst the Council was to 


^ Court to Bengal, 20th Dec. 1690. See under Eyre, a preceding ixassage, 
from the same letter. 
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Tbe presided over by JMi% Halsey of the Old Company, and IMr. Hedges 
of the Hew, in alternate weeks. Of this, Governor Pitt writes^: 

“In Bengall all things are pretty quiet, only jangling in the rotation 
Government ; all talkers and no hearers.” 

And two months later, to the Secretary at the East India House : 

“Por the rotation Government in Bengall 'tis become the ridicule of all 
India, both Europeans and native.” (To John Styleman, Bee. 7, 1701.) 

hlr. Beard^s arrival at Aladras is mentioned by Governor Pitt in a 
letter to Thos. Goal son, Esq., dated February 2nd, 1704-5 : 

“President Beabd came hither on the Chambers ffrigat for a recovery of 
his health, vpho has been telling me of the unkindneas of the Company in 
refusing their hills of Exchange, which was drawn by their order and approba- 
tion, and he believing that I have some interest with you, who have an Influence 
upon the Company, has requested my writeing in his behalfe, which I most 
earnestly doe ” 

Later in the year Pitt writes, in a letter to Sir George IHattliews, 
dated Fort St. George, September 8th, 1705 : 

“ P.S. Mr. Beabdb came hither with his ffamily on the Olimihers ffrigg“ and 
died the 7th of July last.” 

The following extract speaks of the menaces of the Hative Govern- 
ment in 1702 : 

(From Letter of President John Beard and Council to the London 
Compamj^ of Ibth Aur/ust 1702^) ; 

“ We received a letter from Mr. George Eedshaw &ca. at Pattana, 
dated the 27th day of February, adviseing their being seized upon, and all the 
Companys Effects, by the Government there, by virtue of an Pushool Koolcum 
from the King, to make Sattisfaction for the Piracy commited at Sea by the 
Hatmen, which was a great disappointment to the business of the place, for a 
little time before Mr. Eedshaw had received a Seerpaie^ and horse from the 
Nabob, and taken out Phirwannas for trade, more substantial! then ever wee 
had received before, Having notice of this Mr. Bugden &ca. at Eajahmaitle 
prudently paid what money they received out of the Mint into a Shroffs hand, 
and gott a hill of Exchange payable to us here, so that there was but Eighteen 
hundred Eupees left in the mint, hut not makeing an early escape themselves 
were carried into the OacJierra or publick Goal, and suffer’d abundance of hard- 
ship fifty-one days untill we procured the Prince and Buan’s order to let them 
return unto the Factory where they now remain prisoners at Large. The new 
Companys people had sixty two thousand Siccas siez’d upon.” 

(Then after detailing similar proceedings at KAsimbAzAr) : 

“ We found the design was to get money from us, hut we resolved to part with 

1 Brit. Mus. Add. MSS. 22,848, No. 70. 

2 O.C. 7996. 

^ >Sar-o-pd, “ Cap-a-piod”; a dress of honour. 
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nothing, choosing rather to spend your Honours money in ponder and Shott, then 
to he always giving to evry little Rascall who thought he could do us injury.*’ 

(Then after telling how the Dutch had paid exactions without 
getting any bent lit) : 

We wrote him (their ‘Vaegueel at Dhacca’) word we would not be at a Oowreys 
Charge, but put our selves in a good posture of defence, mounted severall Gunns 
round the Garrison, Entertained Eight or ten Europe men more in the Gunners 
Crew, made up the Company of Souldiers, one hundred and twenty men, and 
resolved to make a Stout resistance. The Government hearing of our prepara- 
tions made no attempt upon the place . . . 

The following ejDitaph on a son of this Mr. Beard is one of those in 
the churchyard of St. Joho’s, in Calcutta : 

“ Here Lyeth the Body of Chables Beard, Esq., who departed this Life the 
30th December Anno 1747, aged 49 years. He was the Son of John Beard, 
Esq., Formerly President of this Place.” 


BRADDYLL, ROGER. Appointed, as a factor, 8th Sept. 1682. 
Mentioned as attached to Pluglf at pp. 163, 1 70, of Dianj. Chief at Patna 
1686, and in considerable j eopardy there, with his colleagues, on the 
news of the outbreak at Hugli (aupra^ p. Ixiv), 

There is in the records^ a pitiful letter to Charnock and Council, dated 
“ Battalia, 25th June 1690”, from one Charles King, imprisoned by the 
Mahoinmedaii authorities at Patna, We learn from Sir John Golds- 
borough’s report, already quoted (pp. xci-iii, supra) ^ that 

“The Nabob Cof Patfcana) still (October 1693) holds Charles King in prison 
. . . . and insists upon 1,500 ruyis. for his freedom. This King was a Serjeant 
run from his Colours in the wars here ,* and went to Pattana, whore the Nabob 
held Mr. Braddyll. Uppon King’s being there, Braddtll got him to 
personate Chief in his rooms to the Nabob, and soe gott away himselfe. Uppon 
this the Nabob imprisoned King, and demands Money .... and when Agent 
Charnock came hither from Madras they allowed 20, and since 25 rups. per 
month, to maintain him and keep him from turning Moor.”^ 

We have, in a partial record of the Chatanati correspondence, a 
further letter from Charles King tc Job Charnock and his Council, 
dated “ Pattana, 18. 8ber. 1690”, of which this is an extract : 


^ RR. c. vol. 2. 

2 O.C. 5900. On this the Court speak their minds, in a letter to Bengal of 
6th March 1694-5 ; It was an insolent ifoolery in your Predecessors to pay 
so much as you did, or any money at all, for Charles King at Pattana, a 
fellow that the Commissary writes us was Serjeant, and run away from you. 
And we must desire you for the future to forbear being bountifull out of our 
Purse ; ffor we do not intrust you with our Chanty, Neither is it Charity to 
give away that which is none of your own, Or for which you have no \\ arranty 
from the right Owners.” 



cviii BioaiupiiiCAL and othku illustrations: 

. . . If I Lave not money to give the Gutt wall and the Keepers of the 
Prison and the Guards that guard mee, they abuse inee most grossly. If you 
doe not take some care to relieve mo with Speed I shall be forc’t to turne 
Moore, for I am not able to endure the Hardship much longer .... The 
Dutch have been very kind to me in the time of my Sickness. Mr. Golo Able 
the Bd.i (P) of the Dutch factory lent me 200 Ms, before I was taken Prisoner ; 
he sent 3 or 4 times for the moneys since he heard of your Worshipps arrivall.” 

>)t sH * 5ft * >l« >)< 

“ Por the lord Jesus Christs Sake let me not perish in this hellish prison.’* 

5»t ^ He :1s H« 5l« ^ 

We are glad to know that this poor fellow, though long left, was not 
finally left by his Christian countrymen to perish. A letter from 
Charles Eyre and his Council, dated “Chuttanutte 15 Jany. 
1694-5, says: 

“ Since the death of Buzurgh Omed Gan, Hahoh of Pattana Wee have 
received advices of Mr. Kings releasement from a long and tedious imprison- 
ment, which was purchased hy the Charity of Several good minded persons who 
made a Gathering for him to the amount of Bups. 800, which was given the duan 
of Pattana.” 

Braddyll was at Dacca with Mr, Eyre during the whole of the 
Gharnock troubles and exodus, and they continued there on the resump- 
tion of peaceful relations in 1690, when they wrote advising of the 
new l^abob’s great courtesy to them, and passionate desire for our return 
and settlement.”^ 

Braddyll we find afterwards to have been attached to Fort St, George, 
and to have had a seat in Council there, but he came under the censure of 
the Court, as appears from the following passage in a letter to the Fort 
of h^ov, 21, 1699. Whether he was then actually dismissed I have not 
ascertained : 

When we sent out the Commission hy our New President’* (T. Pitt) “ we put 
in all the Names of our then Councill, not knowing of any particular objection 
against them further then mentioned in onr Instructions, however left it to his 
Discretion to suspend any persons he found deserving it j but we find so much in 
the Consultations relating to Mr. Braddyll that Strikes at the ffoundation of 
our Authority, as deserves a Severe Beflexion, and therefore leave it to you to 
act thereon as you shall see expedient, by a temporary or totall Suspension, or 
otherwise, to deter others from the like evill practise.** 

About the same date Governor Pitt wrote, in a letter to W. Fraser, 
Deputy- Governor of Fort St. David (dated Fort St. George, Nov. 
28th, 1699) 

“ . . . . You know *twas hy your Advice that I tooke Mr. Braddyll into 


^ Perhaps for JRaadj “ Councillor”. 

2 O.C. 5959. 

^ Jjetterfrom Fort St. George to Court, Feb. 1, 1689-90 (0,C. 5698), 
4 Brit. Mus. Add. MSS. 22,842. 
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Conncill, who pi*oves the most trouhlesomest man beyond expression^ .... and 
puzlea the Merchants in such a Manner with his Conundrums that he has made 
them halfe mftd . . . 

Braddyll must have gone home before 1704. In Feb. 1704-5 Governor 
Pitt writes to Robert Raworth, in a letter quoted under Catch- 

POOLE : 

“I hear your settling there*' (at Palo-Condore) ‘'was GtOFp’s project, who 
I hear is my enemy, but for what Reason I hnow not, unless it he by the 
instigation of one Braddyll that went home. . . 

And, earlier, to Elihu Yale, (Feby. 1703-4) : 

" This years Letters brings us the Hews which is spread up and down Town’* 
(i.e., Madras) "that Mr. Braddyll was offer’d what employ he pleas’d in the 
United Service, but refused it, having a promise to come out their Commissary 
Generali the next Shipping . . . 

And in another letter to Yale, Oct. 6th, 1705 : 

" R. B. works like a mole underground as he us’d to doe, and you are not un- 
acquainted with his good qualifications.” 

Finally, in Court Booh of 8th March 1716-17 we read : 

" John Hopkins, Esq. made a communication regarding clandestine trade 
carried on by Mr. Eog-er Braddyll . , . that in particular, on or about Dec. 
1711, Mr. Roger Braddyll directed Mr. Hales to provide for him 40 
bars of Silver of about 2000L value in the whole, and 8 hags of English 
Crowns and half Crowns, and to pack the same in 3 chests .... That 2 of the 
said Cheats were sent by a Dover Wagon, and the third by the Canterbury 
coach .... That they were afterwards put in sacks of Corn and so shipt off 
from Deal . . . 


BRAY, LEONARD. Nominated AYriter 5tli October 1681 ; 
attached to Balasore Factory {Diary ^ p. 93), and afterwards in the 
Council there. Report of his death acknowledged by Hugli Council, 
25th August 1685 (O.C. No. 6405). 


BRIDGER, JOHN. Came out in 1668 as member of Council at the 
Fort; in 1676, 5th of Council there; in 1679,3rd; May 1680, 2nd. 
Dismissed for trafficking with interlopers in 1681 (see following ex- 
tracts). Still at Madras in 1685 (see Diary ^ p. 183). . 

From Courfs Letter to Fort, 18th Nov. 1681 : 

" 2. AVe have seldome observed such peremptorines in servants, hut at length 
we find it accompanied with infidelity, as lately in Mr. John Bridger, whom 
we have discovered to hold correspondence with the late Interloper Alley, and 
also to send over great quantities of Diamonds, Pearles &c. in the Ship Sampson ^ 
unregistered, contrary not only to his trust, but to the oath he tooke of a 


^ 2 \.nd f/ranitHur, tli<‘ Gi)V{*rnov might Iinvo added 1 
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iffreeman, before his going to India” (books and papers to be seized, and himself to 
be sent home, etc.). 

# # # # # # # 

“ The nnworfeby Slight offered to his Majesties and Coimcels Order touching 
the Interloper Alley by the last Agent and Conncell, and all others that 
neglected their duty therein, is so unpardonable an offence that as we have 
dismissed Mr. Brtdger and Mr. ViisrcKNT on that accompt, and many other.s, 
soe we are resolved no man shall abide in our Service that was directly or in- 
directly guilty of any connivance therein, To which purpose we desire you by 
Secret informations upon the Oaths of credible persons, and by all other means, 
to gaine what evidence you can touching that affair (without formall miraick 
pedantique trialls),” etc. 


BY AM, JOHN. Nominated Writer 13tli Oct. 1670. Chief of Factory 
at Balasore on the arrival of Mr, Hedges. Ordered by the Court to 
be dismissed, ISth Nov. 1G81. But he was readmitted by the Council 
of the Bay, as appears by the Court’s letter quoted below ; and Mr. 
Byam remained Chief of Balasore till his death, which occurred early 
in July 1GS3 (see T>i(irif^ p. 97, and O.O., No. 4952). 

“ By Our former Order for sending homo Mr. Peacock &c., Assistants to Mr. 
Vincent and the Interlopers, Wee do not mean Mr. Byam, readmitted by you 
to the Chiefship of Ballasoob, but do confirm what you have done therein, 
and all things of that kind that you did before the coining away of the Society.** 
{To Bengali^ 5 Sept. 1683.) 

About September 1G82, Mr, Bromley, 3rd of Council' at Balasore, 
brings charges against Mr. Byam that he never allows his Council to 
take any part in business; he writes out the ^'•Consultations”, and 
makes the bargains with the native merchants, and then calls in his 
Council to sign under pressure (O.C. 4842). 


CATCHPOOLE, ALLEN. Arrived as Writer in 1673 ; Factor, 
1678. Was with Charuock at Patna Factory in 1677 ; attached to 
Kasirnbazar Factory in 1682-83. Charnock appears to have requested 
Hedges to turn him out, and the refusal of the latter is assigned as 
one of the reasons of Charnock ’s hostility to the Agent (p. 102). He 
was removed by Hedges to Hugh, hut his position there does not 
appear. 

The Court, as usual strongly on Charnock’s side, say (Nov. 16, 
1682): 

We can have no good thoughts of Mr. Threader and Mr Oatohpole at 
Cassttmbazar, in regard of their obstinate carriage to Mr. Charnock at his 
first coming to Cassum bazar ; for if they had been right men tbemselves they 
would not hut have known that Mr. Charnock was an honest just man.” 

Again, in letter to Bengal of 21st December 1683, after finding fault 
with some proceedings of Catchpoole’s, they say : 
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“Wee finde likewise, by hia scandall of Mr. Charnoce:, wbom we will yet 
believe to be a good man, till better Evidence tlian any Wee have yet had, shall 
appeare to the contrary, that Mr, Catchpole is a very ill man, and therefore 
Wee doe hereby totally dismiss him Our service.’’ 

Some of Mr. Catchpoole’s “ scandall of Mr, Charnock” occurs at p. 87 
of the Diary. 

I presume he was dismissed accordingly ; and the next time my 
extracts mention him it is in the character of an Interloper in the Bay, 
coupled with Capt. Thomas Pitt. 

In 1693, Mr. Eyres writes as follows to Sir John Goldsboro ugh, on 
visitation at Chuttanutby, dated “ Dhaoca, 21 Oct. 1693” : 

“I observe what your Excy. writes as to Tho. Pitt andAnnEYir Cbtch 
Poles being arrived in Bengali. . . I shall use my best Endeavour to frustrate 
their designs, and to get them turn’d out of the Coimtrey. . . If your Excy. 
thinks convenient I will acquaint the Nabob and Duan that these Strangers 
that Steale out of their owne Countrey in this nature are Generally those people 
that rob and plunder on the Seas, and onder pretence of being Merchants and 
comeing to trade, doe abundance of Mischeif to the King and his Subjects, 
and that ’tis more then probable this Ship may he one of those. This will soe 
surprise the Nabob and Duan that tis thought they will order their persons 
and effects to he seiz’d. Your may rest assured of my best endeavours in 
this affair. 

Another appearance of Catclipoole as an Interloper is noticed in the 
following “ Copy of a Clause taken out of Mr. Beard’s Letter to the 
General^ No. 72, Reed. 2^tli July, 98, Pr. Charles the Second”^: 

“ The Rebecca, an Interlopeing Ship, is arrived from Batavia, which Ship 
Went to the West Coast for Bound Pepper and is under the Direction of Mr. 
Catchpole (and) Mr. Petty, Mr, Catchpole is returned from Zubbbr- 
DiJST Cawnb, haveing presented him to the amount of 5000 Rups. and have 
gained onely a Perwauna that the Old and New English Should agree. Mr. 
Catchpole is now on his way to {hlanlc in M8.) designing to address himselfe to 
the Nabob. Tbe Government is very Averitious and will receive money of both 
partys, and doe the Interlopers Business at last as hitherto Wee find they have 
done. Wherefore I proposed to the Agent to offer the Nabob 20 000 Raps, to 
turne them out of the Countrey or to detaine them within HuaHLET Biver, 
which bate and Debate I hope will hinder the Interlopers proceeding for Engi- 
LAND the Monsoon, and I hope Mr, Olyves not Sayling till the 12th of March 
will give the B^ Hono'*'® Company an oppertunity to dispose of both the Russell 
and ffleet friggatts Cargoes before the Interlopers Can arrive England.” 

Like sundry other dismissed servants of the Company, after some 
interloping adventure, Catchpoole found service under the New or 
English Company, and in 1699 was commissioned as President of their 
factories in China. On the enforced withdrawal from Chusan in 1701-2, 
Catchpoole and his colleagues retired to Batavia. He had applied for the 
sanction of the Court to a scheme for the establishment of a factory on 


1 O.C. 5SS1, No. 87. 


‘•i O.C. G.53S. 
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Pulo Coiidore, off tlie Cocliin-CIiina coa^t, the Sondur and Condt^r 
group of Alarco Polo. Quitting Batavia lOtli June 1702, he visited the 
island in question, leaving there several ofRcers and others, with Macas- 
sar soldiers and slaves, to make a settlement^ ; and after another and 
fruitless visit to Chusan he did settle on the island. It was his idea tliat 
it would become a station for China trade (a sort of Hongkong in con- 
ception), from which ships might be despatched to the different ports 
of China, since it seemed then hopeless to form any establisliment on 
actual Chinese soil. In March 1706 the Court gave up the Chinese trade 
as impracticable, and ordered Pulo Condore also to be abandoned. But 
a year earlier (March 2nd, 1705) Catchpoole and nearly all the English 
oti the island had been massacred by their Macassar garrison ^ 

The shrewd Governor Pitt had highly approved of the Pulo Condore 
settlement. In a letter to Robert Ra worth of the India House, February 
Rrd, 1704-5j he says : 

I am sorry to hear that yon have ordered the raising of Pollicondore, 
which I take to he the best designe, if well manag’d, that the Emglish hane 
undertaken in these parts for many years, for certainly ’tis incomparably well 
scituated for the Emporynm of trade in those parts, and I am sure in a little time 
I could have brought the JVIanilha trade in good part thither, for here was an 
Armenian that would have agreed with me for a thousand bales of goods to be 
delivered there, where he would have paid mo for ’em in peices of eight, the 
properest commoditie for China.” 


CHILD, Sir JOSIA. The facts of his life are to be found in tlio 
biographical dictionaries, and as to them we need here only say that lie 
was born in 1630, was made a baronet in 1078, and died in But, 

I would observe that his influence in the direction of the East India 
Company’s affairs was for many years apparently greater than that of 
any other individual. He was first chosen one of the 24 “Committees” 


1 O.C. 7999. 

^ Bruce, iii, 606-7 ; and A. Hamilton^ ii, ch xlviii. 

3 The Court write to “the Generali” {i.e., Sir John Gayer), under date 28 th 
July 1699: “Our Good Generali .... Although you may have by S*^ Josia 
Child’s death, who departed this Life in Jime last, lost a very good ffriend, 
yet be assured our Esteem for you is no wayes lessened thereby, having in tire 
Confidence in your good Management, it being as much for our Interest, to 
have honest able Men in our Service, as it can bo for you to serve us . . . 

The last document I have found signed by Sir Josia as a Member of Court,, 
is dated 5th June 1699. Sir Josia’s second son Sir Richard Child, was in 1718 
raised to the Iri^h peerage as Viscount Castlemaine (a tarnished title to select !), 
atid in 17 31 was made (in the same peerage) Earl Tylney. This title became 
e.xtinct with his son’s death in 1784. Catherine Tylney Long, a descendant of 
the first Earl Tyhiey’s daughter, Lady Long, married, and carried the fortune 
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in April 1674, and lie continued to be so aniinally till bis death, 
except in the year 1676, owing to the circumstances detailed in ex- 
tracts given below.^ He was chosen Governor of the Company in 
1681, 1682, and 1686, and Deputy- Governor in 1684, 1685. From the 
time when the Court books record the members of the separate Com- 
mittees (in the modern sense), — ^the f oundation of the system of business 
as still conducted in the India Office, — the name of Sir JTosia Child 
appears on the “ Committee for Letters”. And there can be little doubt 
that he was for many years predominant in the dictation of the more 
important part of the Company’s correspondence with the settlements in 


of the Childs to, 'Williain-Pole'Tylney-Long-WellesIey, afterwards 4th Earl of 
Mornington : 

(“Bless every man possess’d of aught to give ; 

Long may Long Tylney Wellesley Long Pole live !” 

Hejected Addresses). 

There was, I believe, no connection of the venerable “ Child’s Bank” in Fleet 
Street with Sir Josia or his family , 


1 “ A Q-eneral Court of the Adventurers holden the ISfJi A^ril 1676, 
Present Sr. NATHAiriEL Heenb, Governor, 

* # # # # 

With others of the OommUtees and very man$f 
of the Generality. 

‘*The Governor acquainted the Generality, That the end of summoning this 
Court was to have declared the choice of the Governor and Deputy : But some- 
thing had fallen out that prevented the same, to wit, that yesterday morning 
after the Court was set for taking in votes according to the printed papers, and 
some votes delivered in, the Governor received a letter from Sr J oseph William- 
son, his Majesty’s principal Secy, of State, which was now read, and follows, 
in hec verba : 

“ ‘ Whitehall 17th April 1676. 

‘‘ ‘ S% His Majesty being informed that endeavours are using to have Mr. Child 
and Mr. Papillon chosen Governor and Sub-Governor of the Company for the 
year ensuing, his Majesty hath commanded me to let you know They are persona 
that have behaved them selves very ill towards his Majesty, and that therefore 
his Majesty should take it very ill of the Company if They should chuse them ; 
which I am commanded to signify unto you to he forthwith communicated to the 
Company as hy his Majeatys orders. I am with much esteem and truth 
S'- Your most humble and faithful Servant 

“ * For S' Hath : Herne, Gov', ** ‘ J. Williamson. 

of the East India Company.’ 

That upon receipt of this letter the Governor called a Court of Committees, 
and upon debate thereof had. It was Resolved, that the Court of Elections should 
proceed to take in the Adventurers votes, hut before they were given in, every 
person that brought in any votes should reade tbe said letter or hear it read ; and 
accordingly the same was communicated to all that came, and the Court sate till 
7 at night to receive the votes, and then sealed them up, and intended this 

i 
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India, and that we may ascribe largely to him thex^ungent stylo, the severe 
rebitke^ the strong antix^athies exx^rcssecl for some, and strong predilection 
for others, of the Company’s servants, which that correspondence con- 
tains, and not less the occasional iitterances of long experience in busi- 


morning to have made the scrutiny j hut that the last night about Ten a clock the 
Goyernor receired another letter from Mr. Secy. Williamson, which was now 
read, and follows in liec verha : 

“ 'Whitehall Monday evening past 9. 

"'S’', His Majesty commands me to let you know, he would speak with you to- 
morrow morning before 8 a clock, I am ever 

. " ' Sr. your most humble and faithful servant, 

" ' Eor Sr Nath: Hebne, Knt.” " ‘ J. Williamson.’ 

"And the Governor acquainted the Generality, that in obedience thereunto he 
attended his Majesty according, and received his Majesty’s commands, That he 
with the Dep*y Governor and all the Committees should attend him this day at 
one a clock, which being made known to the Court of Committees, it was agreed 
that all the Committees should meet either at this house about 12, or in the long 
Gallery at Whitehall half an hour after, in order to their attending his Majesty. 
That waiting on his Majesty he was pleased to express himself much according 
to the purport of what had been signified in Mr. Secretaries letter ; and recom- 
mended it to the Company that they would not chuse Mr. Chile or Mr. Paeil- 
LON, either as Governor, Deputie, or Committees. That his Majesty had 
received kindness from this Company, and as he alwaies had been, so he would 
continue his kindness and favour to the Company ; and so expected they would 
not disoblige him to chuse those that had dealt ill with him ; Which being wbat had 
passed in this affair the Court of Committees desire the Generality will declare 
what they think fit to direct touching the Scrutiny .... And the question being 
put by the ballat, Whether the opinion of Councel should be taken in this case, it 
passed in the negative. And the Court was adjourned till Friday morning 
next, to consider whether a scrutiny shalbe taken, or that they will go to a new 
election.” 

On the next meeting of the General Court of Adventurers, 21st April, 
another letter of that date was read from Sir Joseph Williamson, which, after 
some recapitulation about the first letter, goes on: 

" And his Majesty having since understood that that letter came too late, the 
votes having been already delivered in, And that nevertheless the Company have 
endeavoured as much as in them lay to pay all submission and obedience to his 
Majesty’s intimation in that matter ; but that they find themselves in great diffi- 
culties by reason of that incident, His Majesty in the tender care he is pleased to 
have for the privileges of the Company, which his meaning was not in the least 
to infringe (as he was pleased himself to declare to you and the Committees upon 
this occasion) and which he will from time to time preserve and protect, is 
graciously pleased, and accordingly his Majesty commands mo in his name, to 
signify to you that you doe proceed in the election and scrutiny now depending, 
in your usual form, according to the charter, which his Majesty’s pleasure is you 
should forthwith communicate as by his order to the General Court.” 

After it had been unanimously resolved that a Committee should be 
appointed to wait on his Majesty, etc., the scrutiny was taken, and the elec- 



HI. — sm JOSIA CHILD. 


CXV 


ness, of large views, and fiashea of ambitious prevision, which are to 
be traced in it during this period. Some samples of these qualities 
have already been afforded, but I propose here, under the name of Sir 
J osia, to exhibit others. 

It may be observed that whilst Sir Josia Child thus in great degree 
dominated the Company at home, his brother, Sir John Child, -was Pre- 
sident of Surat, and for several years “ General” of the Company’s 
affairs in India. And though by no means beloved in India, Sir John 
was always sure of support and commendation in London. 

A letter in the I. O. Records, from John Petit to ^^Mr. Smith”, dated 
Surat, 15th March 168 J, thus speaks of the two brothers 

As to the Interlopers, I have as true news aa they. I know Child at home 
scatters the Gninnys there, as the other Child does the rnpees here, and both to 
one purpose at last. I know some Commanders bound out had private intimation 
not to leave the Kingdome, but that was all, but what will this amount to ? 
The Croiun^ arrived at London and sould her goods to great advantage, and noe 
man durst lay a finger on them, and till they can finde a trick to confiscate all 
Interlopers goods, they will finde all their other endeavours vanish into wind.”® 

I shall now proceed to give some extracts of the Court’s letters, 
which I suppose to be dictated, or largely influenced, by Sir Josia Child. 

That (letter) of the 26th of January (1677) subscribed by the quondam 
Agent^ and Councell, although it be voluminous in words, and haughty, 
vaine, and unmanerly expressions, such as it becomes not any of you to 
Subscribe nor us to receive, yet is so empty of Substantial! matter, relating to 
our business, that wee finde very few particulars in it that need or deserve our 
answer, other than such as are inoffensively and more pertinently mentioned in 
the letter and address of the present Agent, where, as we meet with them, you 
shall have a full answer thereunto. 

“ But before wee get off this, wee must note to you that it is very Strange and 
monstrous that severally in your particular Letters to us aa private persons you 


tion fell upon Sir William Thomson as Governor and Sir James Edwaeds as 
Deputy Govenior. On the 24th, at the Court of Committees, the gentlemen 
who had that day waited on his Majesty, represented by Lord Berkeley, made 
their statement of “what had passed, the essence of which is that his Miijesty 
was well pleased with the choice made. On the 27th the Adventurers met 
again to choose the 24 Committees. Among these Mr. Josia Child and Mr. 
Papillon are not to be seen. But both were chosen among the 24 in the fol- 
lowing year (27th April 1677). And thenceforw’'ard Child always till his 
death. I have not been able to trace the offence given by Child to tlie King, 
or how it was effaced, so that two years later he was made a baronet, 

^ Mr. Petit had been 2nd of Council at Surat, but had been dismissed, 
and had a disastrous history, which is to be found, but perha 2 :)s not altogether 
to he trusted, in Alex. Hamilton’s New Account of the East Indies^ ch. xvii. 

2 The Croivn was Dorril and Pitt’s ship (see Diary ^ pp. 20, 31), 

® O.C., Ho. 6111. Sir W. Langhorne. 

i 2 
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Should write with go much deference and Obsequiousness as wee neither desire 
nor expect, and yet to the Court in Generali should address yourself in such an 
affronting and unmerchantable Stile, as becomes not any man of breeding to 
write to his equall. Wee shall conclude this paragraph with telling you that no 
man living in our Service, whatever he be, shall write to ns such kinde of language 
again with Impunity/’ (To Fort St George, 3rd Jan. 167^.) 

The following passage, explaining the Court’s refusal to send certain 
additional books for the library of the TIAgli factory, wMch the Chaplain 
had requested, refers to books previously sent : 

'‘These wee have well studied, and what may be delivered from them to onr 
People there will be divinity enough for them. Sincerity and practice is the true 
life of a Christian ; and if he preach and they practise, what they both know or 
may knowe by the helps wee have sent them, wee should have no cause to blame 
or lament the abominable evill conversation wee bear some of them are guiltie 
of.” (To the Bay, 3rd Dec. 1679.) 

'•Long experience with variety of Persons and humours hath convinced ns of 
these following Truths : 

“Ist. That long, tedious, and cross examinations in India, with bundells of 
attestations, accusations, defences, apologies, certificates, and such other like 
Trumpery (of which We have had Loads in our Time) do signify just nothing, 
but chime as many changes as the best Eingers in London can do with seaven 
Bells, and that the worst of men will contrive their business so as to fnmish 
themselves with the Largest Fardle of such sophisticated Ware." 

" 2dly. That without such a Bnstle, a wise Agent and Councill may easily, 
after a few admonitions, descern which Factory doth well, and which not, and 
may shrewdly guess whether it bo depraved by the malignant influence of the 
Chief, or whether the Chief he good and those under him idle or obstinate, which 
seldom happens. 

“3dly. That great abuses, unfaithfulnes, or neglect can hardly hold long in 
any Factory where the Chief is tollerable, nor be ever possibly cured till at Least 
the Chief be changed. 

“ 4thly. That in a Factory totally corrupt and depraved, as Metchlapatam: 
was many Years, the change of the Chief may make a partial, but can never 
make a thorough Cure, without displacing the Chief and every person of the 
Councill. 

* ' Sthiy. That a Person once habituated to and contaminated with Infidelity, 
sloth, or Luxury, will never mend to that degree as is fit for us to trust him again. 

“ These Eesults of Experience We note to you, as marks to Stear by in the 
conduct of those gi’eat affairs we have committed so intirely to your Care and 
management j and great they are indeed. For that Courage and Spirit which the 
Interlopers have I’aised in us have put us to vye not only with them, but with all 
others that are Competitors with Us for the Trade of the East Indies; And 
without vanity we may say that we agonize, strive, and Labour, not so much for 
ourselves as our Country and Posterity, well knowing (whatever weak or mali- 
cious men think or say) that the value of the Land of England, our Common 
Mother, depends as much upon the carrying on the Trade of India, and that on 
this very Company and this Joint stock now established, as upon any external 
accident or cause whatsomeyer ; which God Almighty hath enabled us to make 
plaine and evident to his Majesty and his most hon’’*® Privy Council ,* and Wee 
doubt not but the same good Providence that bath so wonderfully blest this 
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Kingdom and tliis Company, and whicli nsnally attends all good actions and 
intentions, will enable ns to make out tMs trutb as clear to the Parliament, both 
Lords and Commons, whenever this affair shall fall under a National Considera- 
tion. 

Our Aims are sincere and good, and publique, and we endeavor to proceed 
with exact truth and justice as well as Courage. And where the end is good and 
the means good, it pleases God for the most part to give a blessing ; and therefore 
while we Keep to Our Integrity and publique spiritedness, as God Almighty hath 
blessed us already, so we have full confidence that he will yet bless us, and 
prosper our affairs to the astonishment of all such as ignorantly or maliciously 
wish us ill.” iTo ITort St. Qeorge^ 20th Sept. 1682.) 

‘‘We have information, which We have too much reason to believe, that there 
are many persons in our service which are loose, ignorant, idle, and debaucht, 
none of which qualities we will indure in any, and therefore have sent Ton the 
greater supplies, that rooting out such weeds you (may) set better Plants in their 
Roome.” (To Bay of Bengal^ 20th Sept. 1682.) 

“ It is our Ambition for the honor of Our King and Country and the good of 
Posterity, as well as of this Company, to make the English: Nation as formidable 
as the Dutch or any other Etjroph Nation, are or ever were in India ; but that 
cannot be done, only by the form and with the methods of trading Merchants, 
without the politicall skill of making all fortifyed places repay their full charge 
and expences.” (Court to Fort St. George, overland, 26th Aug. 1685.) 

“ Our negative List, vizt. of what we would not have sent us, is altogether of 
as much consequence to us as that of what we would have sent ns, and in some 
respects more, for the former is our categorical! command. And tho’ old Mr. 
Gyppord had the confidence these last two or three years to neglect it, which 
we have born with in regard to his former better services, We will never forgive 
our now better-advised President, if ever we find him guilty of such wilfull viola- 
tion of our orders, which any man that pretends to common honesty, or the 
science of a Merchant, would never offer an excuse for . . . . ” (To Fort St. 
George, 12th Aug. 1687.) 

“ You are very ready and frequent in reprehending our conduct, and if you 
could advise us to mend it, we should be willing to hear you, or any other well 
minded person, it being our own interest to manage all things for the Company’s 
most advantage, as well as for the honour and interest of our Sovereign, and our 
native Country. But your exceptions to our Conduct are so very impertinent 
and cilly, that we wonder the lower end of your Councill are not ashamed to sett 
their hands to such slight arguments.” (To Fort St, George, 28th Sept, 1687.) 

The following is a remarkable passage : 

“ That which we promise ourselves in a most especiall manner from our new 
President and Council is that they will establish such a Folitie of civill and 
military ipoiver, and create and secure Such a large Revenue to maintaine both 
at that place, as may bee the foundation of a large, well grounded, sure 
English Dominion in India for all time to come.” (To Fort St. George, 
12th Dec. 1687.) 

This also : 

“ We send you herewith this the Dutch relation of their conquest of 

Maccassab, that you may observe with how few forces of their own, with the 
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help of RuoaESSES,! they accomplished that great exploit, and learn from them 
how to serve your Countrey by the aid of the Natives.” (To Fort Bt, George, 
22nd Jan. 1C9|.) 

“The 14th June 1686 you gave 20 Pagodas to an Italian Padre out of the 
Company’s money, which was an injurious presumption, and more then the 
Governour and all the Committees will presume to do. Charity is a commend- 
able Yertue when we give that which is our own, but when we give that which is 
none of our own, it approaches near to robbery. The Adventurers’ Stock was 

intrusted to us to trade with, not to give away to charitable uses we 

have caused the twenty Pagodas aforeaaidito be brought to President Gtpeorb’s 
accompt, without whose consent that money could not have been paid or mis- 
applied ” {Ibid.) 

“ God be praised we are not now in such a posture in India that we need to 
sneak, or put up with palpable injuries from any Nation! whatsoever in India ; 
and with God’s assistance we hope always to keep ourselves in such a formidable 
posture of defence, but we would have you do no wrong or violence to any in 
amity with us. We would not wrong a worm. Just and Stout is the motto 
we hope to deserve and wear, but in all manner of civil respects we would have 
you abate nothing that’s due to all or any of our friends in India, especially to 
the French Nation.” (To Fort Bt. George, 27th Aug. 1688.) 

After referring to the Revolution at home, -which had just then 
occurred : 

“ But now we only mention this in Transitu for an occasion to tell you that 
the Interlopers and other Maligners of the Company are very busy, and pretend 
great matters they will doe shortly by complaints of the Company’s management. 
A lightness and vanity which they have always abounded in, especially upon 
every change of the Government, or lesser changes of Ministers of State or 
ffavonrites. But their Boastings have alwayes come to nought, and so they will 
now, all Governments being wiser than to be swayed by such irregular disorderly 
vain men, tho’ they may sometimes seem to (give) them a little countenance for 
reasons not to be mentioned, as also for the enlargement of their own under- 
standings in so abstruse an aSair as that of the East Indies is to Noblemen and 
gentlemen that have not been conversant in busyness of that nature.” (To Fort 
St. George, 15th Feb. 168|.) 

From Courts Letter to Fort St. George, 6th March 1694-5. 

(After expressing their willingness to bestow on the Madras Corpora- 
tion the Post Office and Insurance Office, if they could make an advan- 
tage of them) : 

“ Some of us do remember since o63000 a year was paid out of the Exchequer 
to defray the Postmaster’s Charge, and then the Subject paid sixpence for a 
Letter, for which they now pay but threepence. And yet the Revenue of that 
Office now brings into the Exchequer at least 70 or i>80,000 per annum, which 
before, as we said, took out of tbe Exchequer .£3000 per annum. 

^ Bugis, or, in old parlance, Buggesses, were the dominant race of the island 
of Celebes. Men of this warlike tribe were often enlisted as native soldiei’s 
by the European Powers who had dealings in the Archipelago, and so the 
word came in that region to mean something like' sejpoy. See Anglo-Indian 
Glossary. 
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‘^You will tell us there is a great Difference between East India and 
ENaiiAND, which is true ; but peradventure upon due Consideration they may 
find a way to make something of this and carry the Company’s Letters cheaper, 
safer, and speedyer then now they are sent by your Tatiamars^ except the Com- 
pany pay all the charges of their own and other people’s Letters, which is most 
unconscionable. ’ ’ 

The following passage is also ascribed by Mr. Talboys Wheeler, in his 
Madras m the Olden Time (i, 247-8), to Sir Josia. I feel doubtful of 
this ; but the extract is an interesting one, and I transcribe it from the 
Court’s Letter Book : 

From Coiirds Letter to Fort St. George oflSth Fely, 1690-1. 

47. Wee would likewise desire our now President Mr. Yale, whom God 
hath blessed with so great an estate in our Service, to set on foot another gener- 
ous charitable work, before he leaves India, that is, the building of a Church 
for the. Protestant black people and Portugujez and the Slaves which Serve 
them, who have now no place to hear the word of God preached in a language 
they understand, and therefore are necessitated to go to the Popish Churches : 
Whereas'if they had Gods word preached to them in the Pobtugubz language, 
according to the Protestant doctrine, and the Prayers of the Church of Enq-land, 
they would as readily frecLueut. the Protestant Church as the Popish Chappells : 
In order hereunto we Shall get our common Prayers, and other offices of our 
Church translated into the PdBTtrauBZ tongue, and send you some written 
Copies thereof, after which, when your Church is built, and you have corrected 
the Gopyes which we send you to the Pobtuodezh Dialect of India and returned 
one Copy to us with the Amendments, We will cause it to be printed here and 
return you diverse printed copies thereof, and not only so, but we will send you 
what benevolence we can collect here for the Ornament of the Church intended. 
In the mean time we are now inquiring after some able Minister that can preach 
in the Pobtug-all tongue, and also a Domine as the Dutch call them, which in 
the Style of onr Church is a Deacon, that can read our Prayers in Pobtdgueez • 
These two officers we hope to send you by our Ships that depart next winter ; 
which we fear wdl he the soonest we can despatch any of our great Ships to 
you.” ' 

The allusion in this passage to the “Portuguese dialect of India” is 
worthy of notice. And this suggests that it was inspired rather by 
some member of the Court who had been in India, than by Sir Josia 
Child, who never was there. 

We may add to these quotations, from the official correspondence 
which we suppose to have been dictated by Sir Josia Child, a notice 
of certain private correspondence of his with Mr. Yaux, for whom he 
had obtained the position of Judge at Bombay, as the story is given by 
Captain Alexander Hamilton. Sir Josia, according to this writer, 
had admonished Mr, Yaux on the treatment due to the Company’s 
enemies, and stated “ that he expected his orders should be observed and 
obeyed as statutes”: 


^ Couriers. 
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^'Mr. Vam gratefully acknowledged Sir JosiaWs S'avours and 

promised, tBat ..... lie would strive to acquit himself with all the Integrity 
and Justice he was capable of, and that the Laws of his Country should be the 
Rule he designed to walk by. 

In answer to that Letter Sir Josiah seemed to he angry, and wrote roundly 
to Mr. Vaux^ that he expected hia Orders were to be his Rule, and not the Laws 
of England, which were an Heap of Nonsense, compiled by a few ignorant 
Country Gentlemen, who hardly knew how to make Laws for the good Govern- 
ment of their own private families, much leas for the Regulating of Companies 
and foreign Commerce. 

“ I am the more particular in this Account, because I saw and copied both 
those Letters in Anno 1696, while Mr. Vaux and I were Prisoners at Surat^ on 
Account of Captain Evory’s robbing the Mogul* s great Ship, called the Guns- 
way/*'^ 


CROSS, CHARLES. Arrived as Writer iu 1G78. Attached to 
Dacca Factory in 1682, and the confidential correspondent there of 
Hedges ; his chief, Mr. Pounsett, being of the hostile party. 4dmittcd 
a Factor by Courtis Letter to Bengal, 7th January 108?-. I believe he 
died soon aftei', but the reference is lost. 


CUDWORTH, CHARLES. Nominated as a Factor, 28th June 
1682, and apparently son of Ralph Cud worth, the famous philosophical 
writer. His securities are recorded to have been “ Dr. Ralph Cudworth 
and Dr. Benjamin Whitchcot’’ (9th August). On the 8th September 
following I find entered in the Court Book that “ Dr. Ralph Cud- 
worth was now admitted to the freedom of this Company gratis”, the 
force of which I do not understand. Mr. John Gudworth, perhaps a 
brother of Dr. Ralph’s, was at this time one of the 21 Committees” of 
the Company. In Lord King’s Life of Locke (ed. 1881, ii, 17) there is 
a letter from Locke to Ch. Cudworth, in which he desires to trouble him 
with certain inquiries concerning the country he is in ; e.g. : 

‘‘ Some of those who have travelled, and writ of those parts, give us strange 
stories of the tricks done by some of their jugglers there, which must needs be 
beyond legerdemain, and seems not within the power of art or nature.” (See 
also under Richards.) 

Mr. Cudworth was appointed by the Court 3rd of Council at Kasini- 
b^zitr, by letter of 15th Nov. 1682. (See p. 97 in Diary,) 


DAVENANT, NICHOLAS. Nominated a factor in January 168|^. 
4th of Council at K^simbd-zdr, September 1683. 


^ A, Hamilton^ i, 236. Respecting Evory, sec under Sir John Gaykr. 
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DAVENPORT, FRANCIS. Hdgll River Pilot (see p. 92). Is men- 
tioned in a Parliamentary Paper of January 30, 168|-, called a True and 
Impartial Narrative of Capt. Anthony Weltden^ as present at Mergeu 
(i.e., Mergui), at the time of Capt. Weltden’s expedition thither. 

In former times a good number of English free Merchants were settled at 
Merjee, and drove a good Trade, being under a mild indulgent Government ; but 
the old East India Company envying their Happiness, by an arbitrary Command, 
ordered them to leave their Industi'y, and repair to Port St. Gteorge, to serve 
them, and threatening the Ring of Siam with a Sea War, if he did not deliver 
these English up, or force them out of his Country, and in Anno 1687, sent one 
Captain Welden, in a small Ship called the Gurtany^ to Merjee with that 
Message. He behaved himself very insolently to the Government, and killed 
some Siamers without any just Cause. One Kight when Welden was ashore, 
the Siamers thinking to do themselves Justice on him, got a Company 
together, designing to seize or kill the Aggressor | but Welden having notice of 
their Design, made his Escape on board his Ship, and the Siamers missing him, 
tho’ very narrowly, vented their Rage and Revenge on all the English they could 
find ..... so that seventy-six were massacred and hardly twenty escaped on 
board the Curiany ; so there was the tragical Consequence of one Man’s Inso- 
lence. 


DAVIES, THOMAS. Frequently mentioned by Hedges as a pro- . 
minent Interloper. He is probably the same who was “ Merchant for the 
R‘ Hoii^*® Company’^ at Hiigli in 1658-9, and of whom there are various 
original letters in the I. 0. He- writes in a rigmarole style, with quasi- 
classical allusions, e.g, (O.C. 2724) : 

For Mr, Jambs PYKBEma,” “ HuaHLT, March 17, 165§. 

“ And my very good friend, 

“ Though I suppose you have ere thil^ taken your leave of Cassamb-ctzae, 
yet I am encouraged to venture this rover at you, out of a Confidence that it will at 
lenght find you, if not there, in some other place more (like your-Selfe), pleasant, 
fruitfull, and delightsome. However if you don’t meet with it till Pbato’s 
greate yeare, I am sure you Canne be, by that delay, no loser, Since it Carries 
with it nothing but my poore and unprofitable, though Oordiall Service. S^ your 
owne disavowing an ability or rather not desiring, to Compliment will I hope 
allwaies for the future pleade with you an excuse for my Doeicx Dialect. Be 
Confident my want of verball expressions shall allwaies get supplied as any 
occasion offers it Seife, by my serious endeavour to testify how much I am 

Yr. reall friend and servant, 

Tho : Davies.” 

To which Mr. Pickering replies from Oassnabazar (sic), March the 
23rd (O.C. 2726) : 

# #####* 

Sr, Your Dobick Dialect traneends my Intellect. I beseech you therefore 
lett your next bee in a language intelligible, for I believe all Pattana affords 
not a Lexicon ” 


^ A. Hamilton, ii, chap, xxxviii. 
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Such were among the more innocent diversions of the Company's 
factors in Bengal in the last years of the Commonwealth, 

Davies appears to have been moved to Masulipatani, and from that 
factory the Court received so bad a report of him that they ordered liis 
discharge : 

“There ia a great complaint againat one Davies of that place (Metghle- 
patam), who is rendered to ho a very prophane Person, and one that debauches 

our People, and against Beverall of our Writers Wee doe order that if 

any Persons in onr Service and Subordinate ffactories, doe not behave them- 
selves as they ought to doe according to our Buies, that upon due proof thereof, 
they being heard in their own defence, that they be sent to the Port, and if 
they will not be reclaimed and behave themselves better, that they be sent for 
EnaLAND/’ 

And again in a later paragraph of the same letter : 

“ By the Accompt Mr. PuokLE gives of Thomas Davies he isrendred so bad 
that wee cannot think him fitt to be continued at all where wee have any concern, 
and therefore doe order that if he be not reformed, you send him homo for Eno- 
EAHB, or at least send him to the Port to make further tryall of his behaviour/^ 
{Court to Fort, 15th Dec. 1676.) 

INo doubt, on his discharge, he stayed in India, and took to private 
trade. From occasional mention of him in years subsequent to the Hedges 
Diary, he seems to have betaken himself to the Native Courts, and, in 
desire for revenge, to have tried to stir up mischief against the Com- 
pany. Then he seems to have fallen into the hands of Job Charnock, 
•who sent him a prisoner to Port St. George, as appears from these 
extracts : 

“In regard the Agent and Councell in Benoael have sent Thomas Davis 
the Interloper, as a Prisoner upon the tTosia (which we still disapprove of) without 
any Proof of what Debts he has contracted with the Moors during his residence 
in the BaV, we have had divers debates what to do with him, in this case, 
whether to detain him a Prisoner here, send him to England, or back to the 
Bat, which hath appeared very difficult for us to determine by reason of Some 
inconveniencys on all hands .... We conclude itt best, not to grant him passage 
on any of our Shipps till we can have certaine advices from the Bay .... but if 
he can find security for Ms appearance, when wee shall require itt, he may have the 
priviledge of going where he pleases in the Town, and that wee shall write to the 
Bay for better inf ormation concerning Mm.“ {QonsuUaUon, Port St. George, 
ddFehy. 1686-7; ini. 0.) 

“ Thomas Ley of Councill for affairs of the Bt ; Honble : Company in the 
Bay or Bengall, now here present, reports that Thomas Davis, Inhabitant 
there Some time in August or the beginning of September last, was seized by 
Some order of the Agent and Councill at Httgley, or Some of them, to which 
order for more certainty he refers. 

“And that the Moors Governour did thereupon Send to the Agent demanding 
that the Said Davis should be delivered to him, insisting that the Said Davis 
was a Debtor to Senerall of the Country Merchants, who has made Complaint 
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that their Debtor was carried away by the ENa^iSH, without any Satisfaction 
made them, as he alledges in divers messages, that passed on that occasion, 

Fort St. George, 7th Feh^ 168^. Tho : Let/' 

(Appended to the above Consultation,) 


DODD, JOSEPH. Nominated factor by the Court, 14th Sept. 1681, 
Was allowed in going out to ship 2,000 pieces of Eight (7th October) ; 
was associated with Mr. Hedges in the latter's Commission, as 6th of 
Council at Hdgli, and was apparently a passenger to India with 
Hedges on the Defence. (See letter, Diary ^ p. 30.) 

Mr. Dodd died as a member of the Patna Council, 6th May 1686, as 
appears in a HiigH letter of 25th idem (O.C., No. 5495). 

After his death the Patna Council write to Surat, under date 16th 
November 1686 : 

. Mr. Dodd has squandered about in trade upwards of Rups. 18 000 of 
the B,'- Hon’'^* Company’s, besides runne him Selfe in debt to the Oountrey people 
about 2 500 rup* more then his goods then in the house would sattisfy .... 
(Mbverell also in debt to the Country people, and the Company indebted— to 
him apparently — about its. 5,600. The Council drew a bill for the Company’s 
debt, which Charnock the Agent had returned) : 

enorderingus to pay the same out of Mr. Dodd’s Estate, notwithstanding 
we had advised them it was impossible.” 


DORREL, or DORRILL, Capt See Diary, pp. 20, 31, 68, etc. 
This is the name of the Captain of the Interloper ship Crown, on which 
Pitt took his cargo in 1682, leaving the Downs some three weeks after 
Hedges in the Defence, and reaching Balasore eleven days before that 
vessel. Hedges made a vigorous attempt to get the Nabob’s oflheer to 
arrest Pitt and Dorrell, but, as he says (p. 63) : 

“ The Perwannas (for their arrest) were compounded with Btjlchtjnd for a 
good sum of money.” 

Hedges last mentions the pair of interlopers going past him in their 
sloop, armed with four guns, and with 30 English seamen rowing in the 
Crown^s pinnace, to tow the sloop (p. 66). Three days later (5th Feb. 
1683) they sailed for Europe. 

Ten years later we find Capt. Robert Dorrill, commander of the 
Rt. Honhle. Company’s ship Charles II, at Chuttanntty or Calcxitta, 
sitting as Second of the Council of the Bay, the confidant and right- 
hand man of the Company’s “ General”, Sir John Goldsboroiigh, and 
employed by him in the crushing of Interlo|>ers, of whom Pitt was 
still one. It is not absolutely certain that this was the same Captain 
Dorrill whom we have just spoken of, whose Christian name I do 
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not find A But 1 suspect it was the same. The hostility of the 
Company’s servants to the Interloper, even when honestly professed 
and vigorously exercised, was only, it appears to me, ofiicial and 
perfunctory. It was rarely embittered by actual collision, like the 
relations between coastguardsmen and smugglers, or game-keex)ers 
and poachers. Wc see Hedges, notwithstanding all his denuncia- 
tions of interlopers and of those Company’s servants who had familiar 
intercourse with them, as soon as he is out of the service, allies himself 
with Douglas, also a dismissed servant, a declared interloper, in charter- 
ing a vessel to the Persian Gulf, and conducting a caravan through 
Persia. Captain Lake, one of the Company’s officers, declares that ‘‘ if 
he did not like the Company’s employment this voyage, he would turn 
interloper the next” (p. 90). Sir Thomas Grantham, a trusted officer, and 
admiral for the nonce, “ is the person”, says Hedges, “ on whom the Com- 
pany chiefly relies for taking and destroying of Interlopers ; and he has 
treated those he has mett of them with greater resjpect than any other 
of their Commander's” (p. 201). 

It is true, indeed, that the Court, whose Instructions to Capt. Dorri 11 
as Commander of the Charles the Scmid are dated 29tii Feb. 1091-2, 
write on the same day to Fort St. George : 

Captain Dobrell is a worthy man and stanch to our Interest since he 
engaged with Us, and has assured ITs, he will never see Our fiaces again if any 
Interloper make a Voyage at any place where he is. And we have reciprocally 
given Mm the respect of being next of our Councell after our Agent Mr. 
Chabnock while he stays in the Bay,” 

But the very words which we put in Italics suggest the, reformed 
Interloper; and consider the history of Thomas Pitt, as indicated 
hereafter ! 

Captain R. Dorrill, after Sir John Goldsborough’s death at Calcutta, 
departed with his ship, the Charles J/, in the end of January or begin- 
ning of February 1693-4, carrying home the papers, etc., of the deceased 
“General”. The two following documents bear upon this. 


From Capt Robert Dorrill to Court^ 

“ Galcuiaj Jany. y* p™ 


1691. 


“ Right Honb. 

“ These are to accompany some Papers, the Duplicates of which, with some 
others, I have with me on Charles the Second, with the Commissary’s Letter 
which he begun before his sickness, but not finished^ ; and his last orders for 
displacing Mr. Ellis ; which God willing att my and vail will deliver you ; and 


1 And in the Court Book of 2lBt Nov. 1694, 1 find mention of a bill drawn 
by the Governor of St. Helena in favour of Captain John Dorrill, so there 
were certainly two skippers of the name. 

2 0.0. 5909. 

^ See pp, xcii-xciii, suj^ra. 
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give you A Just account of your Affairs in this Country ; not knoweing but these 
may reach your hands before my arrivall ; with my humble service to you T am 
Right Honb, 

“ Your most humb, and Ashured Servt» 

ROBEET BOERXXiB.’’ 

“ Chxjtanutte, January 1G9|. 

Tuesday 25th. Ai a Consultation^ 

‘‘ Present : The Rt. Worshp’* Charles Eyee, Esq. Agt. 

Capt. Robert Boebill and Mi*. John Beard. 

The time of Capt. Dorrill’s departure being near at hand, It was thought 
fitt that the Commissary Q-ener all’s orders, which were left in the hands of Capt. 
Dorrtll, should be put in Execution ; whereupon Mr. Charles Eyre was by 
his Better called from Dacca to take charge of the Agency, in the stead of Mr. 
Eban ; Ellis. Ho accordingly left said place and arrived here the 23d inst. 
And this Day all the Rt. Hon^’‘” Company’s Servants wore summon’d to appear 
to hear the said orders read, which was accordingly done, and the charge of the 
Agency taken from Mr. Eban : Ellis and delivered to Mr, Charles Eyre, 
and likewise the Rt. Hon^’* Company’s Papers, as Bills of Debt, Obligations, 
Cash Book &c. were demanded of Said Mr. Ebanois Ellis, which he promised 
to deliver up as soon as possible, his weakness at present not permitting him to 
proceed therein any further then the delivery up of the Rt. Hon^*® Company’s 
Cash, which amounts to Rupees 22 748 : 3a ; 8 p 

Charles Eyre. * 

“ Robert Dorrill. 

“John Beard.” 

“ True Coppy of the originell Consultation, 

“Jonathan White, Secy.” 

Captain Dorrill was chosen a member of the Court of Committees 
on 29th April 1696, but does not appear as re-elected in 1697, 


DOUGLAS, ROBERT. A surgeon ; arrived as such on the Eagle, 
in which Streynsham IVLasteb came out in 1676, and went on to visit 
Bengal. Douglas obtained transfer to the factory service of the Bay, 
salary .£36. 

“ Dec. 15th, 1676. Ralph Harwar, chirurgeon of this ffactory (Balasore) 
desireing to returns home for England by these ships, and Mr. Robert 
Dowglas the Chirurgeon of the Eagle being willing to accept of this employ- 
ment, and Captain Bonnill his Commander consenting that they should change 
births, the Councell did also approve thereof.” {Diary of Mr, Btreynsham 
Master, in I. 0.) 

The Court, as recorded in the Court Book of 25th Jan. 1681-2, 
declare : 

“ That having received further advices of the unfaithfulness of Mr. Matthias 
Vincent, Mr . Edward Littleton, and Mr. Robert Douglas, in the 
management of the trust committed to them, it is ordered that the Agent, 


1 O.G. 6910. 
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Oovemour and Conneill for the Bay doe upon their arrivall in India secure their 
persons and put them on board the Ship De/ence, and send them for Enolanb,” 
etc. 

These latter orders were not carried out, "but the three were dismissed, 
Douglas appears in Hedges’ Diary as an habitual trafficker with inter- 
lopers. He joined the ex- Agent in chartering the Recovery for the 
Persian Gulf, and accompanied him through Persia to Aleppo, assisting 
him medically in his severe illness there. He is last mentioned in the 
Diary at Scanderoon-(p. 235). 

Robert Douglas” reappears in 1G99 as supercargo of the Macclesfield 
galley, sent by the English (or New) East India Go. to China. As the 
New Company was largely officered by dismissed servants of the Old 
one, we miglit draw a probable inference that this was Hedges’ 
travelling companion. But letters among the Pitt papers in the 
British Museum, including . holographs of Douglas (whose writing as 
the Bay chirurgeon''we know), leave the identity unquestionable. We 
also learn that Thomas Pitt and R. Douglas called each other 
brother”. Probably their wives were sisters. 

Mrs. Douglas and a child appear incidentally in the Diary as having 
accompanied the Hedges party from Bengal to Madras ; but they are 
iQOt further accounted for therein.^ 

In the New Company’s Letter-book we have, without date, but 
apparently of the end of January 1C98-9, very full instructions to Robert 
Douglas Supercargo, of the Macclesfield Galley, in which the whole 
value of the cargo is stated at £39,136 M., of which £3,800 was 

Douglas’s own. We have also the following letter from the Court of 
Directors of the New Company, dated 1st March 1698-9 : 


Mr. Eobt. Dottolas 
“S’: 


Indorsed is our Order for Capt. Hxiklb, for placing our Tea between 
Decks. By Mr. Eigkesies we sent you the Patterns of Cloth and Stuffs bn 
Board your Ship. We hope this Pair Wind will carry you through and save 
your Monsoone. We are very confident of your Dilligence, and have great hopes 
of Success under your Management. We are not fond of touching at Batavia, 
if you can Refresh anywhere else. God send you a prosperous Voyage, and 
that we may have a happy meeting.” 

Also there is a letter of earlier date to Captain Hurle of the Maccles- 
field^ bound on a voyage “ to and from China or India”, in which the 
Court tell him : 


“We would have you (as you are obliged by Charter party) in all things to 
observe and follow the Orders and Directions of Mr. Robert DouacAS the 
Super Cargo ” 


^ Hedges says : “ Mr. Dowglasse .... and his Lady”—im instance of the 
antiquity of this vulgarism (pp. 182-184), which was, however, general at that 
time. 
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The Voyage was not so auspicious as the Directors had hoped. The 
following letter, giring some account of it, is in the Pitt Collection 
(B. M. Add. MSS. 22,851, f. 93). 

From Egbert Douglas to Governor Pitt. 

“ London, Jan. ye 170^ 

“ Dear Brother 

“Yours of the 4th Oct. 1700 hy the Rowland was received hy my Wife 
before my returne to England, and your last of the 24th Fehy. 1701 hy the King 
William I received about ten days agoe, by which I am very glad to hear of your 
health and prosperity and doe heartily wishe a Long Continuance of both : I 
thank you for your care of that Small Concerne designed for my Son Charles 
who had left India before I knew any thing of it, and was likewise gone againe 
In our Company's Service for China before my returne, for which I am oblidged 
to my Good friends in our Company, who at his Mothers request provided so well 
for him. He is gone 2d Super Cargo to two Ships for Canton with a Stock of 
above 50000.£ : for which he is to have 1^- Pr. Cent. Commission for his part, so 
that in ease he behaves him Selfe well for this time, he is in a very Good way for 
the future, 

“ I shall not trouble you with the long account of my troubles In China, 
which indeed were so many and tedious as not to be comprised within the narrow 
bounds of a Letter, however I think fitt in short to informe you that we were 
detained so long at Canton till we lost onr Monsoon, and the most part of our 
English goods were returned upon our hands to the amount of about 24000 
Tailes ; Oonterary to all Justice after they had kept them about 5 or 6 months. 
As soon as it came to be knowen that the Same Sort of Goods were Sould at 
Emoy by your Company's Servants at much Chaper rates then ours were Sould 
for, vizt : Some at 50, some 60, and some 80 p. cent. losse : 

“ The 2d Occasion of our troubles was upon the account of the riseing of the 
price of white Nankeen silk after we had made onr Contract with the Merchants, 
occasioned by the Arrivall of a Great Ship from Manebla that brought up 
much of that Comodity, So that instead of the full quantity of Baw Silk which 
our Merchants were oblidged to deliver us, they forced severall other Goods upon 
us, that we had not agreed for, only because it was more for their advantage and 
intrest, And notwithstanding all my Complaints to the Mandarines and all the 
Endeavours I could use, yet I was necessitate to put up all these Injuries, and a 
great many more to gett in what was due to us, which at last by the blessing of 
God, with the Assistance of our first Merchant (whose intrest became inter- 
woven with ours) we got effected. But it was the 18th fully before our Ship 
got out of Canton River, and from thence I resolved for Lijipo,^ hopeing there 
to make up all our Losses, by Selling our returned Goods at a better rate, and 
prooureing the remainder of our Nankeen Silk much chaper, it being much 
nearer that Countrey then Canton. But our Ship was not Sufficed to goe 
nearer Limpo then Chdban, which is an Island in 30 : Deg : Latt : where I mett 
with many new troubles, ours being the first English Ship that ever loaded from 
thence. However at last by Gods help I overcame all those difficultys and Sould 
all our Goods and procured what Silk I wanted and got ready to saile by the 
24th Dec : 1700. And might have been dispatced much sooner and fared much 


1 I.e., Ningpo. 
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better, bad not President Gatchpole come so soon after ns (in about 2 montbes) 
before we got in all our Silk, but I do believe that bis Ship (according to wbat I 
could foresee) cannot returne bear till next Summer. 

“ I arrived in England tbe 4tb July last, but our Eaw Silk is not yet Sould, 
but is appointed to be tbe lOtb of tbe next month, and it is believed when our 
Accounts are ballanced, and all Cbarges cleared, that notwithstanding of our 
many Losses and disapointments, yet we shall double our Principall Stock, which 
is more then our Company Expected, and more then any Ship has done from 
India or China this last year. 

“As for Newes I shall not trouble you with any Account I can give you, 
knowing that you will receive much better Intelligence from other hands, espe- 
cially about the uniting of the two Oompanys, which is now at last effected, to 
the Generali Satisfaction of all people : Your Lady and Children are all well, 
my sister and cussin Essex^ are at ’present in towne, but the rest are all in the 
Countrey. I shall not trouble you any further, but to assure you that in case 
I can be serviceable to you in any respect hear, you may freely comand 

“ Dear Bro : 

“ Tour most afPectionat Bro: and humble Servt. 

“ Eobeet Doit&lass."* 

At a later date we have the following letters from Governor Pitt to 
Douglas, and to his own eldest son, Robert Pitt, sj^eaking of Douglas’s 
son Charles, who is mentioned in the preceding letter as employed in 
the China trade (B. M. Add, MSS. 22,849). 

From Governor Pitt 

“ To Robt: Douglas Esqr: at Hamm m Subeey. 

“ Port St. Geo: March y' 1st 170L 

“ Dear Brother, 

“I wrote you by the Dutchess who sailed on the 15th past month, when 
the Sidney came in, on which is my Godson Chaeles ; to whome I hav(f given 
my assistance in getting him a good returne for his money, I take him to be a 
very pretty young mann in all respects, who with the assistance of Friends will 
soon make his fortune, and as for mine he shall never want, and I am confident 
he will never yours, who promises to he a great comfort and Oreditt to you, and 
I Myselfe, am not a little proud of Mm, and have recommended him to all my 
ffreinds, I heartyly wish they may save their passage, and gett home well to 
you, to whome I ref err you for tbe newes of tbese parts. Soe with my Service 
to you and sisters, Cozens and Ereinds, I am Dear Brother,” &c. 

“ To Mr. Robeet Pitt, Mercht. London. 

“ Port St. George March y^ 2d. 1701 

“ Son Robin, 

“ Your Cozen Chaeles Douglas went hence for Poet St. Davids last 
night when I lent him fifty Pagodas for which he is to pay you thirteen shillings 
and sixpence per Pagoda, when he receives his money, which he has lett out att 
the same rate on Diamonds, and his obligation for the same comes inclosed, and 
Cozen Oeadocks Receipt for a Chest of Arrack and two Jars of Mangoes .... 

“ Your affectionate father 

“ Thomas Pitt.” 

^ Pitt’s younger daughter, afterwards the wife of Charles Cholmondeley of 
Yale Royal. 
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Pitt’s Letter-book shows him as good as his word, sending many 
cordial letters of recommendation of Charles Douglas to his influential 
friends at home. 

HLLIS, FRANCIS.* Nominated Writer 14th Nov. 1671 ; arrived 
in India 1672. Is associated in the Commission of Hedges as 5th of 
Council at Hiigli, Hedges and said Council, March 26, 1683, dismiss 
him from the Company’s service on a charge of unfaithfulness (i,p. 72). 
He remonstrates and appeals against this as beyond their powers (pp. 
120-121), and is strongly supported by Charnock and the Council of 
Kasimbilzd>r. This view must have been confirmed by the Court, for we 
find Ellis admitted to the Council immediately on the arrival of Pre- 
sident Gyflord (pp. 168, 167, 179). Indeed, it would appear from the 
Court’s Letter to Bengal of 20th Sept. 1682, which gives authority to 
the Agent and Council to remove any in their employ except of the 
Council of JE[u(jhhf\ that Mr. Hedges had distinctly exceeded his 
powers. 

Ellis continued to rise in the service ; he was 2nd in Council at 
Hugh with Job Charnock during the troubles of 1686, in the unfor- 
tunate occn]pation of Hijili, in the second exodus from the Hiigli river 
in 1688, and in the return from Madras in 1690. On Charnock’s death • 
at Chatanati (or Calcutta) in Jan. 1693, he succeeded as officiating 
Agent, and was so nominated by the Court (3rd Jan. 1693-4), who 
conferred on him Charnock’s authority, with a reservation regarding 
the fuller powers of control held by the Company’s General in India”, 
Sir John Goldsborough. The latter, however, on his visit to Chat£natf 
in Sept.-Nov. 1693, had formed a very unfavourable judgment of Ellis 
(see p. xciii, mprci)^ ordering his removal to Fort St. George, and the 
appointment of Mr. Eyres to take his place (see above under Dorkill). 

Mr. Ellis had always been looked on with indulgent eyes by his old 
masters, as repeate dly appears from the Court’s letters, nor did they 
easily assent to his being set aside : 

It is not Mr. Yale’s Interest or art, nor yet Mr. Charlock’s that soe 
easily procured us such fair quarter from the Mooull’s Officers on your Coast 
and in Bengali or elsewhere, these two last years, but a plaine honest man, Mr. 
Francis Ellis of Benoall, writes, ‘ It is the remembrance of our cutting and 
slashing,’ as he calls it, ‘in the late Warr, by which they found us not to be 
Banyans, as they used before to call us,’ nor yet so weak as the Interlopers 
represented us to be.” (,Court to the Fort, 10th April 1693.) 

“ Mr. Francis Ellis may have had some failings, and peradventure was 
aggravated overmuch to our late Worthy Generali, which, caused him to displace 
him. But we must be so just to Mr. Ellis as to own that the Goods generally 
provided by him have come out competently well sorted, and therefore we have 
no reason to abandon such an old Servant, but have constituted him one of onr 
Council of Fort St. George in as high a Station as we could conveniently . . . . ” 
iQourt to Bengal, 6th March 1694-5.) 


k 
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We find him eventually, in 1701, sitting in the Council of the Fort 
as Second to Governor Pitt, and he died in that position in 1704.1 


EVANS, Rev. JOHN, came out as. Chaplain to the Bay in 1678. 
He has no good character from Hedges, being represented as too keen a 
trader for his cloth, and always the associate of interlopers. He went 
to Madras during the Bengal troubles, whether with Charnock and the 
rest, or at an earlier date, is not clear. He still appears in a return for 
1692 as one of two ministers attached to Fort St. George, but disap- 
peared in the following year, as we see from Sir John Goldsborougli’s 
correspondence : 

Extract from Fort St. George Letter to Sir J. G., dated 29th 
June 16932 : 

“ . . . . Just as they were going off wo were inform’d that Mr. Jno. Evans 
and Mr. Wm. Tompson went privately last night to St. Thoma and from 
thence aboard the Armenian Ship St. Marhi which sailed in the night as soon as 
they came on board. Wo thereupon agreed to write to the Agent &ca. to gett 
them into the factory and keep them there till your Exey’s ari’ivall, Justly sus- 
pecting the buisay pollitick Padre goes upon ill designes, to the prejudice of the 
Eit. Honble. Company’s affairs.” 

To which Sir John replies : 

“ By the want of the Mabrass Generali by the Saphire, which ordred their 
keeping Padre Evans in the factorie till my arrivall, because he ran away from 
Mabbass, the Agent had given him Leave to go to Huqhlt, some few days 
before I came . . . . ” 

And again, Oct. 14 ; 

'‘Padre Evans lyes still at Huglt, he wrote to Capt. Dobbell to obtain 
Leave that be might Imbarque on him for England, to which answer was 
Returned that as he ran away from Mabrass, if he Returned thitlier again, and 
came off fairly with Leave of the Government, he should have Leave to goe on 
what Ship he pleased.” 

ITie Court at home seem to have had a just appreciation of Mr. 
Evans : 

" No Interloper, if they could, would adventur to Bengall, their 
Hopes and confidence of making a Voyage being singly in that man whom they 
hope to secure to themselves and their Interest by Mr. Tbenoiieielb and the 
Merchant- Parson Evans. But they know very well that the Parson and bis 


1 Court’s Commission of 10th April (1693) constitutes a “Court of Admiralty 
in Bengali, of which Francis Ellis is to be Judge thereof, and failing him 
John Hill.” (This is the disreputable person mentioned by Sir John Golds- 
borough ; see p. xcii, supra.) 

3 O.C. No. 5881. Item 12. 
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B t’other Trenohitield can do no feats without the Assistance of Mtjttbidas. 
Wherefore if it be not done, We must enjoyn our Agent that setting all 
Quarrella aside He be reconciled and all of one peice with Muttrieas, though 
it should cost us 1000.^, or two, or moi*e . - . {Gourt to BEiraALL, 10th April 
1693.) 

There are two letters of this ciuestionable ecclesiastic’s, which have 
found tlieir way into the India Records : 

( 10 ^ 

“ To Mr. Bichard Edwards, Chief for ye Hon^^* Company's Affaires att 
Badlasore. These. 

‘‘ Woi’thy S" 

“ My last to you had no other bussnesse but to acquaint you that I intended 
to accompany Mr. Byam to Kbistdoa, whei^e I beg’d yr. hon*^ to meet me, I 
promised myself a great deal of Satisfaction in your good Company which would 
sufficiently recompense the trouble I might possibly meet with in the Yoyage, but 
alass 1 my forward hopes are allready dasht, and I am unhappily forc'd to be 
Exti’eamly rude to you, for Mr. Vinceh r has order’d the Sloope not to touch att 
ICendoa. And Mr. Heron and others tell me that I shall run a great Hazard 
of my Life If I venture in one of these Country boates from the Sloope to the 
foremention’d place, Soe that there is noe other way Left but a disappointment. 
I will make noe Apology for this high piece of rndenesse, but remitt it to Mr. 
Byam &c. 

"ITl assure you Nothing would have made me disappoint you but a manifest 
danger of my Life. Mr. Vincent’s nnkindnesse in this particular to me has 
occasion’d me noe small disturbance. I knew nothing of it till the Sloope was 
ready to Saile. 

I need not to acquaint you what Clamors are here made every day against 
yon, for you have it by bettor hands. I hope you will soe manage your affaires 
Soe that neither the malitious nor foolish shall have noe just (cause) to raile att 
you. Let me beg a letter by the first Oppertunity, for Other wise I will reckon 
you are displeased with me. I am yr. ffaithfull and humble servant 

“Hhglt, Aprill 2d, IGVO, “John Evans.’* 

( 3 .)^ 

“To Mr. Edward Bead, Merchant In London. 

“ Worthy “ Dec : 5 : 82. Becca. 

Yrs of Jan^5^ 16 ; 168|- 1 rec** by Oapt. Willdye’s Ship, the new Agent 
being arriv’d some Weekes before. I am sorry the Ladle’s unwillingness should 
deprive us of enjoying your good Company here once more. Mr. Vincent and 
Mr. L.^ are in a fair way to finish their bnssnesae to their own hearts content ; if 
they can escape att home as they have done here, they are very fortunate men. I 
shall ref err you to Mr. Chaknock, Mr. Hertby, and Mr. Pohnsktt for par- 
ticular account of this year’s transactions. The two Interloping Gentlemen 
Leave the Country with high indignation against them, and severall others 
amongst us, threatening to doe mighty matters when they arrive in England, but 
I hope their expectations will not be answei^’d in every instance. Mr. Vincent’s 


1 0.0. No. 4594. 

- O.C. No. 4867. Several words are illegible. 


^ Littleton, 

k2 
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ill will to mo continued to tlic Last, for no ofclior reason but that which you hiow 
very well . . • . I would not quarrell witli all those lie was an Enemy to. If 
upon Enquiry you understand that he endeavours to bespatter me among my 
Patrons in yo Committee, I entreat yon to prevent his ill designs by Securing 
my interest and reputation with them. I received a Letter from Mr. Marshall 
att My Lord of London’s, he writes that you and he are pleas’d to remember me 
when you meet, for which I return you my hearty thankea. I design to write to 
him this Shipping, and take all possible care in procuring tho.'^e insects he writes 
for. It pleas’d God to take to himself both my children in June Last, and my 
wire’s Sister who was married to Mr. BvAar miscarried and dyed the same 
month. My wife is grown exceeding Eatt and . . . , sho presents her humble 
service to you and yr good Lady, and soe doth 

“ Sr: yr; humble servant 

"John Evans.” 


EYRES, or EYRE, CHARLES (eventually Sir Cliarlc.s), came out 
to India as Writer in 1G75. The first mention of him in India that I 
find is in a letter from Iluglf Conncil to Mr. II. Edwards at Balasore, 
Oct. 14th, 1G78 : 

" If the writers and Seamen are not yet come away, you may detain Ch able s 
Etees for the assistance of the factory and send up all the rest” (O.C. 4502). 

In 1G79 ho was 3rcl of Council at Dacca, and was still there in 1682 ; 
also at a much later date when the factories were resettled in 1G90. 
Hedges calls him Mr. Eyre^ and so does Mr. Bruce. He is also once or 
twice called so by the copyist in the Court’s Letter Book. But at his 
first nomination, as well as in the majority of instances afterwards, up to 
his holding the Agency, he is called Eyres (see p. xcv, supra). I must 
add, however, in correction of that passage, that from the date of his 
Agency, he seems to be generally called, and to sign hiniself, Eyre. 
When Francis Ellis, who had succeeded as Agent in Bengal on the 
death of Mr. Charnock, was remanded to Fort St. George on the 
recommendation of Sir John Goldsbox'ough (p. xciii), Eyre was ap- 
pointed to the Agency,^ and held it till 1698, when he was compelled by 


^ The Court do not seem to have been too well pleased at the nomination of 
Mr. Eyres, as this quotation indicates : 

"We designed Mr. Beard (whom we believe to be honest) to be Agent of 
Bengall, in case of the death or removall of Mr. Elms, as you will perceive 
by our last year’s letters. Mr. Eyres may likewise be honest, for anything w^e 
have heard to the contrary, and may discharge that imployment very well. 
We know our good Generali deceased meant well in the alteration he made, 
but time must discover whether it will prove so or not, but it happening 
undesignedly on either side that our said Generali’s order for establishing 
Mr. Eyres as Agent should be Thwart to Ours for establishing Mr. Beard 
Agent, it is not possible for us at this time to know what our President and 
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failure of his health to return to England, and was succeeded by Mr. 
John Beard (junior). 

The following extract from a Bengal letter, written during Mr. 
Eyre’s Agency,^ contains the true origin of the name of a famous and 
fatal shoal in the Hiigli River, for which various fanciful etymologies 
have been devised 

** The Boy all James and Mary arrived in Ballasore Road from the West 
Coast 3 in August, with 286 Behars and 415 lb. of Pepper, and redwood 268 Candy 
16 mds. which she took in at Mamrass, hut coming up the river of Huglet 
on the 24th September she fell on a Sand on this side Tumboleb point and was 
unfortunately lost, for she Immediately Over sett and broke her back, with the 
loss of 4 or 5 men’s lives. On notice of the Accident from the Commander Cap- 
tain Robert Buck, the Master of Attendance, Capt. Hampton, was ordered to 
their Assistance with the Mary Buoyer, the Europe Ship’s long boats, and Seamen, 
(and) SGverall boats from the Shoar with as many lascars out of every particular 
Shipp belonging to this place as wee could spare, who after many days’ labour were 
not able to save of Your honour’s pepper above 222 mds. and 133 Sticks of redwood, 
the hould of the Shipp being allmost continually full with water. The Gunns, 
Cables, Anchors, some masts, Sayles, and a great deale of Cordage was saved by 
the Care and diUigence of Capt. Hampton, and since dispos’d of by the Com- 
mander for 6200 rupees, for accompt of the Owners, and likewise the wreck as 
it lay, Severall Commanders of Shipps giving in their Judgements and Opinions 
that ’twas for the Interest and Advantage of the Owners to dispose of her in that 
postnre .... and according she was sold, with the Longboate, for 1500 Rupees 
more.” (Bengal Letter to Court, of 14th Dec. 1694.) 

We give an extract from a letter written a little later (O.C. 5959): 

“Wee observe what your honours write as to maintaining Your Sloop’s Ware 
and Tai’e &ca. by the month, by agreeing with some able masters of Pilotts, and 
if wee can find such people who will undertake it, wee shaU not neglect so profiat- 
ahle a business. The Master of Attendance mentioned to your honours by the 
late Agent &ca. was since approved of by tbe Generali S" Jno; Goldsborotjgh 
as a very necessary man, to whome he gave severall imployments, vizfc. the 
Salting up of provisions for the West Coast &ca., the looking after the Buzzar 
and Streets, and Examining all boats that pass to and fro within our Jurisdic- 
tion, and more perticnlarly hempen manufacture is under his Care, which is 
much improved, and is a place of trust iu which he hath great experience. But 
since it is your honours pleasure that he be Dismist the Service wee have onely 
Deferred it till further orders from Fort St. George, the rather because 
your Honours have Confirmed the alterations made hy the Generali, amongst 
which this is one. Wee Doe really belive your honours have suffered in your 


Councill of Fort St. George have resolved in that doubtfull case, and by 
Consequence we do not know who is our Agent at this time.” {Court's Letter 
to Bengal^ 6th March 1694-5.) 

1 O.C. 5949. 

2 This origin has been indicated by Sir George Birdwood in his interesting 
Report on the Records. But he did not quote the passage. 

^ /.e.j of Sumatra. 
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stores formerly by embczlonients, and the like, for want of a Cai^cftxll and 
knowin{? man such as this is^ who nndp.rstaiidB tho Divor like wise, as well as 
most of oar pillofcs, and often Dos Pillotts worke, when they are otherwise 
imployed.” {Bengal Letter to Court, 15 Juny, 1091-5.) 

A^ery shortly after his return to England Eyre (wdio was knighted 
ITtli December 1099) was reappointed to Bengal wntli ouhanced dignity, 
under the circiiinatances described in the fullowiiig extract of a letter 
to Bengal, of 20th Dec. 1099 : 

“ ’We are now to answ'er yonr Qenprall Letters hy the Tavistock and Anna. 
Bnt first we think fitt to arqiiaint yon that our Agent Mr. Eyees, having arrived 
in the Tavistock, and finding our affaires opposed by those who call themselves a 
New Company ordered by Act of Parliament, of which you have ere now received 
a full account, and the Instrnnionts made use of by that Company being persons 
that got their Broad, and had their rise in our service, particularly S'"; Edward 
Littleton, sent out to manage their Affairs in the Bay of Benoall, our said 
Agent having now recovered a good State of health, has (out of a just but 
unnauall Gratitude) offered his service's to return again to the Bay, not doubting 
but by the Assistance of yon Our Councill to maintaineand increase our Intei-est 
and Eeputation in those Parfc.s, and that AVe may have good and profitable 
Eeturnos of these larg(t Effects We have already sent, and shall continue to send 
you » . . . 

** We have constituted our said Agent (upon whom his Majesty has 

been pleased to confer the honour of Kuiglithood) to bo our President there, and 
Governour of our flbrt &ca. which wo call Feort William: 

The surviving correspondence of this time, at the India Office, is 
exceedingly defective, and I have been able to trace little in it of Sir 
Charles Eyre’s actual assumption of the Government of Fort William. 
This hiatus is to some extent filled up by the contents of private 
letters in the British Aruaeum, which show that Eyre, very shortly after 
his arrival in Bengal, tlirevv up his Presidency, which he held only 
some seven, months, and returned home finally in January 1700-1 (see 
under Beard, junior). ^ 

Eyres (or Eyre) had married Alary, the eldest daughter of Job 
Charuock, whoso epitaph is given at p, dO of vol. i. See also letter to 
Mrs. Eyres (“ Aladam Aress”), given at p. xcv, supra. 

From Sir Edward Littleton Jonathan Winder to the Court of 

Directors of the English Company^ dated “ Hugiy, 4th June 1700.” 

“ . . . . Your Honours Ships, of which non© are yet arrived, tho’ two of the 
Old Companys be, vizt. the Chamhers Friggot, who touched at Oadix and 


^ Capt. Hampton. See last extract. 

^ Mr. Bruce does not seem to have been more fortunate in tracing the 
Presidency of Sir Charles Eyre. He leaves the facts quite obscure, without 
noticing that they are so. 

3 O.C. 7089. 
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arrived tlie 22tli last montli, and the Fame the 27th3i on which theire new Pre- 
sident is, who touched and Stayed at Madkass four dayes in Ms waye hether. 

Wee are not at all abashed att the comeing of theire new President and all 
his traine in respect to your Honours affaires • . . 

Another letter of the same writers (0.0. 7087) to the Council of 
Surat, calls the New President “ S' Charles Ayres”. 

From Sir Charles Eyre to Sir Henry Johnson (from Calcutta, 
but without date of time or place, ^ probably written about 
November 1700). 

“ Most Honoured S'” 

‘‘I am favourM with yours of the 6tli March, and have received the 
Ohariott which I little Expected, and truly will he of no use to me here, how- 
ever I shall send you 2 Returns in Raw Silh hy the Fame according to your 
desire, for the Anna will be a late Shipp, hut hope she will he dispatch’d time 
enough to save her passage about the Cape. Poor Capt. Brydoes Dyed as 
soon as he Arrived in the River, and Capt. Kelly has Administered to his 
Estate according to Capt. Brydues his request before he Dyed. 

‘‘I returne you my humble thanks for your present of the Chest of Clarrett, 
and often drink your health, not forgetting all other favours received from you in 
England. Mr. Beard being willing to Continue President of Bengall, and 
a Strange distemper having seiz’d me ever since I left England, I have chose 
rather to rcturne then Continue in a post of such Consequence, and not able to 
Execute it to the Satisfaction of my Employers, as this present Indisposition has 
Incapacitated me. I have no more to say but to beg the Continuance of your 
favours, which shall always be gratefully acknowledged by 

‘‘Hoior'^ 

Your most obliged humble and faithfull Servant 

Charles Eyre. 

S' Pray returne my humble respects to your Lady, the Lady your Daughter, 
and my Lady Rawstone.” 

Governor Pitt writes to Sir H. Johnson from Madras, Jany. 29th, 
1700-1 : 

« gr Charles calling in here on his return home, which I believe will be no 
less snrprize to you than ’tis to me, I could not omit giving you my services,” etc.® 

The next letter is from Eyre to Governor Pitt, after his arrival in 
England, 4 dated at end “ London, March 18th 1701>2”. 

‘'Honor^i** S': 

After a very troublesome passage it pleas’d God to bring me safe to Old 
England againe, tho’ I thought! once to have perished hy a dreadfull storm 
which took us about 300 Leagues short of the Cape, but by God's Mercy was 
sav'd by Cutting away our Main mast. 


^ The 01(1 Court’s Letters by the Fame are dated Dec. 1699. 
2 B. M. Add. MSS. 22,136, f. 192. 

® Add. MSS. 22,186 (Johnson Papers). 

^ B. M. Add. MSS. 22,851, f. 91. 
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have Comply’d with my Contract in delivering the Eight Bmlses of 
Diamonds to S' Stephen Evance. But Mr. Goulson would not accept of 
your hill of 4000J : But Mr. Dolben with the Advice and Consent of your Dady 
discharg’d the Same, and the Diamonds S' Stephen has expos’d to Sale and has 
made the most of them for your Advantage, hut you will he a Mighty Looser by 
the bargain ; for I understand they were had of the Sorts, and bought very dear 
with you. 

“ The BawSilk by the Clianibers Erigott sold to a very good Account, hut 
Muslins at a very low rate. I am heartily sorry for your loss in the Diamonds, 
hut hope you will stay in the Country and fetch it up, and not come home so soon 
as you expected, for we are all in troubles here by the Death of the King and I 
see no Avoiding a "War with France. 

“ I wish you health and prosperity and Conclude 

“ S', your Faithfull Freind and humble Servant 

‘^Ohaeles Eybe.” 

Another letter from Kliiiit Tale, ex-Govornor of Fort St. George, 
to Governor Pitt, leads ns to suspect tliat the “ strange distemper” in 
Sir Charles Eyre, which put on so strong a semblance of home sickness, 
was really love ! 

“ London the 12th ffoby. IVOl-S. 

sis sH * 

S' Charles Btre arriv’d well, after a troubled Stormy Voyage, to his fair 
Mistress to whom he was more Wellcome then to the Company, who at first hotly 
resented his disap oynting them of his Service, but it soon cool’d to kindness, 
haveing little to say to him ; Soon after which he marryed, and much transported 
in the Sweet embraces of his Mrs : and an advantagious Voyage, I doubt not at 
your and bis India frends Cost, which I am heartily sony for. But loss hy the 
Dyamond Trade is a generall complaint, wherein with the rest I am likely to he 
a Sufferer, and indeed there’s no medling with them except you can buy much 
cheaper then last year . . . 

The suspicion expressed above as to the nature of Eyre’s indisposition 
is confirmed by the following, found since that passage was in type : 

Frojn John Budge, Esq.^ to Governor Pitt, London, the 
17th March 1701»2 : 

)!c * * * * H' * 

I think S': C. E. has not acted the part of a Gentleman towards the Com- 
pany, and could they have Suspected he would have soe soon Return’d, they 
would for certaine never have sent him, at least never have showne him soe 
perticular ffavour as they did, and of which I thinke you have Reason to Com- 
plaine. You will hear said Gentleman is married, being Deeply in Love when 
he went, and that Excuses all.”i 

Putting all the recovered data together, we may safely state that 
Eyre arrived in Bengal as President in May 1700 ; left it again early in 
January 1700-1, and reached England again in the autumn of 1701. 


1 B. M. Add, MSS, 22,849, No. 77. 
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A Mr. John Eyres or Eyre appears in the list of Bengal servants as 
Factor in 1713 ; as Chief at Balasore in Feb. 1717 ; as “ Jemindar” at 
Calcutta in 1720 ; and died there 20fch April 1722. Possibly a son of 
Sir Charles’s ? 


FITZHUGH, WILLIAM. 

“ Mr. William Fitzhuoh, being recommended to tbe Court as a person duly 
qualified as a Merchant to serve the Company in India ; the Court were now 
pleased to entertain the said Mr. Fitzhtjgh to be chief of their Factory at Balla- 
SOBE, and he was now admitted to the Freedom of this Company, at <^660 per 
annum.” (Court Boo\ under date 3rd hTov. 1682.) 

The appointment to Balasore to oh effect on the death of Mr. Byam, 
July 1683 (see a letter of Hiigli Council, dated 16th O.C. hTo. 
4953). 


GAYER, Sir JOHN, This gentleman, like the two other knights 
■who follow him in this alphabetical series of biographical notices, was a 
sea-captain. He is only once named by Hedges, viz., as Commander of 
the Society (p. 65). Our notice of him, though hardly brief, must be 
fragmentary. A full one would demand more space and more time than 
we can now bestow. 

The first mention of Gayer that I find is in the Court Books^ 7th 
April 1682 : 

“ The Owners of the Society ^ presenting Mr, John Gayeb to command the 
said Ship in the room of Captain W. Thomson, who desired leave to stay at 
home. The Court approved thereof, and he was now admitted into the Freedom of 
the Company.” 

3rd June 1692, we find : 

“ Oapt. John Gateb appointed Governour of the Port and Island of Bombay. 
And to have such other employment and characters conferred upon him as this 
Court shall hereafter think fit.” (Court Booh, of the date.) 

In 1693, when a commission was issued to Sir John Goldsborougb, 
already Commissary- General, etc., of the Company’s settlements, as 
‘‘ General and Commander -in-Chief, &ca.,” a commission was also 
issued to Gayer (who had been knighted on the 18th March), under 
date lOth April : 

'' Constituting and ordaining him to be our Lieutenant-Generall, Governour of 
Bombay, and Birectore-in-CMef of all our Affaires and ffactoryes, &c. &c. . . . 
next and under Our Generali Sir John GoLnsBOBOUGH,” 

and also appointing him to succeed to the higher post in case of 
the death of the said General. He came out, after that casualty, 
Governor of Bombay and General, reaching the Indian coast at 
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Calicut 5th March 1693-4, and there hearing of the death of Golds- 
horougliA 

Sir John Gayer’s tenure of oflice was greatly prolonged ; but ho had 
fallen on evil times, and the prosperity of his rule Imre no proportion 
to its duration. The disasters chiefly sprang from the pi'oceedings of 
the Company’s rivals, legitimate and illegitimate, in the race for the 
acquisition of wealth in the Indian seas. For the uncliartered or inter- 
loping trade developed on the one hand into piracy, and on the other 
into the growth of an antagonist Company, sanctioned by the King and 
Parliament. 

There was groitnd for the plea, which the advocates and loyal agents 
of the East India Oomiiany often used against the interlopers”, that 
the characters of trader in that kind and of inrate w’-ere apt to bo 
interchanged ; and in those latter years of the 17th century the Indian 
seas were infested to an extent probably unparalleled, l)efore or since, by 
European pirates. One of the most notorious of these was the famous 
Captain Kidd, who had been sent out in the employment of an associa- 
tion formed professedly to suppress the rovers, but who fotuid it more 
to his taste to take up the trade himself. Another noted pirate was 
Every, or Every, or Avory, whose seizure and plunder of a great IVIogul 
shi 2 > on her way from Surat to Mocha, laden with pilgrims, created a 
tremendous excitement in Mahommedan India, leading to the iinj)rison- 
ment^ by the Mogul Governor, of President Annesley, of Surat, with 
others of the Company’s English servants at Surat, Swally, and Broach, 
And for years this charge of complicity with the pirates was made a 
handle of exaction against the English Companies by the native 
authorities. Evory is mentioned more than once by Captain Alexander 
Hamilton, 2 who says that the pirates first tried to establish a fortified 
settlement on Perim Island, at the mouth of the Bed Sea, and after- 
wards on St. Mary’s Isle, ofi Madagascar, A curious memorial of this 
man survives in the India Kecords, among papers that had been trans- 
mitted from India^ : 

“ February ye : 28tli 169i ” (s?c). 

“ To all English Commanders left this Sattisffye that I was Biding here att 
this Instant in ye: Ship fancy man of Warr formerly the Charles of ye Spanish 
Expedition who departed from Croniac^ ye 7th of May ; 94 ; Being and am Now 
in A Ship of 46 : guns 150 j Men and bound to Seek our fortunes- I have never 
as Yett Wronged any English or Dutch Nor never I intend whilst I am Com- 
mander wherefore As I Commonly Speake w‘^‘ all Ships I desire who Ever Comes 
to y'j pemsal of this to take this Signall that if you or any whome you may 
informe are desirous to hnoww‘; wee are att a Distance then make yonr Antient 
np in a Ball or Bundle and hoyst him att ye Mizon peek ye Mizon Being furled I 


1 O.C. 5912. 

2 Nm Account j ed. 1744, i, 48, 147. 

3 O.C. 6981. 


^ Qii., Goruila ? 
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Shall answere ye Same : and Never Holiest you : for my men are hungiy 
Stout and Resolute : and Should they Exceed my Desire I cannott help my Selfe 
as yett : An Englishmans friend ‘‘ Heistrt Every. 

There is 160 : od french Armed men now att Mohil LA who waits for Opper- 
tuniety of getting Aney Ship, take Care of your Selves.” 

The Court’s Letters during those years (1694: seqq.) contain numerous 
references to this subject, e.g. : 

From the Court to “ Our Generali and Oouncill of India”, dated 17th 
July 1696 : 

“ Upon the Advice you gave us in your Letter of the 28th May 1695, which 
we received by an Overland Conveyance the 10th of Aprill last, that one Every 
a Pyratt, being at Johanna in a ship called the ffancy, formerly the Gharles, 
carrying 46 guns and 130 men, and the liklyhood there was of her Sailing 
into the Red Sea, and after ransacking the Gulph proceeding] to Persia, and 
do[ing] all the Mischief he can there, which you fear may procure infinite Clamours 
at SiTRRAT, and be followed with an Embargo from the Government of all we 
have there, We thereupon made an Address to their Excellencies the Lords 
Justices of England, that have the present Administration of the Government 
during the Kings absence in eelanders, who have been pleased to issue out a 
Proclamation in his Majestys name for apprehending the said Evert and his 
Ship, promising a reward of ^500 .... You will herewith receive of the 

said Proclamations by this Ship which we would have published with all due 
solemnity in all our ffactoryes ♦ . . . ” 

Again : 

To the same, 7th August 1696^ 

We understand by a Youth that is lately come to London, who went out in 
the QJiarles alias ffancy. That Everybs Company consisted of 52 eerench, 
14 Danes, the rest English, Scotch, and Irish, had pillaged severall Danish 
Ships on the Coast of Guiney, some English Ships on the Isle of May, besides 
their Robberies and villainous Practices on the Gonsway and other Ships in the 
Red Sea belonging to the Subjects of the Great Mogol, which we cannot 
think of without astonishment and Detestation, being highly sensible of the sad 
Circumstances our President and Oouncill and ffactors at Surratt are iindei* on 
this occasion, and the evill Consequences that may happen to our affairs there . . . 

“ We observe the Prudent Methods you have used in writing to Court, as 
also to the Governour and chief Gnibraivs, and the cogent arguments therein 
used for vindicating the Innocency of the English Nation from any such 
barbarous actions, in order to the regaining the Liberty of our Presidents and 
Servants at Surratt .... 

“The ffancy^s Company had been at the Isle of Providence, where 
they had left their Ship and took Passage for Europe in severall Sloops, Two of 
them are lately come to Ireland, where they are seized, and one other of the 
villains is taken at Rochester, and will no doubt be speedily brought to 
J ustice . . . . ” 

Again, in 1699, came the forerunners of the New (or English) East 
India Company, speedily followed by Sir Nicholas Waite as Presi- 
dent and King’s Consul, a gentleman who, like a large number of 
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other servants of the New Company, was a dismissed agent of the Old 
one. 

The servants of the Old (or London) Company refused in any way 
to recognise the new men, or even the i^osition and authority of Sir 
William Norris, who came out as King William's ambassador to the 
Great Mogul ; whilst Waite, who was most intemperate and unscrupu- 
lous, turned every engine against the Old Company and its servants ; 
not even hesitating, it would appear, to make capital of the native 
excitement about piracy, and to charge that crime ui)on his rivals. The 
native government was ready enough to take advantage of these 
rivalries between the Englishmen. The ambassador had arrived lOth 
Dec. 1700, convoyed by four King’s ships. It w^as not enough that a 
contest in bribery began between the agents of the two Companies ; but in 
consequence, as it would seem, of Waite’s representations and charges, 
Sir John Gayer, who had in an evil hour left his stronghold at Bombay 
and come to Swally, to aid in adjusting the disputes of President Colt 
with the Governor of Surat, was arrested there, along with Lady Gayer 
and some of his Council, by a body of native troops, removed to Surat, and 
there confined to the Factory. This confinement, with some temporary 
suspension, endured for years. In fact Sir John was still in confine- 
ment in the beginning of 1709, when the Companies had been finally 
welded together, as appears from President Aislabie’s letter of the 5th 
January 1508-9, from which I shall copy a passage among the extracts 
of the records given a little further on. Indeed, as that part of the old 
correspondence from India which survives, in any state of arrangement, 
terminates with a few papers of the year in question, the curtain falls, as 
it were, upon Sir John Gayer, still a prisoner at large ■within the walls of 
Surat Factory, and I have been able to find no record of his release, or 
of Ms further history. 

Poor Sir John Gayer did not suffer only from such serious adversaries 
as Mahommedan Governors and insolent agents of a rival Company ; 
the records also transmit him in a somewhat ludicrous picture drawn by 
his own hand, of the manner in which he was worried by a foolish 
countrywoman, the widow of Sir John Child, one of Gayer’s predeces- 
sors as General ” of the Company, and afterwards wife of George 
Weldon, his Deputy in the Government of Bombay. Perhaps an 
apology is due to my readers for printing this trivial document, but it is 
a bit of domestic comedy such as we can hardly match from these old 
papers, and I take pleasure in lighting upon anything that helps to bring 
before us our Anglo-Indian forerunners of the 17th century, iu their 
hahit as they lived. The document bears no address, but it was appar- 
ently written to account for Mr. Weldon’s sudden resignation of office. 
Whether it actually was sent to the Court I cannot say, but its survival 
among the records of the office seems to imply that it was : 
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Bombay Castle, y" 10th June, 1095. ^ 
This morning the Et. Worsp”: Gteorge Weldon comeing over to Conncill 
as customary, a little after he was sate downe in the Consultation Eoome, ere 
Wee entred upon any business : he said, to the best of my remembrance, that his 
servants had been denyed a quarts of Mutton of what was prepared for the 
Table, when they were sent for it, and supposed ’twas not done by my orders ; 
therefore desired that I would send for the Cooke and Steward. I reply ed there 
had severall Complaints been made to me how his Worships Servants had many 
times sent for Victualls that was brought in for the Companys Table, and that 
when it was not lik^t of, ’twas bro^t : backe againe, which was that that gave 
great occasion of offence to them that was to eate it afterwards. Also that if it 
was not extraordinary meat, the best joints or peeces, they would never have 
none ; he replyed that he ordered his servants to bring him none except it was 
ffatt, and that if they came for any and brought it back again ’twas without his 
order. To which I replyed that then his servants were to blame. But to 
satisfie him I sent for the Cooke and ask’t what past between him and his 
Worships Servants. To which he answered that he had killed a Sheep which, 
being better than ordinary, his worships servants came as Customary for a hind 
quarter, and he told them that the Companys Table was soe great by reason of 
the addition of ffactors, writers and Apprentices, bylthe Agency, JlfocTia ffrig‘‘ and 
Tonqueen, that he could not spare a quarter. Upon which his Woi’ship replyed 
that he said more, and that his servant could testifie it. But his servant being 
called in Said noe more then the Cooke ; At which his worship was displeased, 
and said he would send for noe more ; to which I replyed he might doe as he pleased, 
and afterwards in discourse 1 said there would noe great evill ensue thereon ; 
Afterwards wee hetooke onr Selves to puhlicke husiness, and noe more of this 
was mentioned.” 

“ Bombay Castle, the 12th June 1695. 

“ In the morning before 8 a cloeke my Lady Child came over to my Lodgeings, 

I being in my writeing room. She sent for me, telling the messenger she 
desier’d to speake with me. I presently went to her, where found her full 
freighted. She tells me that if I would hearken to little Stories of my Cooke and 
Servants to make breaches between ns She must forbear comeing over to us. I 
told her I had given her noe occasion for a breach, and had too much business to 
hearken to little Stories, were I soe Inclined. She replyed that I had, by the 
Cooke denying her Servants victualls when she sent for it, and that her servants 
told her that the Cooke should say that my wife had ordered him to say that they 
had Occasion for the whole Sheepe, for the Company’s Table, which on Conci- 
dei'ation of the above mentioned (their often fetching and returning of Victualls, 
and excessive Glamourousness for the Ohoyce of all, my Wife did say was true) 
hut as Soone as the Cooke came up and told her of wbat he had done, that she 
ordered they should have a hind quarter. Accordingly the Cooke sent word they 
might have it, hut my Lady returned Answer, that she would not have any, being 
denyed. She alsoe multiplyed abundance of words. Saying that She never 
expected to have been served Soe by me, nor did they that sent mo out^ thinke I 
would have done Soe by her ; that I and my wife had very much affronted her in 
many things. I replyed that this Accusation was in Generali tearmes, to which 
I could not make any Defence, otherwise than to assert that wee had in noe 


1 Probably they that sent him out” meant Sir Josia Child, the lady’s 
brother-in-law. 
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wise injured her respect beyond what any elco would; that I never sought 
after the fmployment I came out in, that I had certainly borne that from her 
&ca. ; that none in my circnm stance besides would hare done, but Tipon her 
urging the great abuses that was offered her, I desiered her to bo perticular 
and tell me wherein I had once offended her. She told mo that Beverall persons 
had told her and her Husband that they durst not como to their House for fear 
of disobligeing me. T answered her that them that gave her such Information 
were very falco, and that I did believe that none hut Kr. Spbigg would he guilty 
of Such an untruth. She repiyed that She would not mention whom they were 
that did say this, because they had dependanco on me, hut I know full well from 
whom It proceeded, to witt from the fore mentioned, for having found him extra- 
ordinarily to frequent his worship’s house even to a neglect of me, and thereby 
taking liberty to doe what was not convenient, pleading Gnstomo <&ca,, I told 
him that if he did continue soe to doe, I would take other measures with him, 
notwithstanding whomsoever he had to backe him, and I further said, that he 
might goe over and flege (P) as he used to doe and tell his worship what I had said. 
After this my Lady vented a great deale against my wife that she had affronted 
her, and that I had not been soe good as my promiss to adjust her accompts, to 
which I repiyed that I had told his worship that as soon as the Ships were 
despatoh’t I would sett about* it, and was now ready to doe it when he would 
come over, but that before I had not time, business lying wholly npon me, for 
want of assistance. She repiyed that they did not deaigne to come over againe, 
seeing their comeing was soe troublesome. I answered that I had not given them 
any occasion thus to Speake, but they might doe as they pleased in that matter. 
My Lady was pleased to make use of many other aggrevating words, and told me 
that Mr. Weldon" had never continued in his Station on my arrivall, had it not 
been through her perswasion to serve the Company, I repiyed that I knew little 
that he had served them in since my comeing more than comeing over to Councill 
on Coiincill days, which I esteemed a very small business for a Deputy Governour. 
She repiyed that was as much as any Deputy Governour ever did. I told her 
that I knew to the Contrary, and thinke small occasion for one of such a Charge 
to the Company if noe more to he done by him, A groat deals more was Said 
too tedious for me to insert, but the result of all was that it was not fitt for her 
and her Husband to come over to the Fort any more,’ but the best way to live at 
peace was for Mr. Weldon to keepe at home and doe his owne business. I 
repiyed that if he was soe at her disposall. She might doe with him as She 
■pleased. However I was resolved not to take the Answer at the Womans hand, 
but at four afternoon haveiug.a Generali Letter for Sdbatt, ready to be signed, 
I sent it over to him as Customary, which he returned unsigned with the following 
lines. This is the substance of what past to the best of my remembrance, which 
was the great breach that caused my Lady to dismiss her Husband of the Com- 
pany s Service, when God knows if I had a thousand times more occasion to 
[have] begun with them, his Worship haveing done little more then his owne 
business ever since I came on the place.” 

The “lines” with which Deputy-Governor Weldon sent back the 
“ General Letter”: 

“Bt. HonbleS'' 

intend not to conoerne my selfe any more in puhlique affairs, my 
reasons for which I shall give my Bt. H, masters when soe happy as to see them 
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wliicli I hope will be in noe long time, therefore returne the letter without read- 
ing or Signing 

Bt. Honble S'" Your Servt. 

“ B-bat, ye 11th June, 1695. Geobg-e Weldon.” 

All that I have found from the Court touching Mr. Weldon’s dis- 
missal is this : 

'•^It seems Mr. Geobge Welldon our late Deputy Governour gave you very 
short notice of his quitting that Sbation and our Employment. It will be some 
Satisfaction to us to know the reason of his so doing” (Letter to Bombay, ’/th 
August 1696). 

Before his unlucky migration to Surat, Sir John Gayer had desired 
to throw u]) his office and return home, as appears from the following 
letter, written with little foreboding of the years of confinement before 
him : 

“Sir John Gateb to the Sortble. the Gouernour, the Worshipfull the Deputy- 
Gonertioitr and Committees of the Bt. Sonhle, Bast India Qompanyt 
dated 

“ Bombay Castle, Aug. the 18th, 1699 : 

“ May it please your Honours, God hauing been pleased, in the space of 26 
months lafist past to visit me with sundry severe fits of sicknesse, and I being 
seized this raines with a violent feaver, which lasted at most three weeks, to the 
apparent hazard of my life, I finde my selfe under a necessity of repeating my 
humble petition to your Honours, for my discharge, hoping that you will be 
pleased to consider that I have already been more than five years on this un- 
healthy Island, which, if I mistake not, is longer than any of my Predecessors 
have been, and the troubles that I have conflicted with while here Your Honours 
cannot but be sencible of j therefore hope you will not esteeme this my humble 
request Vnroasonable, but that you will be pleased to grant me the favor of 
returning to my native Oountrey for the preservation of my life, which perhaps 
cannot be prolonged any considerable longer time here. 

» Honble. Srs, 

“ Your Honours most dutifull and ffaithfull servant, 

‘^Jno: Gaybb.” 

The Court of the Old Company to “ Our Generali and Councill of 
India, residing at Bombay or Suratt,” under date 3d Jan. 1704-5, 
thus refer to Sir John’s captivity : 

“ Could we once hear you our Generali and the rest of our people at Surbatt 
were well gotten to Bombay, as we hope you are ere now, it would in great 
measure metigate our present uneasiness. We must do you the justice to aay 
you have behaved yourselves like men of Resolution Probity and Zeal to 
our Service, to boar up under the savage treatment you have met withall, and 
not to give your consent to part with any of our Estate to those barbarous 
Oppressors . . . 

Sir John Gayer and Council, in letters of March 31st and April 25th, 
1706, give a frightful picture of the state of Guzerat, and the country 
between Surat and Alimedabad, at that time, when Aurangzeb’s death 
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was near, and the whole region was given up to anarchy and the ravages 
of the “ Sivajees'’ ( 2 .^., Mahratfcas) and other plunderers, whilst the 

Cooleys” were playing the same part at Cambay and elsewhere, and 
had plundered and burnt Brodera (Baroda), Neriad, Daboy (Dhaboi), 
and many other places.^ 

'‘Letters from Court of ten days date advise that this Governour haveing 
wrote the King that the Hatmen are grown very proud, and that the only way 
to humble ’em, and bring ’em to his feet, is to stop their trade in all parts of Ms 
dominions, he hath accordingly issued out his orders for the execution of the 
said project . . . 

Gayer and Council to the Courts dated Suratt, Nov. 12th, 1706 : 

“ Since the departure of the Hoioland we have been clear of Guards, but none 
of this ffactory, the new ffactory, nor of the ferench factory are permitted to 
goe without the Gates . . . 

Sb^ John Gayer to the Old Cornpamj^ dated “ Suratt, 

March the 1st 1706-7.” 

“ May it please your Honours : 

“ Supposing the Ewrope may not depart Bombay ere this arrives, I shall 
add what has lately occur’ d. Sundry letters to divers persons in this Town 
within the Compass of three days affirme that the Sun of this Hemesphere is set 
and that the Star of the 2d. Magnitude being under his Meridian and in his place 
in the Ecliptick (while above the Horizon) is exalted to his Orb in the heavens. 
What will ensue on this change of firmamentary lights God only knows j but tis 
fear’d that that of the first Magnitude, tho’ under a Eemoter Meridian and distant 
place in the Ecliptick, will strugle to exalt; it self tho under disadvantages by 
Beason of the Eemoteness from the former Sunns place and want of its warme 
influence, ’tis also added that that of tho 2d. Magnitude is preparing for a Swift 
Eace to tho Equinoxiail Point of this Heaven where these Celestiall Bodies 
receive their full light, 

“Tour Honours will I presume from Bombay have a particular account of 
the growth of the Seveejbe Oai^ajee Aistoba, there ill and near Neighbour ; 
be has lately taken a Ship belonging to Mr. MiLDMAYand your Honours Broker 
at Cabwar, a Ship of the Botjohebs of about 200 Tons, her cargo amounting 
to 70,000 rupees, the Diamond of Madbass carrying 12 guns and twenty-six 
Europeans, her Cargo worth near two Lack of rupees, one of the Island 
Munchuas, another Ship of about two hundred tons to whome belonging I don’t 
yet hear ; and a Butch Hoigh, man’d with about 26 Dutchmen ; besides 
Sundry other Small vessells, there is also a fresh Pirat Started up this year from 


^ O.C. 8448, and 8461. 2 8451. 

3 Sir John, imprisoned in the factory, and afraid lest his letter should fall 
into wrong hands, discourses of the death of Aurangzeb (21st February), and 
the probable strife between his sons, in astronomical figures. The star of the 
second magnitude maybe Prince A’zam Sh4b, who aspired to succeed, and was 
in the Deccan, whilst that of the first magnitude is the eldest son, Prince 
Mu’azzam (or Sh4h ’Alam), who was then in Kabul, and who did actually 
prevail, and reign as Bahadur Sh4h. 
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Mabag-ascar wRo iiatla taken near Moco Dorothy of Madrass, a Gallic ut 
Ship of 400 Tons, Capt, Staoby in tiis JEetcb. forgiveness j and a Small Portit- 
GUEEZE Ship belonging to Damon ; withall they have greatly inriched themselves 
and ’tis much to he fear’d So many Ships being gon and going to Jgdba and 
Mocha this year that -we Shall have a bad account of Some of them next August 
or September 

‘‘ I am Honble Sirs 

“ Your Honours Most Dutifiill and ffaithfull Servt 

Jno. Gayer.” 

The next extract is a specimen of the style of the malignant, wrong- 
headed, and muddle-headed Sir Nicholas Waite.i Mis letters are all, so 
far as I have gone into them, of this character, far surpassing in loose- 
ness of texture anything of Mrs. Nickleby’s, and are genentlly, it seems 
to me, in his own holograph. 

From Sir Nicholas Waite to the New Company^ dated 
(0.0. 8515.) “Bombay Castle, March 3rd, 1706 7. 

S|« HS * * }|« :je 

“16. I humbly intreat you’l excuse by the Ship Durope that arrived from 
Persia but the 30th Jany : and her goods to repack my repetition parte which 
has yeares past been wrote your Honours and was manifest truth before God and 
Man and then faithfully reply unto what every one of you Honoured Srs. may 
judge fact if you please heartily sorry wh : expected a reward of for my inde- 
faticable and faithfull Services to read and hear the vexatious contests that has 
been introduc’t into any of your Courts by what past at Sixratt and since my 
comeing to this Island not executing the Managers orders which as matters 
occur’ d hin wrote them and what I could to your Honours. 

“17. If Messrs. Proby and Bonneil as I advis’d your Honours they pro- 
mis’d to transmit copie our Consultations to the 7th ; 9ber : 1704 by the 
Rochester would have evinc’t y* whole world, Sr. Jno: Gayer &ca: was under 
restraint by the Empexours orders for demands upon that Pactory not mate- 
rial! whether to their Breakers or other Merchants being the Prengh and 
Dutch had been yeares from Year to Year (hut at noe time in Cbaines as the 
old Factory was before I arrived) Shutt up within their Paetorys till Last 
forcibly ajusted (? asserted) their liberty of which wrote Yeax’es and months past 
as matters offered to your Honours and the Managers and by the Howland went 
what I see was omitted by the Rochester to both Courts and informed in our 
letter to said Court of Managers Copie of declaration Signed and entered in our 
Consultation booke before I left Shratt by Messrs. Proby and Bend all, 
Bonneil and Wyche, that S^ Jno: Gayer could not come downe to Bombay 
which excluded him as they therein say the United Service, and that if I was at 
liberty to goe was the next Person named and apointed by the Managers their 
Generali and Governor at Bombay otherwise Should not have taken upon mee 
a hazardous Journey and vexatious trouble for a knowne precaripus and unpro- 
ffitable Airy Peather in this unhealthfull ruin’d Island upon any other account 
then Securing your Separate Stock and Safety of the present and future Trade 


Waite had been dismissed by the Old Company for miscondixct at 
Bantam. {Court to Surat^ 16th Nov. 1683.) 


I 
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aa I wrote your Hononrs wlio liad by Said Ship and Mountaf/n^ from me Copied 
by Mr. Obow wbat Consultations bad not been antecedently transcribed by said 
two Gentlemen for reasons best knowne to tliemselres wbo some months past 
against their owne handwriteing upon their consiences there entered and Signed 
in your Consultation Booke and mouths after I came to Bombay in their 
generall Letter to mee and Councill transmitted the managers confirmeing 
Sr Johns imprisonment as aforesaid j yet after Rustomjbe was disraist and to 
obviate our Charge of Indigo over vallued &ca: joined with Sr John to corro- 
borate what he had often aserted home that he had been detained by my bribeing 
the Government when in Subatt: which if fact why was tKe ffbengh and 
Butch under restraint or S'" Jno : &ca. not free and at liberty, since my come- 
ing hether 9ber 1701, to leave that Oitty and Bmharko when and where they 
pleased (tho the Butch who was upon other circumstances for their liberty) 
because S’" Jho •. &ca : in Gods truth are to this day under confinement, pro- 
bably not within their Factory Gates purohao’t as Messrs. Pbobey andBoNNEiu 
wrote us and as informed your Honours before the Boioland sailed and am sorry 
the Honble : old Company are very untowardly lead to their Coat and noe little 
dishonour YouT find to the English nation with Eronious Sciuhlings and not one 
particular to be otherwise proved by the whole Earth if Publickly examined on 
the place as was desired in writeing by mee and Messrs. Pbobey and Bonneil 
what related to our Factory of Jno : Gaykb &ca. before I left that Oitty and 
sent both Courts by the Rochester. 

“ 18. And in Subatt, and immediately after came to Bombay wrote the 
Gentlemen of the old Factory wee was alwayes ready if they was under any 
restraint infomiod us the causes thereof to take proper methods obtaining their 
liberty reed : for reply warm frail reflections Copies sent the Managers by the 
Rochester and Hoxoland and since the Aurungzehe arriv’d renewed what ante- 
cedentes offered in great respect to the Honhlo : Old Company and the Managers. 
See in my directions, and not yet one line from said Gentlemen. 

* ^ ^ H5 

*‘23. The same day tho Aurungxeeh arrived 10th; Janr^; transmitted what 
the Managers wrote relating to Subatt, avoiding wee hoped every introduction 
to an Independency or other evills upon the receipt of which Mr. Pboby 
resigned as he sayes his chair to Mr. Bendall who declared himself President 
with a Councill Messrs. Pboby 2d: Wyche 3d: Boone ‘ith: and almost carryed 
it to remove to the old Factory independent of Bombay and have wrote ua and 
doe preremptory and fraily in unhecomeing words by a second letter insist to 
send them up said Ship and hir Stock with what else in Bombay to be sold at 
Subatt and provide goods for Europe and doubted not but could procure a 
good frieght for said ship to Persia without otherwise mentioning what Suines 
or Sume, then that a Butch Ship was there loading at 23 Rups. n‘ each bale and 
another belonging to the Porte for less .... 

* sit fH >i« « 

“25. Sufficient Stone is prepared to Cover the Fort house (years past rotten) and 
to pave and finish the severall other darke holes under the house into Warehouses 
and pave the Battee and Corn Store roome and the fower Bastions and Curtains 
.... with what else remaines unavoidably to be built Leaving this Island and 
conveniencys for their Trade wiU not doubt there being forwarded by the new 
Generall asserted from Subatt will be apointed by next Ships or what other 
Tytle the Managers pleases probably more to Sattisfaction then what my labours 
has either done or am capable to direct under the managers past and present 
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vexatious discouragements. Since I came to India besides tbe great ease it may 
give to Snob who are angry at my Stay in this Begerly mined but fertiil Island 
where I have not yet received one penny Sallary or had or will have under my 
charge 6d: in treasure or goods belonging to the United Trade during my stay 
as you may please to read in our Consultations from the first day I arrived in 
Bombay till this day because with Cod’s assistance I will keep myselfe clear in 
every matter that may be possible in Mans power to prove against mee.” 

In the next letter of the Old Company below, they intimate to poor 
Sir J ohn that his adversary had been removed, but that Mr. Aislabie 
(Deputy Governor at Bombay) had been appointed General in his 
place, as unfortunately Sir John, being a captive, could not take up that 
position! Cold comfort for Sir John, accompanied, too, with an insinua- 
tion that he might have got his liberty, if he had not stood so much on 
the punctilios of release ! 

A passage in a letter of Governor Pitt’s shows how that shrewd 
personage regarded Sir Nicholas Waite (O.C. 8460) ; 

“If your selves did hear what Character in this place there is given of Bom- 
bay, aud the Person that is att the head of your Affairs there, you wou’d not 
blame his (Mr. Brabourne’s)Befusal,^ for I have hearde severall say that they 
had rather be a private Oentenell in Pobt St. Cboroe then io serve as Second 
under Sr. Nicholas ; and if itt be true, what all say that come thence, I can 
make no pther judgment (I wish I may be mistaken) then that^he’ll mine all, and 
yett I hear he’s the New Companys Saint, and such may they always have , . . . ” 
(Couernor Pitt to the Old Gomjpany, Sept. 19, 1706.) 

The Court of the Old Company to Sir John Gayer, 20fch April 1708 : 

“Wee have at last by Our Managers application prevailed to have S’ Nicho- 
las Waite displaced, and the Council at Bombay to be settled, vizt, Mr. 
Aislabie, Generali .... By this removall of S’ Nicholas and new establish- 
ment of the Council we have good reason to believe that the former animositys 
will he removed and a new Scene open for the generall benefit of the United 
Trade, and that they will now pursue heartily the Managers directions by the 
Aurvmgzeeb by contributing their utmost for your liberty. 

“ It has been a great unhappyness that you have been all this while at Stjbatt, 
and we feel the misfortune of your absence from Bombay. Several persons of 
all sorts that have come from Subatt, such as wish you well among others, 
have assured us that it was no difficult matter for you to have got away to 
Bombay, especially at the Expence of a ^iscasli^ so as you had gon Privately, 
and not with Drums beating and Colours flying, We know not what to say to 
these accounts, and were it not that we can’t think you ever can be in love with 
staying there, these assurances would have made great impressions. There is an 
uncertain report by way of TtTBHEY that all the English had left Surat. 
Would to God if were confirmed ...” 


1 Mr. Brabourne, whom the Old Company wished to be Deputy- Governor 
of Bombay under the United Company, writes a letter to the former (O.C., 
No. 8465), dated Fort St. George, Oct. 6, 1705, giving his reasons for declin- 
ing, which, in substance, are that he could not stand service under Sir Nicholas 
Waite. 
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The Court of the Old Company /o WiLLixVM Aislabie^ Esq., (appointed) 
General of Bombay (same date) : 

Yon will niiderstand by tbe Generali Letters wrote yon by the Court of 
Managers .... that yon are appointed to be their General and that S" Kic- 
HOLAs Waite is displaced and turned out of their Service .... what wo have 
more particularly at present to recommend to you is that yon will zealously 
espouse our Interest in such matters as concern our Separate affairs and in an 
especiall manner , . . . relating to the getting S' J ohn Gayer and our people 
at SuBATT their perfect liberty .... and that you communicate to as many of 
the Councill at Bombay as were originally in our Service our desires that they 
follow S' John Gayebs Oi’dors in all such matters as concern our remaining 
Estate .... for we have a great dependanee on his fidelity and experience, and 
let them also in a proper way know our desires before mentioned tonebing 
S' John’s realease, wherein, if they show a ready willingness and continued 
Zeal, they will effectually recommend themselves to us, and engage us to Con- 
tinue that respect which they may plainly perceive wo had for them in this new 
establishment of the Bombay Councill. 

Wee are willing to believe that they were before overawed or misled by 
S' Nicholas, but his power being now at End, we persuade ourselves they will 
by their actions evidence that they are now men of a hotter temper, and do truly 
sympathize with the Sufferings of their brethren at Sub ATT, and will heartily 
concur in all proper measures for their release from that barbarous oppression,” 

The following extracts from letters of the new General or President 
Aislabie to Surat, and to the Old Company, reveal a fact entirely over- 
looked by Bruce in his Annals^ and not mentioned by Mill, or (so far 
as I am aware) by any other historian of British India, viz., that Waite’s 
violence and perversity had reached such a pitch that his Council had 
put him in confinement, before the orders of the Court of Managers for 
his dismissal arrived. But of this interesting transaction (also alluded 
to in a letter of Mr. Samuel Annesley’s with which the present extracts 
conclude) we have no details, as the “ General Letter’^ to the Managers, 
to which Mr. Aislabie refers, in his letter to the Old Court, is not to be 
found in the India Office collection : 

“Prom Mr. William Aislabie to the Wor8hi2'>full Wm. Pboby, Esqre, 
and the rest of the Qouncell 0 / India In SubattA 

(Dated at end) “Bombay Castle ye 4th Jany. 1708-9. 

“ Gent”, This serves to Enclose Copy of a letter wrote me by the Court of 

Directors for the separate affairs of the English Company which 

when you have Perused desire you will give me the true State of their affairs 
in SuBATT with your opinions, I being at present wholly a stranger thereto and 
by reason of S' Nicholas Confinement and his Papers under Seal cannot as yett 
have account thereof from him. I likewise desire your opinions concerning 
S' Nicholas Waite ; he has requested by those Gentlemen whom I sent oner to 
him with his Letters from Europe to he released and leave to go home on the 
Aurengsie'b, Your answer I desire as soon as possible.” 


1 O.C. 8551. 
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Also Aislabie writes to the Old Company, 5th Jany. 1708-9 

I am not unsensible that your Honours Interest has greatly suffered by the 
Male Administration of S’" Nicholas Waite, whose untoward actions in the 
management of the United Affaires drove me to do what I have done for the 
releif of their Interest, particularly mentioned in Generali Letter and papers to 
the Court of Managers by this Conveyance ; which had it been omitted till receipt 
of their advices by Ship Tavistoclc very much question whether should have bin 
able or in being to have put their Honours orders in Execution. ”2 

Governor Pitt also says, in a letter to Mr. H. Nightingale, dated 
Febry. 4, 1708-9 (B.M. Add. MSS. 22,849, No. 77) : 

You’l hear that the Council of Bombay confin’d S'”; Nicholas before the 
arrivall of the Ships, an account of which I had from the French, and a Trans- 
late thereof comes inclos’d.” .... 

The Court of Directors for the Separate A ffairs of the Enolish Company, i^c, 
to Sh Nicholas Waite, dated 20th April 1708 : 

♦ sjs isjc -M- Ht !{< 

“We cannot omitt to acquaint you that the Court of Mannagers have thought 
fitt to discontinue you from being their Generali of Bombay, as wee Suppose yoix 
will bee informed from them by these Ships, You have hitherto preserved our 
Affaires from being intermixed or embroyled by those of the Old Company, for 
which good Seruice we thank you.” 

A further passage from President Aislabie’s letter to the Old Court, 
from which the p)enultimate extract is taken : 

“ Your Honours may thereby Judge of my Zeal to serve you and my readiness 
to redeem S' John Gayer from Captivity is apparent by my advices to Sttratt 
and Letter to the Governor declareing no business could go on till he had his 
release. Copies of which is Inclosed to the Court of Managers, Sr. John Gayer 
writes me he had favourable Answers from the Governor, and promises of his 
liberty, bnt by a Letter received from him Yesterday find in some measure these 
hopes are vanisht. I have likewise wrote him to desire his advice what might be 
the most proper methods to be vsed for his redemption, which shall have due regard 
to. Copie of his letter to me and mine to him on that purpose is enclosed. 

When those apointedof the Councill, and originally in your Honours Service, 
repairs hither, shall communicate to them your Honours earnest desires for the 
relief of J ohn Gayer, and doe asnre your Honours nothing in my Power 
shall be wanting to effect it, tho’ am apprehensive it will be a most difficult task, 
and may require positive orders for the vse of force, as well for that as the obtain- 
ing Your Honours rights there j which the Butch have succeeded in.” 

I shall conclude the extracts under the heading of “ Sir John Gayeh” 
with a long, but, as it seems to me, interesting letter from Mr. Samuel 
Annesley, au ex-President for the Old Company at Surat. 


1 0.0. 8652. 

2 The letters by the Tavistoch were those from the Court of the Old Com- 
X:)any, and from the Court of Managers of the United Oomfiany, announcing 
the dismissal of Sir N. Waite. 
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The Court-Books and Letter- Books show that Mr. Annesley had been 
removed from his office by their orders, dated 13th May, 1G98. In 
these they write : 

. . . We observe the late Govemour doe Justly blame the President, and also 
the Breakers for their many and great Abuses .... Our late President Mr. 
Annesley has for 2 or 3 years past, filled us with Expectation of large Returns 
and Particulars of Goods already bought and provided for Embarkation, but 
when our Ships arrived, Wee find nothing of anyYalluo from him, but imetence of 
Obstruction from the Breakers and our Creditors, whereas we have too nauch 
reason to believe that the noise of those Obstructions, and our Debt is made much 
greater then it really is, and that not only the Breakers, but the Pi’osideut 
himself are our greatest Creditors, under other names, and the only Obstructors of 
our busyness, 

“Upon the whole matter, as things have been managed .... we cannot 
believe any man would bring our Affairs into or keep us thus continuing in thick 
Darkness, if he had not a Design notoriously to deceive us, and did live in any 
practice of such Deceipt, from whence we conclude expostulating blaming repre- 
manding &ca. as our letters have proved already ineffectiiall, so they will never 
cure that desperate Malady our busyness lyes under at Suebatt, and Therefore 
we have by our Commision herewith sent you totally dismissed Mr. Annesley 
from our Service . . . . (The Gourttothe General and Council o/ India, of 
date as above.) 

And Sir John G-ayer and Council wrote to the Court, from “ Bom- 
bay Castle, August the 21st, 1099” 

“The late President Annesley to this day, notwithstanding all the kindeness 
hath been showne him, and all the Arguments that we have been able to make 
use of to induce him to make up his Accounts with your Honours, hath in a 
Manner done nothing at all towards it j his designes as farr as we can perceive 
being only to Spin out time, in hopes of some Revolution that will enable him to 
Secure what of your Estate he hath in his hands which we fear is very consider- 
able.“ 

But in 1709, when tlie union of the Companies had been accomifiished, 
there were still difficulties remaining as to some of the claims against the 
Old Company 5 and Sir Stephen Evance, who was Queen Anne’s jeweller, 
and a man of influence in the City, strongly recommended the Managers 
of the United Company to recall Mr. Annesley to their employment, as 
a man who could do excellent service, from his thorough knowledge of 
the frauds and practices of the Banyans. In consequence, the Court of 
Managers, in their general ” letter to Bombay of lltli March 1708-9, 
write : 

* * * ^ * if: 

“And yet after all this we are sencible how difficult a service it is and that it 
will need ail the assistance you can get, especially for evidence about the afore- 
said credits and Collusions in the Paeeacks and Venwallidas and other 
Brokers accounts, and that no one person at Sueatt can give us so much light 


1 O.C. 6711. 
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as -Mr. Samuel Anneslet, wlio was privy to tlie affairs of the Old Company at 
those times, and we have been assur’d by his ffriend S*" Stephen Evance that 
he will heartily engage for onr service in this Affair. We have therefor wrote to 
him to come imediately down to you ; if therefore he accepts the terms we have 
offer’d him and will engage to do us his best service We do then appoint and 
direct that he should sitt in Councill as Second at all times wherein there is any 
Consultation about the said ffrauds Debts and Oppressions, and that behave upon 
all occasions our Protection, and for encouragement to give oil we are willing to 
allow you a proportion of what shall be saved to the United Company in manner 
ffollowing : Yizh £S.ve p. cent, thereof to Our General Mr. Aislabie, ffive p. cent, 
to Mr. Anneslet, and two p. cent, to the rest of the Council who shall bo 
employ’d in this affair, to be equally divided among them.” 

The Court also write to Mr. Auuesley, under the same date, to like 
effect ; and Sir Stephen Evance had written to him also by the sauie 
ship (the Tanker vllle). The letter of Annesley is in answer to this last. 
The latter part, with the date, is lost, but it must have been written at 
Surat early in 1710. 

Kt Worsp’h Sir Stephen Evance^ 

“ Yours of Mar 11th I received from the TanTcerml atfe Bombay the 26th 
of last moneth, a further addition to the many favoi’s formerly received for al 
which I must forever remain your Debtor beyond any possibility of retalliatiou. 

Nothing shal be wanting on my side to answer the expectations you have 
raised of me in the Court of Managers ; and I doubt not to do it, if Others corre- 
spond. Eor ’tis not in my power, I am to assist such of their Council at Bombay, 
as they have appointed to tx*ansact this affair, if they are remiss in requiring al 
papers of account I shal want, or in summoning Persona to be examined as I 
direct, or they and the gentlemen here be deficient, when the charge is drawn up, 
to demand satisfaction either by the Government, or (if need be') a superior 
Power, the Court wil be disappointed, and I can do no more then declare how 
they came to be so, 

‘‘ The PARBACKB^ (with whom chiefly we have to doe) afe the Heads of the 
Gentues in this place j and the whole body of them moves at their back in any 
despute with the oppressive Officers. They are wealthy, subtle, and malicious, 
as wel as powerfull ; can bribe, divide, menace, and by il arts remove those that 
oppose them, being above sbame and uncontronled by Conscience. They wil 
suppress or forge accounts, and back it with Witnesses or stifle evidence, and 
know how to time any such artifices as their occasion serves ; and when hardly 
prest wil fling a part overboard to save the Eemainder. And what cant such 
Persons do, so qualyfied, with an arbitrary Government, where mony answers al 
things. 

*Mn the latter end of the year 1698, before the Company dismist me their 
service, I began with two or three of the vp-Oountrey Brokers under the Factory 
of Bboach j and having got their Books soon discovered frauds in them to the 
amount of 1500 and od rupees. But troubles intervening from the Pirates, and 
the 1st of Pebriiary following being laid aside, I did not proceed, but returned their 


^ O.C. 8556. 

2 The Pdraks were an eminent family of hanijas in Surat and Diu. They 
are often mentioned in the Company’s correspondence with Surat, 
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Accounts, and gave in wliat I Bad done to tlie Book-keeper, wBo I presume Las 
cBarged those Brokers v^ith it, I then saw it nceeasary to desire John Gayer 
to get a power from Court over the principal Brokers to cal ’em to an account, 
who Began to be alarm’d at my prying into their Inferiors actions. But what 
was done in that matter it never concerned me to enquire. Or had I been so 
curious as to do it, I should have been thought impertinent, and perhaps have 
been told so. Nay now (if I mistake not) ’tis believed I inferufle into what does not 
belong to me, and reflect on those in place, as if they wanted akil or honesty to 
manage their Trust. I suppose S‘ Jno. Gayer knew as soon as I what the Court 
wrote me for presently after I was nakt by a chief Person here, if I thought 
S'' Jno. Gayer would suffer the Brokers to wrong the Company, or that they 
could do it without his knowledge, I could easily have answered his question, 
but thought it better to wave it. ’Tis wel if this goes no farther then censure, 
and none in power looks on his reputation concerned to countermine, or (which 
is the same thing) not to hack my Designs ; for then they must fall, which w'oiild 
he a folly pernicious to my self, and of no service to the Company vainly to row 
against the “Wind and so strong a Currant. I beleive you received not my packet 
hy the Alheynarle, to have laid before the Committee of Correspondence (with 
my other letters) which I wrote S' Cesar Child May 3d. 1707 vizt; 

* I almost despair of securing you in your account with the Parbacks, for 
I hear nothing can he done in it but by compulsion. Tliey’l be unwilling to part 
with so gi’cat a sum as long as they can keep it, and to force them wil stir up their 
rage against a private person; and they have power to back their resentments, 
and wickedness to stick afc nothing instrumental to their Revenge,’ &ca. 

‘‘I think, S’, I formerly acquainted you with an instance in my Self of the 
horrid injustice of these People, The Hurcorra (who is 3d officer of the Town) 
thought me too saving of the Companys money when I was Cheif, having been 
less liberal to him then the Dutch, and therefore owed mo a grudge ; and took 
occasion to pay it, when I was displaced, boldly demanding 2000 tups. And 
because I would not give it him. accused me to the Ring of piracy ; and procured 
his order to confine me without any examination or Judicious process. An 
Inveutry was taken of what they could find in my house, as in cases of confisca- 
tion, and a guard clapt on me for 22 months, When the Villain dyed in disgrace 
at Court, and I have not been since molested j though those orders are stil in the 
Registry, and must be took out ere I can leave this Place. 

“ This I presume shews what I may expect in my present circumstances, if I 
exasperate the Brokers. They might not openly handle mo so, but put others 
upon it, or he secreetly treacherous as those of the Praternity lately were to a 
Dutch Gentleman, that.came from Batavia by express orders from Holland as a 
Supravisor ; whose honest inquisitiveness was charm-proof against their bribes, 
but stil’d with a dose of Poison ; and I think those Brokers have gone on from 
that time undisturbed, 

“I shal mention but one example more. In — 93 I was acquainted with a 
Dutch Piscal, Min Heir Helsdinubn, who had at homo a good Estate, but 
perswaded by that Company to these parts with as fill recommendation to their 
Chief and Council (that be might inspect their affairs) as could be drawn up ; 
and with the same to the General and Council of Batavia, but was forced after 
an uneasy life for three or four years (and not without danger) to return as ho 
came without effecting anything. He desired me to secure his papers and send 
them to England, whichj did in the Benjamm in —96. 

“ I wish my overland letter of April 1st in answer to yours of Pob, 18 and April 
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20, 1708 seasonably arrired, and yon have showed it when you thought fit to the 
Committee ; wherein I wrote : 

“‘I thank you for your generous proffer to be my security. If the Oom- 
pany employ me (as you proposed) I must not he limited or hamperd by a 
Stiperior,* 

“In said letter I answer an objection a gentleman in the Committee made to you 
against my readmission (which is not improper to mention here), ‘ that I had 
brought the Company into a great deal of trouble about the Pirates/ He 
reflected (I suppose) on the Security paper I gave in with approval of al 

the Companys Servants, after we had seen the Dutch and Pebitch Chiefs had 
consented to the same. And was forced from us by the Governor's Guards in en- 
compassing the Pactory and hindering us several days from provisions &ea. I never 
did hear the Dutch or Peengh were blamed by their Principals for doing it ; 
nay I may afixrm the Company was sensible of the Compulsion, and so Just as to 
write to their Cheif and Council that lohat I had done ivas with a manifest 
hazard of my life. The way to have settled this affair was to have complained 
to the King of his officers oppression ; which I should have proposed had I not 
been discharged the Companys Service &ca. 

“ In this affair I know my back-friend, S" Jho. Gatbe, taxt Mr. Colt and 
Council with the same in Pebry. OS ,* and they wrote him if he had been here 
he must have done as they did, which tho' he denyed (as it could not be other- 
wise expected), yet he showed not that resolution two years afterwards, when 
the Mooees brought him from Swalley from under the Tavistock’ sgxmn* But 
why was not some Eemonstrance remitted to Court to prevent any il consequence 
of that Paper ? as the Prench sent up one of their Peoples and made theirs 
invalid. I never heard Jho. Gatee was blamed for this omission, or 
P* Colts consent (as aforesaid) prejudiced him in the Company’s Esteem, so hope 
I may meet with as favoiirable a Eesentment. 

“ Pardon me S' if X a little digress on this occasion. The real cause (as you 
know, of my Dismission) was, in S" JosiA Child’s expression, that I was not 
kind enough to the Armenians ; which I could not have been and faithful to him 
and the Company. About, ten days before he displaced me he recommended Mr. 
Phips in my Particular direction and was pleased to write me he knew not 
where to place him better. Al other matters laid to my charge I answered in a 
letter to the Committee Mar. 10 — 98-9, which my Cos. Dunton at my great 
expence carried to you and Mr. Chambeelan ; for the Governor would not let 
me go, thinking my dismission a Trick to invalidate the Security-paper, nor 
would Sr Jho. Gayee (as he wrote me) endeavor my liberty til the accounts to 
that time was brought up. I never had a good account from my Coaen what 
entertainment that letter met with (therefore enclose an abstract of it) yet 
presume with your kind assistance ’twas effectual. For in 1701 1 understood 
from you the Company would reinstate me, and in Vber of that year S'K. Waite 
told me, from what Mr. Bakee had wrote him, ’twas done. Butin Xber follow- 
ing another letter from you informed me the Companys were uniting, and were at 
a loss what to do with the Servants they had j and S' N. Waite had wrote them 
I was so much engaged for the old Companys debts that he dared not entertain 
me his 2d. yet they chose Mr. Peoby in my room and Successor, Time since 
has removed both these Eemoras ; for I have heard Mr. Aislabie had desired 
leave to go home, and Mr. Peoby told me his IJnkle had invited him (as Heir to 
his great Estate) and by next year he’d disengage himself to wait on him. I need 
not write of Mr. Bendal, as insignificant as if out of being j always others have 
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clone his business for him. The charity that put him in may continue him whore 
he is, for out of the Company’s Service he may starve. And as for S' N. ’Waite's 
Scarecrow of the Conipanys Debts, ’tis an apparent Imposition, not to term it 
worse. 

“ I write not this, S', from any ambition. I am contented with the smal matter 
I have ; and desire my former station onely as I would clear my Innooency in the 
opinion of those who know not why I vma displaced, and that I may confute any 
nsperstion in the Eegistry to the prejudice of my memory in the time to come. 
By this means I could recover a few debts from these Countrey People, make 
some persons sensible of their ingrjititudo, and others of calumny ; and am certain 
to do the Company an acceptable piece of Service and to pay you some part of 
my obligations in setling S' Oesau’s account with the Paeiiacks. Without it 
I fear (with great regrett) I must roly on the Company’s and your goodness to 
accept of the wii for the deed. 

I am now in the 51st year of my ago, and begin to desire a Writt of Ease, 
after the fatigues of near 32 years in this Couiitrey, 21 of which has been in the 
Company’s Service, and 11 since my Diamlssion. From April 20; 1G87 to Xber 
26th, -89, I was imprison’d to the Town; from that time to May 3th, 1690 
straiber confined to the Factory in Irons ; in— 91 clapt up again ; from 7ber ii, 
—95 to June 26 - 96, the 2d. time fetter’d ; and then shut up in my house hy a guard 
from April 14, 1702, to Jan. 23, 1703*4. Near 23 years in my best circumstances 
I have been a Prisoner at large ; and can hope for no better unless the Company 
redeem me, or I myself buy my freedom ; which I could not doe til of late that 
the Moors slighted the convoy and security papers, I signed. Such a continued 
succession of doubles in an imhealthfnl climatt makes me rather desirous of a 
quiet Eetreat in my native Countrey, then to continue any longer in India (then 
is necessary as aforesaid to serve the Company and you) in a banishment from 
the few Kelations and Friends I have left. I have not onely lost my Children, 
hut al hopes of having more ; and to spend the Eemains of my Life in raising a 
little money I can never here enjoy, and know not who wil possess, I , think is 
folly. Therefore next to my desire of Eeinstatement, a liberty to leave it would 
be welcome, as soon as I can v^ith honour, and no inconvenience to my Master’s 
affairs ; for so I hope I may cal them, since they have regard to employ me, and 
you are pleased to write, ' They are very wol assured that no Man in these Parts 
can serve them so wel,’ &c. 

" Such an Encomium I cant pretend to ; hut may affirm without vanity that if 
they place me independant at the head of their affairs in Sdratt (the scene of 
action) I hope not onely to procure the Old Company considerable (if not plenary) 
satisfaction, hut the New likewise (and both since their Dnion) for al frauds, &ca, 
has been imposed on them. In such case (if not too late) I desire Sir N. Waite 
may not he discharged by the Company, for ’tis probable he managed his Trust 
as inuch to their loss as was Sr. Wm. Norrice’s Embassy. ’Tis strange Mr. 
Aislabie (or rather the Captain of the Guards) wrested the Government from 
S' N. Waite and confined him on misprision of foul crimes (ag; I beard) and 
examined not his papers to prove it, or at least sent them not to the Company. 
He was reported to lament his condition as lost and undone, and to beg pitty for 
his wife and children ; which I presume might rather move Mr. Aislabie to 
search into the reason of it (if not known) then pass it over in that manner. As 
for P*- Harris, S' Jno. Gayer informed me, he expected orders from the Com- 
pany about his money in their Cash ; and some of it I hear they have paid to his 
Attourneys in England. Of which I shal write hereafter. 
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‘‘You write, ^ On receipt of any of mine tliat gives the Company satisfac- 
tion of any service done them, they wil prefer me to my Content,’ &ca. 

That the Company have been wronged by their Brokers is indubitable ; and 
’tia as certain that ’twil appear by their bookea and other Merchants accounts of 
goods bought in the same place, and at the same time their investments have been 
made, and by those with whom they have bought and sold. But the point is how- 
to get those bookes and papers that they may be compared. Then my observa- 
tions wil be of use. Now S' pray consider, can this be done by a Private Person P 
You may say, assisted by a Cheif, it may , . . , ” 
iCaetera desunt.) 

Here we must abruptly terminate our article in connection with Sir 
John Gayer ; leaving it like the story of Gambuscan bold. Possibly, 
when the papers of the years succeeding 1709 are put in order we may 
learn what came of the respectable and unlucky man. ^ I know only 
that he died before 1716. For under 22nd August in that year, in the 
Co 2 irt Book, Sir Matthew Deeker makes a communication on arbitra- 
tion regarding settlement of accounts between the Company and Lady 
Gayer, Sir John’s widow and executor. 


GOLDSBOROUGH, Sir JOHN. This sea-captain is mentioned by 
Hedges atpp. 176, 177, 179 ; and again at p. 201. 

Plis first mention in the records is in Court Booh, 2nd July 1675 : 

‘‘Captain John Goldsborough, being returned from India on the ship 
Falcon, This day humbly presented his service to the Company.” 

It appears from Co^irt Booh of 11th February 1673-4, that the Falcon 
was to sail for India on the 25th ; so we may presume thus far to carry 
back our history of Captain Goldsborough, though no captain’s name 
is then given. 

We read, in Court Booh, under 6th August 1675 : 

“ S' Mathew Andbewes renewing a former proposal made by himself and 
others, late Owners of the Antelope^ for building a new 3 Deck Ship for 0. 
GoIjDSBObough, upon the terme of encouragement given to others j And upon 
reading an order of the Court of 2d. of July last, whereby it was declared that 
the ownei’S of the President and Antelope shall have the preference in building 
the two first Ships that shall be entex^tained to serve the Company, so as C. 
Hide and 0. Gobbsbo bough have the command of them. It is ordered that in 
case the said Owners shall build two new 3 Deck Ships for the service of the 
Company of such dimensions as the Committees for shipping shall direct, to be 
ready to set sail from Gbavesenb by the 20th November 1676, that the same 
shall be entertained into the Companys service in course before any other that 


^ Unfortunately the Surat Papers of these years cannot be found. Passages 
in Bombay Consultations, found since the text was in type, show, under May 
29th and October 25th, 1711, that the factory imprisonment was then past, 
but throw no light on Sir John Gayer’s history. 
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sbalbe afterwards built, in case tbe Company bavo occasion to employ them, and 
that they shall have for the two first voyages xx® per ton, extraordinary freight, 
as hath been given to others in the like case/’ 

Under 8th October following, we find the dimensions of the intended 
ships given, viz., length by the keel 108 feet, breadth at the beam 33 feet 
3 inches ; depth 17 feet, and these ax^proved hy the Court. 

And we find, under date 17th January 1670-7, a letter of instructions 
for Captain Goldsborough, commander of the Bengal Mercltant^ as the 
new ship was called, then about to sail on her first voyage. 

Capt. Golclsboroiigb is again commissioned for a voyage with the 
Bengal Merchant^ IGth November 1683 ; and it is on this voyage that he 
and his ship are noticed by Hedges in the DUirij^ first in the Bay, and 
afterwards at Muscat on the voyage to the Gulf. 

In Court’s letter to Bengal of 9 th June 1686, we read : 

‘‘ By Captain GonnsBOBOuaii (in margin, ‘JBenyaJ Merchant') lately arrived, 
we have the unwelcome newea of the death of our late faithfull agent Mr. John 
Beaeo/’ 

After the death of Sir John Child, which occurred 4th February 1689- 
90, there was for a time no officer of the Company in the position of 
suxDreme control which he occupied ; but before long, and especially in 
consecxuence of prolonged dissensions at Fort St. George between the 
Governor, Eliliu Yale, and his Council, the Court re-established this 
control, nooiinating Capt. Goldsborough to hold it.^ In his first com- 
mission, dated 10th February 1091-2, he is named their “ Sux)erviscr- 
Commissary-General, and Chief- Governor”, and a year later their 
“ Cax^tain-General and Commander-in- Chief” (see extracts following 
from Commissions). 

Just before the date of his first commission he was knighted (8th 
February 169 1-2). He sailed in March, and aridved at Fort St. George 
23rd Nov. 1692. 

Extracts from Commission to S'^ John Goldsborough, Knt. (dated 10th 
February 1691). 

. We the said Governors and Company reposing especiall trust and 
Confidence in the fidelity Prudence Justice and Circumspection of S? John 
Goldsboeotjoh Knt. have made, constituted, and ordained, And .by these 
Presents do make, constitute, and ordain the said John GonnsBOEOuan Our 
Supervisor, Commissary Generali, and Chief Governour in East India, to 


^ The Court, taking into Consicleratioii the present State of their afitxires 
in India, thought fit to resolve that a Supervisor and Commissary General 
be entertained to inspect all the Companies Forts and Factories on the Coast 
of Sumatra, Bengall, Corea, Choromandell, and the Chengeb and Maratta 
Countrey, and that Captain John Goldsborough be entertained to serve the 
Company in that Employment.” {Court Booh, 2nd Oct, 1691.) 



III. — GOLDSBOROUGH. 


clvii 


inspect and governe in chief all the Company’s fforts, ffactors and factory es. 
Officers and Soldiers on the Coast of Sumatra, BENOAiiL, Orixa, Choro- 
MANDBLL, the Chingee and Mabattee Countryes, and also all our fPorts and 
fPactoriea, officers and soldiers, on the North side of India as well on the coast 
of Mallabae as of onr €ort and Castle of Bombay, factory of Stteeatt, 
and other places within the Presidency of Stteeatt,” etc., etc. 

From Instructions to Sir J ohn Goldsborotjgh, dated 29th 
Feb. 169J:. 

# # ^ * 

Bencoolen was originally his destination, hnt owing to present war with France 
the Court resolve that their 3 great ships, vizt. Charles II, Sampson, and 
Berkeley Castle^ on which last Sir John embarks, shall go directly for Fort St. 
George. 

‘‘ But as soon as your ffamily is well settled at the Fort and Onr affairs there 
will permitt it . . . .We desire you to Visit that place”, etc ... . 

3. Bengall, while Our Agent Chaenock lives, is a Place that wee think 
will least need your Ocular Inspection, because We are aboundantly satisfyed, 
and have given him such ample Power and Authority that he may with or 
without the Advice or Consent of his Councill, place or displace any of his 
Councill of BENaAiiii, or any other, of our Servants there, at his Discretion, 
without giving any reason for his so doing to any but our Selves, which is an 
Authority we have not formerly given to any Agent in Bengall. But by long 
Experience for above 20 years finding Our Servants there not only grossley 
fraudulent, but so incurably inclin’d to faction, insomuch that as soon as We 
had suppressed one ffaction, immediately sprung up another among those newly 
preferr’d, or continued by ITs in the Chief Conduct of our Affairs. And from 
suoh ffactions the Obedience due from our inferiour Servants to their Superiours 
hath wholly ceased, and instead thereof Idleness Vice and Profanesa hath ensued 
to the Scandall of Our Nation. 

4. Ffor these Beasons, While we have one We can confide in there, We have 
resolved upon the Expedient aforesaid for ever to destroy the very roots and 

eeds of faction and the Evill Consectuences thereof.” 

5. To see their order carried out that all persons who have been permitted to 
trade to Bengal shall consign all their effects in part to the Company’s Agent 
there. 

6. Authorising him to dispose of the charges brought against the late President 
of Fort St. George, Elihtt Yale. 

7. To see to the settlement and improvement of all the local revenues, 

8. To unite, if possible, with the Dutch ships from Ceylon and Tegne- 
PATAM, for better mutual aid against the Feench. 

9. By his ships *‘to send down” all treasures that can be spared to the Agent 
and Council in Bengal. 

##*#### 

“14. . , . Keep all our servants strictly to the Performance of their 
severall Dutyes .... and if you find any unfaithfull, refractory, or immorall, 

expell them from our Service.” 

# # * # * # =5^ 

“15 If we had a Company of about 50 or 60 Cofferees to be employed 

in labour about your works, and to keep Guard at the Out-Gates of the black 
Town under English Officers, we think you might make good Use of them on 
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Rfiverall (iccasionB, especially when it is so (liffionlt to send out RufBcient Xurahers 
of English Soldiers- Bice and water, and a red Cap and Coat ia sufficient to 
allow them, and if you should think of any such thing, It will be convenient to 
build such a Compound for them and their Wives to inhabit in as the Butch 
have at Batavia, and to govern them after their manner with a strict Discipline. 
But this matter We only recommend to your Consideration when you are upon 
the Place, and have well thought of it.” 

# # . # # # # # 

“21. To consult with the Butch Governor of Zeilon about mutual Defence 
against the Ebengh”, etc-, etc. 

The Court write further : 

“ Of this (the enliatmeni or importation of Mabauascau Coffrees as soldiers) 
we have discoursed largely with our Commissary Generali John Goeds- 
BOROUOH, who is now going out for MADBAssin the BerlceU]/ Oastle, of which 
his Brother-in-Law Captain Samubll Hide is Commander. He is, after his 
stay some time at Port St. Geo-bgb, to visit onr Forts and Factories on the 
West Coast of Sumatra, and put all onr affairs in order there, and after bis 
return to Maurass he is to visit your Place, Surratt, and all our Factories 
upon the Coast of India and Mallabar, and from thence retnrne to Madrass 
and remain there for our further Orders. In all places wherever he shall come 
he is to preside as Chief Governour and take place of all our Presidents, Agents, 
&ca., as Head and Chief of the English Nation, representing His Majesty and 
the Company, being the Chief in India as aforesaid, and you and all our Servants 
are to observe all his Orders and directions (not repugnant to our owne) in the 
same manner as you ought to have done our late GenoralPs, altho’ we have 
thought fitt at present to give him only the title of Commissary Generali, because 
bis first business is motionary from one x>lace to another, and his intended con- 
stant residence not yet fixt.’* (Letter to Fort, of 29th Feb, 169^.) 

Another Commission to Sir John is dated 10th April 1693. This, 
which can hardly have reached him before his death, constitutes 
him — 

“ Our Captain Generali and Commander in Chief of all our Land and Sea 
forces .... throughout all the East Indies, and Governour of our ffort of 
St. George and all other our fforts and garrisons in the East Indies afore- 
said .... and also .... to be our Directore Generali of all our Mercantile 
affairs and ffactoryes in the said East Indies .... And in case of the death of 
the said John Goldsborough (which God forbid) Wee do hereby nominate, 
constitute and appoint S" John Gayer Knt. to be our Governour of Feort St. 
George, Captain Generali, and Chief Direefcoro of all our ffiorces and Afiairs in 
India,” etc., etc.^ 

Sir John Gayer was at the same time appointed Lieut. -General and 
successor to Goldsborough. 

We find in the India records the fragment of a diary thus entitled 


^ The titles of Commissary General and “ Directore”, are boiTOwed from 
the Dutch, at least certainly the latter (Dutch Direktoor, see Hedges, Index). 
^ O.C. 5783. 






III. — GOLDSBOEOUGTI. 


clix 


“ Ship Berkley Castle outward bound towards E“ India : 

Anno Dom: 169|. A Diary Kepi hy S’" JoHN CoLDSBOROuaH Commissary 
Generali and Admirall of the East India Fleet, now outward hound to 
the East India, Vizt. Oapt. Egbert Borell in Charles the 2d., Capt, 
Wm. Wtldey in the Modena, Capt, John Bromedl in the Sampson, 
Oapt, Benjamin Brangwin in the Eliz‘’‘: and Gapt. Sam’ll Hide in the 
Berkley Castle, luhereon I am emharqued, God Send us a Good Voyage.” 

(March 16th Sailed out of the Downs.) 

####### 

“(April) 14th. Wee 3 arrived in Grand Canary Road, agreed on in 
downs for Randevos if we were separated,” (Here eight factors, not returning 
to their ships, were left behind.)! 

####### 

(July the 19th. Anchored in the Dutch road of Cape of Good Hope.) 

(29bh. Got to Sea.) 

“ Oct. ye 6th. To Day Saw ye Andaman Island in 11“ or 12“ of IST" Lat*^. in 
our way to Bengall. 

“ Te 8th. To day arrived in Ballesore Road . . . . ” 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ # 

“ (JSTovr.) ye 14th. To day I recdd. an Answer from Agent Charnock and 
Coimcell to mine of ye 31st last mo^’‘: . . . 

(16th. Set sail. 23d. Anchored in Madrass Road. 

25th. Went ashore and received in his Quality with usual ceremony.) 

During a long stay at Madras the Commissary-General seems to have 
been much occupied with the investigation of mutual accusations 
between the late Governor Elihu Yale, and those who had been his 
Council. 

In June Sir John went down to Fort St. David, and after some stay 
there returned by land to Madras (11th eJuJy 1693), and on the 29th 
embarked for the Bay, leaving Lady Goldsborough, who had accom- 
panied him from England, at the Fort. 

Of his proceedings at Chataiiati, of the indifferent report he left 
behind him of the memory of Job Charnock and the character of his 
colleagues, we have quoted particulars on earlier pages (xci-xciii). 

In the collection of his papers on this tour is a letter to the Nabob 
Ibrahim Khan, in which Sir John styles himself Commissary Generali 
and Chief Governour of the Rt. H. Englisix East India Companys 
Affaires in all these Eastern Parts, Sept. 6, 1693,” In forwarding this 
letter to Mr. Eyros at Dacca, for delivery to the Nabob, Sir John 
says : 

“S' 

“ Herewith comes a Letter from me to the Nabob that is writt as if it were 
intended a joynt letter to him and the duaii, but I deshe you to gett it translated 
by such Scribes as knowes how to make out of it a Letter to the Nabob and 
another to the duan to the same efPect, and to give each their due titles, and to 
put it in such phraises as will be most suitable to render the matter breifest to 



clx 


BTOGIIAPHIOAL AND OTIIEU ILUJSTBATIONS : 


them ; foi’ I am sattisfied that long letters are not liked hy princes, yet in otir 
Language I could not make it shorter, and render the matter plaine. 

‘*1 have not sealed with my name as Oountrey mode is, therefore I desire you 
to Cause one to be Cntt and soale them with it/' 

In a letter to Surat, dated 4th Novr., Sir John writes : 

We are Extreame Sickly here this Season, boath Natives and English, but I 
hope God will restore us all/* 

And in his last extant letter, dated two days later, and quoted below, 
we find a similar notice. The sickliness was unto death. The exact 
date of this woithy man’s decease we liave not found, but it was in 
November. 

Tlic following is the conclusion of Sir John Goldsborough’s last 
recorded letter, addressed “To Mr. Simon IIoLOf^MUR, Chiefe, &ca., 
factors at Vizaoapm. for yc Affaires of ye Et: II: 1/ India Comp^’’ 
####### 

“ I would have the Cheife be ready to goe for Madrass upon my order, In 
order to proceed to the West Coast^ when I shall send to him, that there may 
be noe Stay for him, for I think Capt. Freke may call for him in a little tyme. 

"'This place is Extreamo Sickly, the Natives being so downe that we want men 
to work. 

“ I have not writt to Madrass because I thinck I may send thither by Sea 
sooner then by this conveyance. I Eemaine 

“ Yo'': lov : Freind 

“ Ghutanutte the Gth : 1693. “ J: Goldsborottoh.” 

All Ms letter-books seem to me to bo kept in his own careful round 
legible handwriting. 

The Court, as usual, aro brief in their cloc/e: 

In yours of the 19th January 169£- overland wo find nothing to answer more 
than to bewail the death of Our late worthy Gonorall Sr’. John Goldsboro T ioir, 
who was a Bight honest able man/* (To Fort St. Geobob, 6 March 1094-5.) 


GRANTHAM, Sir THOMAS. The earliest notice I can find of this 
sea captain is in Court Booh under 29th March 1682 

“ Capt. Grantham was now admitted into the freedom of the Company, 

and took his oath.’* 


^ I.e,, of Sumatra. 

^ 111 Notes and Queries, S. iv, vol. vi, p. 468, there is a query regarding the 
identity or history of Sir Thomas Grantham, which has never yet met with a 
reply. The present article should lai'gely supply the deficiency. The notices 
of his earlier history which follow are derived from a grant of arms on his 
petition, which is to be found in B. M. Add. MSS. No. 26,516, ff. 72 segq> 
This is dated 27th July 1711, and is issued by Sir Hisnry St. George, Garter, 
and J OHN Vanbrugh, Esq., Clarencieux. 
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His name is not to be found in Courthope’s printed List of Knights ; 
and lie is called Captain Grantham in the records until that of 18th 
July 1683; but, as -vve shall see, he claims to have been knighted by 
King Charles at Deptford, 8th July 1682-3. 

The following particulars of his early history have been obtained 
since the present article was first put in type. 

Sir Thomas was the son of Mr. Thoaias Grantham of Kessiter, 
alias Burncester in Oxfordshire, who lost his life on the King’s 
side during the siege of Oxford in 1645. The father of this gentleman 
was Biohard Grantham, claiming descent from the ancient family of 
that name in Lincolnshire. 

Thomas Grantham (the younger) was a 2 :)pointed by a commission 
from Sir William Berkeley, Governor and Cap tain- General of Vir- 
ginia, dated 20th April 1673, admiral of a fleet of twenty-five sail of 
merchantmen bound for England, during the war with Holland, and 
convoyed them safely. Keturning to Virginia (1676) in command of. 
the Concord^ vessel of 500 tons, carrying thirty-two guns and forty to 
fifty men, he found : 

. the Country is iu open Eehellion, Eomeuted hy Mr. Nathaniel Bacon 
and other Turbulent Spirits, who had taken Arms, and not only forced the 
Governor S" William: Berkeley aforementioned, with most of the Council and 
Chief Inhabitants to fly to a Place calFd Acobnag, on the north side of Cape 
Hbnby,^ but in Contempt of His Majesty’s Authority burn’d the House where 
the Public Assembly and Court of J ustioe are held at J ames City. He, the 
said Sr. Thomas Grantham, in pursuance of his Duty, approv’d himself to be 
a Man worthy of Singular Esteem for his very prudent Conduct. Having by 
means of a Pei’sonal AccLuaiutance formerly between him and Some of the 
Principall officers among the Eebells, at the utmost hazard of his Life, with 
exceeding great Honor and Fidelity so successfully Transacted Matters as 
partly hy Persuasion and partly hy Compulsion and Stratagem to reduce 
that Colony to their just Allegiance^ and entirely resettle the Covernment 
on its former Basis-; for which Extraordinary service His Sacred Majesty 
King Charles the Second most Graciously bestowed on him at his return 
to England a Noble Donative- In which Ship (the Concord) sailing again for 
Virginia, he was, 25th October 1678, about 120 Leagues from the Lands 
END, attacked by Canary, a Spanish Eenegado and Admirall of the King of 
Argiers, in a New Erigot of 48 guns called the Bose, carrying upwards of 600 


^ Accomac, on peninsula about seventy miles north of Cape Henry (?) 

2 These words so exactly describe the action taken some years later hy Sir 
Thomas Grantham in reducing Bombay, that we cannot but credit him with 
being a natural master in diplomacy. It is a pity, however, that we seem 
almost constrained to ascribe the story of his exploits thus recited by the 
Heralds’ Office to the suggestion of a narrative for which he (or his family) 
was the sole authority. And J am sorry to say that some other iiassages in the 
recital, as I shall have to notice, are inconsistent with the more direct records. 

m 
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moti, and dofnnded lumsrdf with siioli nndanntcd Ooumffe and Bravery that 
(albHo’ lie had only 22 Gxim and 80 men, iueluding the Passengers) after Two 
or Three Hours Sharp Dispute, liaving heon Thrice hoarded hy the Barbarians, 
who, Enraged hecanso they could not got the Mastery, Pored him on the 
Quarter, and the ISIizonyard })Ging Shot down, dred tho Sail, wdiich burnt very 
vehemently, and immediately set all the after part of the Ship on Fire, yet He 
still continued the Fight, keeping the TvOund house and tho Cuddy till Obliged hy 
the Heat to Xtetire (all that accompanied Him being (tithor Killed or Wounded), 
and then getting down into the Groat Cabliiii and Steerage, sallied out with those 
who WTTG there, resolving rather to perish in tho flames than yeild. But in the 
Interim thoTuRKB Foresail hanging in the Brails over the Conconh Pope, and 
taking Fire, ho wmuld fain have got olV, which the said Sr. Thoiviab Grantham 
endeavour’d to prevent hy fcching dowm with small shot as many as ran up to cut 
him clear, until his sails, masts, sliroiids and yards were all in a Blaze ; when 
cutting the Enemy loose, presently tlnur IMast to tho Deck went hy the hoard 
with many men on its Top and his Bloody Flag. Severall of the crew hotakiug 
themsedves to there Boats however, at last both Sides overcoming the Fire, and 
there being little or no AVind, Admiral Canary, witli the help of his Oars rowed 
till he was out of Shot, otherwise possibly many Christian Slaves might have 
been released, hut liaving Lost abundance of his Men, and the next morning, 
it proving a small Gale, he stood away, leaving Sr. Thomas to pursue his Course ; 
AVhose Sidnal (s/c) Behaviour in this desperate Engagement first gained him the 
highest Boputation and Applause, in Somuch that his Said Alajcsty out of a 
Princely Hegard to such Transcendent Valour, gave him a Gold-Chain and 
Medal of great Value, and aft('rwards a Distinguishing Testimony of his Iniveing 
given Ruch Proofs of his Abilities, Courage and Loyalty upon tho several Occa- 
sions which Deserved to receive all fitting Encouragement, was pleas’d as a mark 
of his Royal Favour to him by Special Mandate under tho Signet and Sign 
Manual (3rd March 138^) to i^ecominend him in a most particular Manner to the 
Governor and Company of Marchants trading to tho East Indikk, that ho and the 
Ship which ho intended to build might be entertain’d by them, which Ship being 
built accordingly, Burthen 810 Tun, carying 64 guns and 300 men, the Said King 
and Ills Royall Highness the Duke of York, Lord High Admirall, &c., attended 
hy divers of the Hohilit 3 '’, did him the Honor to be present at the Launching 
thereof, when his Majesty named her the Charltcs the Second, and as a 
further acknowledgment of the Said Sr. ThomxVS Grantham’s eminent deserts 
Knighted him (on board the said Ship) at Deptford, 8th Feby. 1GS|, after which 
he obtain’d tho East India Oompauys Commission, Dated 27th July 1083.” . . . 

4’he Coininission, as I find it in the Letter-books of the Company, is 
dated a week earlier, and runs according to the extracts given further 
on, with wdiich Avhat is stated in the Heralds’ Office recital agrees. 

From Court Bool\ 29tli Nov. 1GS2 : 

“ It is ordered that Sir Jeremy Sambrooke and Mr. Davall he desired to 
oxamen on what termes Capt. Grantham and his friends built his new Ship ; 
and whether the encouragement of 20s. per ton was promised to be given for 
the first two voyages, and to report the same.” 

From Do., Ifith Feby. 16S2-f> : 

” Resolved that 20s. a ton for tho first two voyages be allowed to the Owners 
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of tbe new Ship built for Oaiit. Grantham, as hath heretofore been given to 
other Ships for their encouragement.” 

From Do., 15fcli June 1683: 

** Upon consideration had of the desire of the Owners and Commander of the 
Ship called Charles the Second, It is ordered that in case at the time of the 
departure of that Ship from her last lading port in Indta, peace he continued 
between the two Companies,^ the said Commander is permitted to seU or dispose 
of IT Demiculverin with their carriages in India, which he now carries out at 
the desire of the Company over and above the usual complement of Guns made 
use of on the like voyages in the Company’s service,” etc., eto. 

The first destination of Sir T. Grantham and Ids ship was to the 
Persian Gulf, to try to enforce the Company’s claims against Persia, 
for the half revenue of tlie customs of Gombroon, which had been 
assigned to them by Shah Abbas for their aid in the capture of Ormus. 

But in the meantime, as we should explain, in August 1G82 the 
Dutch in Java had taken part with the s )n of the King of Bantam in a 
rebellion against the latter, driving him from Bantam and other sea- 
ports. The young King had taken 2:)OS3ession of the Bnglish Company's 
buildings there, causing gr at loss to them of property, prestige, and 
commercial position. This led King Charles and the Comjxany together 
to determine at first on tin dispatcli of an armament to Bantam to 
restore the Jviiig and recover the English position. 

Extract from Commission and Instructions to Sir Thomas GitANT- 
iiAM, Kut., Com': of the Ship Charles the Second f dated July 20, 
1683 : 

. . . “ Kow wee the said Governor and Company having an undoubted right by 
ancient stipulation with the Jvingof Prbsia that wee shall have for ever half the 
Customes of his Port of Gombroone ; And that Oar Agent shall have Session 
in his Divan or Couucill, and that an Officer of Oars shall all ways bo permitfcf d 
to sitt in his Bandar or Caatonie House to collect halfe the Customes of his said 
Poi't of Gombroone, which privilidgo was stipulated and granted to Our 
Company formerly, in Condderation of the English Blood and Treasure spent in 
assisting his Predecessors, Kings of Persia, in taking the Island Ormus from 
the PoiiTUGUEZ, which in those times depriv’d his Empire of all Trade. 

“ And whereas the said King of Persia oi’ his Ministers have for many years 
past depriv’d Us of Our Ancient Privilidges before recited, and have pub oft* Oar 
Agents with the Payment only of One Thousand To nands yearly instead of 
40,000 Tomands which Our Moiety of the Customs of Gombroone do amount 
unto, Upon which a Debt of 150 Thousand Tomands hath accimed to Us, which 
wee have often without Effect demanded of him the said King and his Mifihters. 
^ * # * # * # 

‘‘ But because tbe End of all Warr is Peace, we would have you .... give 
notice to tbe King of Persia Governor at Gombroone, That if he will pay you 
down 50,000 Tomands presently you have power to discharge the King of 


i Viz., English and Dutch. 
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Persia of all arrears of Oustomos, and to restore prize, tlio Governor engaging to 
pay yearly to tlie Company 10,000 Tomamls for this share of Giistome,’^ 

This was the original object of his commission. But present circum- 
stances rendered it necessary that he should go first to St. Helena, to 
make over soldiers and other matters, and then sail to an appointed 
rendezvous in the Straits of Sunda, where he would meet other ships. 
If Sir John Wettwang was present, Grantham was to be Vice-Admiral, 
and if Sir John was not present, Aclmiral.i 

After Grantham had sailed (as it would seem) an arrangement for the 
restoration of the old King of Bantam was come to between the Dutch 
and the English at home, and hence under 9th October 1088 there is 
a letter, from a Secret Committee, sent to catch Grantham at Bt. Helena 
with orders to go straight to Persia, as in the first part of the original 
commission. This missed him, however, and he went on to the Straits 
of Sunda, expecting to meet, at the rendezvous there, Sir John Wett- 
wang’s sq[uadron, which again, in consequence of the arrangement just 
mentioned, was not dispatched. 

From C<MYt Booh^ 3rd August 1083 : 

** Ordered that Sir Thomas Gbantham have liberty to Ship out for the use 
of him Selfe and Owners 2600.^. and also COOdfi. for the Ships Expence, freight 
free,” 

From Do., 19th Deer. 1083 : 

The dranghts of two Commissions to bo granted by the Company were now 
read, the one for appointing the Agent Gyeb'DRO, President of the Coast Chor- 
MANDELand Bay of Benoall, and constituting a new Agent and Council of the 
Bay ; the other to Sir Thomas Grantham for seizing of all Ships and Ves~ 
sells belonging to bis Majesties Subjects trading, contrary to tbeir Charter 
and his Majesties Eoyal proclamation, in the East Indies, were this day twice 
read,” etc. 

Fmn Si7' Thomas Grantham, apparently to the Governor of the East 
India Company:^ 

August 23rd 1684 (from Muskatt). 

“ Honoured Sb 

This is to give you an account that the 10th day of May I arrived in the 
Straits of Sunda, and on the 12th I landed with a considerable party of men 
upon Hippin’s Island^ which I took possession of in his Majesties name and for 
your use, and called it Carolus Secundus, and pitched hia Majesties flag there, 
which I maintained till by your Order I, was diverted from it, a brave Island, and 


^ See another Commission regarding the proceeding to be followed in Java, 
dated 1st Aug, 1683. 2 o.O. 5186. 

^ Eippinhf called, in modern charts, Prineds Island, lies near the southern 
entrance of the Straits of Sunda, some twenty miles from Krakatoa, of recent 
memorable eruption. In last century it was much frequented by Indiamen, 
for water, etc. 
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good water all round it, I cleared Some ground and built a Tent for the Security 
of my men, and on Saturday tbe 7tb I was making provision to sayll for Poykt 
Ann, according to your orders, to take in your factors. That afternoon I came 
to an anchor oif of Java Head, the Oaesar, Capt. Andrews Comand", who 
seeing our Ship sent his mate on board me, to give me an account that Captain 
XJdbbrt in the China Merchant was on the Coast with Orders to divert me from 
that place ; and that night she arrived in the Streights, and the next day came 
in sight of me, off of Puldambare Poynt, sent the Orders on hoard me, which I 
was sorrey to have, hut readie to Submit to. Wanting arac and rice, and other 
necessary provisions to refresh my men vrith, I proceeded to Batavia, where 
I stayed 14 dayes, and then returned to the Island Oarodus Secundds, to take 
off those men I left there, with wood and water for my further procedeings. On 
Sunday the 13th of June I took my departure from Java Head towards the Gnlph 
of Persia, where (I praise God) I arrived, in Muskat Road, August the 22th 
(sic) to recruite my water, which I shall do . . . . At my arrivall here I found 
the Speedwell, Oapt. List’s Ship, an Interloper who had been ffraighted from 
Surat (as they say) by Petit and Bourchier for Mocha, but had lost their 
passage, and bore away for this place where they have been foure months. The 
Command^ dyed here about a month agoe, her Ladeiug is neare halfe a shore at 
this place, and they laid her ashore to repaire her bottome, and as the Seamen 
declare, her Bonghs are ready to drop out. There is but Twenty men left of her 
Companie, and I find them all to be masters. They say they will take in the 
rest of the goods and Sayle for Surat, and deliver them to the ffraighters, 
but when, or ever, God knowes. It is my opinion, could they meet with a ready 
money Chapman for what is left, they would accept him. As hopeful! a voyage 
as the Interlopers can now expect. 

‘‘ I am credibly informed there was Five considerable Dutch Ships in this 
harbour about foure months since, well gunnM and mann’d, with Scaling Ladders 
and other provisions for War, one Casembrode Admirall, who formerly was 
Director at Gombroone, andSayled from hence to that place, and immediately 
tooke off all their ffactors and goods aboard them, and Since have met with eight 
considerable Juncks belonging to those parts which were laden from Surat and 
other parts of India which they seiz’d on and Keept. There demaunds are on 
the King for abuses received on the Raw Silke and Customes. At their arrivall 
there they sent their demaunds to the King and he returned them an answer, 
but not to their Satisfaction. They sent the Second tyme hut had received noe 
answer, upon which they have falne upon Some of his ffortifications, taken three 
fforts and declared open War with him. 

“ I am afraid I shall be too late at that place to doe you service at this juncture, 
though I am well fitted for it and (God be thanked) have a healthful! Company, 

I will loose noe oppertunity, till I advise with your Agent who I heare is well 
and at Gombroone. If noething can be done I will immediately Sayle for 
Bombay, when I will endeavour to serve you, but shall be glad to see all things 
Settled, and Kigwin hanged. I have seene this day such Letters, under Kigwin’s 
own hand, which startles me, hut by noe meanes could prevaile to have a Copy of 
them. It is my opinion by what I read in them that Petit and Bourchier 
have been great encouragers of Kiowin in that designs of Eebellion, which I 
should be glad to see proved.^ 

####### 


^ Referring to the mutiny at Bombay, of which hereafter. 
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“I shall not enlarge concerning Bantam and Batavia, hut bad your Meet 
come as you designed, by the helpo of God Almighty they bad been both yours, 
for never will there be the like oppertunity, for the distractions were mighty in 
both places, they sent out all the force they could make to meeto me, which was 
eleaven saylo and Six of them not halfe manu’d, wMich we met with, the day 
before we put into Batavia, I run in among them, and as neare the Admirall as 
I' could, I brought too, upon which he seat his Captain on board me to know 
what news out of Europe. I told him there was Peace betwixt EnoIiAnd and 
Holland, and both the Companies, which they wore very doubtfull of, and sai*! 
they heard wo had a ffleete in the Stretuhts of Sunda. I answered him if they 
would not believe me they might goo see, for 1 was hound for Batavia. Upon 
his Capt’a. returne aboard, the Admirall sent me a handsome Present of Eefresli- 
ments, then I saluted him with eleaven guns, which he returned with Sevonteeno. 
The next morning we arrived in Batavia Bead. I immediately sent to the 
Generali, to let him know that I was commanded into these parts by his Mtijcstie 
and the honor*’’® East India Company, and that I wanted some refi’eahmenta for 
my men and I might have liberty to furnish my Solfo with them, which he readily 
granted with all expressiono of Kindnes, and gave mo an invitation ashoaro. 
But before I was ready to goe he sent his owne Barge with two of the Lords with 
a further invitation, and to conduct mo to him. That day I waited on him 
aahoare, where I was received with all the kindnes and grandeur the place could 
afford, and continued soe untill my Departure from thonce, with their great 
joy of the certaincty of a Peace hetwixt the two Companies, an hundred tymes 
drinking prosperity to both, 

“Haveing an oppertunity to converse with some ENOLiRirMEN I found theiT, 
they did assure me that my comeing there had made such a broil among all the 
inhabitants, by pressing men, calling all their soldiers from all their Inland 
fforts, taking most of their great Guns from the Castle walls, and all too 
little to furnish out the eleaven sayle of ships, that the Inhabitants of the 
City were ready to mutiny and told the Generali that since he had weakened 
the Castle and the Towne Soe much that if the English beato their ships 
and came before the Towne, they would not fight to defend it, but deliver it 
up to them. 

“ I cannot express in writing what I heard in relation to their f cares, and what 
I found in the like to their kindnes and civility, which I received, and neither 
could I believe there had been such a magnificent Pallace and Citty in that part 
of the Worid.i 

“ I beg this may suffice until it please God to send me amongst you, at which time 
I hope to satisfy you more fully, and at large, with my assurance that I am S' 
your most humble and faithful servant, 

‘®Tho; Grantham.” 


The next letter is from the Gulf of Persia. 


^ “ The Generali and all the Grandees Show’cd very much outward respect 
to S'" Thomas Grantham and mysolfe dureiiig Our Stay ; the Generali Hiin- 
selfe often inviteing us to catc with Him, w’hosc Entertainments were snlterly 
Genteilo.” (John English to the Court; dated Swalle Marine, Nov, 2r)th, 
HiS4,) 
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Sir T. Grantham {lo ilie Governor of the Co.), September 10th, 1684.1 

ffrom aboard ship Charles ye Second 

“Ki-btWor : “inaOMBKOONEEOADE. 

“ I wrott to you from Mtjskatt more at large by a Letter dated the 
23tli (sic) of August (where I stayed three dayes) to take in fresh water which I 
wanted. Sept, 2 I arrived in this Eoade where I saw before Kishmish 
I sland, in sight of this place, ffifteene Saylo of Ships, which proved to be, the 
Seaven of them Dutch, who have made War with the King of Pbhsia, and 
have taken a ffort upon the said island of about fforty guns, which is now in 
their possession ; the other eight ships proved to belong to the Moores, which 
were all taken from Surat, and the Mallabar Coast, and were bound to this 
place and Bussara, and two more they had Sent away to their factory at 
Bussara. 

Since my arrivall here they have taken out of the eight Sayle all goods 
belonging to any of the King of Persia’s Subjects, and discharged the rest, 
which was but little. Out of the ship Stariholi Capt. Bantam Commander, 
they tooke out eleaven hundred and thirty Bales of Surat goods, as his cbiefo 
mate, who was on board, informed me. 

“ I do not finde any likely hood of an agreement. All forts and Castles here- 
abouts, and the said (f) I finde to be full of Souldiers upon this occasion, 
which began here foure months ago. The ships they tooke has been in their 
possession these three moneths at least, which has spoiled all trade in these parts. 

“ All your fPactors have been gon from hence to Si^ahaune about five 
weekes. 

“ Sennor Tockbrst, your Breaker, has put abroad on the account of the 
Hono*'’® Company fforty-two hales of Carmania wool, and four sheets of Lapis 


Tutia. 

I findeing raysolfe incapable to doe you any further service here, have taken 
Fraight from hence to Surat, which may come to about ffive hundred pound, 
to-morrow (God willing) I intend to sayle towards Surat. 

“ I doe assure you I have not lost an hour’s tyme wherein I could doe you 
service, and though by preventing, which has happened, I hope you will accept 
this for the better from him who subscribes himself with all due respect to be 
“ Srs. Your most faitbfull and obedient Servant 

Tho : Grantham.” 


It seems rather a lame account of matters, but wc apprehend that 
the Company had given tho admiral a vague and impracticable commis- 
sion with regard to Persia.^ It was on Grantham’s return from this 


1 O.G. 5194. 

2 III the recital by the Heralds’ Office, quoted at the beginning of this 
article, after indicating his commission to the Persitiu Gulf, it is said of 
Grantham : 

“ All which Powers and Directions he so Happily executed as to inquire 
('{ acquire) fi‘om the King of Persias Agents for the Company about 400 Thou- 
sand pounds in hloney at to Payments (sir) and Full restitution of their 
ancient Bights, together with other advantages of Commerce.” 

No trace of ihis huge acquisition from the Persian agents has been found 
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voyage to Gombroon that earned his second visit to INIuskat, alluded to 
by Hedges {Diary ^ l)p, 200-201), when the latter takes occjisioii to say : 
“ This Sir Thomas Grantham is the Person on wliom the Oomptiny chieily 
relies for taking and detitroying of Interlopers, and he has treated those 
he has mett of them with greater respect than any other of their 
ComnumdersT 

We now come in contact with m episode of Anglo-Indian history far 
too intereBting and complete to be dealt with now in detail ; I mean 
the revolt from the Company’s authority of the garrison of Boin])ay in 
1G8B-8T We can only deal with it in coiiuectioii with the important 
part played hy Sir Thomas Grantham in bringing it to a peaceful close. 

The cost of the fortifications and of the establishments at Bombay 
had led the Court to enforce measures of extreme retrenclnnent, directed 
especially towards the reduction of the pmy and privileges of the 
garrison, and depreciation of the position and 2 >ro:spects of the ollicers. 
The Commander of the troops, consisting of two companies of English 
infantry and 200 toj}am'h\ or Indo-Portiigucse soldiers, was Captain 
llichard Iveigwin, a man of resolute character, who had ])eeii formerly 
Governor of St. Helena, and who had various personal causes of divseou- 
tent. On the 27th December 1G83, this man, assisted by other ofiicers, 
seized Mr. Ward, the Dejuity- Govern or and brotlier-in-law of Mr. John 
Child, with such Members of Council as adhered to him, assembled the 
troops and militia, proclaimed the Com 2 >any’s authority at an end, and 
declared the Island to be subject only to the King. The garrison and 
the inhabitants of the Island elected Keigwin to be Governor, ofiicers 
were appointed to the companies, and others to various posts of adminis- 
tration. The rebels also took possession of the Gomimiiy’s Ship llcliirn, 
and of the Hunter frigate, which had on board 50,000 or 00,000 Rs. for 
the Company’s investments at Karwar. Letters were ’written by Keig- 
win to King Charles and the Duke of York, alleging causes for his 
action, and expressing his determination to hold the Island for II is 
Majesty till his pleasure should be known, 

Keigwin is said to have conducted ids usurped government as 
honestly and judiciously as any lawful governor.^ 

The news of this came long after Sir T. Grantham had left England. 
The King ordered the Court to appoint a secret committee of inquiry ; 
and on their report His Majesty sent a mandate under his sign manual 
to Keigwin, requiring him to deliver up the island, and offering a general 
pardon to all but the ringleaders. Mr. (soon afterwards St John) 


by me in the correspondence ; nor has Bruce, in his Annals^ indicated any- 
thing of the kind. And it is quite uncorroborated by (I might say, flatly 
inconsistent with) the Admiral’s own reports at the time. 

^ See Anderson’s English in Western Indiaf second edition, pp. 222, 223. 
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Cliild, the President of Surat, was named Admiral and Captain- General 
of the Compa^'y’s forces, and Sir Thomas Grantham, Vice-Admiral ; 
Captain Tyrrel, with H.M.’s ship Plicenix^ was also to proceed to India, 
and aid in the reduction of Bombay. ^ 

Sir T. Grantham, returning from the Gulf, reached Surat on IGth 
October 1C84 ^ and after consultation with l^resident Child and Dr. St. 
John, who had re cently come out as judge of an Admiralty Court, it 
was decided that Sir Thomas sliould proceed to Bombay. He left 
Swally 30th October, and arrived in Bombay 3rd November, I have 
now said enough to introduce his own story : 

Extract of Letter from Sir T. Gkantham to the Company^ from 
Bombay Fort, December 8th, 1684.^ 

jH sK Hs 

“ When the President came thither (to Swally)*^ .... he consulted with me 
concerning Bombay. I beg’d his liberty that I might sayle for that place, and 
that he would give me my liberty at large to what I should transact either by 
Hostile meanes or otherwayes ; which he consented to. I sayled from Swally 
the 30th day of October, and arrived in Bombay Hoad the 3d of November. 
The next morning I went ashore at the common Landing place neare the ifort, 
where Severall Souldiera and some Officers met me. I ask’d them where Capt. 
Keigwin was ; they told me his Honour was in the Fort, and asked me my 
name, wdiich I told them. They desired me to walk into the Fort, which I did. 
They conducted me up Stairea where Capt. Keiqwin met me at the Staires 
head. By this I shall give you noe further account of my transactions, but on 
Munday the Tenth I signed them a Generali Pardon upon termes proposed hy 
me j upon which I perswaded Keigwin and Some officers to deliver me the 
twelve Bags of Gold taken out of the Ship RetiLme, which they did, and I 
privately conveyed it on hoard. The next day, being Tuesday the 11th, I gott 
possession, hut kept it but one night. The morrow following the Souldiers and 
Officers were all called together within the ffort, and drew up with their Amies, 
being about 300, besides what was at Mahim and the other out guards, in all 
about 600. Oapt. Keigwin and my Selfe reade Some Proposalls to them, but 
instead of complying they shut the gates on me, hiss’d and broke out with 
Shouting Noe Governor hut Keigwin^ and if he would not hold they would Con* 
firrne another. And had not the Providence of God Almighty prevented it, I 
had been basely and cowardly murder’d. For one Habwoojg, a Souldier, with 
a Pistol laden with a brace of Bullets, in the Crowd just by me, presented it to 
my backe, but one Henbt Fletcher a Capt. of theirs, being next to me, 
seeing the same in the moment caught hold of it and preventei the Bogue of 
his designe. As soone as it was darke and the mad humor somewhat oner, I gott 
out and went on board, where I stayed nntill Wednesday the 19th following, but 


^ Bruce’s Annals^ 512 seqq., and 523 seqq, ; and Anderson’s Westerri India, 
second ed., 230 seqq. See also A. Hamilton’s Nm Account, ch. xvii. 

2 0.0. 5282. 

^ Swally (Siidll) was the familiar name of the roadstead and lieach north of 
the TajAi river mouth, where ships for Surat usually anchored, and discharged 
or took in cargo. 
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still by the fishing Boats (by night) kept correspondenco with Keiowin and this 
FFLETC’HER, and kept the Stone Eowlcing till it fell into its right Center. In 
the interim the Souliliers were wrought upon by Ivkiowin and >Some others who 
foresaw the danger more than they, to draw up Proposalls and send to me, and 
invited me ashore, which they did, and on the 10th I gott possession againe, and 
reduced them to their Obedience, without any bloodshed, and I xTcoived in gold 
Silver and plate about Seaven thousand pounds, all the RvJurnes money I sent 
on board my Ship, the remainder with the Plate, Bookes, Bills, bonds, and accounts 
I immediately delivei’ed to Mr. John GtiAOMA-N one of the Coimeill of SujiAT, an 
honest diligent Gentleman, who hath taken a groat deale of painea and trouble in 
your Affaires here. And the next day I paid all the Ofiicera and Souldiors their 
moneths pay and ho keeps the accounts of all moneys received in and payea all 
accordingly. I am in possession of the ffort as Governor for hia most Sacred 
Majestye, but for your Honours^ use, which I shall faithfully porformo till I see 
the PitESiDENT and then give up my Government. Your Honours are not much 
imbezel’d. I am taking an account of the same. The President sent the Judge 
to me by Capt. Lodger iu tbe ; upon wdiich I summon’d ail the ofiicers 

and inbahitaiits to come to the Court bouse and from the fi'ort my Selfe with 
many other Gentlemen attended him to tlie Court all the Avay wulkeiug with a 
good Guard, and my Trumpets sounding before me ; 'where I ordered one of the 
officers to reade hia Commiasiou, whieh done I made some short Speech to tln^ 
people, and ordered the Commission to be held up to tlie siglit of them all, and 
then I asked them if they did believe it to be his Majesties broad Seale and Com* 
mission, assureing them it was soe i many answered they did believe it, upon 
which I risse out of the Chairc, and told them in honour to hia most Sacred 
Majesties Commission and that worthy Person the Judge, I delivered him the 
Chaire of Justice, and seated him in it, which God grant he may performo, then 
the Judge made a short speech to them, and I dismissed them for the present, 
inviteing all the Chiefe, both English and Portuguese to a publieke dinner, 
which I had ordered at the Marshall’s house, neare to the ffort ; whore at dinner 
I began his Majesties health, with 21 Guns from the ffort, the Queen’s with 19, 
the Duke of Torke’s with 17, Prince George’s with 15, and the Hon'’'" Companies 
with 15. They all being well satisfied, and in Peace, wliicli God grant may con* 
tinue. 

*‘The Natlianiell arrived here the 2d inst. sent here by the President with Mr. 
English and severall others, who gives mo an account that he will be hero very 
speedily. The 6th arrived here Capt. Paxton from Swally bound for England, 
by whom this comes. 

“ I lost two of the Souldiors, one at Batavia, the other dyed in the Gulph 
of Persia, the rest I put on shore here, and have divided them into two Com- 
panies till the President comes and orders them otherwayes ; which had he been 
here by this I should have sent you Copies both of the Pardon and Proposalls I 
have signed to, which you may expect by the next, if I bring them not my Selfe, 
and hope all things will be to your Honours’ Satisfaction, and on Hon^'* termes. 

“ I am sure the President will find things better by some thousands of pounds 
then he did expect. I shall not enlarge any more at present, but with all 
assux’ance, I am 

Your Honors most faithfull and most humble servant” 

(Mo signature, but in the fine clear writing of Sir T, Grantham’s 
usual amanuensis.) 
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Sir Thomas Grantham’s letter just transcribed has given an outline 
of the whole history of the surrender of the rebels. It terminated a 
most unpleasant episode, in a way which certainly at first startles by its 
clemency, and was, as we shall see, regarded with no cordial feeling by 
the President and Council at' Surat. But the result entirely justified 
the worthy sailor in his firm but most patient and temperate handling 
of the difficulty ; for none of the ill consequences ensued which Presi- 
dent Child anticipated from this merciful conclusion. 

I shall now give some of the documents illustrating the details of 
the story. 

Extract of a letter from ilie President and Council at Surat (Mr. 
Child and Mr. Zinzan) to the Court, dated Swally Marine, 
29th Novr. 16841: 

Yonr Ship Charles the Second came to ns the IGth past month, a healtlifull 
Ship’s Company, lost hut few men in the tearme of her voyag-es .... in the 
Gifipli of PuRSiA shee found 10 Butch Ships, the fleeto they had (sent) against 
the King of Persia, the Commodore one Cassembrook. Sr, Thomas 
Grantham went directly into Gombroon roade ; hee went ashoare, and was 
very kindly entertained ; hut had not heene there long before the Butch sent a 
Ship to waite on him, and seemed concerned, hut were more angry at last, Sr, 
Thomas taking in Freight goods ; but seeing him resolved, and that their 
frownes could not alter his designes, appeared very civil. The freight hee made 
hither was to the amount of 10,513 abassis in coarse goods, such as at Port, and 
horses from Muscat .... hoe gives ns an accompt that Mr. Bendall is very 
well, and designes hither, with what he hath, Seeming quite a weary of Inter- 
loping . . . , ” (Sir T. G.) “Sailed the 11th June last" (from Batavia) “to 
prosecute your Honoui’s prudent orders in the Gulph of Persia, but the Butch 
having done soe much with soe greate a fleete, moved not anything, but obliged 
the Governour and Merchants very highly in taking in freight goods for this 
place. After wee had cleared him we found it necessary to send him to Bombay 
to try what hee could woi’ke on those Eiebelis ; Coppy of his Instructions wee now 
send . , . 


E7'om Capt. Kethwin and othci'S, of Bomhenj, rcvoltei's, to ^'‘Slr Thomas 
Grantham Knt : ”2 

“Worp"S^ 

“ We haue received your Letter and have considered that no propositions 
is in it that may stand with our Honour and Safety, therefore desire you to give 
your Solfe the trouble of Coming Ashoare on Monday Morning, and then we will 
deliver yon propositions that shall be so Iteasonable that yon Cannot in Honour 
deny, therefore in hopes of Happy and peaceable Complyance. Expecting you on 

Monday we subscribe , , , , ^ 

“ Your WorP* most humble Servts : 

“ Eichard Keicwin 

“ Bombay Port, ** Jno ' Thoburn 

“ Novr. 8th 1G8T ^ “ Thos; Wilkins 

“ Ban’ll Hughes 

“ 'Nathll : EnsBelh “ Tnos : Sucar 

Smith.” 


- o (V 


^ n.C. 52/0. 
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Indorsed by Sir T. Graiitliain : 

“(Capt.) ICiQWEN (and) Clieifc Officers Letter ioT. G.” 

“ This is an answer to my Letter (....) gfeu* to Capt. Kigwen and tlio 
rest of the officers after onr first debate, and no Agreeing.” 

The following letter, of which we give a facsimile among the plates 
of autographs, Avas written by Sir Tin mas on the morning of the 11th 
November, when lie thought all arranged. But, as avc know, he was 
hallooing before he was out of the Avoock 

(To Mr. Child, President at Surat) 

Deare “ NovemV 11'’ IGSk 

hope this will be Satisfactory to jour Honor to let you know that 
yesterday I composed tho difference with those Stout Kebells of Bombay upon 
noe dishonourable termes I assure your Honour? Last night I brought on board 
with me twelve bags of Gold taken out of the Relume, I shall take the same 
care of the rest of the mony j upon Thursday they all inarch out by agreement. 
I am at present his Majesties Governour and must soc continue till I see your 
Honoui’, which I beg may be with all possible speed, and I yvill shew my Solfe to 
be 

‘‘ S' Your most faitbfull Deputy 

and obedient servant 

“Th.0: GeANIUIAM. 

“ Pray S', give my humble Service to your Lady, Mr. Zinzan, and tho rest, 
not forgetting Mr. Caesar. ”2 

The following paper is indorsed by Sir T. Gkantiiam : 

‘‘ Capt. Kigwens proposalls to T. G.” (0.0. 5249.) 

“ This was the first Agreement, but instead of a peaceable surrender the 
Soulders mutened and had Like to have piatold mee had it not binn prevented by 
Capt. Hen. Flecker.” 

The present Governor’s ProposUionB to S' Thomas Grantham Knight, 
asfolloweth: 

“That all Acts relateing to the late Eevolution, be forever forgiven, and 
buried in Oblivion, and that this be Secured to bim after such manner as shall bo 
judged most bindeing under the hands of all persons in the Companies service, 
and shall be bound for them Seines and Successors. 

“ That he shall peaceably possess and enioy, all his Estate he now hath, and 
that all the pay ho has received as Governor, being noe more tben Capt: Garey 
received when he was Governor for his Majestie, that it be accounted part of his 
owne Estate, that it be conferred upon bim, and that he quietly possess it, and 
enioy it, as any other part of his Estate. 


1 O.C. 5250. 

® “ Mr. Caesar” was doubtless Mr. J ohn Child’s son, Avho succeeded him in 
his baronetcy as Sir Caesar Child, and died 1 724. (See Courthope’e Synopsis 
of Extinct Baronetcies.') 
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“ That Mr. John Petit is indebted nnto him Six thousand and Two 
hundred Xerapheens, which he was to invest for England, his Ship being now 
left in my power and hands, I will deliver up the said Ship which is worth 
Twenty Six Thousand Eupeea, soe that I take my debt out of the Treasury, 
which debt is acknowledged under Mr. Petit’s hand. 

“ That after these differences be composed, that he may have his Liberty to 
stay in India, if he please, or goe home to Europe, as he shall finde most con- 
venient, if upon the East India Company’s Ship, to be at the Company’s charge 
as when he came from England at the Like Convenience, 

‘‘This shall oblige me S^ Thomas Grantham, Knight, Commander of the 
Ship Charles the Second, to perform unto Capt. Eichabd Keigwin all the 
above mentioned proposalls provided he the said Gapt. Bichard Keigwin 
deliver me the possession of the Island and :ffiort of Bombay, and immediately 
suffer me to send on board Ship Charles the Second all the Silver and Gold taken 
ont of the Ship Beturne, formerly by him or his order, and what money was left 
in the Treasury upon the day of his taking possession, with all the Companies 
Plate, account of their debts, with all Books relateing there unto, with what 
Mony received in his Treasury since Ms tyme, with an account of his disburse- 
ments, his Majesties Charter, with all other Bights belonging to the Honble : 
East India Company, and command all his inferiour Officers and Souldiers at his 
Besignation of yo Island and ffort to me for his Majesty the King of England, 
and the Honble : East India Companies use, to give due obedience to me as their 
present Governour ; if this be performed by the above mentioned Capt ; Bichard 
Keigwin. then this Obligation is to he in full force, power, and Yertue, or else to 
be voyd, and of none effect. 

Signed Sealed and Delivered in the presence of . . . 

Letter from John Gladman (one of the Commissaries sent to treat 
with the Bombay rebels) “ T’o the • John Child, cjoxiernor 

of Bombay and President of India, Peksia, &c., ffor affaires <f 
the lion: English East India Comp^i and QmnccU, In Suhatt,”^ 

“ Aldea AMBOLiNEj-y® 12 9br, 1681. 

“ Honoble ; S'" and Honor*' S’" 

“The present is to give your honor &ca, an account of the agreement 
made by S' Thoms: Grantham with Keigwjn &ca. in Bombay. The 
Returnes mony was delivered the 10 Instant, and is now on botird the Shipp 
Charles the Second, The ffort will be surrendered to-morrow upon a genGrall 
pardon being granted them by Sr. Thoms ; and he Seeing the same rattefted by 
your Honor, Soe that at present nothing is more wanted then your honors 
person, S' Thomas being engaiged to them not to sturr out of the ffort tell your 
Honours arrivall to See those engaigements he lies under to them performed, 
which I question not hut will be to your Honors &ca. Satisfaction,^ for a par- 


1 0 . 0 . 5252 . 

^ Aldea AmboHne” wms probably Amboli, “a small village in Salsette, 
about 2 m. north of Aiidheid station on the Baroda railway, which has a 
Christian population of about 700, and an old well-kept Gliurcli” {Gazetteer 
of Bombay Presidency, xiv, p. 9). Hear it are the Brahmanic Caves of Jogesli- 
war or Amboli, 

^ There is something wanting here in the original. 
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fci(^n\ar relation wlio hath all alonff acted in tl\n alfairo, the Sampsm^, and China 
Merchant are bodi arrived,^ the forinor the 7tli Insbaut, and the latter the 10th. 
The Gfiinpowder &csi. therein, sent for Antonio Camelo wx’ote Mr. Vatixe 
about, but noe boate as yett hath been sent to take tliem away. The other pro- 
visions for the Yiitoh came very seasonable, being then dcstittite of all. 

.•N !jt !i« -t ;ls 

I have considered all ways imaginable for the most Secure Conveyance of this 
soe important affaire, which, should it miss your honors &ca. reception might put 
a stopp to all, WherCMipon i could think of nothing befcter then for me to goe 
to VerseiuD upon account Mr. Newman was dead and Mr. Vauxe and all about 
him sickly, which might have put a Stopp to its conveyance, Soe tooke Capt. 
U-DBAiiS boat, and at my arrivall went to Capt. Anto Camelo, and Informed 
him that these things he had desired were aboard at Bombay, which he intends 
Speedily to send for I send two pattamara that in case one should mis- 

carry the other might arrive. Anto. Camelo De Abkue has promised to pay 
imediately after delivery for the Powder, Ghinns, Porpetuanos, according to the 
prices prescribed by your Honor &ca. 

“ There is nothing of great import bas passed between Sk. Thomas and the 
Rebels except high words with throitts (which made them think, and very well 
they might) that there would bo men landed upon them. Should I enlarge to 
particularlize propoaalls, w^ould hinder tlie pattaraars,- which is of more import. 
God send your honor a* Speedy and safe arrivall is the hearty desire of Houhle. 
and Honn’d Srs : 

“Your Honors &ca. Devoted and most humble scruant 

“John Gladman.” 

From II CIapy to Sir T. Gkantuam.'* 

*‘By my observations since you left the Shore the operation of the strong 
brandy is almost at its period, the Ring leaders of the Giddyheaded Rahlo hegin- 
ing to understand thoyr case better than they did, and are now about sending 
Capt: Nicoiiolls off to you with theyr Propo^^itions, some more discreet person 
having undeceived them ; for by what I have learned, they thought they had not 
bin included in the Pardon, with those who willingly accepted of it, so that their is 
still hope of a generall obedient accommodation, which God of His infinit good- 
nes and mercy graunt, for otherwise the poore innocent Inhabitants will he in a 
most miserable condition. Your Prudence in ike inanadgement of this gi’and 
Affaire is not in the least doubted by all the good People of this Island, knoweing 


1 Versqta, a small port on the west coast of Salsette, twelve miles north of 
Bombay. ^ Couriers. 

O.C, 5256. “This Capt. GarF\ Dr. Fryer, “is lie that was the last 
Governor fur the lung on the Island Bovibaini: Hu is a Person of a Mercurial 
Brain, a better Merchant than Soldier, is sldlFd in most of the Languages of 
the Country ... He lived at Achebij and was created a Noble by that Queen, 
was born a Venetian, but of JSvylislt Parents, by which means be understands 
Italianj Portugueze^ and Latin ^jerfectly, and is an accomplished Courtier” 
{Nine Years' Travels^ p. 157). Gary was afterwards a judge in Bombay. 
During the mutiny, Keigwin sent him to treat with the Mahrattas, which he 
did successfully. 
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that yonr inclmation is to prefpr Clemenoy beforo [Aiigr]*‘r. Bo plojiscd S" to giro 
my service to Dr. St. John (the .... ) and Mr. Gladman to -wliom would 

have writt a few [lines] did not the severity o£ the times disanimat mee. I baue 
[bin] so extrearaly menaced of late, that have not dared to aproach the Borta 
gate since thnrsday last, for they were resolved to keepe me a prisoner if I had 
appeared there. 

‘‘ Sr this, the Muccadam of this shibar^ bound for Goa (bcdongingto my sonne) 
is enordered to acoat your Shipp and deliver it to your owne hands, of whom I 
humbly beseech, not only the favor to graunt the said Vessell a free passage, but 
likewise give the said Muccadam a few lines, whereby she raaynavigat unmolested 
by any of the Companys Shipps ; The same I hegg of you for the rest of 

the Shibars, being in nomber six including my sonnes they all belonging to 

persons nnconcern’d in the (sic) and herein you will add much to the 

obligation of S your most hnmble and obedient Servant 

“ Bomb AIM the November 168 1. “ H: Gary 

Nicoholls is in the same predicament ^ 

as I am, and dares not atirr out neither as yctt — H. G.” 

We find in the records the pass granted by Sir T. Grantham in com- 
pliance with Mr. Gary’s reriuest, as follows-: 

‘‘ To all Com'numders and other Officers Tyelonging to any of the Shills hi the 
Service of the Honhte JEiiyh’sh East India Compa. Greeting. 

“ Suffer the Muccadum of this Shibar to passe without molestation, I being 
sati>liod of his concerns, and you will oblige “ Your Friend 

‘^Novemb: 15th: IGSL “ Tho ; Grantham. 

From aboard Ship Charles the Second in Bombay Boade.” 

From Oapt. IvKxawiN to Blr Tiioimab G-kantham.'* 

“ Sr. Thomas Grantham 

“ This too dayes past, I have been in expectation of being putt in Irons 
or haveing my throat cutt. 

“ They begin to grow colder, and I will putt the stratagem in execution when 
wo last parted ; or from the Mobile send yon propositions, forbear any Hostile 
action as yett, bntt what the bearer solicits I co’mend in (? to) yon. Your 
Coxon has betraid our charge. And others your counsell and condition on 
board. 

All the Officers are in great trouble but are constant to promise ; and all 
min’d if not aecomplisht. 

“ From my owne brest (?) ‘‘ Your Claret friend.”-* 

‘‘Ober 15th: 1681.” 


* Shaihdi\ a kind of coasting vessel, described as a great Patimdr. The 
latter is a fast-sailing vessel with latecn-i'ig, and one to three masts. The 
etymology is given as apparently P. Shuhi-hdr, “ royal carrier”. The term is 
now used for very large vessels cmjdoyed in the Malabar timber-trade. (See 
Bomltay GazettceVt vol. xiii, Ft. ii, p. 720.) 

2 O.C., 5258, ■'5 O.C. 5257. 

^ I snp})nse Claret is a disguised indication of the rebel Captain's name, 
“Keg-Wine”.’ 
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Indorsed : 

“ Gapt. Kigwbns letter to T. G. 

‘‘ Att our parting I avised him to draw a righting of rcsignement and to gett 
those soulders hands to it as was willing to the same, which would molliiie the 
rest. 

** What my Coxon did was by my order and tooke effect. 

“15thNovr. 1684.^’ 

From the same to tlie same:^ 

“Sr. Tho. Graisttham 

“ In a little tyme I hope to compose this unhappy difference. 

“Two of tho principle I have convinc’d and are wonderfull penitent for 
opposing me ; and are now my instruments to worko upon the rest ; they have 
drawen a paper, which touches my selfe and officers, which I consented to ; else 
could never have been effected (therefore hope noe advantage may he taken of 
itt) thirty have already submitted, in a day or two more I hope to accomplish it. 

“ I desire you would under write our propositions and send them by the 
hearer ; it will satisfye the unbelieving, and putt a speedier period to this troubler. 
My selfe and officer have been in danger of our lives and substance, chiefly 
occasion’d by the Coxon ; Capt. Nichols shall give you a suden visitt and a 
more particular account, and invitations to the Government. I dare not send 
you my fan (? plan) nor be knowen to write now ; pray Sir think itt not an excuse 
for in all reallity I am Your obedient serv‘ 

“ From Bombay ffort ‘ ' Bich : Keigwin. 

“ Ober IGth 1GS4. 

“ Be pleas'd to putt in the proposition tliat for the future every souldier shall 
receive his full pay according to contract in Ehglanb.” 

The preceding paper is endorsed by Grantham : 

“ Capt. Keigwins letter to T. G. 

“This letter came to me three dayos after the answer to their first Surrender 
and that day that I signed ther pardon. As soone as it was dtirke I convayed the 
12 baggs of Gold on board my Ship privatly, and afterwards being forced to 
a<iuitt the fort againe I persuaded Capt. Kigwen to deliver me what money he 
had of his owne, youseingmany arguments to him he was not safe, seing tho 
unrnliuess of tho souldiers and giueing him my faith I would deiiuer it him 
ugaino upon demand. At last consented and deliuered mee 2 baggs of Gould as 
he said was about 040^ protesting to me that was all his store. I gladly put it 
into my pockett, it being sealed, and then thought I had him fast, advising him 
to gett a paper writt for the willing souldiers to signo to ; and that would bring 
on the rest, which tooke good elect. What my coxon did was by my order to tel 
the soulders privatly I had gott all tho Beturne uiony on board, in hope to make 
the difference wider between them and their officers, whereby I might have some 
advantage which I believe acationed a speedier complyance than would have binn 
for they began to be afraid of one another.” 

This is followed by a lengthy paper of proposals, apparently that 
submitted by ICeigwin for Sir Thomas’s acceptance, which the former 


1 0.0. 5259. 
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refers to in his letters last transcribed (Novr. 16th). They are in a 
fine clerk’s hand, and from their quasi-legal rigmarole, apparently drawn 
by some one who had been a lawyer’s clerk. I give only a sample^: 

“Propositions, 

“Made by Capt : Richard Keigwin the President^ Govern our of Bombay 
and all the Commission officers with all Other Officers and Souldiers of the said 
Island unto Thomas Grantham Kn*; being fully empowered by the Presi- 
dent and Councell at Surratt to make an amicable agreement with the said 
Governour for the Surrender of the Fort and Island Bombay : 

“Imprimis. That the said Governour and Persons aforesaid and every one 
of them their Heires Executors and Administrators beo for ever indemnified for 
all and all manner of mutinies and all Acts whatsoever relating to the late Revolu- 
tion made on this Island on the 27th of December 1683, or at any time untill tbe 
Surender of the Island unto S^ Thomas Grantham and that action so done on 
tbe 27tb day of December aforesaid altbongb it shall be Deemed Treason or 
otherwise, yitt notwithstanding that it wholly be pardoned to them tbe said 
Governour &ca. tbeir Heires Executors and Administrators, and that tbe said 
action be forgiven and buried in Oblivion and never to be prosecuted by tbe 
honourable Eng”: Et: India Company, their Successors and Servants whatever.” 

(Here follow other articles, making 13 in all, concluding thus) : 

“ Lastly that these articles after they are signed to and possession of the 
premises given to S’" Thomas Grantham and registered in this Court of Judica- 
ture that it may reraaiue on record for the Benefitt of any person that may bee 
hereafter molested and that upon pleading these articles it may be a Barr 
against any suite whatsoever and that there be no further pi’oceedings on that 
action in any other Court of Judicature in England or on this Island.” 

“ Gentlemen. The above mentioned Propositions I accept of and declare 
upon my faith my honour and all that is sacred and good unto mee to see them 
performed according to the true meaning and intent of them to all the Officers 
and Inhabitants of Bombay. Witness my hand and seall this Eighteenth day of 
December*^ 1684 in Bombay fibrt. 

‘ ‘ Signed Sealed and DeF in the Presence of us . . . 

I do not feel quite certain of the place for tliis next letter, as the date 
has been torn, but I imagine it comes in this order, and should bear 
17th or 18th November; 

From Capt. Keigmtn to ^^Hon. Thomas Grantham Knt.^ Com^'' of 
Charles ye 2d,” (0,C. 2r;62.) 

“ Bombay Road. 

“ S*^: Thomas Grantham 

“ I thank God I have our Souldiers and Peoples consent to desire you to 
come on shore, and settle the Government. Capt“ Niciions we have desired 
once more to wait on you. Ther is not now a dissenting person ; therfore you 
are as safe as my Selfe, haveing ref erd all the compleatment of itt to my manage- 
ment, fayle not of being on shore to night, that we may have the more tyme to 


1 O.C. 5260. 

2 A mistake for Novcmhw 


Qu. ^‘present”. 
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draw np Bncli writings as may be most needfull for onr purpose on band, Soe 
desiring yon to give credence to the Bearer I conclude in haste 

Tour humble Servt. 

“Bombay ffort, ^*Eich: Keiowine. 

“( )thl684'’ 

The next following document is apparently that which Sir Thomas 
Grantham actually signed as pardon to the rebels, in lieu of their wordy 
X^roposals. It is a copy without signature (0,0. 5261). 

“ Whereas on the seaven and twentieth of Becemher last there was a Eevo- 
Intion made on the Island of Bombay by Bichabi) Keig-winb <&ca. And now 
a dutifull and subsequent complyance and present surrender for his Majesty, 
expressed and offered by the said Bichard BeiowiKb and all his Abettors &ca. 
Know all men by these presents that I Thomas Grantham, Knight, by virtue 
of my respective Commission from his Majesty of Create Brittaino, and the 
Hon’’’® ENOiiiSH East India Company, and the Hon”’® John Chidd President 
of India &c. doe by those Presents fully and absolutely promise give and grant 
unto the said Bichard Keigwine and all his Abettors &ca., as alsoe to all the 
Inhabitance of the said Island full absolute and Ample pardon, with his and their 
Bespective Lives Estates Immunities and Preveldges for all and every Act or 
Acts Crime or Crimes Transgression or transgressions, by him or any authoiuzed 
under him. Committed or permitted since and from the twenty sixth day of 
Becemher last one thousand six hundred eighty and three, and I the said Thomas 
Grantham doe by these presents firmly oblidge myaolfe my Heirs Executors 
Administrators and Aaaignes to make good and entirely performe all and singular 
the premises unto the above mentioned Bichard Keigwine <fcca. firmoly 
obliging my selfe to see this Generali pardon confirmed and ratified by his most 
Sacred Majesty of Great Brittaine, by the Hon”’® English East India Com- 
pany in England, and by the Hon’’’® John Child President &ca. here, at 
and upon his arrivall neare Bombay ffort, and further I the said Thomas Gran- 
tham doe agx'ee and bind myselfe my heires Executors Administrators and 
Aasignes to procure then and their an effectnall Generali Pardon from the said 
John Child &ca. signed by him in as large and ample a manner and forme, as 
usual in Law for use and hehoofe of the above said Bichard Keigwine and 
all hia Abettors yeilding and surrendering my Selfe by these presents as prents^ 
Hostage untill the said John Child doe Batifie Signe and Confirmo and declare 
ratified and confirmed and all and everything herein by me ratified and confirmed; 
Witness my hand and Seale this Eighteenth day of Beoember, One thousand Six 
hundred Eighty four in Bombay ffort.” 

Extract of a Utter from Mr. John Gladman to the President and 
Council at Surat, dated Bombay 9th December, 1684.2 

(The letter gives a narrative of Sir T. Grantham’s proceedings, which 
up to his escape from the Fort, after its first cession to him, contains 
nothing additional. It goes on): 

“ Sr. Thomas got as privatly out of the ffort as he could and went on board 


^ Sic , qy. for “ president’s” hostage ? 
2 O.a 5283, 
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bis Ship, where upon Consideration it was thought Convenient to send the 
Sam'pson to Mahim ... to block up that passage and hinder all boats going in 
that way, The Chyna Merchant whoe arrived here the 11*^° we ordered to lie 
under Cabbinjah to the eastward of Sr. Thomas Gbantham Ship, soethat noe 
boat could pass us, but commanded all on board, suffering noe provisions or any- 
thing to goe on Bombay. If the people would goe with theire boats they might, 
bat all that was in them was taken into the ship, not letting them carry soe 
much as a little wood with them, which was very much wanted in the Island. On 
the other hand the Pobtxjqese had stopt up all passage in Sallset, letting 
nothing goe off thence (which was not done in obedience to his Majesty or respect 
to your honours, but to requite them for an affront they had received from those 
heire) Soe that all Sustainance was Cut off from Supplying them. In this inter- 
view (? interval) the Souldiers were ffed with Licquors by some disaffected Persons 
that they might be the more easely perswaded to Continue in rebellion, which held 
till the 18th November, threatning to kill all those that should offer to surrender; 
all which time HEiawiN, eeletcheb, Wilkins, Smith and Sugab did use all 
endeauors possible to perswade them to a peaceable surrender, which they com- 
plyed with the 19^® ; artickles of agreement with a pardon being sent to Sr. 
Thomas Gbantham which was delivered him by Capt. Thomas Nicgolls and 
were signed by him. The same day hee went ashoare and tooke possession of the 
ffort. The next day the worshipful! John St. John, the other two com- 
manders and my Selfe went, where wee were very quietly receiued, and still con- 
tinew. The 21st Sr. Thomas sent for those Souldiers on board him, whoe when 
they came ashoare mixed them amongst those beffore, putting halfe in one 
Company and halfe in another, all people being very well satisfied (excepting fowr 
or five which appeare not openly, that shall be secured on board upon the ffirst 
offence, to receive the punishments dew to them), here is one Jones, as I am 
Informed Judge Jones Sone, that has been a greate actor in this rebellion, and 
is still very extravagant with his tounge, threatening to kill Mr. ZiNZAN when 
ever he comes ashore, for which and other dissatisfactions as to the Government 
we have sent to Secure him, and hinder that general Confusion which may 
happen by his folly.’* 

Extract of a letter from Dr. John St. John (sent out this year as 
Judge of an Admiralty Court) to the Company. It has no date, but 
must have been written in December 1684 (O.C. 5291). 

“Your Honours’ servants are discontented here; and in Shbbatt, All of 
them complain’d to me, as long as Your Honours creditt the private informations 
and letters of some, and displace others accordingly, your interest and affaires 
will suffer in every respect ; the last indulgence your Honours made is very un well- 
come. The Lord Chief e Justice Jones’s^ son is a pernicious man on this Island, 
after the generall pardon and wee reinstated, he doth not desist to speake the 
worst of things against ’your Honours : which tho’ too puhliquely don, canot he 
with safety prevented att present till the President arrives, and tho’ all the rest 
of the inhabitants are overaw’d with my Commission, anything from the King 
Sounding greate, yett this man will not ahstaine from his vnderhand practises. 
It wounds my heart to see how your Honours are served. Wee have two Inter- 


1 Sir Thomas Jones was Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, 1683 to 
1686. 


n 


2 



cl XXX 


JUOar.APTIICAL AND OTIIEU ILLUSTRATIONS: 


lopers in the rinei’s month neare SniTatt, hat my advice in seixinp them 
caxiot be executed, the Goniandera of all your Ships I'efuse to obey the Pre- 
sident and Selfe in that pointe, alledging^ they have no power. There must be 
more effectual! Course taken as to this perticular at home .... 

‘^S". Thomas Grantham is highly entitled to your Honours favour. He 
approved himselfe just, firme, and honest to your Honours Interest. He tooke 
verry greate paines in rediiceing this Island, and one time narrowly escaped being 
killed. He is a fortunate man, and without him this Island had not been so 
easily and without any bloodshed reduced”. 

There are, in the Btate-Pa 2 :)er-Ofiice Documents” in the llecord 
Ofhce, a variety of papers relating to the Bombay revolt, from the pen 
of the same Dr. John St. John. The first is written within a few clays 
of his arrival from Europe. Its fulsome laudation of President Child 
is in ludicrous contrast to the tone six months later, when the same 
official, having treated the Judge’s claim cavalierly, sinks to ‘‘one 
John Child”! 

Dr. John St. John to the King, dated “from S^yALLF.y Maihne near 
SuiiRATT this 20th of 7ber 1(.)84” : 

51 ^ 

“And when upon a full information by most of your Majesties subjects here, and 
the honble. President himselfe I was satisfied and convinced that this Rebellion * 
and Conspiracy att Bombay was carried on, and promoted by the Interlopers 
and theme Agent here, the reproaches, scandalous and ignominious falsitudes 
they openly spread of your Majesty ai*e notorious to all nations here, even the 
very heathens, the pyratical depredations, murders, and other late actions of the 
Interlopers on the Coast of India and Gttlph of Persia, are of incredible 
dishonour to your Majestic, disparagement of the whole English Nation and 
destruction of your Loyall Subjects here. . . (with much more of the infinite 
mischief caused by these Interlopers.) 

“ And all this is less then I am inform’d by your Majesties truly loyall and 
honest Subject our Honble : John Child President of India, and his Councell. 
His Experience here, IJLs ability, judgment, conduct, true Loyalty, and zealous 
disposition for your Majesties and the English Nations concernes are to the admi- 
ration and Content of all your Majesties Loyall Subjects in India, and at this 
time to my certaine knowledge nothing in this world woundeth his heart more 
then to See and heare how vndutifully, falsely, and maliciously the Interlopers 
asperse, represent, and vilifie your most Sacred Majestie here, w^ho confederating 
with the present Hehells at Bombay, alleged all that your Majestie granted 
this last adclitionall Charter to the Honble ; Bast India Company in considera- 
tion of a vast Summe of money ; that your Majesties Proclamation was of no 
force nor binding without an Act of Parliament ; that your Majestie could do 
nothing without the same &ca. as appeared effectually by Oapt. Kegwin, the now 
Olivek, of theP-ebella and Pi'otector of Bombay, publiguely asserting that your 
Majesties Proclamation was not binding, having an Interloper there in the har- 
bour of Bombay which he protected ” etc. etc. 

“ In all my lifetime I never mett with a more zealous subject of your Majes- 
ties then this Honble, J ohn Child, he often declares that he would Sacrifice 
vnto your Majestie and in your Service the last di^op of Ms blood, he is vneasie 
and impatient to see your Majestie dishonoured and vilified by all the Hebells of 
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Bombay and Interlopers, and the more because lie hath not power or authoritie 
to vindicate the same. He hath been in India vpwards of 25 yeares, and by the 
Judgment and Confession of ever-y one wee never yett had and must not expect 
a man of his ability judgment and conduct, . . . and I humbly conceave it highly 
concerneth your Majesties interest to prevent his leaveing India or removeall, 
for all our present hopes are in him alone att this distance. His troubles, cares, 
affronts, and Sufferings by the Interlopers are so numerous that he is weary of 
his Life, and Imploy. ... all the rest of the Honble : Presidents Family are as 
truly Loyall and as well deserving of your Majestie, for theire greate integritie 
and loyalty as any Knott of your Majesties Subjects in India or BNaLAND 
which addeth in this Juncture verry much to my Satisfaction &ca.’" (!!) 

“ I thought it my duty to enlarge thus. . . . because, I am an impartiall man 
.... and if for our speedy protection herein your Majestie should think fitt to 
create the President of Subratt Lord Admirall of India with power to proceed 
more effectually against Interlopers, and other pyratts and Bebells hei’e, it will 
add to the generall Satisfaction of all your Majesties Loyall Subjects here, and 
the President will assert your Majesties Prerogative, and raaintaine the rights 
and Properties of the English Nation with equall dignity. He is the onely man 
wee have in India fitt and qualified to regulate all with creditt and advantage" 
etc. etc. etc. 

(This nauseating person had arrived at Surat just five’ days before !) 

There is also a lleport by the same jjerson, and in the same tone, 
dated 23rd Septr. ; another letter to the King commending Sir Thomas 
Grantham, of 27th January 1684-5 ; and one of the 5tli February in 
like strain to the Luke of York. In the latter, however, St. John 
says : 

There hath been many irregular things done here by some of the Companys 
Servants, and Strange provocation given. The like of the future I will study to 
prevent. I will not be wanting to my duty in forwarding to your Eoyal High- 
ness my impartiall Judgment of all things in Asia." 

Things are much changed when we get to the month of May (10) 
1685, when we have a letter of the Judge’s to Sir Leoline Jenkins, 
Secretary of State, in which he requests the latter’s protection against 
President Child, who has deprived him of the ofiice of Judge of 
Bombay ! 

I am to acquainte yon that I arrived here the 3d of 7ber: 84 in good health, 
and finding the Fort and Island Bombay in a revolution, Sr ; Thomas Gban- 
THAM and my Selfe (!) successfully reduced the same and reinstated the Com- 
panys Servants after nine monthes banishment. After all thus settled att my o wne 
proper expences four months, Sr : Tho = was no sooner gon then the President, 
one John Child, contrary to my contract in England and repeated assurances 
from him selfe, disposed of the Judicature at Bombay, and gave his Commission 
to another altogether incapabiej having never studied any law or learning ; 
but this is not all, they refused to pay me a penny of my Sallary, tho’ I have 


1 It was Mr. Vaux, whom Child had appointed to be judge in Civil Suits. 
See Bruce^ ii, 565. 
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Upwards of 200o6 due to me. . . . I am sure the G-overnment liere and my bar- 
barous vsage will be bigbly displeasing to his Majestie.” . . . 

Extract of a letter from the Council at Surat, to the Courts dated 
“ Swally-Marine, 2d Deer. 1684.” (O.C. 5274.) 

Inclosed is a small Portuq-tjbz Letter that giyes an acaoxint of Bombay 
being in Sr. Thos. Granthams hands, which wee hope is true, but to our 
admiration have not anything from him, nor any other, besides that wee now 
send. ...” 

The next extract shows with how little complacency the Surat autho- 
rities regarded the easy terms which Sir Thomas had given to the rebels : 

From Letter of the same to same^ dated “ Swally-Marinb, 

13th Jan. 1684” (5). (O.C. 5295.) 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Allthough Sr. Thomas Grantham &ca. may have given a full accompt of 
all by Ship Mexico concerning the reducing of Bombay, yet we think it not 
amiss to send you Coppie of the Mutineers proposals made to Sr. Thomas 
wherein your honours will see their Impudence and x*anck naughtiness to the last. 
EIeiowin the notorious naughty Easoall is on Board of Charles the 2d. ^ as Impu- 
dent as hell gloring in his Eouguery, being Secur'd under Sr. Thomass protec- 
tion, with whom he designes for England. Wee canott see but hee will get 
out of our hands, but Indeed its ten thousand pittys he should escape the 
Halter, being the very false Eascall without whome the Eevolt on Bombay 
would not have bine.” 

This important matter accomplished, Sir Thomas Grantham, after 
revisiting Surat, departed in his ship Charles the Second for England, 
where he arrived in July 1685. On his arrival at Falmouth, he for- 
warded the following to the King — viz., James II, who had succeeded 
in the February preceding : 

‘‘July 24:th 1685.1 

‘‘May it please your most Sacred Majesty. 

“ I humbly presume to congratulate your Majesties prosperity and good 
success against those wicked Eebels which endeavoured to violate your most 
Sacred Majesties just Bight. 

“ On the 21st Instant off of Falmouth I happily mett with Capt.DAYis and 
Capt. Trev anion by whom I had the good news which was the most welcome in 
the world to me. I have brought home Capt. Keigwin and liop© that I have 
Acted on Bombay Account, may be well pleaseing to your Majesty, which God 
grant. As soone as I arrive in the Biver I will waite on your Majesty and pre- 
sent a Catalogue of all my Transactions in all places in my Voyage. I endea- 
voured to settle the distractions on Sta Helenba but there is an old Oliverian 
Presbiterian Governour who would not adhere to reasonable tearmes but is 
rather inclineable to Abingdon Law. I have a Petition from the Inhabitants of 
the Island which I shall present to your most Sacred Majesty with some other 


1 This letter is in the Becord Office (from State Paper East India 
Papers, Portfolio No. 11, 20). It is written on coloured glazed Oriental 
paper stencilled with a diaper. 
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Papers taken from tlie Eebels at Bombay who have been encouraged by the 
Presbiterian Party and Interlopers. Praise to God I left the Island in Peace and 
quietness under the Government of Mr. Charles Zinzan, who it is believed is 
a Loyall Subject to your most Sacred Majesty. I humbly beg your Majesties 
Pardon, and be pleased to accept of this at present from him who desires to live 
no longer then he hath the continuance of your most Sacred Majesties ffavour 
who will never be wanting to serve your Majesty with my Life and ffortune 
and Subscribes himselfe as in Duty bound 

** Your Majesties most Loyall and obedient 
“Subject and Servant 

“Thomas Grantham.” 

In the Herald’s Office recital, which has been quoted largely before, 
we also find a description of Sir Thomas’s jjroceedings at Bombay, 
which by no means corresponds with his own narrative given at the 
time. It states that : 

“ He, the said S’ Thomas Grantham lay by till he had Secured or cut off 
22 of their Ships and Vessels laden with Provisions or Merchandize, and then 
landing the 22th of the Same Month of November with 250 men in the Night 
surprized the Castle and Port which had 114 Peices of Cannon mounted, Making 
himself Master thereof, whereupon he released the aforesaid Mr. Ward from his 
Confinement, retrieved to the Value of 12 Thousand Pound of the Company's 
Treasure that had been Treacherously seiz’d in the Ship Return, and without 
the effusion of Blood reclaimed both Soldiers and Inhabitants to their Due obe- 
dience by the Seasonable Offer of Indemnity. . . . which he afterwards pro- 
cured to be ratified on Board the Charles the Second at the Rivers Mouth of 
Surat, 20th Pebry. 1C84-5, by the Honourable John Child, since created 
Baronet, President of India &c. And the said Sr : Thomas Grantham , . . 
upon his coming Home received of the Gift of his most Gracious Sovereign and 
Master the late Ring James 2 a very valuable Gold chain and Medal, as an 
Evidence of his favorable acceptance of his Remarkable Services, besides a Con- 
siderable Present from the Honorable the East India Company out of their 
gratefull sence of his having faithfully and effectually discharg’d the Severall 
Important Trusts Committed to his Management.” 

It appears from the same document that Grantham held the posts of : 

“ One of the Gentlemen Ordinary of Her Majesty’s moat Honorable Privy 
Chamber and Esquire for the Queen’s Body at Her Royal Coronation, in both 
which Stations he likewise Served the late King WilliaIm: and Queen Mary of 
glorius and immortal memory, Having also been one of the Directors for 
Greenwich Hospitall from its First Foundation.” 

Sir Thomas is described in 1711, as of Batavia House in the Parish 
of Sunbury in the County of Middlesex. The date of his death I have 
not found.i ^ painful conclusion to these notices of a man who 

^ By the courte.sy of the Vicar of Sunbury, I learn that the Parish Register 
contains no entry of the burial of Sir Thomas. Under April 26, 1711, it 
records the burial of “ The Lady Grantham”. The same authority informs 
me that Batavia House no longer exists, but there is a field (no doubt its 
site) .still known as Batavia. 
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seems to Iiave really done eminent services to Ms country, to be com- 
pelled to express a belief that in liis old age lie tlms grievously falsified 
the narrative of some of his actions and their results. 


I add the following manful despatch, which was written by Capt. 
Keigwin a few years before his mutiny, after a naval action which he 
fought with the Mahrattas at Hemduy Kemdiiy, south of Bombay 
(O.C. 4665). 

“ Wurshipfull S' and Councill ; 

“ 1 have received your letters by the hoates with water, by which you mention 
of our engagement seen and heard by you, Soe Soone as the day appear^ wee see 
Sevagees Armada drawn out of Nagaun, rowing up to us alongst Shoare, Keep- 
ing the shoare close on board, at East ti fresh land breaze. Wee riding at an Anchor 
musket shot of them, they rowed up as far as Tull just a brest of us, I was 
going to send to them, but they came upon me so fast with the Wind and their 
Oars, with their Prows upon mee, firing, that I had not time, Wee not being able 
to bring a Gun to beare upon them riding with our heads towards them. Our 
Strength and Shibbarsi lying aft, were forced to cut and loose our sailes, the fight 
began about Seaven of the clock, I commanded the Shibbars and Manohuas- to 
keepe a little a head of me, and they kept so far that I had no Succour from 
them, my Selfe and Mr. Gapes Groh- the Stern most ; what accident befell the 
latter, I know not, but lie called to me, I haled up our Mainsaile in the hrailes 
for wee could Shoi'ten no more Saile for feare of being on Shoare but J a mile 
before the Enemy was up with him his Ensigne and Topsaile was struck, the 
the rest of the fSeet ran from me, Seeing our selves a lone Capt : Minchin and 
my selfe encouraged our Souldiera and Seamen admonishing them what disgrace 
it would be to Christians to be Prisoners to heathens but courageously to defend, 
and fight the enemy bravely, they unanimously said they would live and dye with 
us, wee promised to show our selves forward for their example, we habd up our 
sailes, the Enemy thinking we wore as easily swallow’d as the othei*, came up our 
sterne, with 24 Grobs, I know not how many Gal wets, ^ I order’d our men not to 
fire untill the word of Comand, Soe when they came within Pistoll Shot, and they 
finding us mute, thrust themselves forward in their boates to enter, but wee dis- 
charged our Sterne Chase with Bound Shot and Patridge, and presently our 
blunder busses and small shot so smartly ply’d, that checkt their driimes and 
Pipes, and in halfo an hour, wee beat them from their Guns and Mus<iuets, and 
brought them by the Lee, Some was seen to goe downe to the bottome, they 
were a greate while before they could goe about, had our Shibbars Manchuas and 
Grob stood by me, wee had secur’d the one halfe of them, hut God have given us 
the victory, that with this small vessell wee should defeate 40 saile, wee presently 
tackt upon them and chased them into Shallow water, and they are holed againe 
in Nagaun, I sent for those officers on hoard and declared tKem Cowards nor can 
they make any defence for themselves, for some endeavour’d to run to Shoare, 
others they did not know where, but they haue promised to stand by me better 


^ See note, p. clxxv. 

^ Manchnc(>y a large row-boat. Groh^ or more correctly Grab, a kind of 
galley, Galwet or Gallivat, a large war-boat with, oars, the origin oijoUu-hoaL 
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for the future, hut the trust wee have in our selves is more then I can from them 
thinke, and soe wee ride Triumphant againe at Henry Henry, in time of our 
engagement there was five boates went in besides M!r. Gapes Grob, which they 
have hal’d up, if you could fit up a fire boate out of hand, they might be burnt 
in the night. I am sorry for the Loss, hut it cant he remedied, if they come out 
with the jSieet to morrow I will fight them God willing, but am glad to heare of 
the Succour your Worship is sending us, for the countenance of a Ship dismays 
the Enemy, thus having charity for all men and hoping future amendment, 
Seeing us a lone bang the Enemy, with the Check and admonition I have given 
these officers I hope they may doe better, and I rcmaine 

“Tor : obedient Servt : 

B,evengey Hendry Hendry ‘ ‘ EicfeARD Heigwin. ’ ’ 

“ October the 18th 1679. 

The reliefe they have had as yet is but small. Wee want spare musquets 
Some being split, wee want wood throughout the fleet, which is as necessary as 
water.” 


GYFFORD, WILLIAM. There has been some confusion about this 
gentleman, owing to the fact that he had one or more contemporaries of 
the same surname in the Company’s service. Both Mr, Talboys 
Wheeler, and the Rev. Philip Anderson, in his interesting book, The 
Eiujlhli in Western Ivdia^ seem to identify Mr. Gifford, or Gyfford, who 
was Deputy-Governor of Bombay from 1670-71 to 1676, with the 
gentleman of the same surname who was sent to open trade at Ton quin 
in 16712-73.^ But the Deputy-Governor’s Christian name was Pkilij), as 
Mr. Anderson knew, and as letters with his signature in the India 
Office show, and this Philip died in 1676 ; whereas the gentleman sent 
to Tonquin, identical, as his autograph proves, with the subject of 
this article, was William, and lived long beyond 1676. 

Wii^LiAM Gyffoiid was first entertained by the Company as a factor 
in December 1057.^ He appears in the Council of Fort St. George in 
1662, and his signature to a letter, dated April 11th in that year 
(O.C. 2929), identifies him with the William Gyfiord who was Governor 


^ See Talboys Wheeler s Madras, etc., vol. i, p. 124, and Anderson, 2nd 
ecL, x^. 119. 

2 “At a court of Committees Holden the 21st of December 1757 after- 
noon e : 

“ . . . . was read to the Court the several! x^etibions for employment, vizt: 
(among 1 5 in all) Wm.- Gifford’. 

“ But before the Court made choice of any of them It was agreed to send two 
young men to remayne at Guiney and three to Voyage out and home vx^on such 
Ships as they shall be ax>pointed to ; And to xicrforme such service for the 
Comxiany as they shall require, who shall give a Bond of SOOL a x^^ecc 
security and have 50c£ a x)eece for the said voyage.” ( W. Gyfford was one of 
tlu^so entertained on the latter terms, and was x'justecl as factor to the ship 
Blacknwrc,) 
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of Forfc St. George in tlie time of Mr. Hedges. I find an earlier 
mention of him, wliich shows that in or before 1659^ he had been sent 
to the Archipelago, or the South Sea, as it was termed at the India 
House in those days. A letter of his, as 2d. of Council of the Fort, 
to the Agent there, dated June 5, 1GG3, shows that he then desired to 
return home.^ 

“You may please to remember that in the Honourable Company’s In- 
structions which you brought ont along with you, you have in charge the 
examination concerning my two Maccassae voyages, whereunto I returned 
you my Answer in writeing, and was thereby at a generall Consultation 
in MetchIiDPAtam the 20th of October 1662 by yon cleared and enordered to 
take upon me the Seconds place in Foet St. Geoeo-e which hitherto I have 
willingly performed, but my tyme being now almost expired, and my encourage- 
ment soe small, I thought it convenient to give your Worsp ; &ca: notice of my 
Intentions home j that in the mean tyme you might bee thinking of some one to 
supply my place, which hope you bee pleased to take heade of, and discharge 
mee, as alaoe to Lycence my retourne to my Native Countrey according to my 
desire, that I may be providing for the same in tyme. 

“But notwithstanding the above written, if your Worp : &ca: are not at 
present furnished with a person fitt for this employment (though presume you 
are with enough) and that my Service therein may bee esteemed by you obso- 
lutely necessary, I shall bee very willing to doe my best endeavours vntill you 
shall bee provided, being resolved that my Hono**’* Masters Affaires shall not 
suffer by any omission of mine, humbly acknowledging my selfe to bee theirs and 
yours,” etc. 

I presume that the Agent used strong persuasion, but in any case Mr. 
Gyif ord continued to hold his place in the Council till the beginning of 
1605. The last letter to the Court, signed by him, that I have found, 
is dated 12th Jan. 1661 (i c., 1665). The hot dissensions between 
the Agent, Sir Edward Winter, and some members of liis Council, 
which ended in such an extraordinary episode, were in full blaze, and 
Gyfford is spoken of in the letters written by the Agent and those who 
adhered to him, as trying hard, though vainly, to bring about reconcilia- 
tion between Winter and his adversaries, of whom the leader was 
William Jeaesey, These had only, it is represented, drawn Jearsey’s 
hostility upon Gyfford himself. Gyfford apparently left in January 
1665, and the Winter episode did not culminate till June. It will be 
found noticed under Sambrooke. 


^ On 26th July in that year Mr. Daniel Sheldon, of the Factory at Ktlsim- 
bdzdr, writing to Thomas Davies at Hiigli, says (O.C. 2791): 

“ I give you many thanks for the undeserved opinion you have of me. I 
know not any friend I have at the Coast could make the Agent have the 
least, noe man besides Mr, Gifford Knowing I understood anything in (illegi- 
ble), and he’s gon to Macassar.” 
a O.C. 2978. 
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After six and a half years Mr. Gyfford again tried his fortunes in the 
East. Under 21st Sept. 1671, we find the following notices regarding 
his re-appointment to the Company’s service: 

In Court Boohj 7th June 1671 : 

‘‘The Grovernotir acquainting the Court that Mr. Bards cannot proceed in 
the Company's Service, They took consideration of the rest of the Eactors 
already chosen, And resolved that Mr. William Gyfford he recommended 
to the Agent and Oouncel to he employed as Chief in one of the Eactories to he 
settled at Tttnquebn or Eormosa/’ 

And under 30th June : 

“ The Court now proceeded to the placing of the Factors and Writers formerly 
elected, and to the establishing of their Salaries, which are appointed as 
follow eth vizt : 

“ David Stephens, 150^ per Annum 
‘ ‘ Simon Deltob, 120^ , , 

“ William Gyfpord, .£120 ,, 

Under 23rd August : 

“ Mr. CrTFFORD permitted to take his Sister along with him in the Zant 
frigot for the South Seas, he paying her passage.** 

We find also a letter from the Court to Bantam (the Council of 
which was set over all the Settlements in the farther East), in which 
mention is made of Factors engaged, and among others, of “Mr. 
Wm. Gyffokd at 120£ per annum to be cheife in our ffactory of Ton- 
queene”. Also that during his stay at Bantam he was to be of the 
Council there.^ 

There is in the records (O.C. 3708) an immensely long letter from 
Tonquin, dated 7th Dec. 1672, signed by W. Gyfford, Thom: James, 
and IST. Waite.^ The letter extends to 31 closely written pages, giving 

^ Of Mr. Samuel Barron, entei’tained as a factor at the same time as Gyfford, 
we find the following unconsciously comic account in the Court’s letter : 

“ We have entertained Mr. Samyell Barron .... intended Second for 
Japon, whoe informed us that he was borne at Tonqueene, His Grandfather 
by the Father’s Side a Scotchman, His Father a Dutchman, And his Mother 
of the race of the Portuoalls ; hath bin in the Dutch service, well acquainted 
with Tonqueene, Tywan, Japon, and China.” 

Many years later the Court write to Fort St. George regarding this poly- 
phyllian personage (9 June 1686): 

“Mr. Samuel Barron is no servant of ours but a Deserter, the history 
whereof is too long to tell you . . . .” 

^ This gentleman was afterwards Agent at Bantam, and dismissed by the 
Court. Lik e many others of their .^ismissed servants he took service with 
the New (or Eogliah) Company, and in 1699, as Sir Nicholas Waite, became 
the President and Consul of that Company at Surat, where his intemperate 
folly made much mischief. (See under Gayer.) 
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aa account of their dealings with the Oovernineut, auti of the details 
and prospects of trade at Tonqiiin. We may take a sample : 

“Now yoTir Honours have had some prospect of this trade, We presume you 
will conclude'^ to prosecute it notwithstanding the trouble and the great expenecs 
we have from the Coiirte, because of the great gaine that in some short tyme 
your honoux's will find comeing in by it ; butt this King must he pleased. There 
is as much Eeason to obliedge- him as the Emperor of Japon, for we believe he is 
as proude ; and if he should know that your honours wrot (3 to Japon and not to 
him, he would never permitt us to aetle here. He looks upon Japon to be a 
Small Oountrey in respect of his, and will not btdieve to the contrary. Ho is 
now gone to Warr with 800,000 men against CoACiiiN Ghyna” .... 

Further on they give a detail of presents that should be sent out fur 
the King and others. Some of these are : 

“ Hatts of broadest sort, 20, to give away as we see occasion. 

“ Ten dozen quart botles of Sweet Mallago wine to give awiiy .... 

“ A young Lyon if to be gott, or otherwise a Lyons skin .... 

“ Tulip roots and eminies (anemones r) .... 

“ An Eagle and a few Turkies .... 

“ Allablaster ffigures of YnNXOE. 

“ Two or three Shock Loggs very small . . . . ” 

Whilst in this post Gyiford fell under the Court’s animadvex^sion and 
was removed, as I find from the following entry in the Court Baok^ 4th 
November 1G75 : 

“ We find how the Agent Mr. Giffoed and Mr. James have drove a greater 
trade in CalHcoes for Tonquin then the Comimny ; ffor which cause the Com- 
mittees ai’e of opinion Mr. Gyftbx*d he removed as Chief, and sent for home, and 
Mr. Benjamin San see be Chief of Tunkin.’* 

About a year later the fault is condoned, Court Booh^ 20tli October 
1C76: 

“ The Committees having seen a Journall of Mr. Giffords and Councell 
lately come to their hands, giving a lai’ge accompt of all transactions at Ton- 
QtTBEN, relateing to the commerce of those parts. They thereupon oiler it as 
their opinion That Mr. Gipfoed be continued Chiefe at Tonqueen (provided 
that he forbear private Trade).^’ 

however, came home, for iii Court Boolc^ 22nd February 
1677-8, we find : 

“ The Committees to whom the busines of Mr. W"‘ Gtfford was referred, 
reporting that they found he had an interest in ixeeces of Callicoe in 

private trade from Bantam to Tonquin, and lie being called in alledged that 
^he apprehended the same had been permitted .... On consideration thereof 
had, It appearing that his trading in the said Callicoes was before the prohibi- 


“ Conclude”, as used here, would now be called an Americanism, 

2 And here we have a memorial of the old-fashioned pronunciation ohteq/e, 
which, perhaps, expired with Sir Boderick Murchison of honoured memory. 
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tion inade in 1G71, and tliat liis only neglect was in not Registering tlie same 
according to order ; and in regard of his great Suffering by the Warr and other- 
wise, while he was in the Companys service at Tonquin, The Court were pleased 
to remit the stated damages dtie on the said Callicoes, and ordered tha,t his Acct. 
of Salary be made up to the time of his arriving home from Ba.ntam.” 

22nd March 1674-8. TIis security bonds ordered to be delivered to 
be cancelled. And not quite three years later (3rd Novr. 1680) he is again 
entertained to join the Council at Fort St. Gleorge ; 8th Deer., elected 
Agent there ; and 29th Deer, he is formally nominated to supersede 
Streynsham Master as Agent and aovernor at Fort St. George. Whilst 
holding that office he proceeded, under orders from home, in 1684, to 
relieve Hedges of his authority in Bengal. (See Diaru^ pp. 136 seqq) 

Gyiford in turn found himself entered once more in the Court’s 
black books. Some example of the language which they applied to 
him has been given already p. xx, ‘note) ; and here is another 

specimen : 

‘'You allmost tire us out with writcing so much and so often on the Same 
Subject, and at beat you make us loose a year or two Revenue, before you put 
our order into effectuall execution, which was the fatall errour of that heavy 
President Gti’Pord.” (Qourt to the Fort, 22 Jany. 168^.) 

I have not found in the records any dispatch from the Court super- 
seding Mr. Gyfford, but the order appears in The Compamfs Commis- 
sion for EstaUi slang of the Preside7it and Cotmcil ofFom: St. Geougk, 
dated 22nd October 1686, and sent '' on the Bengali via Suratt.” 

This, after rehearsing how the Court “ appoints Sir John Child 
Barronett to be our Captaine Generali, Admiral!, and Commander in 
Chief of all our land and sea forces and Governour of our island of 

Bombay, City of Madrass, and Fort St. George,” etc., etc “ and 

next under the said Sir John Child our Generali, The said Elihu 
Yale to be President of and for all our affaires on the Coast of Choro- 
mandell and Bay of Bengali” .... Then goes on to declare : 

"And we do hereby revoke, annuli, repeal and make Void the Ooramission by 
us granted under our larger Seal, unto William Gyteoud Esq, bearing date 
the 29 December 1680,’’ etc*, etc. 

hir. Talboys Wheeler also gives the following extracts from the 
Minutes of Council surviving at Madras : 

" Saturday 23 July, 1687. This evening late the box of Letters etc, from the 
Right Honb^® Company per the Williamson, was brought on shore and deferred 
till Monday to be perused. 

" Monday 25 July. The General Letters and Commission from the Right 
Hon^'*" Company were perused, and the President finding by said Commission that 
Elihxt Yale Esq. was constituted President, and President Gyefobd’s Com- 
mission revoked, he delivered np his charge, which with President Gtfeord’s 
best wishes for all good success and prosperity to the Right Honhle. Company’s 
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affairs under the management of the New President, concludes this Consultation 
Book/’i 

Another extract from the same work terminates my knowledge of 
President Gyfford’s career : 

‘'Friday 29 July 1687. The Rt, Honhle. Company, in their General Letter, 
having complained of their great charge in keeping two tables, which was 
chiefly occasioned by President Gtppoed’s indisposition, the Fort being always 
unhealthfnl to him necessitated his living at the Garden, which he found to 
agree with him much better. And though the Company do suppose and believe 
that the Et. Honble. Company do still retain a good esteem and respect for him 
and his services, yet in obedience to their Honours’ orders we cannot presume to 
continue that charge ; and President Gyppord desiring to excuse his coming to 
the Fort, and to continue at the Garden during his short stay in India, — it is 
thought fit and ordered to be allowed him Pagodas 25 per month for his diet 
while here, with a suitable number of Peons and other servants.”- 


HAGGERSTON, THOMAS. The history of this person and of his 
appearance in Bengal is given at pp, 96, 97 of Bianj^ qAK He had 
absconded with 130,000 Rs. worth of gold and pearls entrusted to him in 
the Persian Gulf to carry to Surat. Arriving at Balasore, in the ship 
of a Oapt. Burton, he was arrested by order of Hedges and the Hugli 
Council, and appears to have been carried in arrest to Huglf. For we 
find in the records the following letter from the HugK Council, followed 
by the original letter written by Haggerston to the said Captain Henry 
Burton, both being dated “Hiigly the 24th August, 1G83.”3 

Letter from the Htigli Ooimcil, 

“Mr. Wm. Fitzhxtoh and Counc'S 

‘^Yonrsof the 6th and 12th inst: we have received, to both which wo 
have nothing to reply. 

“ Thoma-s Haquerston arriv’d here 2 dayes agoe, and has confest that he 
has putt to his owne use 8 Parcells of the 18 delivered to him at Bassera and 
CONO, and the rest given to people at Surrat, some of whome we are informed, 
have absolutely denyed the receipt of any. 

“ We doe hereby order you to seize and secure all that shall be found belonging 
to the said Thomas Hagoerston, whether goods or necessaries, and take an 
Inventory of them, and send it to us that we may order the disposall of them as 
is best for the satisfaction of those that intrusted him. 

“ We are informed that halfe Mr. Burton’s ship and Cargoe belongs to him, 
which we wonld have you seize and secure till further order, and inquire what is 


^ A new book is always opened with the advent of a New Governor.” 
Talhoys Wheeler ^ i, 172. 

^ Ib.f pp. 177-8. The allowance would be about equal to 90 Es. a month. 

^ O.C. 4966, and 4965. 
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become of tlie mony that he receired of Capt. ITdall for spice, and secure it, 
giving advice to 

Srs. 

Yonr affectionate friends, 

“^‘Mr. HAGGf^EESTON Sending a letter to be con- Wm. Hedges 

veyed to Capt. Burton, we thought good to John Beard 

breake it open, and Seal it againe with the Agents Wm. Johnson 

Seal; we send you a Ooppy, which after perusall “R: Trenchpiedd.” 
and seizure of all goods, Jewells &c., you may 
deliver the originall to Capt. Burton.” 

Initials of Council), ‘^turnover.” 

(On the back in Hedges’ holograph) 

Kept till the 25th August 1683.” 

We are inform'd Mr. Haggerston has gott Mr. Perkes to write 
away with all speed to Ballasore to convey all his money, Jewells, and effects 
whatsoever. Be nimble upon your receipt of this and seize with all speed : We 
are &c.” (signed as before.) 

This serves only for a reiteration of my former request to you that you 
will according to y* advice of all People in general! come up and clear your Selfe 
and Shipp of all claim the Agent may have upon you, bringing with you your 
Bill of Saile, sheweing Mon8^ Powlhse halfe part of your Shipp, the Beetle nut 
Acco*: alsoe bring np with you, not else but my due respects to your worthy Lady 
and my dear little Mistress Comforting her what you can, and if all things in 
your house (together with what small Jewells she hath, which tho Consisting not 
in the uttmost to above 5: in 600: Rup*: by some heese (sic) Rascalls here reported 
2; in 3000; Rup*:) be seized on the Agents pleasure, in the Condition I am in 
who can help it, lett her not greeve ; one day up, another downe fortunes wheel ; 
if we escape with our lives, enough, if not through trouble and greife it happens 
otherwise to me. Heaven prepare me accordingly, and lay nothing to the charge 
of those occationed it. Hot else from 

“ Your ffriend and Servant 

“ Htjgeey the 24th “ Tho Disconsolate 

August 1683. Tho: Haggerston.” 

Come up with speed, if your wife he recovered, if you tender your owne 
goode or hers.” 

Then follows, dated Sept. 3rd, 1683 

Indorsed, 

^‘To the Right Worsp‘‘; The Agent. 

‘‘Right WorsJuS^ 

“According to my best of my knowledge I have drawne out anAcco*. 
as exact as possible, maybe if there proves any small matter more it is at your 


1 O.C. 4969. 
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Wovsliip’R Service, if your Worship pleases to lett mo know when you next 
write for Ballasobe I will give you an order for the Pepper money, anti 
Beetle nutt money if received, the 903: rups; Capt. UdAll will pay. I shall also 
send up for the Shipps Acco'® that your Worship may he sattisfyed in that 
Pertieiilar. As for Ready money I engeniously declare I have nott a Rupee in 
the World more than what your Worship was pleased to take from me, which I 
brought up for charges hei’e and left 100 at home with my wife for house expenses 
&ca. there. Worshipfull I hope you wall he pleased to take it into your Serious 
consideration the loansome life I lead, how uncomfortable it is, did your Worship 
tliinck it convenient for me to live without at any small honso I could take with 
a guard over me, that I might send for my familly it would be farr Satisfactory 
to me, or to returne to Ballasore with ^ a dozen Peons to watch over me there, 
but I leave all to your pleasure, to which now as at all times I humbley Submitt 
my Selfe as being 

‘^Rt. Worshipfull your Worship’s most obliged humblest 
‘*of Servants at Command 

“Tho. HAaaERSTON.” 

After this comes a letter from Hedges and the Council to Balasorc 
Council, dated “ Hudli 8 Sept. 1683, with which they send : “ Ooppy of 
Mr. IlAG(iKKSTON’s letter to the Agent, and acet. of all his effects, 
as he pretends, -whereiu you will find Rs. 063 wbich you are to demand 
and receive of Air. TJdall”. . . . 

“ The Inventory of Mr. Hacigpjrston’s goods you have secured at Balla- 
SORE falls short of what we expected, and were in hopes you would have found 
there ; all that’s of value you must keepe for the vse of his creditors ; hut 
clothes and other trifling household necessaries you may returne to the woman 
he calls his wife, and send the rest all up to us per the Qoodho'pey to bo sold by 
the outcry ; the I of the Adiue Pinoke must be likewise secured.’’^ 

Later, dated ‘‘Hucsly the 13^/i Octoher 1683.^ 

“Mr. Edmund Udald, 

“ Please to pay or cause to be pd : unto the Right Worp" ; the Agent and 
Councells order the Some of Rup®. 2000, one thousand w'hereof Scicka and the 
other old, which you received of my Banian Perawn on acco* ; Popper sold ; pray 
make punctuall payment when demanded of you, and you will oblige me, this 
being the sufllcient dischardge for doeing, fro : 

“Your friend and servant 

“ Hughly the 13th “ Thomas Haogerston.” 

Octoher 1683.” 

(Ordered by Agent and Council to be paid to Air. Fitzhugh and 
Council.) 

From Hugly Council and Balasore 17th -Nov, 1082.3 

Mr. Hagoebston made his escape oner our factory wall two or 3 days since, 
and has carried 3 Soldiers with him. If you heare of him in yr. parts Secure 
his person.” 


1 O.C. 4971. 


2 0,C. 4979. 


3 O.C. 4991. 
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The same to the same^ 26th Dec. 1683.^ 

“ We take notice you have received. ... in all 2963 on Acco*. of Mr. Hag- 
gebston’s Crs. lett it he remitted to us by y® first good Bill you can find.** 

The same to the same^ 22 od April 1684.^ 

“ We take notice that Haggebstoit is secured by the fousdar, and had the 
impudence to declare the Agent had taken from him three Lack of Rupees, and 
kept him Prisoner with intention to kDl him. We have therefore resolved since 
he made his escape from us and is fallen into the Moores hands to charge them 
with the Securing of his person till the Nabobs pleasure be known, 

, . . . The President of Stjbat havfiig procured a Letter from the Gover- 
nour of that place to this Nabob requesting him to aid and assist us for the 
better securing Haggebstoit’s person that he may be speedily conveyed to 

SUBAT.** 

Haggerston next begins to bluster, from under native protection, first 
at Balasore, and then at Dacca : 

(Addressed outside to ‘‘ Mu. Fitzhugh, &ca.’^) 

The English Oompanys ffactors 
off Ballasobe.”* 

Gentlemen, 

S” : I understand you have received an answer from ye agent con- 
cerning me : Thos : Haggeeston the plantiff, and having allsoe knowledge 
of the present design for Hugly I demand and require you in the King of 
England aud the Princes name whose country you live in, to make your per- 
sonal appearance before the Governour here MuiiLICe: Bub Coobdab, to give 
response for your former false imprisonment, roh’ing plundering and ruining me, 
and what else I shall lay to your chardge. 

“Yours as you Esteeme me 

“ Bajllasobe The “ Thos : Hagqebston.** 

Ultimo Aprill 1684.** 

Then HijraiJ to Balasore, 28th June 1684.^ 

(The postscript of this mf ntions enclosure of a Perwfina of the Nabob 
directed to Malik Barkfird^r, the Faujdfir of Balasore, ordering him to 
deliver up Haggerston into the custody of Fitzhiigh at Balasore 
Factory, as a prisoner to be conveyed to Surat. Instead of this the 
Faujdfir seems to have sent him to the Nabob at Dacca. 

The same to the same, 10th Sept. 1684 (O.C. 5200) : 

Whether the Government will keep Hagebston or bring him up is not 
much to us. But give no such writeing as is demanded for the Receipt of his 
body. If a Receipt that you have him and will use your indeavonr to send him 
safe to us will satisfy, you may give it.** 

From Hugly letter to Balasore, 24th March, 168| 


1 O.C. 5001. 
3 O.C. 5148. 
5 O.C. 5349. 


2 O.C. 5142. 
4 O.C. 5164. 


0 
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Wg liavG expeefced Haggerston liere a montli Bincp, Being arlvised that Be 
Bad obtained a Perwanna of tlio Nabob to have his acc\ examined, haveing 
charged ns with takeing from him to the amount of 170,000 Bupa. Soe great 
a Mend is Mbllice: boorcar dar to him that lie dos all he can for him, and 
Soe recommended him to Dacca, that Mr. Pownbett could doe little against 
him .... when HAGGERSTOisr was in Hugey wee gave Mellegk boorcar 
DAR an acot ; of what woe have received, and how disposed of it, hut tliat 
Villian is believed, or they pretend to believe bim, against all that wee say. . . 

He then appears to have tried to make capital out of his case 
against the Engdish authorities with Aurangzeb himself, as we gather 
from the appended extract of a letter from Ciiahnock and Ei.lts, as 
Council of the Bay, dated from Littlk Tanna, 10 8ept. IGSTd’-*- 

‘‘ HAGGERSTOisr has been with the King in the Camp, and procured a Phir- 
maund on a Rajah for 30,000 Rupees ; has Submitted bim Selfo to us, and 
begged Pardon, and offers to give a Writeing against any Pretentions he can 
make against us, upon account of former business, but wee think not Convenient 
to seize him at pi’csent, without further advice from your Excellencies &ca., not 
knowing what the Government may Pretend on us on that account.” 

Some years afterwards I find Haggerston attesting a document at 
Surat, apparently in rehabilitated respectability ; but I have mislaid 
the reference. 


HARDING, JAMES. Nominated Writer, along with Ellis and 
Trenchfeild, in Nov. 1G71, but was removed from the service previous to 
3rd Jan., 167f (Hedges says “for Blasphemy and Athistical tenetts”), 
when the Court ordered “Nurse and liAiiDiNiP’ as suspended persons 
and disorderly, to be sent home. He appears, howmver, to have been 
taken into private service by eJob Char nock at Kasimbiizar, but being com- 
plained of by membeis of the factory as a person notoriously scandalous 
in life and conversation (and as “ a most turbulent violent spirited fellow”), 
Hedges “ordered him not to eat at the Coinjoany’s table ; and reproved 
Mr. Charnock for entertaining so vitious a person”. To which Jab said 
little or nothing ; “resolving,! suppose”, says Hedges, ‘‘to . . . admit him 
again as soon as I leave the Factory”. A petition being further pre- 
sented against Harding by Gatclipoole and others, he was ordered to be 
dismissed from the factory ; a circumstance which certainly wmuld not 
tend to conciliate the powerful Charnock (pp. 78, 80-81). Harding 
afterwards apparently tries to conciliate Hedges (102), and applies for 
readmission to the Company's service, biit is refused by the Agent 
(pp. 122-123). Charnock, in defiance of Hedges, takes him back at 
Kasimbazar (130-131) ; and no doubt, on Hedges’ removal, got him 
reappointed to the service, for he appears in the Consultation Book of 
Kdsimbazdr factory for 1685 as a member of the Council there. In 


1 O.C. 5618. 
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fact, we find the following earlier order from the Court, procured, no 
doubt, by the all-powerful Job : 

To Benoal, 27th Oct., 1682 .* “ If you find Mr. James Harxuu'O (who hath 
for severall years been in our service) diligent, able, and faithfull in our 
concerns, we would haye you give him encouragement as he shall be found to 
deserve.” 


HARVEY (or HERVEY), SAMUEL. Nominated Factor 13th 
Oct. 1()70, and arrived in 1671. There is a letter from him in the records, 
written from Hugh to Richard Edwards at Kasimbiizar, dated March 6, 
1673-4 (O.C. 3943). Chief at Dacca in 1679, when the correspondence 
shows him under pretty frequent suspicion and censure, and he comes 
under the Court’s animadversion in their letter to Bengal of 20 Sept. 
1682, as 

“ perhaps not altogether innocent, hut they are willing to believe the heat of 
him, because he was never guilty of that treacherous and unpardonable sin of 
compliance with interlopers”. 

In their letter to Bengal of 18 Nov. 1681, they order the dismissal of 
Byam, Harvey, and Nedliam. But, as regards the first two, this was 
certainly not carried out, and indeed, in a letter of 25 Jan. succeeding, 
the Court say : 

‘‘ In consequence of a letter received from Mr. Samuel Harvey ; It is 
ordered that the said Mr. Harvey he removed fi*om Becga, and that he be 
appointed chief at Maulba, and fourth of the Councill of the Bay”. 

He was transferred accordingly by Hedges, but took his departure 
from Dacca apparently with great reluctance. Hedges, whom any stick 
was handy to beat, was blamed by the Court for treating Harvey with 
harshness or suspicion. But after Harvey’s death, which must have 
occurred in the first half of 1683 (see p. 152), we find exceedingly dis- 
paraging references to him in the Court’s letters, ejj , in one to Bengal 
of 2nd Dee. 1687 : 

“ You did exceedingly well in charging those had debts at Dacca, which were 
occasioned by Mr. Harvey’s gameing, to his account, and if you do justly 
discharge your Dntyes, we suppose you will find more of that kind both at 
Dacca and at Maulba, he being a man that did exceedingly abuse that trust 
and confidence we reposed in him, which confidence of ours in him was simply 
grounded upon his constant adherence to Mr. Charnock, which we alwaiea 
found to be the honester side of those old factions in Bengall, and we will 
hope that we shall find him yet so honest that he will not fail to discharge his 
trust faithfully concerning any abuses he kuowes done ua, either by Mr. 
Harvey or his succesaer Mr. Pounsett, or any other.” 


0 
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HEATH, Capt. WM. We Lave firgt heard of this officer as com- 
mander of the Defence^ iu which Hedges went to India (p. 15). He 
was afterwards, in 1G88, appointed by the Court to take the cliief direc- 
tion of the military operations against the Alahomedan Government. 
His behaviour in this matter, and the strange impatient futility of his 
action, has been set forth in the Docmncntary History of Job Char- 
noch {mpra^ pp. Ixxvii-lxxxv). All besides that we know of Capt. Heath 
is that he was a member of the “ Court of Committees” towards the 
latter days of the Old Company, being elected in April 1698 ; but as next 
year he lost his election, in revenge he transferred his services to the 
New Company, and was elected one of their Directors (Bmcc^ iii, 353- 
354). He also took a mean advantage of his double position (being an 
owner of the ship Neptune employed by the London Company) —lead- 
ing to the seizure of a parcel of diamonds on board that ship. This led 
to an action, which was given in favour of the old Company (Bruce, iii, 
354). Capt. Heath and his ship Defence reaj)pear at Bencoolen, in a 
letter from that place dated January 1690-91 ; and (as Mr, Barlow 
points out to me) Dampier in that year came home from Bencoolen 
with Capt, Heath in the Defence, But he lost the ship eventually 
‘^thro’ his pride and obstinacy” at the gates of Johnson’s wet dock at 
Blackwall, as we learn incidentally from a pseudonymous letter quoted 
under Sir Henry Johnson, junr.^ 


HEDGES, Dr. (afterwards Sir) CHARLES. This gentleman is 
mentioned by William Hedges as one of the friends who met him at 
Rochester on his arrival from the East (p. 249), and is styled by him 
“ my cousin, Dr. Hedges”. 

The exact relation between the two has not till now been ascertained. 
Le Neve erroneously describes Sir Charles and Sir William Hedges as 
brothers, but this had been corrected by a writer in the Gentlemaii's 
Magazine.'^ At the same time, it is obvious, from the application to 
the Earl Marshal transcribed in Appendix C. to the biographical notice 


^ It is but fair to say that Mr. Barlow, a very competent judge of a seaman, 
takes a more favourable view of Gapt. Heath. He writes ; — His navigation 
in 1682, when off Ceylon July 1 (see Hedges’ Diary, p. 28), and judging 
himself west of the Island so correctly, though he had seen nothing since 
leaving St. Jago 126 days before, proved him an able seaman ; his loss of one 
sailor only, duxdrig a voyage of 170 days from the Downs to Balasorb, with 
apparently more than a fair average of light weather and foul winds, — indi- 
cated good management.” These remarks deserve to be taken in modification 
of mine, at p. Ixxvi supra, as to the circumstances that led to Heath’s ap- 
pointment to command in 1688. 

- Signing A, In G. M., N. S,, vol. v, 1836, pp. 376-377, 



III. — SIR CHARLES HEDGES — ROBERT HEDGES. 


CXCVll 


of Sir W. Hedges (p. xxxvii), that they had a common ancestor in John 
Lacy. The genealogy also in Appendix A., as extended (p. xxxiii), shows, 
from a communication kindly furnished by Mr. Thomas Tuckey, of Cork, 
their true relationship, viz., that they were second cousins, 

Charles Hedges was a son of Henry Hedges of Wanborough, Wilts, 
and of Margaret, daughter of R. Pleydell of Childers, Berks. He was 
a civilian (in the old technical sense), and at a later date a statesman 
of some note. 

He was educated at Magdalen Hall and College, Oxon. ; taking his 
M.A. degree 31st May 1673, and his LL.B. 26th June 1676. In 1686 
he was appointed Chancellor and Yicar-G-eneral of Rochester, and in 
1689 Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, He was knighted in 
June 1689. He was chosen M.P. for Orford (Suffolk) in 1698 ; for 
Malmsbury in 1701-2 ; for Caine in 1702 ; for two Cornish boroughs 
in 1705-1713. 

Under King William he became one of the Principal Secretaries of 
State, 5 Nov. 1700 ; and again under Queen Anne, 2 May 1702. He 
drew up the Act of Abjuration in 1701. In 1706 the Whigs prevailed 
on Queen Anne to dismiss him from the post of Secretary of State ; 
but it was provided that he should succeed to the Judgeship of the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, on its becoming vacant. He suc- 
ceeded to this in 1710. He died in 1714, and was buried at Wan- 
borough. 

Henry Maundrell, the well-known traveller in the Levant, and 
Chaplain of the Factory at Aleppo from 1696, was a nephew of Sir C. 
Hedges, as appears from several copies of letters from uncle to nephew 
in Sir C. Hedges’ letter-book in the British Museum (Add. MSS. 
24,107). 

There are half-a-dozen letters from Marlborough to Sir 0. Hedges 
in vols. i and ii of the MarlhoroiigJi Des2)atcliesy edited by Sir George 
Murray. 


HEDGES, ROBERT. Nephew of Sir W, Hedges, being son of 
his only brother, Robert Hedges of Burras, in Queen’s County. Nomi- 
nated factor, 5th October 1681 : 

On the Eesolution comes to you one Mr. Robert Hedges, who Wee did 
intend formerly to reside under your Agency, hut upon the desire of our Agent 
Hedges that hee might have the breeding of him under his Eye, Wee have 
gratifyed him therein, and have appointed him to goe downe into the Ba.t” 
{Court to Fort 8t. Ceorge, 8th Feby. 168^). 

Named junior of Council at Dacca (Court Booh^ 27th Jan. 1682). He 
was. however, placed by his uncle at Malda, and shortly afterwards 
put in charge of the Mint business at Rajmahal (Diartj^ p. 97). 

When William Hedges embarked for Persia, his nephew Robert went 
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witli him, and his doing so was made the siiLject of strong animadver- 
sion on the uneie, and vms cast in his nephevr’s teeth more than twenty 
years afterwards by Sir E. Littlkton (see under that article) : 

‘‘Mr. Eobeet Hedges (as we are inform’d) being inticed away by bis 
Vnckle, is run away without the knowledge of the Agent or any other x^erson 
in the Factory, but Dr. Habwar, who goeing as far as Barnegur with Mr. 
Letten, upon his retiirne tells us he beleives Mr. Robert Hedges will not 
returne, and wee are confirmed in the beleife that Poe it is, by his takeing 
privately ont of the ffactory all his necessaries, some days before be went. The 
said Robert Hedges hath been intrusted for above twelve monetha at Raja- 
maul, for which trust he hath not given accompt, and is greatly indebted to 
iheHon^^® Company.” 

Letter from K'liglt Qouncil to Lalasore, 6th Jan. 1G8I J 

He accompanied his uncle on the long overland journey to Scan- 
deroon, and thence to Marseilles and England. In 1099, Robert 
Hedges went out agfiin in the service of the New or Englisli Company, 
at first as chief of the factory at Alasulipatan, till the arrival of John 
Pitt, and then as 3rd of the Council in Bengal of their President, Sir 
Edward Littleton, the other members nominated being our old friend 
Richard Trenchfeild, and Mr. George Guy. In 1702-3, during the 
operations for uniting the Companies, when the two rival j)residents 
were placed on a dignified shelf “to wind up the affairs of both Com- 
panies”, Mr. Halsey of the Old Company, and Mr. Hedges of the New, 
being first members of the respective Councils, occupied the chair on 
alternate weeks. Early in 1707 Robert Hedges went home, but 
came out again in 1710 as second of Council in Bengal, 2 became Presi- 
dent there in 1714, and died as such 2Sth December 1717. 

The last consultation at wdiich he appears is that of lOtli December 
1717. Apparently he was then on the point of returning to Europe, 
for among the business recorded we find, 

“ There standing to the Creditt of the Honble. Robert Hedges, Es(i’, in tbe 
Honble Company’s Books the sum. of thirty-eigbt tbonaand one hundred and 
seven rupees and one anae, Principal! mony, on which the interest computed to 
this day amounts to nineteen hundred forty-seven rupees and fifteen anaes, 
together forty thousand fifty five rupees, for which he desires bills of ezchange 
on the honble : Court of Directors in England payable to S': James Bateman 
and Mr. John Edmonds Mercbt: or either of them or their Order thirty-one 
days after Sight. 


1 O.C., No. 5292. 

^ “ \Ye have for the sake of Method forborn till now to acq[uaint you with 
the settlement of our Council in the Bay, which wee have agreed unto as 
follows, viz. : 

Anthony Weltden, Esq.) President j 
Mr. Robert Hedges, Second.” 


Court to Bengal, 9th Jan. 1709-10. 
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“ Ordered that 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4tli Bills be given Mm at 2s. 9d. a rupee amount- 
ing to 5507^ 11s. 3d.** 

The next consultation is dated 28th December and bears : 

The Honhle : Bobebt Hedges Esqr ; late President having after a Sickness 
of nine days departed this Life at between six and seven a clock this Evening, 
and the Worshipfull Samuel Feakb Esqr: being next in Succession Who is 
now at CossiMBUZAE. It is unanimously Agreed That wee dispatch two Cossids 
to advise him thereof that if possible he may arrive before the dispatch of the 
Buke of Cambridge, and that daring his Absence Mr. James Williamson 
take the charge of the Government.** 

A good deal touching Robert Hedges will be found in the article on 
Sir E. Littleton. 


HERON or HERRON, GEORGE (also Herne). He appears in 
the Diary as skipper of Company’s sloops in the Hiigli, and afterwards 
as chief pilot. A few years later, we find him in command of one of 
the vessels in Capt. Heath’s futile expedition to Chittagong (stipra^ 
p. xxxv). I have very little doubt that the “ Mr. Herring” whose in- 
structions for navigating the liiiglf are first given in Thornton’s English 
Pilots ed. 1708, is this George Herron. I owe this suggestion to Mr. 
Barlow. 


HILL, THOMAS, came out as writer in 1678. Died at Rajmahl 
3rd August 1683 (see p. 108 of Diary). 


JEARSEY, W., was a member of the Council of Fort St. George 
in 1664-65, where he was in strong hostility to Sir Edward Winter, 
the Governor, who in the middle of the latter year by a singular and 
successful coup (Vetat., deposed and imprisoned his successor, and 
reigned as Governor sui ipsvus gratia for three years more (see under 
Saimbuooke). We have not tried to trace Jearsey’s part in these 
dissentions; he appears to have gone in the beginning of 1665 as 
Chief to Masulapatam, and so continued till 1669-70, when he was 
removed by the Court’s order.^ He continued after this to reside at 


1 Court to Fort St. George, dated 1th Bcccmher 1669 : “And for as much 
as wee are informed, that Mr. William Jearsey hath contemned our Orders, 
and' permitted groBse xu'ophanes, and scandalous vices to be j^ractized in our 
Factories at Mesulapatam, to the dishonour of God, and discredit of the 
Protestant religion, and hath carried on a private trade not in India only, 
but promoted the same, out and home, overatiug our Goods, and maldng use 
of our Stock, for his own private advantage, and finding that he hath made 
verie short returns of what is come to his hands, and bath neglected to send 
us his accompts, or any Advices of his proceedings, We have and doe hereby 
discharge him from his Cheifeship.” 
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Madras for many years, for wo find him still there when Hedges landed 
on his return voyage in February 1685 (p. 184), The Court’s letters 
frequently allude to Air. Jearsey and his unsettled accounts, 
writing 18 Nov,, 1681, they say : 

We do likewise enjoyn you (all excuses set apart) to send home by this years 
Shipping Ml’. STaEYJsrsHAM Masteb, Mr. John Cholmelet ; and Mr. 
WiiiLiAM Jeesey, except he do forthwith clear his accompts with us, and pay 
the balance into our Cash there.” , . . 

And again, under 20 July 1683, overlancV' : 

“ We allow your Reasons for not sending home Mr. Jbbsby, but whether he 
be able or not Wee cannot suffer him to stay there, if his accompt be not cleared. 
Therefore whether he be able to pay or not, make presently a finall and clear 
accompt with him ; gett what you can in part, and take his obligation for 
the rest, upon which give him a full discharge from ITs, and take the like from 
him. If afterwards he proves insolent Wee shall be content to loose the Re- 
mainder, but whatever you do, make an end of it that Wee may not be troubled 
to fin our Letters and Keep our Books open upon such old confused occasions.” 


JOHNSON, SIR HENRY, Seiir. An eminent ship-builder and 
ship-owner at Blackwall, often a member of the Court of the East 
India Company, and Al.P. for Aldborougli ; often mentioned in the 
Court Books of the Company during the Commonwealth {e,(j. under 
5 Jany. 165 S) and subsequently knighted by Charles II in his own 
house 1679-80. Died 1683 and buried at Poplar, 

There is a book of letters received by him and his son Sir Henry, 
Junr., in the British Museum Library (Add. MSS. 22,186) from which 
the two letters of Hedges printed on pp. xl, xliv supra^ are extracted. 

There are some notices of Johnson in Pepys’s Diary : 

(22d Sept. 1665) the office but was called away by my Lord Bbounckeb 
and Sir J. Minnes, and to Blackwall, there to look after the Storehouses in 
order to the laying of goods out of the East India Ships when they shall be un- 
laden. That being done we into Johnson’s house, and were much made of, 
eating and drinking.” (And then a notice of Mr. Johnson’s digging up perfect 
nut-trees from 12 feet under ground, with the nuts, and a yew-tree with the ivy, 
etc.) iii, 254, ed. 1876. 

Again: 

(28 March 1667) ** Thence to Blackwall, and there to Mr. Johnson’s to see 
some works upon some of our repaired Ships go on, and at his house eat and 
drank, and mighty extraordinary merry, too merry for me whose mother died so 
lately, but they know it not, so cannot reproach me therein though I reproach 
myself.” iv, 282-3. 
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JOHNSON, SIR HENRY, Junr. Son of the preceding and suc- 
cessor apparently in Ms business ; M.P. for Aldborough, like Ms father ; 
also an Elder Brother of the Trinity House, and knighted on 18 March. 
1683. He was often chosen one of the 24 Committees of the old East 
India Company, viz,, every year from 1684 to 1690, and again from 
1698 to 1701. In 1697 he married Martha Lovelace, daughter and 
sole heir of John Baron Lovelace, who became Barou ess Wentworth 
in 1697 by succession to her grandmother, sole heir of Thomas Went- 
worth, Earl of Cleveland ; one of those marriages a la mode between 
the aristocracy and rich city families which seem to have been so nume- 
rous at that time, and are typified in HogartMs Series. 

He died 1719 and was buried at Tuddington. 

One cannot indeed judge of the manners of a man of that age by his 
grammar and spelling (witness Dundee), but we should gather from Sir 
H. Johnson’s letters that he had not much education. The British 
Museum collection contains numerous letters from him to Lord Straf- 
ford, who had married Ms daughter. ^ Here is a sample, dated London, 
Sept. 4th, 1712 : 

I am wrighting this in your Bed Chamber by my Deare Daffter^ w°- I hope 
will bring an Aire to your Lordships Estate. • . 

And again ; 

“ My Ld, depend upon itt y‘: I shall allways make your Interest minde and 
should be Glad to see ye Happy day of your ffinishing your Embassye ye 
glourious Peice y‘ you have all most ffiniahed aud y‘ you may be Bewarded accord- 
ing to your merritt for itt all Honest men are for and then I hope I shall 
see you Batte y Grapes of your Owne Yiniard and Sett both you and your 
fiamily vnder your Owne Egg Tree, your most affectionate ffather 

and sincere humble serv* 

“ H. Johnson.’' 

Once more 

“Bradenham, Octob'31, 1716. 

“My Deare Lord, 

I Eeo*® : Your Ld**"* j with a Create Deale of Joye of my Deare Daffters 
Breading, I doe assure you I shall keep itt as a Greate Secritte Till itt discovers 
itt Self. I sent her One to London by my Man who brought me Yours, and I 
cannot forebear Answering itt immediately to Wish you Much Joy of itt, as itt 
is very much to me } pray Take care when you doe come up not to Travill to 


^ Swift says that Lord Strafford received a fortune of o660,000 with Ms 
wife. She certainly brought Mm, on her father’s death, some valuable estates, 
including Treston in Suffolk, and the borough of Aldborough.” (The WenU 
worth Papers, etc., by J. J. Cartwright, M.A., 1883, p. 29.) 

2 This spelling of daughter must surely be an indication of the writer’s 
pronunciation of the word. 

3 B, M. Add. MSS. 22,221, f. 49. 
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flarde, but come up slooly both for hir sake and Doare Ladt Anna, I bage of 
you to give niy Blessing to y"* ; and except ye Same your Self from 

Your most affectionate 

‘ ‘ ffathcr and humble Servant, 

‘‘ H, Johnson.” 

The following are specimens of Lady Strafford’s own correspondence, 
from Air. Cartwright’s book : 

“ St. Jaraesa Sntuare Jany. 18, 1712” (13). 

# # ^ # # # # 

** ^Twas carried by a great majority for sending Mr. "Walpole to the Tower ; 
My father is very tite to the court party, which I am very glad of he sate in the 
bouse of Commons till almost past twelve a clock last night to give Mr. Walpole 
a helping hand to the Towee.” .... 

March 25, 1712”(13). 

*###### 

“ My father is iayd up with the gout : I believe I shall jumble my guts out 
between this and JRhssell Steeet, for since my father has been ill I have gone 
every day.” 

In the Johnson Papers (B. AI. Add. AISS 22, 180) is a pseudonymous 
letter signed Samofh lleport (“Thomas Porter”), dattd elune 10th, 1700, 
which remonstrates in very strong language with Sir Henry Johnson 
on his conduct towards his cousin- german, Air. B. Johnson, in regal'd 
to a legacy under the wdll of Sir H. Johnson, senior, which seems to 
have been withheld, .... 

“ But you being a great and wealthy Person make Precedents tho’ noe Gentle- 
man or Man of honour or Common Honesty will transcribe or luiitato them. • . 

“I knew S' H. Johnson your good Father. He was a Person of Probity 
and Integrity, and a great Benefactor of the Inhabitants of Blaokwall and 
PoPLAB, and many other Persons, and left a good name. Alay you at last 
Patrimre.” 

A letter from Governor Thomas Pitt to Sir Henry Johnson, 
dated Fort St, George, Feb. I3th, 1G9J-, begins: 

“ I heartily congratulate you on being one of the New Committee, and am 
glad I have so good a friend there. . . . Capt. Eaynes (who has been extroamly 
oblidging to me, and very dilligent and carefull in the Company’s service) will 
deliver you a small token of which I beg your acceptance. Sir, I assure you, 
’twas made up and markt, before any newes of alteration^ (as he will ac(iuaiut 
you), tis upon y" account of pure friendship and old accj,uaintance.” . . . 

( “ HJ. A small bundle of 
j one superfine long cloth 
i & one do Madrass ohints.” 


^ /.e., I suppose, before news of Sir Henry’s election to the Court. 
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JOHNSON, WILLIAM. Son of Sir Henrj’-, Senr., and brother 
of the subject of the last article. Nominated Factor 19th October 
1681, and associated in Hedges’ Commission as junior member of the 
Hiigli Council. Permitted by Court’s order (16th Nov.) to ship with 
him foreign bullion, freight-free, to the value of £1,500. Went out 
apparently in the Defence with Hedges. 

He was one of the few of the Company’s servants who seem to have 
been on friendly terms with Hedges, and gave him his sujDport. But it 
was his action in making Hedges acquainted with the contents of a 
letter of Mr. Beard’s to Sir Josia Child (how come by does not appear) 
that led the Agent to the detention of that letter and to his dismissal 
(see p. xviii, supra). 

In reference to his conduct the Court write (to Bengal, 21st Beer. 
1683) : 

“ Mr. Johnson we look upon as a young man whose heat and youth was in- 
temperately drawn in and managed by Mr. Hedges, not for his good, hut for 
Mr. Hedges’s own endes and designs; and therefore, as well as in respect to his 
Father deceased, who hath left him a great estate, we doe not require you to 
send him home, but leave him his liberty to come home or stay at his own 
pleasure.” 

He did go home, for we find him among those who went to meet 
Hedges at Rochester, on the latter’s arrival from the protracted journey 
overland (p. 249). It was apparently long, before Johnson returned to 
the East. He was, I doubt not, the William Johnson who appears 
as one of the chosen 24 Committees” of the Company in 1690, but 
whose election was not repeated another year. In 1698 we find him 
engaged in electioneering at Dimwich, and he speaks of being 
invited to stand for Orford.^ Possibly he had made away with 
his great estate”, for under 10th Novr. 1699, we find the Court’s 
instructions ‘‘to AVilliam Johnson, Esquire, supra cargo of the ship 
Weniwortli^ bound for Canton, ChiNxI, and Mr. John Hilli^e, his assist- 
ant”. And Governor Pitt, writing from Fort St. George to Sir Henry 
Johnson, 20th Septr. 1700, whilst acknowledging a “ noble present of 
a Butt of Sherry”, speaks of your brother AVilllvm” as having “gone 
out for China, and having arrived safe at BxVTAYIxV”. A few mouths 
later (29 Jany. 1700-1), he writes : “ Your Brother was safe arriv’d at 
Canton.” 

In the same collection, a letter to Sir H, Johnson from Joseph 
Bachelor and Company at Madeira, 11th April 1717, speaks of 

“a pipe of choice Vidonia, shipfc by order of Govern our Jonson your brother 
for yotir good self ; also 2 quarter casks, one of Malmzey, the other Vidonia for 


1 In H. Johnson’s Letter Book in B. M., Addl. MSS., No. 22,186. 
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your Brothers Lady . . . Your Brother W. Johnson Esq. did us the honour 
during his stay here to accept of what accom"; our house afforded’*. 

I haye uot Been able to ascertain bow William Johnson came to be 
styled Governor, or whither he was bound ' at this time. He was not 
governor of any Indian Presidency, nor of Si Helena, Fort St. David, 
or Bencoolen. But he may have been governor of one of the Settlements 
on the Guinea Coast. The following letter shows that he was connected 
with the African Company : 

To Lord Strafpord, dated IWi Nov, 1716 

“My Lord, 

“ Since I was with your Lordship I find some people have a mind to run 
down the Stock, so I have not ventured to buy any for you, nor would I advise 
your Lordship to buy any yett, and therefore I will not send my Coach tomorrow 
morning as you were pleased to order, nor shall I expect to have the honour of 
seeing your Lordship tomorrow morning att the Royal African House, who 
am 

“ My Lord 

“ Your Lordship’s 

“ Moat humble servt : 

“ Wm. Johnson.” 


LAKE, Captain. Mentioned at pp. 90, 128, 135 of Diary as Com- 
mander of the Prudent Mary ^ as a “ great Dissenter” and ally of In- 
terlopers. He died in confinement at Siam, as reported in Fort St. 
George letter to Surat, 8th March 1G86-7. 

Also a letter from Sir E. Littleton to the Court of the English 
Company dated from the Isle of Coxe's in the Eiver of Hugley 
the 28th January 1703-4,” treating of the murder of one Joseph 
Harrison by Alex. Delgardno, a ‘^Reputed Scot”, says that on a 
former occasion, the latter, 

“being in the Service of the King of Siam (or of Fattlcon, the Grand 
Favourite) .... made Use of his arms in that Service (with some Others) for the 
Treacherous Seizing Capt. Lake, who at that time had the King of England’s 
Commission, as also a Commission from Sr. John Child who was Commissiond 
as General of all the Forces in India. The said Capt. Lake being afterwards 
either Murthered or dying for want of Necessary Care and maintenance in 
Prison (as is suppos’d) under the Charge of this Delgabdno.” 


LANGLEY, SAMUEL. Nominated Writer to the Bay, 7th Septr. 
1681, “to be at the direction of Mr. Hedges” {Court Booh of the 
date). 


1 B.M. Add. MSS. 22,221, 1 5. 
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LETTEN, NATHANIEL (or NATHANAEL). Son of Mr. John 
Letten; admitted as Factor, 30tli Deer, 1681. He is called nephew 
By Hedges, bnt we do not know how. He accompanied Hedges to 
Persia, intending apparently to go on to Europe with him ; hut at 
Bagdad received letters from his father desiring his return to Bengal 
{Diary ^ p. 223). 

I have not come upon a report of his death, but 10th June, and l6th 
July, 1691, there are notices of a box of papers and accounts of 
Nathaniel Letten, factor deceased, to be examined {Court Booh of the 
dates). 


LITTLETON, EDWARD (eventually Sir Edward). Nominated 
Factor 13th October 1670 ; arrived in India 1671 ; was in 1679 chief of 
Kdsimb^zdr Factory. Previous to this he stood well with the Court, 
and obtained their high commendation in their postscript to a letter of 
which I have mislaid the reference : 

Having formed a very good Character of the ability and faithfulness of Mr. 
Ed ; Littleton, and his skilfulness in the Silk Trade, wee did entertain him 
upon that ‘Accompt, and doe now hear that he performs well in that affair at 
Cassumbxjzzab, wherefore wee would have you continue [him] there and not 
remove him to any other Countrey, and to give him all just encouragement by 
advancing him in quality degree and Sailary, according to our Rules and his 
deserts, and when we have a further accompt of hia actings in Our business wee 
shaU consider to gratify him for his extraordinary care and paines. . . 

But Littleton was not content with this commendation, and the pro- 
mise thus held out to him. Making haste to be rich, with an unscrupu- 
lousness that stuck to him through life, he fell under the severe dis- 
pleasure of the Court for his dealings with the interlopers, and for 
other misfeasances, and he was dismissed the Company’s service (see 
Diary ^ p. 90-91, and supra^ pp. xvi, xxi, also under Robeiit Douglas, p, 
exxv). We do not know what then became of him till 7th September 
1698, when he appears as one of the first list of Directors elected by 
the New, or English, Company. In the following year he proceeded to 
Bengal as their President there, and as Consul under the grant of King 
William, the members nominated for his Council being Kichakd 
Trekchfeilu, Robert Hedges, and George Guy ; three at least of 
the party therefore being thus dismissed or demitted servants of the 
old Company.! 

Littleton was knighted before his departure (15th Jan. 1698-9). He 
arrived at Balasore in July 1699, and thence despatched to Mr. John 


! Littleton, in several of his early letters after arrival in India, speaks of 
the calamitous mortality which had befallen the New Company’s servants, 
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Beard (tfutiior), then filling tine office of agent for tlie Old Company at 
Chataiiatf, or Calcutta, the following mixture of blarney and menace : ^ 

‘'Mr. .T ohn Beaed 

" Dated Balia sore 29th July 99, 

"Much Esteemed Friend 

“Sr, The Generali herewith to your Self and those in Councill Employ or 
Commission with you is not in the least from any di8r<?8pect to your Self, for 
whom I have no mean esteem, nor to any of the rest who are known to mee only 
by name or employ, but intirely to represent unto you the true state of the case, 
being it may be supposed you have not had any full account thereof from your 
employers except by the AnUJope, this affair of the Consulship being trans- 
acted as I take it, cheifly after the departure of your Ships, and to prevent any 
unhappy occurrence which might otherwise perhaps succeed, nor is there any 
design in the least therein to embarrasse or obstruct the currency of your affaires, 
as in practice you will find, nor create any difference between us, but I’ather a 
firmer and stricter Friendship and correspondence, and will certainly px'ove so if 
no failure on your part, which I will not suspect. I must profess an ahsolntc igno- 
rance of your Employei’s orders ordesignes, but as a reall ffriend I do take upon 
mee to advise you that whereas upon the arrival! of Ship.s particular there bath 
been freciuently application made to the Government against them, and odious 
calumnies cast upon them which probably may have caused I'ecriminations and 
have all tended not only the National prejudice but even to [that of] Christianity 
itself. Wee are now come on Parliamentaiy Sanction, the greatest Authority 
our Nation affords. So may not expect any Such usage, however think it not amiss 
that you ai*o warned thereof for the resentment of onr Employers for Such 
Actions may be Such as may cause the end to prove very bitter and po.ssibly 
fatall to the Actors nor can you think but wee Shall be as vegorous on our part 


before or immediately after the termination of the voyage. A return of these 
deaths is preserved in India Records (O.C. 0710) ; 


Mr. George Guy, (the Councillor above named) died at 


Kedgeree Point, 

20tli Sept. 

1699 

Riohard Trenchfeild never joined, dying at Madras 

about 

3i'd October 

)} 

Onboard the Antelope lin which the party went out) 

died Littleton Needham ... 

5th Sept. 


Dr. Fulk Lacey (Surgeon) 

10th „ 

i3 

Mr. James Curtis at Balasore ... 

21st August 

3) 

Henry Bigland (Surgeon’s Assistant) 

SOth „ 

3} 

Thomas Evans „ 

3rd Sept. 


CaPT. W. H ELDER „ 

24th „ 

33 

Edward Tench, Pilot ... 

28 th Nov. 


Dr. Thomas Pendleton “ Oiir designed Chyrur- 

geon in the Bay*’ ... 

Dec. 


Mr. Thomas Kenn at Hugly 

28th Nov. 

33 

And G more between 

Sept, and Dec. 



^ O.C. 6690. 
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as yon Shall be Yeiiemeiit on yours nor will our bands wax weaker but Stronger 
Bayly. 

The affaires of the Darbar with respect to the English Intrest will center in 
the Consull, So to be foreborne by all others, also all Passes for Ships, So that 
you will do well to let Such know thereof least they do bring them Selves under 
some disappointment. 

“ You must needs know that at our firs! coming wee are to Seek for (?) need- 
ful things especially Small vessels and Pilots. I am not for withdrawing any 
Mens Servants against their Masters consent, but yet had rather our own 
Countrymen doe I’eap the benefit then aliens. So that if you think not fit to 
Spare any your Self yet it may not be imprudent not to hinder any others but 
should be willing thereto. Know not how to Speak so plain in this matter 
as otherwise I might being a stranger to your circumstances and directions, but 
am well assured nothing will be done of service to our Employers by any persons 
but will Surely meet with very gratef all acceptance and remuneration. 

I ad not more. Let not what is offered with the Sight hand be received 
with the Left : “I am 

‘‘ Your Keall friend and humble Servant 

“ Edward Littleton.” 

Littleton and his colleagues took up their head(iuarters at Hugli. 
I add the following, written half a year later : 

From Sir Edward Littleton to the Duke of Shrewsbury. 

Dated Htjoly the pr« Jany. 1699” (1700).3 

“ May it please your Highness 

“ The Duty of the Station his Majesty hath been graciously pleased 
to place mee requiors my corresponding with and giving your Highness Acct ; 
of what passes here relating to his Majesty and my Employ under hia Majesty. 

“ As soone as I anuved in these parts I gave Hotice to the Gentlemen residing 
here on behalfe of the Old Bast India Company of the Character his Gracious 
Majesty was pleased to give mee but in answer they tooke noe notice of his 
Majesty’s Character (P Charter) but to disowne any power his Majesty had on that 
account, and would owne noe Authourity biit what came from their Masters, 
upon my comeing up to this place I passed by their Chiefe Eactory, and hauiug 
his Majesty’s Elagg at the Top of our Mast they were soe far from takeing notice 
thereof in the Least that tho’ its usual for them to spread their Colours on the 
Least Vessels passing by, Yett now in me ere affront to the Consular Dignity they 
not only forehore to spread any Coulours themselves, hut prevented all Shipps of 
Eng-lish there, of which there were diverse, from taking any notice of the 
Kings Elagg alwayes usuall heretofore, and they hauing a.t that time a Servant of 
the Hew Company in their Eactory, on his Complaint, I sent two of my Company 
to demand his Liberty, which was not only refused hut on the 20h September, 
being three dayes after, fixes a pestilent Paper upon the Gate of the Factory of 
very trayterous import, a true Copy whereof goes herewith by which your 
Highness will perceive what sorte of Subjects the Eng-lish in the old Companies 
Service are, and his Majesty will alsoe see how much his Authority is here 


^ A contraction, which I fail to interpret. 
O.C. 6814. 
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Villified by those to whome on many accounts he had been exceeding gracious, 
even to Admiration. I shall not trouble your Highness further at this time, 
another opsrtnnity more secure being at hand. I am 

“ Your Highnesses Most Obedient Servt : 

‘ ‘ Edwd ; Littleton.’’ 

I have not found Beard’s reply to Sir Edward’s letter of July 29, but 
the tenor of it is gathered from a letter of Beard and his Council 
to Surat dated “ Ghuttanutta, 9th of August 1699” : 

*‘The 4th of last month the Antelope arriv’d in Ballasore Road with 
S' EdwAbd Littleton, President for the Hew Company’s Affaires, and he 

sayes Consull for the Enolish Nation, having the King’s Commission 

One answer to him in generall that we will espouse our Masters Interest accord- 
ing to orders received from them, and thought it [more] proper to manage the 
Durbar business for our E' H. M.’s Affaires then to address him, since we had 
better footing . . . withall we assur’d him we would not represent his Interest in 
falce colours to the Gov', as his ffriends had maliciously done our Masters in 

SiTBATT, yet if he begun we would not cross cudgels with any contenders 

We are not att all surprized with these matters, which may make a noise for a 
time, and att last a trade will center in the old bottom again.” , . . 

I have no intention of pursuing the miserable details of the jealousies 
and struggles between the agents of the Old and New Companies, the 
former settled at Calcutta, and the latter at Hugli, nor, beyond what 
a few extracts of correspondence, selected from a great mass of the like 
matter, will exhibit, of the somewhat complicated arrangements which 
attended their union. The particulars of these will be found in Bruce’s 
Annals^ voL hi, pp. 486, seqq. Let it suffice to say here that the 
arrangements involved to a certain extent the subsistence of both 
Companies for seven years, after which both, with their stock and dead 
stock, were to merge into The United Company. Three Courts or 
bodies of Directors existed during this interval, viz., the Court of 
Committees of the Old or London Company, the Court of Directors of 
the New or English Company, and the Court of Managers which 
temporarily conducted the united trade. 

The approbation”, says Bruce, which the Court (of the English 
Company) had expressed ... of Sir Edward Littleton’s conduct in 
Bengal, a similar approbation having been given by the London 
Company to that of President Beard, explains the difficulty which 
the Court of Managers experienced in adjusting the pretensions of 
these officers to the Presidency.^ Therefore ... the Court of Directors 
of the English Company informed their servants in Bengal that, for one 
year, the office of President had been suspended, and the powers of the 
United Company vested in a Council of Eight, selected from (? con- 
sisting of) the four senior members of each Company, and that an 


1 See English Company’s Letters, Aug. 1702, Peh. and March 1702-3. 



III.— LITTLETON. 


eclx 


equal number of their subordinate servants would be employed in the 
United Trade, but no new appointments made, till the establishment 
should be reduced to its ancient standard .... The Consular powers of 
Sir Edward Littleton were revoked as unnecessary, and his atten- 
tion, as well as that of Mr. Beard, was directed to make up the 
separate accounts of the respective Companies. Sir E. Littleton 
and the servants of the English Company were also directed to with- 
draw the out-factories, quit Hugh, and retire to Calcutta, 

I shall now give a few extracts from Littleton’s letters, or the letters 
of others bearing upon his history. 

From a letter of Littleton and Us Council at HtKiLi to the English 
Companfs President and Council at Surat, dated 4th June 
1700 :2 

‘‘The Chambers Eriggat, Capt. South, arrivd here the 22d past acco‘ the 
Old Company in 4 months 18 dayes from Gales, ^ and the Fame, Cap‘“ Browne, 
the 27th, bringing a new President for the Old Company, S* Charles Atres, 
theire Agent that went home in 1698, with a traine of severall Persons of 
whom we have yett noe account. One of our Masters Shipps, the Tankerville 
Eriggat, came out with the latter for these parts, but not arriv'd. There was 
noe conjunction, nor any(thing) like it, soe it seemes the Old Company will 
make their greatest traffic and effort this yeare, having Six Shipps that come 
this Wayes." . . . 

In an imperfect letter of immense length, dated Ilugly, the 16th 
Hovr. IGOO’’, to the Court of the English Company, Littleton and his 
Council, replying, among manifold subjects, to certain remarks or 
orders of the Court regarding marriages with natives, write 

.... “ taking Jentues meets often with great trouble alsoe, tho' but very 
poor people having all of them Husbands very early, who tho’ they cohabit not, 
yet on such occasion apply to the Government where its never ended but with 
great charge and trouble. As in the Case of Mr. Job Charnock and the 
Woman hee kept tho’ of a meane Cast, and great poverty, which occasioned 
great trouble and Charge to the Company a long while at Pattana, and after- 
wards some alsoe at Cassimbussar. It’s alsoe of very ill consequence that your 
Covenant Servants should intermarry with any of the people of the Country or 
those of mixed Race or Mustechees, therefore we desire your Honour would 
continue it as a Standing Rule that none Doe Rise in your Service, or rather hee 
not Retained in your service a Covenant Servant, as Eactore or Merchant, that 
shall marry with any of the Country not of Europe parents, but immediately 
bee Discharged from being either Eactor, Merchant or higher quality. Writers 
if not to advance, or Sailors or Soldiers of noe higher Quality then Sergeant, may 
be permitted if your Honour shall thinke fitt, as is Amounge the Dutch, tho’ 
amounge the Danes its otherwise, they being all suplyed with Europe 
Women. 

. . , . “ Of all years this has been the most famous or rather infamous for 


^ Bruce, iii, 514-15. 

2 The old English form of Cadiz. 


2 O.C. 7087. 
O.C. 7200. 
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runn awayes SucL as never were knowne in tlaese parts before. Your Honours 
Obaplaine put on board the De Grave and approved by the Bishop of L0ND03sr, 
as hee saith, and whom he esteems his great friend and patron and very good 
Lord, runn away Rorefrom and left the Ship and is ontred into the Enemies Camp 
and there remains. Wee understand hee is a very lewd Druncken Swearing 
person drencht in all manner of Debaucheries and a most bitter enemy to King 
William and the Present Gouvernment, and Since he did runn away wee are 
pleased hee hath taken his Quarters with them that he may not Influence any 
your servants with his emoralities or DoctrineSj one whereof is that he is exempt 
from secular Power, There were alsoe a Couple of most Lewd women that Capt. 
Young brought over in his Ship, Wif es to the Goocke and his mate, by what autho- 
rity or for what purpose wee cannot tell, they alsoe left the Ship about the same 
time with the Ghaplaine, Soe that the Captain Stockt the Country with an 
Intire Plantation such as it was, parson and people Bretheren and Sisters. . . . 
Wee pray your Honours some efleetuall course may betaken for the Preventing 
these and the like infamous Scandalls to our Nation and Beligion, and that these 
parts bee not Stockt with such persons.*’ , , . 

Littleton’s conduct of affairs almost from the first appears to have 
been in the highest degree neglectful, and before long unfaithful ; the 
accounts of his transactions for the Company were either never kept 
up, or were kept back in order to conceal their character, and the Com- 
pany’s capital in considerable amounts was invested in speculations of 
his own, often by advances made nominally to natives who were his 
creatures and agents. Both his colleagues at HugH and the Directors 
at home gradually got out of patience with his neglect and misconduct. 

The first extract, a letter from Littleton’s colleagues in the Council, 
may serve to introduce tlie history of his defalcations. The two next 
extracts are from Consultations of the Council at Hugli, and refer to 
disguised advances on Littleton’s own account, such as have been just 
alluded to : 

To the Ilonlle. the Directors of the English Compamj,'^ 

Dated, ^‘HuoLYthe 11th Deer. 1703. 

« Honble S^*; 

“ Wee did by the Degrave, Bengali MercM, and Upton Galley, in 
Letters directed to Samuel Shepard and Gilbert Heathcote Esqra. of which 
herewith you will receive Coppies, pretty evidently Shew how it came to pass 
that the Honble Companys Goods bought in Huo-lt were generally dearer and 
worse than other Europeans bought, and that wee had more trouble with the 
Government in Huolt than any other Nation, to which wee heg you’ll please 
be referr’d. Wee did uot then venture to direct these Leters imediately to the 
Court of directox’s, doubting wee might possibly be mistaken in the Calculation 
of debts due to the Company, or in Som assertion concerning our President Sr: 
Edwd. Littleton, and wee thought a small mistake, if wee chanc’d to make 
any, wou’d be more Excusable directed as wee did it, then if our address had 
been directly to the whole Court. But finding on Mature Consideration all we 


1 O.C. 8213. 
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wrote Concerning Lim was short of what might Justly have been Said, wee are 
no Longer Scrupelons in the matter. 

“ When you see the Generali boohs of this Factory for the 4 years past 
(which God be praised are finished and shall be sent you by the TanlzervilV) you 
will finde our President Sr; Edwabd Littleton had Litle reason to wish 
them made up, for it will evidently Appears he cou’d not beliveit hisintrest that 
the Court of Directors Should know the Present State of the Companys Accounts 
in HiraLT, Consequently it may be Suppos’d that he kept the books back as 
Long and as much as was in his power, and the Long time he kept the Accounts 
of Charges Concealed in his Own hands does Manifestly prove he did Soe.” 

The letter goes into many details of Sir Edward’s malversations 
which we cannot follow. It is signed by Eobt. Hedges, Jonathan 
Winder, and Benjamin Bowcher. 


At a Consultation” (of the English Company*a Council at Hugh) 

‘^26 March 1703-4.1 

*^Gossee.am and Gurdas Mxtssund appearing considerably in debt to the 
Honhle : the English Company, Trading to the East Indies : and the Council 
doubting their Ahilityes ; the President, Edward Littleton does hereby 
acknowledge Himself Security for the Same, and does oblige Himself to make 
good to the said Hon’’'® : Company, what Sum or Sums soever may happen to be 
lost by either of their Accounts. 

“ William Champion Secry. 

“We testify that this is truly transcrib’d 
and that the President has sign’d it in 
the Original book, tho’ He refus’d to 
sign it Here. 

“ Eobt; Nightingale 
“A. King,” 

Again : 

“ At a Consultation. “ Tuesday 4th July 1704.- 

“ Present—Sr: Edward Littleton Kt. President, 
.... [etc.] 

“ The President having given A note under his Hand dated the 30th April 1704, 
for Es: 23 808 ; 3— being the Principal, (and) Interest due on A note, payable to 
IJmmeeghxtnd, the said Note was deliver’d into Mr. Hedges’s possession 
Order’d, that the Said Summ he Transferr’d from the Debit of IJmmeechdnd,^ 
to the Debit of the President. 


“ Eobt: Hedges 
“ JONATHN: WINDER 
“ Benj: Bowcher." 


“ A; King Secy. 

“I do testify that this is truly transcrib’d, 
and that the President has Signed it 
in the Original book, tho’ he refus’d to 
sign it Here. 

“ A. King Secy.” 


“Bobt: Hedges 

“ JONATH; WINDER 

“Eobt: Nightingale 
“Benj: Bowcher.” 


1 O.C. 8169. 2 Q 0^ g271. 

3 This seems to be the same name as that of the famous Omiohund of 
Clive’s history ; a name the form of which has been rather a puzzle. 

V ^ 



CCXll 


BIOGKAPHIOAL AND OTOEK lELUSTEATIONS : 


Next we give the letters of the Court, which crosf^ed that of Sir 
Edward’s colleagues that we have just given (of 11 th December 
1703)3 and which reply to their account of the rrcsideirt’s persistent 
obstructiveness, as given in previous letters to individual members of 
the Direction : 

The Court of Directors of the Enolish Company to Edward Littleton 
and the rest of the Councill for the Separate Affairs of the English Oowi- 
pany^ eic., in the Bat. 

(Dated 10th J aniiary 1703-4*.) 

“Altho* our first instructions to yon were so positive concerning the due 
keeping and transmitting to ns your bookes of accounts, and that we have Since 
pressed you so extraordinarily for them, yet to our admiration wee remain still 
without them, which is such a reflection on our management, hut more iraediately 
on yours, as it is very strange you are not ashamed of, especially considering the 
By law of the G-enerall Court which enjoyus ‘ That the bookes of this Companies 
affaires in India Shall once every year be ballanced in every of the said Com- 
panies factories, and Copyes thereof, Signed by the Chief and Councill of each 
ffactory, Sent to England hy the first conveniency following, under the penalty 
of the persons being dismist from the service of the Company, who shall refuse 
or neglect so to doe’— Copy whereof we have sent you And a Committee being 
appointed every year to examin into the execution of the By laws, it is no little 
trouble to us to find our selves obliged to give them for answer, That wee cannot 
gett the account from you, tho’ wee have received them from all our other 
ffaotories. This unaccountable negligence of you does very much disgust us, 
and must render you unworthy your stations and employments, to the Generali 
Court, as well as to us ... . 

Upon the whole wee are very much displeased at your unexcusable Supiness 
and Sloth, and Sorely vexed, when wee are told by Severall of onr members 
without doors of your mismanagements, as that our money is for by ends sold, 
when by coining it for our 8.ccount, we should have gained considerably, that 
there are particular favourites amongst the Merchants you deal with whose 
goods will pass at extravagant prizes, when others much better are rejected, That 
quarrels are Sett on foot on purpose to find oppertunities of going to the Dubar^ 
to appease them, which allwaies is with a present, That mony is pretended to be 
paid months before it is entred in the Cash, That Contracts are made and en- 
forced upon US by Single persona without the concurrence of the Councill, and 
many other things, all which have been done contrary to our positive orders 
and direction. 

**#:»##* 

‘‘ There is another thing wee have heard which wee must take notice of, vizt : 
your dissensions, Severall of them relating to power, which do so little concern 
the Companies interest, that wee wish you had better employed your selves, and 
those whose province it was to govern had done it with prudence, and those 
whose it was to obey, had not had reasonable objections to such commands, and 
if without that, they would have ventured to disobey, wee should have shown 
them upon such a Complaint our Resentments” .... 


^ Durhar is several times so written in the letters from England. 
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From the same to Mr. Egbert Hedges, Mr. Jonathan Winder, 
Mr. Egbert JSTightingale, Mr. Benjamin Bowcher : ^ 

(Same date.) 

Gent“: 

“ Wee Lave given full directions to the President and Councill for liqtuidateing 
all onr accounts in the Bay, as well those which may remain unadjusted betwixt 
the Company and the Merchants wee have dealt with, as those which are open 
between the Company and any of their owne Agents, of what Degree so ever 
they bee, and we have particularized severall abuses which .... we are very 
apprehensive have been put upon us by Muttbadas and his friends in the 
management of our affairs at the Buhar .... And in order thereto wee 
Strictly enjoyne you to use all fair meanes imaginable to induce Sr. Edward 
Littleton to come to a Just accommodation of our affaires transacted by him, 
wee are not for putting any real Hardship on him or haveing any Publick 
Difference with him, if Possible to be avoyded, but wee aime at a Just and true 
account of our owne ; and the Satisfaction that wee ought to have thereupon, and 
it is against our minds there should any Eeflcction remain on a Gentleman that 
wee had Intrusted in that Post.’’ 

The letter goes on to instruct those gentlemen how, if Sir E. Little- 
ton should prove refractory, or obstruct the investigation, they are 
to proceed as they best can, to secure the Company’s property which 
may be in his hands, and in that case to produce the letter A which is 
enclosed, and open it in Council, etc. 

‘‘Wee are not Ignorant that this will make a great bustle, if not discreetly 
managed, and with Secresie ; and we cannot omitt acquainting you that wee 
have no designe to affront the Person, or wrong the Estate of S^ Edward 
Littleton, but fairly to have our owne, and Sattisfaction for any 111 he hath 
done us, wherefore be sure not to use the rough way, if the soft one will do, and 
unless you can convict him of haveing either by himself or in conjunction with 
others, defrauded the Company .... If you cannot gett the satisfaction wee 
desire, and wee shall thereupon hereafter think fit to displace Edward, wee 
resolve not to have any succeeding President in our old affaires, but that after 
S' Edward Littleton’s decease or suspention they he managed by you our 
Councill, takeiug the Chair, or presiding in the Eoome of S' Edward Little- 
ton by way of Rotation, That is, Mr. Hedges to preside the first week, Mr. 
Winder the Second week, and so every one of the Councill in his turne, as wee 
do in our Court of Directors, which way is knowne to most of you.” 

Letter A runs as follows : 

‘‘ To Sr, Edward Littleton President, and the rest of the Oonncill, (^‘C, 
dated 10th Jan, 1703-1. 

“ Gent", Wee have thought fitt and do hereby revoke and Annuli the Com- 
mission granted by the Court of the Directors of the English Company .... 
whereby S‘. Edward Littleton was appointed our President for the Bay of 
Bengall, and do direct that the said Sr. Edward Littleton do no longer 
exercise the said Authority.” 

^ This might have been addressed To the Separate J luita of the Councill 
for the Separate Affairs,"' etc. 
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Then, a year later, on getting further intelligence, the Court wrote 
again to the four gentlemen of the Council, 18th Jan. 1704:-5, blaming 
them for having so long deferred putting the powers they possessed, as 
a majority, in action, 

“ And permitting Sr. Edward Littleton to maho use of our Money, and 
run so deep in our Debt, as you advise Us he is, and as you have brought us into 
this preni%(>niret We expect you will by all means possible secure us from any 
Loss that may befall us thereby.’’ 

If they had delivered letter A as they ought to have done, he is 
already dismissed ; if not, they are to open in Council the letter now 
inclosed, whereby they will see he is actually discharged. 

We quote the’ paragraph of the enclosed letter of 18th Jan. 1704-5, 
which contains this final discharge : 

“ TJie Court of the Ekolish Company to Sr Edward Litoleton Fresideni 
and the rest of the Council for the S^eparate Affairs of the English: Com- 
y)any,4'ca. m the Bay o/Bengalii.” 

Dated ISth January 1701-5. 

“ 14. We doubt not but you will before tbe Receipt hereof have sent home all 
our remaining effects, and it is time now to think of easing our charges, where- 
fore we have thought fitt and do hereby revoke and Annuli the Commission 
granted by the Court of Directors of the English Company .... whereby 
S" Edward Littleton was appointed our President in the Bay of Bhngald, 
and doe direct that the said S" Edward Littleton doe no longer exercise the 
said Authority, and after he has settled all his Accounts and paid the Balance 
justly due from him, or given good Security, for the Payment thereof, to the 
remainder of our Councill or the majority of them, whom we hereby empower to 
receive the same, he may return for England, or remain there as ho sees fitt.” 

In reference to these affairs in Bengal, Governor Pitt, whose ancient 
dealings with Littleton in his interloping days have been noticed by 
Hedges in the Diary, ^ thus writes from Fort St. George, February 3rd, 
1704-5, to Mr. Robert Eaworth in London,^ one of the Directors of the 
English Company : 

“lam not a little startled at the unaccountable management of your affairs 
under S^; Edward Littleton, who I allways took to be a person of great 
ability and integrity, but has given large demonstration to the Contrai’y, haveing 
aS I am told run out your Cash 60 or 70 000 rupees^ and by other ill management 
’tis thought you have Suffer’d twice as much ; and ’tis said by misfortunes he is 
rendered wholy incapable to make you Satisfaction. 

“ I am sorry for him as an old ffriend, tho’ he has been very abuseive and scuril- 
lous in his letters to this place.” 

On receipt of the last quoted letters of the Court of the English 


^ There is in the B.M. (Add. MSS. 22,851) a letter of Pitt’s to Littleton 
dated April 2, 1700, beginning, “ My Good and old Friend.’’ 

3 B.M. Add. MSS. 22,848. 


III. — LITTLETON. 


CCXV 


Company-j the Council of that Company’s Agency, now removed to 
Calcutta, record the following consultation : 

Calcutta the 2d November 1705.^ 

‘‘ Att a Consultation, Present, 

“ Mr. UoBEBT HnnaBS, 

“ Mr- Jonathan Winder, 

“ Mr. Egbert NiaHTiNO-AiiE, 

Mr. John Cole— 

The Court of Managers of the United trade in their Commission and Instruc- 
tion dated the 26th ffebry. 1702 directed to the Grentlemen appointed by them to 
be the Couneill and Managers of all affairs relating to the United Trade, in 
Benoall, haveing positively Order’d in Case of the death or absence of John 
Bearh Esq". President for Separate affaires of the Old Company, or S'" Edward 
Littleton, President for the separate affairs of the New Company that the 
Successor to either of them in his Presidency shall not Continue to be a Member 
of the United Council, and S". Edward Littleton being yesterday By Order 
of the Honhle. Court of Directors in their letter 18th January 1704, displaced ; the 
Couneill for the United Trade did thereupon meett this Morning and by a Vote 
almost unanimous, Eesolved that Mr. Eobt: Hedges, must be out of the United 
Couneill, he therefore produc’d the Court of Directors letter dated 10th Jany, 
1703, and did read to them the Paragraph which Orders that there shall be no 
President or Chief after S". Edward Littleton in the Couneill for the Separate 
Affaires of the New Company, which they would not think concern’d them or 
take any Notice of, but urged the Example of President Sheldon’s Succeeding 
President Beard in the Presidency for the Separate Affaires of the Old Company 
and being out of the United Couneill. 

The Consideration of Mr. Hedges being thns out of the United Couneill 
has been the Subject of our thoughts Separately before this meeting, after the 
United CounciU rose, and haveing maturely consider’d the ill Consequences itt 
may probably Occasion in the Separate affaires of the Honble. New Company 
except a timely Eemedy be found, therefore to prevent those inconveniences as 
much as possible, ’tis Eesolved and Unanimously agreed without the Seeking of 
Mr. Hedges, that he be desired to accept the Title of Chief or first in Couneill 
for the Separate Affaires of the Honble. New Company, and he is thereby 
desired to accept of itt, and to act as such, till further Orders from our Honble. 
Masters, which after many Arguments he Consents to for the following Eeasons 
which were urged to him” .... (Not necessary to transcribe the reasons.) 

Four days latter we have the following : — 

* * * * * -K- 

“ Att a Consultation in Calcutta the 6 November 1705. 

“ Present (the same as above), 

. . . . “ S". Edward Littleton not haveing delivered upon the Cash 
Account, nor the Ballance of Cash, when demanded of him the 1st Current, after 
the Order from the Court of Directors which Displaced him from his being 
President was read, But then desired time to finish the Account, Ordered that 
Mr. Hedges, Mr. Winder, and Mr. Nightingale do goe sometime to 
Morrow, and Demand the Same, all so all the Originall Letters Eeceipts and 


1 O.G. 8393. 
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Obligations for moiiy Contracts witb Merchants. They allsoe are to Demand 
the mony he owes the Honble. Company, particularly the Sum due from him by 
Note Under his hand which he promised, when he Signed the Note, he would 
pay in the Country. 

“ For the easier Management of the Separate affaires of our Honhle: Masters, 
Ordered that the particular Charge of each person in Ooiincill he as follows : — 
.... Mr, Robebt Hedges is to continue Accomptant, Mr. Jonathan 
Winder export warehouse keeper, Mr. Robert Nightingale import ware- 
house keeper, and Mr. John Cole Buxie or Charges Generall-Keeper, till, 
after the Dispatch of the 'Union ; if we Shall find itfc conyenient or Serviceable 
in our management of the Honhle: Companys affaires after her departure to 
make any alteration in our Particular business, by Shifting or Changing places 
with each other 

###### # 

“ From fhe Council for Separate Affairs of the English Company to the 
Handle, the Court of Directors^ 

Dated Calcutta the 5th December 1705, 

. . . . Soe many at this place doe feel the Severe effects of a very Sickly 
Season that wee cant spare able hands to copy our letters, and wee cannot doe 
it our selves without delaying the dispatch of your Ship .... Mr. Benjamin 
Bowcher, Mr. Geo: Redshaw, Mr. Ralph Blmes and Mr. Thomas Hum- 
BEBSTOCKE are dead, and Several! that seem likely to recover are soe weak that 
wee cannot expect they will be able to write or doe any business till ’tis too late 
for the Service of this Monsoon. 

“ The repeated cautions in your Honours letter dated the 10th January 1703, 
first to try by fair means to bring Sr: Edward Littleton to a just account 
and not to come to extremities with him if wee could avoid it, incline us to 
believe it our most prudent Course to Suspend for a time the use wee were to 
make of your Honnours other letter No. A ; Another great consideration with 
us was that his visible Effects in Bengall bear allmost noe proportion with the 
great sums he owes your Honnours ; soe that we could not have used Letter A to 
any great Advantage, for these reasons we endeavoured as much as possible to 
prevent the Necessity of uaeing it ... . wee thought it best to wait with 
patience till wee should receive your second orders by tbe Ships expected out 
this year .... 

“Your Honours will find by our last years letter that wee had made a con- 
siderable progress in accounting with S^ Edward Littleton in the friendly 
method your Honours Directed, hut since that wee have not been able to doe soe 
much as we would have done, for it proved impossible (whilst he had tbe name of 
President and could make many people believe he should certainly be appointed 
President for the United Affairs) ^ to Influence those that were his Servants, to 
Confess such truths as they believed would prejudice him, hut now he is out 
wee hope shall he able to determine all disputes, especially that about the 
accounts .... 

“On the 1st day of November wee carry ed your Honours letter Dated the 
18th January 1704! to S" Edward Littletons, where it was Opened and read 
in full Councill, he would not seem to expect he was put out of your Honours 
Service till the 14th Paragraph, which discharged him, was read. Nevertheless 
wee believe he knew of it before ; And wee have reason to Suspect that Mr. 
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John Brabotjrn from Anjango sent Mm a Duplicate, wHcli was saved out of 
the Ne^tmiBy of No. A . . . . Mr. Braboubn wrote us the letter was broke 
open by the Natives at Cape Comerin, which we cant contradict, but wee were 
troubled to hear the Contents of it was for sometime the Discourse of Madrass, 
as well as of some bussey Impertinents at this place .... 

* :l! :(< :]« 

“ On the 2d November the Councill for the United Trade mett and the 
Majority of them concluded because Mr. Sheldon was out of the United 
Councill, as Succeeding Mr. Beard in the Presidency for the Old Companys 
Affaires, that Mr, Hedq-es must alsoe be out, Accordingly they did vote him 
out .... Wee suppose ’twas not your Honours Intent he should be out, when 
you Ordered Sr. Edward Littleton should have noe Successor in the Presi- 
dency. And Mr. Hedges does not believe that the Councill for the United 
Trade doe Interpret that part of the Court of Managers Instructions, on which 
they ground their vote for putting him out, in the plain meaning and Intent of 
their words .... 

:f! !(« sH ^ sH sH 

“ Adqdstine als, Gustaves Creed was in your Honours pay, he trumpets 
but Indifferently, bis business was to play on the violin at Dinner, but now Sr: 
Edward Littleton is displaced wee have noe need of a Fidler, therefore when 
his five pounds is earned (for he is poor and wee can get noe money out of him) 
he must seek another Service. 

* * ^ * 

“ As soon as Mr. Hedges came from Cassimbuzar in April 1702, he join’d 
with Mr. Winder in hearty endeavours to regulate every Mismanagement and 
the Success did, at least in some measure, answer their endeavours, else your 
books bad not yet been brought up, and it would not have been discovered that 
Sh Edward Littleton continued to get a great deal into your Debt, Gossy- 
BAM, Gurdusmussund andUMER Chunds names would have continued biindes 
to have Screen’d his contrivances from your knowledge. 

‘‘The word Gossyeam is a feigned name, made use of to conceal the 
person that Sr: Edward Littleton meant by it, that is Geetue, a young 
man, the son of his particular Servant BoperAm. Paran, Boperam’s brother. 
Appeared and Acted all along as Gomastah or ff actor for this feign’d Gossy- 
RAM, which wee wrote in former letters to your honours. Wee have now got 
Paran and Geetue in Custoddy, and shall endeavour as soon as the Ships 
are dispatched, to prevaile with them by such means, as the law and Custom of 
this Countery allows,^ to discover what yet remaines undiscovered of the In- 
direct use S'": Edward Littleton made of them in the management of your 
honours Affaires .... Wee wish we could find Effects in India to Secure all 
but that he has not nor any thing near it. And the money he owes your honours 
is farr from being all he is in debt in Ben gall .... 

From Sir E. Littleton to J. W^inder, B. Nightingale, J. Cole, 
and J. Maibtek, apimnied hy the Honhk: English Company 
. . . Sole Managers of their Separate Affairs in 

Dated “ Calcutta 30th January 1705. 

“ Brn’ Yours of the 15th Instant was deliver’d to me the 19th in the afternoon 
when I was in a Condition not vei-y Capable of reading much less of considering 


Qu., some kind of torture ? 
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thereof or replying thereto, by seyere paines in my howells lasting some dayes, 
and Scarce yet thoroughly clear from its Effects whereby was disabled writing 
you Sooner not haying an Amanuensis, soe you will not take its delay amiss. 

* * * :ft 

What justly due from me on a running Account I am and alwayes was yery 
ready, none more, to Adjust and Clear the Same whatever may appear justly due 
from me as hope you are alsoe if any appears due to me. 

“But there being as I take them diverse yery Erronious feighned or forged 
Articles charged in the bookes to my Account by Mr. Robert Hedges on his 
own head (at that time one of you) which I noa wayes agree unto, bnt positively 
deney, its ISTeedfull therefore the same he examined and Adjusted honestly fairly 
Impartially and expeditiously as may bee,” etc., etc. 

The rest is occupied chiefly witli accusations and insinuations against 
Hedges. It will be seen that Littleton excludes Hedges from the 
address of his letter, refusing to recognise him as still of the Council, 
as will be seen more explicitly in the next extracts. Littleton seems 
now to have become soured and isolated, as well as hopelessly involved 
in his circumstances. Especially- in regard to Robert Hedges, who had 
apparently taken the. leading part in pressing for his accounts and the 
clearance of his debts to the Company, as well as in the representations 
made to the Directors at home, individually and collectively, on the 
subject, he had become violently embittered, and cast off all decency of 
language. On the 21st November 1706, the Council, headed by 
Hedges, had again sought an interview with the ex-President and de- 
livered a letter once more calling for a settlement. 

The Council write to the Court of Directors on the 2Cth December, 
as the result of this interview 

“We All went to him Last Tuesday and then, together with his Account, 
delivered him a Letter signed by us All, demanding payment of wbat he owes you 
or what he is able to pay in this Country. The Same, now the Intrest is added, 
amounts to (Rupees) 227572 „ 12 „ 6. 

“He has not yet wrote us an answer, but in word he denys his owing yon so 
great a sume, and says he has, scarce mony enough to cary him handsomely into 
England, therefor can pay us nofching. We may guess by his muttering that 
he win Continue to write something for an Account, but it is only guess, for whilst 
we were with him he spoake very Title in plaine or Intelligible words, and if he 
does write us we cant from bis past Example expect a word of truth from him or 
Anything like a declaration that he ever designes honestly to make you satis- 
faction . . . .” 

Littleton’s own utterance, in regard to the visit and to the accounts 
as set forth against him, is contained in the following ribald effusion 
against Hedges, a specimen of the very abuseive and scurillous” which, 
surpasses, I suppose, in that line, anything that (governor Pitt had to 
complain of from his old friend : 
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Letter from Sir E. Littleton, dated “ Calcutta 16 January 1706-7’^ 
and addressed to Messrs. Winder, ISIightingale, Maister, and 
King, Appointed by the BonUe. the English Company . . . the 
Sole and onely present managers of their separate Affairs in 
BeNGALL ” : 

“ Grentlemen, 

On tEe 21st of last montL a letter was deliverd by and in presence of 
some of yourselves signed by those of the Conncill then present, as alsoe by an 
Irishman (for what reason I know not) whom yon have, as I understand, made 
or continued the Accomptant for the Companys Affaires, perhaps for easing your 
Selves, or avoiding some worke not overpleasing to yon, and more proper for such 
a person, said Irishman haveing been long discharged from the United Conncill 
and accordingly at the same time from that of the Seperate, and alsoe by their 
positive order and settlement of the Company in their united and separate state, 
and I hear has lately thrown himself out, and abdicated alsoe the Companys 
service in both their states, soe I can esteeme noe more of him than of a private 
person, not in the Companys service and less in the Conncill, therfore tho: have 
hitherto forborne cannot longer taking notice of his insolent intrusion Among 
yon, and signing with and Above you, and think it just to lett you know that for 
the future whatever missive may come from you (since you are a full Conncill by 
the Companys establishment) signed with the Irishman your Book keepers firme 
I cannot receive the same with that deference and respect due to your selves, 
and which I would by noe means be found wanting in, tho’ to him I owe none but 
what proper to such a person, whom tho Old Companys Servants, here then, 
upon his running away 1684, and as it was said with a summe of the Companys 
money, and from his accounts, not dareing to Abide the Audit of them here did 
then give him (and as it then was thought a most just one) the caracter of a 
Treacherous Run away Irish Villain Rogue and Thief, soe that if any come it 
may be expected noe notice to be taken thereof or Reply given unless such as 
may not be to content, by including of you all joyntly Gruilty of his crimes which 
are very great and what I would otherwise endeavour to seperate. 

“ With the aforesaid Letter was delivered a paper called an Account signed by 
the said Irishman the Bookeeper, being such a Bundle of false hoods, lyes, 
forgerys, treacherys, villainy s &ca. hudled up together as was never before done 
in one fagot by the most execrable wretche, but it is to be considered that Irish- 
men are very prolifike in all manner of Villainye and that the same may appears 
in a more clear light it will be needfull that some method be taken to perform 
the same, therefore. 

“I shall first draw out my owne Running Account as I finde the same stand 
in my bookes at present, whether more may appear afterwards know not, but if 
doe may be charged to one side or other as may be due. 

‘‘ Next shall animadvert upon the Account it selfe and therein owne all that 
shall appear a just charge or article of which I think there is not one, and deny 
what is unjustly Charged, as alsoe detest and lay open such falsehoods, lyes, 
forgerys felonious force dtea. used and conversant About the said Account of 
which every Article is full. 

“Then because your Irish Bookeeper is soe Ready to draw up or make up 
an Account for others, according to the way of that Country and Manner of 
those people, I shall draw one up for him, after the English mode, with justice 
and truth, every article whereof shall give full and sufficient pro of e of before any 
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unpreixidiced Impartiall honest persons whatever that may bo agreed on or 
authorized thereto, whereby you will be convinced what a Speciall Select Choice 
you made of an Ibtshmak for your Correspondent and Manager. 

The hrst of these was finished many dayea agoe, and lay by thinking to have 
sent the same being my Eunning Account with the Ee.st, but being disapointed 
of an Amanuensis for transcribeing the Eest, I therefore send you this first, its 
Ballance due to me Es. 1057 „ 15 „ 0, and assure you that there is not one 
article here but wbat shall justifye and Abide the determination of any Court of 
Judicature or of any Impartiall unprejudiced honest persons whatever that may 
be agreed upon — ^Your Book keepers account I hope to gett ready ray selfe 
for you in time but the Animadverting upon his account as given in and signed, 
as may be plainly perceived with a trembling hand, soe multiply 'd upon me in 
the worke that it would be impossible to get it done in time without other 
assistance than any I can procure to transcribe the same. 

“lam 

“ Your most humble Servant 

“ Edwaed Littleton.” 

Tins is followed, on the 30th of the same month, hy another long and 
virulent letter to the Coimeil, accompanied by what he styles lus 
^‘examination of their Bookceper’s Acconipt article by article/’ 

which is a curiosity in ribaldry, ejj. : 

4thly. This is yett a worse than the former ; your Irish Bookeeper goes 
from bad to worse, it being noe less than a Eaparee Accompt, with all the agra- 
vateing crimes and Circumstances the former were under of Mallice, falsehood, 
Treachery, Villany, and forgery.” 

Again referring to O-osseram, a native merchant spoken of in the 
GomiciPs letter, p, ccxvii, whose affairs were mixed up with Littleton’s, 
tiie latter says : 

“ I doubt not the Irishman took off a Cordiall comfortable snicker or Bowie of 
his blond (not to satisfyo bis divollish thirst after bloud, for nothing save the 
grave quenches an Irishman’s bloudy thirst, but it might gratify somewhat his 
lust full concupiscence after bloud for the present) and sent the Best to the Lady 
of the Irish Castle to make her black puddings for breakfast meat . . . . ” 

And so on for 25 folio pages ! 

The Council reply temperately, to Kttlefcon’s first abusive letter, in 
theirs of 27th January 

^ ^ * ■ }|e 

“Your reporting or writeing of Slanders does not make them true, neither 
does your vote or opinion put Mr. Hedges out of the Companys Service. Their 
letters confirme him, and you have noe Authority to Supersede their orders .... 

“ As for the paper you pretend to be your running account with the Honble: 
Company, wee doe not finde that any single article of what you charge is true, 
excepting only that of the Sallary, which you finde in the Account wee delivered 
you, and you omitt bringing to the Companys Credit vast aummes due from you, 
but such Shifts never pay Debts, and cannot clear yon.” 
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They also send liim on the same date a formal protest.^ 

On the date of the letter to Littleton, just quoted, the Council also 
write to the Court 

“Mr. Robert Hedoes and Mr. Jonathan Winder hareing each of them 
delivered up what charge they had in your honours Separate Service, to the rest 
of the Councill, and there being noe accounts or demands upon either of them in 
your honours Bootes, they both returne for England on the Shipp Hallifax 
with Oonsent both of the United Conncill and the Conncill for your honours 
seperate affairs. 

. . . . Wee received the 24th3 of this month instead of a reasonable and just 
answer from S^ Edward Littleton to our Demands of the money he owes your 
honours, a Libell or Lampoon composed of Malicious Invectives and Slanders, 
and Couched in worse than Billingsgate Language, as you will finde by its 
Copy which we herewith send yon together with our answer and protest delivered 
him with it. 

“ Hee gott into your Honours Debt by fraudulent and dishonest Contrivances, 
and he seems resolved to endeavour keeping your money as dishonestly as he got 
it into his hands 

This is signed by Hedges, Winder, NiraiTiNGALE, John Maistek, 
and Arthur King. 

My next and last extract is from a letter addressed by their Councill 
in Bengal to the Court of Directors of the English Company, and 
reports the death of Littleton in October 1707. It is dated “ Fort 
William in Bengali, the 17th December 1707.”^ 

When Messrs. Hedges and Winder were present we made a demand from 
S^ Edward Littleton of what money is due to your honours from him, his 
answer was Gennerally that he had not any in India to make sattisfaction to your 
Honours hut would Endeavour it at home where he designed this year had not 
Death prevented him. ~ On the 24th October he departed this life after five days 
Illness of a feavour, he was not in the least apprehensive of so sudden a change 
not having left any will, so of course the Councill for the United Trade take his 
effects into their charge, according to directions given by the Honble: Court of 
Managers .... Mr. Abraham Addams with two more of the Compands 
Factors were Ordered to take an Account of Sr. Edward Littleton’s effects, 
and expose them to Sale by puhlique Outcry which has been accordingly per- 
formed. They found in ready money 1354 : 5 Rups, and his Outcry amounts to 
Rups 10002 : 4| and he has with Mr. John Salladine in the Shipp Sarah as 


^ On these two last papers is the following ancient docket ; 

‘^This Paper •writeing was showed to Jonathan Winder at the time of his 
examination taken in Chancery on the behalf of the E. 1. Companys com- 
plaints against S', Streynsham Master Knt. and other Defendants. 

A. Trevor.” 

1 do not know the bearing of this. 

2 0.0. 8484. 

3 This must, however, he Littleton’s letter, dated 16th January. 

4 O.C. 8527. 
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near as we can perceiv'e by bis accOTint, Rupees 9146 : 10, but of tliat we fear 
little is to be expected, that Shipp say led hence for Fort St. (3-eobqe in March 
last and as yett not heard of which makes us give her over for lost, we designe 
so soon as all S' Edward’s money is gathered in to make a Demand thereof 
from the Dnited Councill and what they pay us we will indorse upon the back 
side of his Note Dated the 30th April 1704 for Rupees 23 808 : 3 in part of said 
note, in the Pacquet comes a paper containing account of his Estate in ENGLAHD 
as it stands in his Books Ballance, 1695, since which he has not Kept any Regular 
accounts. We shall take care so soon as these shippa are dispatched and more 
at leasuro to look over his papers carefully and give your Honours an account 
of what we find in them relateing to his Estate in England. He stands indebted to 
yonr Honours as p. last account sent your Honours (Ps.) 227572 ; 12 : 6 : Principle 
and Interest, Including his man Gobsarams Debt of 47516 : 14 Hot any 
Interest added to his account since the 30th November 1706” .... 

* * * He * * * 

In thePacquet we send your Honours a Oopie of a paper Entitled an account 
of some debts oweing to the Honble: the English Company trading to the East 
Indies by Mr. Robert Hedges, which account was deliver’d to us about half 
an hour before Messrs. Hedges and Winder left this place, by Edward 
Littleton. We can’t think what should Induce Sr. Edward to draw up such 
a paper so false, fill’d with fowle Language, and with Submission to your Honours 
its our oppinions every Article of them are false and his own debts tnrn’d upon 
Mr. Hedges.” 

The Act Cth Queen Anne, cap. 17, arranged finally for the Union of 
the Companies,^ and assigned to Earl Godolphin, Lord High Treasurer, 
the duty of making a conclusive award for the adjustment of the 
claims and jarring interests which were still in difference between the 
two bodies. In this famous award the name of the unhappy man, Sir 
Edward Litti.eton, was dishonourably enshrined, as his debt, due to 
the Company which he served, of 80,437 rupees, 8 annas was adjudged 
to remain to the English Company on their additional Stock, and not 
to be added to the United Stock as a debt in the East Indies. 


MASTER,. SIR STREYNSHAM.^ This gentleman was the 13th 
child and 8th son of Richard Master, Esq. (1604-1669), of East Lang- 
don, in Kent—a manor granted to the family after the dissolution of 


1 Formally, the surrender of its charters by the (Old or) London Company, 
and the reconstitution of the English Company as the United Company of 
Merchants of JEwjland trading to the East Indies, 

2 A variety of particulars, and some interesting extracts of letters (specified 
in the. foot-notes), have been added to this sketch from an able and valuable 
genealogical work by the Rev. George Streynsham Master, M.A. [Some 
notices of the Family of Master of East Langdon and Yotes in Kent, Neio 

Hall and Qroston in Lancashire, and Barvoio Green,, in Surrey, eta 

Printed for private circulation, 1874), to whose kindness I am indebted for a 
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the monasteries — and grandson of Sir Edward Master, of the same 
place (1574-1648), Governor of Dover Castle. 

The Master family had been settled in East Kent at least since the 
13th century. Four branches of the name, deriving origin from a 
Kentish source, still survive in various parts of England. 

The wife of Sir Ed^vard Master was Audrey, daughter and co-heir 
of Eohert Streynsham, Esq., whence the latter name has ever since 
been current in the Master family as a baptismal name. The wife 
of Kichard Master was Anne, daughter of Sir James Oxenden, Knt. 

Streynsham Master was born Oct. 28, 1640. In an autograph memo, of 
the Remarkable Passages of my Oione Life, he notes that at eight years old 
he “went to Schoole at Sutton to Mr. Latham”; in 1654 to “Mr. 
Cullen and Mr. Brett”; and in 1655 “ to Schoole at Ganterbuiiy 
with Mr. Powndall”; and, in the same year, “ to Schoole at London 
to writ and Cipher to Mr. Titos: Fox”. Notwithstanding these 
numerous changes, and his early departure for India, his papers show a 
man decidedly better educated than the majority of his contemporaries 
in the Company’s service. 

On Good Friday 1656 (April 4th) he took leave of his family at 
Langdon to proceed to India with his uncle and godfather George 
Oxenden. The India trade was then open and Mr. Oxenden was bound 
for Surat in the conduct of a private Company’s adventure. They 
arrived at Surat in November 1656, and in January 1659 Mr. Oxenden 
returned to Europe, leaving his young nephew in charge of his brother, 
Christopher Oxenden, then 2nd in Council of the Company’s factory 
at Surat. Master was then sent as Cape-Merchant and supercargo on 
board a vessel bound for Mocha, Gombroon, Bussora, and Cong. 
Beturning to Surat in December 1659, he found the President (Wych) 
and his uncle Christopher were both dead. Mr. Andrews (later, Sir 
Matthew), the new President, wanting factors, took Streynsham Master 
into the Company’s Service in January 1659-60, and in the succeeding 
years till 1686, he was employed at Surat and Ahmedabad. In 
1662 his uncle returned to Surat as Sir George, and President of 
Surat. 

The following interesting extracts of an early correspondence between 
young Streynsham and his sister Mary (born 1634), are derived from 
“ The Family of MasteP\ (p. 60) : 

copy. Mr. Master has also generously confided to me a valuable album of 
selected original letters and memoranda, many of them in the handwriting 
of Sir Streynsham. These will be referred to as the Master Papers, Besides 
these, Mr. Master possesses a large additional amount of the private corres- 
pondence of his ancestor and the family, afibrding much interesting matter. 

The bulk of my sketch is, as usual, derived from the MS. Records in the 
India Office, with some extracts from letters in the British Museum. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. (afterwards Sir Streynsiiak) Master, 
to his sister^ Mary Master, at East Land don, icritten from India 
in 1G59 : 

“ As business comes on, soe I find tbe state of our family, to creep out of my 
mind, wbicb I am willing to retaine soe long as possibly I cann, wherefore my 
petition to you is that you would please to honour me soe farr as by the next 
returne of these shipps to send me a true account of our fammily of the 
Masters, from what house they came, and where was their old Seate* So 
likewise of the Streinshams, and alsoe the Oxendens, an account of all our 
unkles and aunts and ourselves taken exactly, of what day and yeare wee were 
home, that I may know all our ages, together with the distinct marke in Herald- 
rye for the distinction of brothers, and if there be any ancient historis of such 
things that you thinke fitt to send, they will bee very welcome to mee, for I am 
a great lover of such stories.’^ 

Ueiilij to the above by Mary Master, dated from her Father^s House^ at 
East Langdon, April IGGO: 

I have minded my Brother James oft to answer your desires in the relations 
of our famellys : he says you demand more then he knowes : the oldest writtings 
my father has shows us all ways to he gentel men : my grandfather S'" Edward 
was all the Knights that ever was in our famelly. Our great grandfather, 
James Master had a good Estate : was a great scoller ; a prudent wise man in 
his old days : in his yuth wilde ; spent and lost all most all by Garda and Bise ; 
hut heareing people oft saye ; yuader gos Master had Land : it so strucke him : 
that he resolued : as he had, so he would haiie : and so recalling him selfe ; he 
became a very great husband, and quickly purohesed his lost lands : and added 
to it 100a. We have very good things of his writing and many Manescrips: 
then it was not so usall to print all things : as now it is : we haue writings no fur- 
ther then our greate greate granfather John Master; for our great grand- 
father James was his second sun : had but 200 pounds a yeare : his eldest sun 
hadldaughters only and so the estate went awaye ; and that is the Beason we haue 
writings can shew no further then Langden : and which our last fathers pur- 
chised*’ but old John had 15 hundred or 2000 pounds a yeare ; lived nobly, 
keept 3 score men in Blue Cots, which was the Liuerry all gentel men formerly 
gaue : one St. Johns daye or in Christmas spend a Brenner (?) for Breakefast, 
then judge what must he spent all the daye and Christmas hesids ^ This is all I 
know. I suppos he will satisfy yu as far as he can : but indeed bis Lawe puts 
bim so full of implyments he can not serue his friends so much as he wolde. My 
Mother is not willing our Ages should trauel so far : you haue posed the ain- 
chients frind liueing : to giue an eccount of our 3 famelys : the rite seats and 
Arms and the true Heroldry : your discorce would take up a weeks time from 
morning to night and the writing a large valome in foliour.” 

However, this pleasant damsel enclosed a paper with the list of their 
own number, very quaint and pretty. Herself is recorded : — ■ 

“ Mart Master ; only happy in the Lone of her good Brothers : still a 
maiden, Borne Maye Munday 0 sad 1634’ L , . . 

And ho : — 

Stratnsbcam Master, an Ingenyons India Marchant ; thriueing in his 
implyment ; and a true Honnourer of his frinds ; Borne Wensday October 28 ♦ 




plate vjj. 
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1640*'. . . . ‘‘Modysty wonld not suffer me to giue a young Man my Age but 
bear it is : I bop the older the wiser, for yourselfe : and let notber eye see itt : I 
beseech your worsbipe/'^ 

The young lady’s letter is followed by one from her eldest brother 
James, a barrister and eventually a !Beiicher of Gray’s Inn, giving 
additional information regarding the forefathers of the house ; but it is 
too long for us to copy. 

In 1668 we find Streynsham Master one of the Council at Surat, and in 
September of that year he was associated with Mr. Goodyer (Governor 
designate). Captain Young, and Mr. Cotes, to go to Bombay and 
receive over charge of the Island from the King’s officers. 

“At my return thence to Surbatt’*, be writes, ^ “ the President and Conncill 
sent me downe the coast of Indian and Mallabar to take up Mr. Rakbolph 
Tayuor’s Commission (who dyed there) and settle the Pactors at Carwarb 
and OaIiIiECTjtt after the Dutch War. This Voyage (praised he Gon) I per- 
formed with good Success tho’ with great hazard of my Life by a Tumult of 
the Rabble Moplaes upon an unlucky accident at Calleout.” 

Streynsham Master took part, under his uncle the President, in the 
defence of the factory and Company’s property, when the Mahrattas . 
attacked Surat in 1664. And when Sivaji pillaged Surat for the second 
time, in October 1670, Master was deputed to come over with a party 
of seamen from Swally, where the Council was then temporarily located, 
to occupy the factory at Surat, and this he held against the invaders 
with much gallantry and tact. 

At a meeting of the Court in London, 26 Jany. 1671-2, we find a 
resolution recorded : 

“ That a medal of Gold to the value of XX£ be provided and sent to the Pre- 
sident at SuRRAT, as a remembrance of bis good service against Sevageb tbelast 
year 5 And that tbe like be provided to be given to Mr. Stbbinsham Masters^ 
at bis arrivall in England.” 

The President (in succession to Sir G. Oxenden, who died in July 
1669) was Gerald Aungier, a worthy man, but who bad not (that I can 
find) done anything particular on this occasion. I regret to learn, from, 
obliging communications of Master’s descendants, that the medal can- 
not now be traced. The Rev. G. Streynsham Master possesses the case 


^ The young lady, in 1665-6, became the w^ife of Archdeacon Estcott of 
Exeter ; and, after his death, married Mr. Isaacke, a merchant and alderman 
of the same city. ^ Master Papers. 

® Here India is used specifically for the territory adjoining Goa ; a usage 
derived from the Portuguese Anglo-Indian Glossary, i)p. 331,333), though 
even in this usage it extended ordinarily to Gape Comorin. 

^ He is constantly called Masters in the correspondence. See a note on p. 
xcv, supra. 


2 
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•wbich once held it, — ivory mounted in silver, — and now containing the 
following memorandum in Sir Streynsham’s hand- writing : 

This ia the case of a Gold Medall given me by the East India Oompant 
when I came into England 1672. TTpon one Side was the Armes of the Com- 
pany, with this inscription, Pro meriUs contra Sevageum ajpud Suratt 1670. 
Oz. 3^. 

IFpon the other Side was the Armes of the Family of Master, with this in- 
scription, Non minor est virtus q%am queerer e parta tmrL And abont it was 
Virtutis comes Invidia.** 

Upon a separate piece of paper, and in the less vigorous handwriting 
of Master’s old age, is written: ‘‘This Medall was Delivered to Sir 
Kichard Hoabe.” 

On the bare chance that Hoare’s Bank might have retained the 
custody of the medal, inquiry was addressed to the firm by the Key. 
G. S. Master, but without success. So the medal would appear to be 
lost, unless perchance this mention may procure information as to its 
present existence. 

It is notable that the first-mentioned motto, being that which had been 
adopted by James Master of East Langdon, the great grandfather of 
*Streynsham, when obtaining a grant of arms from the Herald’s Office 
in 1608, is stated by the Rev. P, Anderson, in his Wesifern India, to 
have been inscribed on the medal previously bestowed by the Company 
on Sir George Oxenden for his conduct of the defence of the factory in 
in 1664. Ho authority is cited by Mr. Anderson. 

I now give a long extract from a letter' of the Surat Council which 
details the story of Streynsham Master’s expedition to the city for the 
defence of the Company’s property. It is dated “ Swally Marine, 
20 Hovember 1670”, and is signed by Gerard Aungier, Matthew 
Gray, Stre Master, Charles James, and Alexander Grigbie.^ 

‘‘ Wee had gott them (the ships) ready to Sayle the first or second October, 
when wee were surprised with continued hott allaruma of Sbvagy’s near© ap- 
proaches to Surratt with an army of 15,000 horse and ffoote, against whom there 
were not 300 men ready to Defend the Towne. Your Oonncell were all at Swally 
Marine when the newes came ; where lay not only the Stress© of our bussinesa 
but the greatest part of your goodes bought for Europe. For by an happy 
Providence, as wee may well call it, forseeing the ensuing dangei*, that the 
Towne of Stteratt would certainly become a Prey either to the Princes Army (who 
ia rebelled against the Mogull) or to Sevagy, Wee took a convenient time to 
empty all your warehouses at Subratt of what goodes were ready embaled, and 
sent them down© to Swally. Soe that in your house were onely left some 
Tapseiles^ and Cotton Yarne, not embaled. Onely at the Washers and Beaters, 
in the Severall out villages there remained about 2000 Gorged of severall goodes 


1 O.C. (3575). 

2 Tafsila, a stuff (silk apparently) from Mecca, also made in India. 
^ Score, 
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to wit Nunbeabaud and Siteat Baftas and Porcas (or Poccaa ?) delivered out to 
bee whited. However notwithstanding you were then in a great Measure 
Secured Wee thought it necessary to provide for the remayning goods in Stteat 
as also to maintaine your honour and that of the ITation (which wee had hitherto 
reputably preserved), from any Scand»all that might be cast upon us of deserting 
the Towne and your house in Time of danger When the Butch and Pfrench kept 
theirs. Wherefore your servant GtEEALd Aungheb resolved the same day the 
newes arrived to goe up to Sxjeeatt with a guard of men taken out of the 
Shipps, intending to leave Mr. Matthew G-eat with the rest of your Councell 
at the Marine to take care of your Interest there ,* hut as he was preparing to 
take horse, the rest of your Councell thought goode to declare their Judgment 
against his ^oing, advising That it would not consist with the safety of your 
affaires bo hazard the Person of your President at such a time, when all the Mer- 
chants of the Towne and the Ofdcers them Selfes had Diserted it. That it was 
Impossible though wee tooke all the men out of the shipps, to defend an open 
house against such an Army ; That if your President were in the house, the 
enemy might probably assault it on purpose to seize his person, in hopes of his 
ransome. Whereas if he were not there it might he less taken notice of. That 
the greatest part of your estate lay at Swabbt whither t*was not improbable 
but the enemy might send some partye either to Seize or hume your goodes, in 
case they had not their demands, against whome it was necessary to make the 
best provision we could. These with other arguments they presst Soe earnestly 
that Govr. Aengiee thought it would not become him to oppose the body of the 
Councell. Wherefore desisting from his Journey after debase Wee resolved to 
Send up 30 seamen taken out of your shipps with Mr : Steeinsham Mastee 
who ohearfnlly undertooke the charge, and our advice to him was that he should 
keep his men close to your house and not Discharge a Gunn or flight with the 
enemy unless they were first assaulted. So the 2d October at night Mr. 
Mabtbe with parte of the menn marched up to Sueeatt, the rest wee sent up 
on the hoigh, which was to lye there to secure their retreat in case they were 
forced to leave the house. It will be some Bivertisement to you to read what 
passed at Seeeatt and Swallt, which was thus,' 

** The 3d October Sevagy’s army approached the walls and after a slight as- 
sault the Defendants fied under shelter of the Castle Gunns, and they possest them 
Selfes of the whole towne, some few houses excepted which stood on their defence, 
to witt the English house, the Dutch, and Fpeench, and the two Serays or 
Seraglias,’ one whereof was maintayned by Peesian and Teekish Merchants, 
i)he other by a Taetae King called the King of Cascae (who being of kin to 
the MoGEiiii, and beaten out of his countrey by his owne sonne, desired leave 
last yeai’e to go on Pillgrimage to Meoha, from whence he returned two months 
since). Part of the army the same day assaulted the Taetae’ s quarter and 
the English house ; But the eteenoh made a private peace for them selfes, 
on what tearmes wee cannot LeaVne ; and so never shott off a Gunn, though at 
first being strong in menn they Vapoured as if they would have fought the whole 
army themself es. The enemy found such hott service from onr house, having 
lost several! menn, that they left ns and fell on the Taetae quarter feircely, 
which lay between the Efeench house and ours. At first they made a stout 
resistance, but the Efrench suffering the enemy to possess some Avenues next 
their house, and as tis aflirmed furnishing them with powder and shott, the 
Tabtaes could keep their house no longer, but in the night having conveighed 
away their King to the Castle left their house a prey to Sevagy, where he 
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fotlnd a vast treasure' in gould, silver, rich plate, a Gould Bedd and other rich 
furniture. The new Seray also defended hy the Turks, they assaulted, hut were 
heaten off with Losse. But the Dutch house lying out of the way, was never 
attempted hy them. The enemy having taken the Tartar Seray, could from 
thence more safely ply their shott at our house, for which they prepared them 
seifs ; hut finding our menu resolute on their defence they held up their hands 
desiring a Parley, and the Captain of that Brigade calling to speake with Mr. 
Master from the wall he appeared to them. Many expostulations passed 
touching our good correspondence at Bombay and our coming at Surratt. 
The Captain tould Mr. Master the Raja, or Sbvag-t, was much enrajed that 
wee had killed soe many of his menu, and was resolved on revenge. Mr. Master 
answered they assaulted and wounded Beverall of our menn before they shott a 
gunn, and that if his menn did not assault the ENauiSH, they would not offend 
him. But if they offered violence they were resolved to defend the house to the 
last maun and would sell their Lives deare. The Captain answered that he 
would keep his menn in, and desired allso that he would send some understanding 
person to discourse with him. This being agreed on on both sides, our house 
was quiett in two dayes. In the interim the array ransacked the great houses 
at loasure, and found therein Vast treasure, and with goqdes, sette fire ioaevrall 
places, destroying neare halfe the Towne to the ground. They approached the 
Castle threateuiug to storme it, but they were not, it seems prepared for it, for 
they did not venture near. The third day they appeared againe before our 
house, notwithstanding our overtures of Treaties before, casting out threatening 
speeches, that they^ would take or burns it to the ground. But Mr. Masters 
stood in soe resolute a posture that the Captain not willing to hazard his menn, 
with much adoo kept them back and sent a mann into the bouse to advise 
Mr. Master what was fitt to be done. This person told him the Rajah .was much 
offended for the Loss of hia menn and therefore advised he would send some 
person to him, but he must not goe empty handed, but with a present, though 
to no great Valine. Mr. Master thought it not imprudent to Secure your goode^ 
together with so many menu’s lives at soe reasonable a rate, and therefore hy 
advice of those with him resolved to prepare and send a present to Sevagy to 
the amount of rupa. ( ) in Scarlett, Sword blades, knives, &ca. , which while he 

was getting ready, the person that was sent to him being a merchant of Raja- 
pore fell into discourse with him touching our leaving the ffactory, asking 
the reason why wee did not send our people to trade there as formerly. Mr. 
Master answered That it was Sevagys ffault and not ours, for he had plundered 
the Company’s house, imprisoned their servants, and whereas since that time he 
had given sattsf action to Beverall persons whom he had robbed Yet he had not 
taken care to satisfy the Eholish the Losse they had sustayned, to which he 
answered that Sevagy did much desire our return to Rajapore and would doe 
very much to give us satisfaction. Mr. Master told him that In regard the 
President was at SwALLY he would say but little, but he would acquaint him 
therewith and there was no doubt but that he would trade againe in bis Port, if 
Sevagy would restore what he had taken fx’om us, and secure us from such 
Violence in the future. This gratefull discourse bein over the Present was sent 
by two of your servants who were conveighed to Sevagys Tent without the 
Towne. He sent for them and received them with the Piscash, in a very kind 
manner, telling them that the English and he were good ffriends, and putting 
his hand into their hands he told them that he would doe the English no wrong, 
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and that this giving his hand was better than any Cowle^ to oblige him thereunto. 
Before your Servants were returned to your house Sbvagt had called his army 
out of the Towne to the wonder of all menu, In regard no enemy was near, nor 
the noyse of any army to appoze him. But he had gott plunder enough and 
thought if prudent to secure himself and that. When he marched away he 
sent a letter to the Officers and Cheife Merchants the substance whereof was that 
if they did not pay him twelve Lacks of rupees yearly tribute , be would returne 
the next yeare and burne downe the remayning parte of the Towne. 

‘‘Noe sooner Sktag-t was gone but the poore people of Stjratt fell on plun- 
dering what was left, insomuch that there was not a house great or Small, 
excepting those which Stood on their Guard, which were not ransacked. 

“In the first dayea ffight one Englishman was Shott through the Body and 
is since dead of his wound. He was not your servant, but belonged to the 
King of Bantam’s Ship called the JBlessing) only arrived from Mocha, of 
whome Wee advised you last yeare, whose Commander Capt. Anderson hath 
been very Assistant to us, and was bimselfe in person with 20 of his menn, 
English and Jatas, to defend the house. He has lost about 8,000 rupees in 
Pepper and other goodes consumed in the great ffire, what losse you have sus- 
tayned Wee shall hereafter acquaint you. 

“ While things passed thus at Surratt, Wee at Swally were not free from 
danger, being kept in continuall Allarums of the enemys coming downe, and 
there was great reason to expect him in regard the Shawbunder, Gozzy,^ with 
most of the eminent Merchants, Moores, Armenians, Cuttarees and Banians were 
ffled hither under our protection. And there is no doubt but Sevagt would 
have sent parte of bis army downe if it had not beene spring tides, that he could 
not foard over the river .... 

“ Wee prepared the best Wee could to defend your estate, wbich was very 
great, having by the help of the Ships Carpenters, built a Small Platforme at 
one end of the Marine yard, and mounted thereon 8 gunns, which tis sayd some 
of Sevagys spyes that were at Swally advised Mm off, and wee doubted not 
by Gods assistance to preserve your goodes from plunder. But wee feared ffire 
more then the enemy, against which wee kept a constant watch . . . . ” 

The letter goes on to speak of some trouble Master had with certain 
of his seamen, who were not to be prevented from plundering ; of 
rewards given to the seamen for their assistance in defence ; of the 
interest gained with the Mahommedan officers, and the merchants whom 
they had protected, etc. 

“ Hodgy Zayed Beagues Sonne, the richest Merchant in Surratt Declared 
his resolution with an oath in the presence of Gov*' Aungier and Matthew 
Gray that he would goe with his family to Bombay. Wee hope you will believe 
Wee did not discourage him therein.” 

From the Court’s resolution in 1672, regarding the medal (p. ccxxv), 
we see that Mr. Master was then expected home. And we learn from the 
MaRter Papers that he did return in June of that year, a passenger in 
the Antelope^ commanded by Capt. John Goldsborough, a worthy now 


1 Written pledge. 

3 Skdhhandar^ or Harbour and Custom-Master, and Kdzl^ or Judge. 
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well Enown to us ; that he soon afterwards purchased the estate of 
Wallett’s Court, near Dover ; and that in 1674 (May 17th) he married 
Diana, daughter of Sir Thomas Bendyshe, Bart., of Bumsted, Essex, a 
lady whom he lost in the same year. 

I find also in the Court Books of 1673-74, repeated notices of Mas- 
ter’s presence in London. Under 10th December 1673 : 

A golden Medal was now delivered to Mr. Steeinsham Mastbb for his 
good service performed against Sevagee at Sueeatt.” 

Under 20th March 1673-74 he is granted a gratuity of £70 for his 
paines and care” in keeping the Company’s books at Surat from 1st 
August 1669 to 31st fTuly 1670, during the absence at Bombay of Mr. 
Cray, 2nd of Council, whose proper business it was. And a few days 
later (25th March) this gratuity is made up to £120. 

Other notices indicate that this busy man was prosecuting trade, and 
keeping himself before the view of the Court. Thus '(8th Nov. 1672) : 

“ It is ordered that Mr. Steeinsham Master be permitted to export for India 
five tons of Bed lead freight-free, to be put on board such Shipps as the Com- 
mittees for Shipping shall appoint ; The which liberty is granted on account of 
his making known to the Court that it is a Commoditie that will be of advantage 
to the Company to trade in.” 

Again, 30th April 1673 : 

“ The Committees for Mr. Sambeook’s Warehouse are desired to consider of 
Mr. Master’s demands for aUowanee of Wrappers wanting on severall bales of 
Dungarees by him bought of the Company, and to report their opinion what is 
fitt to be done therein . . . . ” 

The result is that one piece for each bale is to be allowed him. And, 
again, on the 25th June, there is a similar complaint from Mr. Master, 
viz., that a bale bought by him as of dungaree, proved to be all wrap- 
pers (such, I presume, as had been used as outsides of bales already). 
And this brings a rap on the knuckles to Mr, Sambrooke, keeper of the 
warehouse. 

A little later (10th Sept. 1675) Master was nominated to be successor of 
Sir William Langhorne in the government of Fort St. George, and we 
read in the Court’s letter to that Presidency of 24th December 1675 : 

Having had Consideration that Oar Agent’s Service is expired and Supposing 
he will not desire to stay much Longer in the Country, and Mr. Steeinsham 
Master being presented to Ds as a fitt person to serve Ds in that place and 
Quality, We have Elected him to go hy theis Ships, and upon his arrivall there , 
to be Second at the fPort, and to Succeede in the Agency in January 1677 (our 
Stile) .... And untill hee comes to he Agent, he is to have 300£ sallery per 
annum. And when Agent to have the Same Sallery and gratuity as S": WiEUIAM 
Langhorne now hath. And when he shall goe to Mbtchlepatam", the Bat, 
or any Subordinate factories, he is to take place as Cheif .... And Mr. 
Master ia to have any one of our souldiers that he shall Chuse, to wait© on him 
as a serving man.” 
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Wefiad also instructions to Mr. Master, dated 16th Dec. 1675. 

* ^ * * # # # 

'‘Wee the said Governour and Oompanie reposing speciall trust and confidence 
in you Stkeinsham Master Esq : have chosen and Constituted you according 
to a Commission under our Common Seale hearing even date with theis presents 
to he Agent and Governour at Eort St. Georoe, and to enter on the said 
imployment J anuary 1677, or imediately from and after the Death or Eemovall 
of Sr. WiLiiiAM Langkobne Our present Agent there, and vntill such time as 
you shall enter upon the said Agency and Government Wee doe appoint you to 
the second in Councell at Eort St. Georoe, and in order to the manadgement of 
Our Affaires in that Agency wee have thought fitt to give you for the present the 
following Instructions. . . . 

^ ^ 

“ Secondly, if at your arrivall at the efort you shall find Sr. William 
Lanohornb there living, as Wee hope, Then Wee thinke it convenient that you 
Voyadge on Our Ships to Metchlepatam and the Bay to take an Inspection 
into all Our affairs and to regulate and set in Order what you shall find amiss. 

* * 5(C 4! ^ 

V After you have settled Our affairs in some order at Metchlepatam you 
are to Saile with Our Ships to the Bay, and to returns hack with Our said 
Ships to Metchlepatam and the efort. 

“ ffor your security and assistance in the said voyage, We haue directed Our 
Agent and Councell at the peobt to permitt you to take with you from the 
EFORT or Metchlepatam two of our ffaotors that are not of the Oouncell and 
4 or 5 Bouldiers.” 

Instructions follow as to inspection of factory books and accounts, 
and to reduce them to such a plain and clear method as is practised in 
the. Presidency of Surat ; as to the disposing of Europe goods, and 
the provision of India goods for export to England ; especially as to 
the purchase of raw silk in the Bay, the provision and dyeing of Taffe- 
ties, etc. ; respecting investigation of the personal characters and quali- 
fications of the factors and writers, and to send a full list of them with 
salaries, employments and times of service ; also to inquire into causes 
of dissensions among them and to exhort them to peaceable and quiet 
comportment, also : 

“ You are to make enquiry into the business of Euco Podar, who was 
heaten by the house breaker at Oasambazar, and dyed presently after, upon 
which occasion vast charges have been expended. You are particularly to exa- 
mine, whether there was any direction or order, publique or private, given or 
intimated to the said house Broker for his so doing, whither according to the 
Custdme there the said house Broker might take on him to doe such a thing 
without Order or direction from the Chief ; And whither if the house Broker 
did the same without Order, it had not bin the Company's Interest, and most 
proper and reasonable to have delivered him to justice, as in such case he well 
deserved, and was formerly done in Mr. Sheldons time. You are to Sift out 
the truth of this Matter without favour or affection to any interested therein, 
and you may examine such persons as you think fitt upon Oath in order there- 
unto." 

He is to make inquiry regarding the use of the Company’s Seal ; also 
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tlie Company's trade privileges, and tliQ pliirmawids sanctioning them ; 
and to collect information regarding tlie ships going up the Ganges, 
and the best seasons, etc. 

Kegulations to be laid down for the classification and salaries of the 
Company’s servants, the succession to vacancies, etc. ; the estates of 
deceased servants ; the action to be taken in the case of the unfaithful- 
ness or criminality of members of Council, etc., etc., etc. 

Master’s commission was delivered to him on the 24th Dec. 1675. 
He sailed January 8th; arrived at Fort St. George, July 7th, 1676 ; and 
left again in The for Metchlepatam and Bengal on the 31st, reach- 
ing the former place on the Brd August, and quitting it on the 18th, 
His Diary, the original of which is among the India Kecords, gives 
a minute account of his proceedings on this tour of inspection. Here is 
a quaint extract on the use of Roundells umbrellas) : 

16th August. There being an ill Custome in the factory of writers having 
roundells carried over their heads, which is not used or allowed hy the Govern- 
ment of the Towue, but only to the Governour and the three next principall 
officers, and to two or three eminent merchants of ancient standing. And by 
the Dutch only to their Oheifes, secondj and Third, who are of their Councell, 
and at FronT St. GEonan is allowed only to the Councell and Chaplaine. It is 
therefore ordei*ed that noe Person in this ffactory shall have a roundell carried 
over them, but such as are of the Councell and the Chaplaine.’’ 

This affair of the roundels continued to afford a crow to pluck with 
the young men till the middle of the next century.^ 

The next “stay was at Balasore, where Mr. Master halted from 23rd 
August till 5th September. The following extract affords the earliest 
use I have yet met with of a well-known Anglo-Indian term of disputed 
origin : 

**31st August, There being a Complaint of the Punch houses in this Towne, 
which are very pernicious, soe well in respect to the Peace and quiet of the 
Place, as the health of our Seaman, it is therefore ordered that noe Punch- 
houses bee admitted within the precinct of the Enoeish Compound”. . . , 

“5th Sept. . . , This night we sailed over the Sands called the Erases, 
having never lease than three ffathome water, and a Swelling Sea.” 

“ 7th Sept. This morning wee came faire by the Arracan Shoare, and by the , 
Dutch boyea, and came to an anchor at the mouth of the Biver neare the ile of 
Coxes, and bought as much fish out of a boate for half a Bupee as would serve 
fourscore men. 

“ 8th. This day we passed by the river which goes to Ohittyoom: and Dacca, 
which the Enoeish call the river of Bogues^ by reason the Arraoaners used 
to come out thence to Boh, and sailed up the river Ganobs, on the east side of 
which most part of the great quantity of beeswax is made, which is the Kings 
oomodity, and none suffered to deale therein but for his aocompt. And swarmes 
of Bees flew over our Vessell, alsoe we passed by great number of salt pitta, and 


^ See s. V. Roundel in Amlo-Indian Glo&mry, 1886. 
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places to boile salt, wliiola is alsoe appropreated to the King or Great MoatTLiij and 
none suffered to be made but for his aecompt. 

“ This evening with the tide of flood we gott into that part of the river 
GANGtES that come from Hitgly . At the mouth of the said river there’s 18 or 19 
fathoms water without, and but 8 or 9 within, but it shoHs gradually shelving- 
wise^yett causes a great whirling of the water, soe that often times Ships and 
vessells are turned or winded round by it for a good space of time, but seldom 
receive dammage thereby (as afterwards I saw one further up the river soe 
winded) but wee comeing neare upon a high water gott in without any snoh 
winding, and they happen at the first of the flood and last of the ehb.”^ 

" 10th. This morning wee endeavoured to weigh our anchor again, but all the 
force and art could he used by 30 men at a winlas and Capston could not move itt 
and being out of hope to gett it up wee cutt our cable and left it. The cable 
being new made of ’Malbiye Coir never started a strain .... 

‘'11th. The said Dutch Skipper said he was a Yorkshireman ; he told us that 
his Shipp was shott by the mouth of this river leading to Hitglt into that river 
we call TUMBERIiBEN^ .... 

“ This afternoon Air. Douglas the Ohyrurgeone of the JSagle^ who looked to 
Wm. Callaway, very sick on board the Gtanges, sent to Mr. Darley to come to 
him, believing he was neare his end, whereupon Mr. Darley very willingly 
went, accompanied by Mr. Doknell, Eobt. Littleton, and Nathl. Wet- 
ham:, and George Herron the Master of the Arrivall^ etc.” (In returning 
after Mr. Callaway’s death a boat accident happened, and Messrs. Darlby and 
Whbtham were drowned.) 

“ Mr. Callaway having desired to he decently buried aahoare, and there being 
no hopes of getting the Sloopes up higher then they were, which is neare the 
island Jan Perdo, by reason of the strength of the Hreshes, I therefore sent his 
corpse away in the boats this night to be buried at Tanna, and the boats 
not being able to get higher then Little Tanna, he was buried there next 
day” .... 

“ 13. Wednesday morning about 7 clock, we gott to Babnagur, where the 
Dutch have a place called the Hogg ffactory, and I was informed they Hill 
about 3000 hoggs in a yeare, and salt them for their shipping .... 

“ . . . . lesse then 2 miles short of Hugly we passed by the Dutch Garden, 
and a little further by a large spot of ground which the perench had laid out in 
a ffactory, the gate to which was standing, hut was now in the possession of the 
Dutch. Then wee came by the Dutch ffactory, which is a large well-built 
house standing by it selfe, much like . to a Country Seat in Englanb .... 
That part of the Towne which wee passed by was all built of -thatcht Hovells. 


1 Ho shoal is indicated here as .then existing, but this is the site of the 
famous James and Mary sand, deriving its name from a wreck in 1694 (see 
p. cxxxiii), and there must have been some important change in the hydro- 
graphy of the Delta, if the causes of this danger were not already in operation. 

2 The Eupnarain, or river of Tamluk, which flows into the estuary from the 
westward. The late General W, A. Forbes, of the Bengal Engineers, once 
told me a tradition of a member of the Bengal Pilot service having been 
seized by a French man-of-war, and ordered to take her up the Hiigli. Instead 
of which the patriotic pilot took her up the “river we call Tumberleen” — a 
regular cul-de-sac. 
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About 7 a cloct in tbe eyening we came to tbe Honble: Company's :ffac- 
tory,^ .... 

Septr. IStli .... Tbia eyening wee sett forward to tbe Company's Garden 
about 2 miles out of Towne 

“20 .... At noone we came to Nubdea where there is an ancient College of 
the Bramans ; there we dined 

22 . . . . Passed by the Honble. Company s salt boats, being 17 great Pattel- 
laes. 

5|i si* 

“ 25. Mr. ViiTGENT sent a man to Bolchund the Goyernour of Moxabavad, 
to acquaint Mm of my being come. . . . , ” 

One of the earliest matters taken up by Air. Alaster, after his arrival 
at Kfisimbazar was an inquiry into the circumstances attending the 
death of Hugo the Podar (or cashier). This affair happened in 1673. 
The man had been put in custody by the orders of Air. Vincent, the 
chief of the Factory, with the view of extracting payment of a snm due 
to the Company, and Vincent, on going into the country, gave him in 
charge, with what orders was doubtful, to Anant Ham, the broker of 
the Factory, who, in deposition, admitted having caused the Podar and 
his son ‘‘ to be beaten a few blows with a small stick, as little as the pen 
this is written withall.’’ The same night the Podar died. Vincent 
was charged with having caused his death, and there was naturally 
much excitement among the native community, and trouble with the 
Alahomedan government. The matter was closed, or hushed up, after a 
payment, charged to the Company, of some 13,000 Kupees. The Court’s 
orders, besides the reference in their instructions to Air. Alaster, already 
given, rim as follows : 

Extract from Letter to Fort St. George, 24th December 1675. 

“ As to the death of Buao Podaur it is our desire that a serious and strict 
examination may he taken of that affaire, for where Hood is concerned wee are 
and ought to he very tender, least wee make ourselves pertakers of the guilt, and 
thex^ef ore till wee have a particular accompt thereof wee cannot give our judge- 
ment, nor allow of 13000 rup* expended on that occasion, which we require may 
he made good to our Gash by Mr. Vincent till our farther order, For although 
wee have binn informed that it hath hinn the custome of the Cheifes of that place 
to nse Severity to those that are in onr debt, thereby to oblige them to payment, 
yett it was always done in the presence of the Cheifes who tooke care that it 
might be moderate, and not thereby to give an opportunity of revenge to the 
partyes enemey.” 

The inquiry went on for upwards of a fortnight, with evidence (of 
course) of a contradictory nature, but we find on October 13th that : 


1 Regarding Braces, CooBs Island, Ri'ver of Rogues, and other localities on 
the HAgli named in these extracts, see Note on the old Hugli charts, in a 
later part of this volume. 
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“ The Counceli doe declare tliat according to tlie evidence in tlie said Deposi- 
tions, tkey doe not dud that Mr. Maths, Vincent hath had any hand in the 
death of Buao Podaur, or binn accessary therennto ; hut they find, according to 
the Depositions, that Mr. Vincent was tender of him.” 

The verdict was not q[mte unanimous, and we may have our doubts 
as to its justice, but we are not called on to re judge the case after two 
centuries. 

Other charges brought against Mr. Vincent by Joseph Hall, a mem- 
ber of the Council, and countercharges against Mr. Hall, were also 
considered ; and the decision (and, I fear, prejudice) of the majority 
was with Vincent and against Hall. There were also charges by Mr. 
Plall against Mr. Clavell and Mr. Rcade, and by Mr. Clavell against 
Mr. Hall. The whole state of things illustrates the Court’s constant 
references to the Bengal factions and disputes ; and justifies the Nabob’s 
disparaging character of the Company’s servants there {Hedges, p. 153). 

The following passages in the Diary of Master are worth noting. 
Ui^er October 14th we have the origin of the Malda or Angrezabad 
factory, (often called Englishavad” or the like) owing to which Malda 
became, and has continued to be to this day, the headquarters of an 
English district) : 

‘'Oct. 14. Mr. Master, being informed by some of the Councell well ex- 
perienced in these parts that Mattuda (a Towne a dayes journey from Baja- 
MAULL on the other sMe CtANGES, where the Dutch have lately built a ffactory) 
is a place where great quantityes and Varietyes of Course goods proper for 
Europe are made and procured, as Gossaes, Summums, MulmuUs, AlatcJies, 
Bushes, and many other sorts very cheape. 

“And having a direction in his Commission and Instructions .... Did 
thereupon propose to the Counoell, that there might be a Sume of 4 or 500 : 
rupees layd out in Samples of 5 : or 6 : peices of each sort of goods procurable at 
Maulda, to be sent home by this yeares ships ; 

“ To which the Counceli agreed,” (and further steps were taken). 

October 28th. Extract from a letter addressed at this time by Mr, 
Master to the Court : 

“The Nabob (Shasta Chaun) was in hourly expectation of the Kings 
answer to Ms letter about our Fhyrmaund, what he should doe to the Enolish 
who had traded soe long without paying custome, and had noe JPhyrmaund, 
which, should it be referred to him to inquire into and doe as hee thinkea fitt, as 
for the most part (I am told) all things are, he being the King’s Dnckie, I dread 
to think of the evill may fall on your Honours affaires thereby, for this 
Person hath binn Nabob or Governour of Benuala 15 : years, and hath got so 
great a treasure together, as the like is seldome heard of now a days in the 
world, being computed by knowing Persons at 38 : Currore of rup* : each 
Currore is a million Sterling, and his income is dayly 2 xLack or 200,000 Bup^ 
which is above 20,000i Sterling, of which his expense is above the one halfe ; 
and yett he is every day more coveteous then other, soe that to relate to you the 
many wayes that are continually invented by his Duan (one of the Craftiest men 
in the Kingdorae) and his Governours to bring money in to Ms Coffers would be 


f 
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as endless as admirable, both for their witt and Cruelty (to instance in one per- 
ticnlar, Bol'ochtjnd his Governonr here, makes a year of 7 : 8 : or 9 : moneths 
as the People are able by their Cropps of come to pay or beare taxes).’* 

NTovember 1st, 

“ The Councell haveing taken into Consideration and debate which of the two 
places, HughIjY or Ballasoee, might be most proper and convenient for the 
residence of the Cheife and Councell in the Bat, Did resolve and conclude that 
Hugly was the most fitting place notwithstanding the Europe Ships doe 
Unloade and take in their ladeiug in Ballasore roade, Hugly being the Key 
or Scale of Bengal a, where all goods pass, in and out to and from all parts, and 
being near the center of the Companys business is more commodious for receive- 
ing of advices from and isaneing of ordex’s to, all subordinate ffactoryes. 

‘‘Wherefore it is thought Convenient that the Cheife and Councell of the Bat 
doe reside at Hugly, and xxpon the dispatch of the Europe ships the Cheife 
and the Councell or some of them (as shall be thought Convenient) doe yearly 
goe downe to Balasore soe well to expedite the dispatch of the ships as to 
make inspection into the affaires of Ballasore ffaotory. And the Councill did 
likewise Conclude that it was requisite a like inspection should he yearly made 
into the affaires in the ffactory at Cassahbazar, the Hon^‘® Companys princi- 
pal! concernes of sales and investments in the Bay lyeing in those two places, 
and the expenoe of snch visitation will be very small, by reason of Conveniency 
of travelling in these Countreys by land or water.” 

November 8tli, Master left Kdsimbazdr for Ilugli. He writes : 

“ Whilst T was at Cassastbazab which was about six weekos time, the water 
did fall in the river about 5 fathoms right up and done (sic). All the Country, 
or great part thereof, about Cassambazar is planted or sett with Mullberry 
trees, the leaves of which are gathered young to feed the Worms with, and make 
the silk fine, and therefore the trees are planted every yeare. The soile of 
Bengala is very fertile being a kind of a loose fat earth and in some places a 
fatt sand. There is not one motmtaine or Hill to he seen about Hugly or 
Casbahbazar, the Countrey being all plaine and levell, and tho’ anything will 
grow by reason of the fertileness of the soile, yett firewood is scarce, and timber 
bad and very deare. The Towne of Cassambazar is about two miles long, and in 
some places the sti'eefcs where the markets are kept are soe narrow that a Ballan- 
queen can but just pass in them.” 

November 23rd (at Hdglf). 

“ Mr. Heryy representing to the Councell that the Companys House in 
Dacca is very streight, and not capable to receive and secure the'Honble. Com- 
pany’s goods by reason of several thatcht hovells within and round about the 
compound) which are very dangerous in respect of fire, which often happens in 
Dacca. The Councell did therefore order that brick buildings be forthwith 
erected to secure the Companys goods, not exceeding one thonsand rupees for 
this yeare, and that due accompts he kept of the Perticulars thereof.” 

November 25th, 

“There being a spott of ground, part of the Compound of the Companyes 
ffaotory which lyes conveniently near e the river side, it was thought fitt to repaire 
and enclose it, and to sett up Bungdles or Houells for a habitation for all such 
English in the Companyes Service as belong their Sloope and vessells (byname 
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of tlae Bundar) as tliere is at Sttbeatt, and ‘those that now live onfc in houses of 
their owne by degrees to be brought in within that Compound, and all others 
that shall come hereafter to live within the same, and to be allowed to build such 
accommodation as they shall desire if they be marryed, and all persons soe 
Hveing to be under the inspection of the Purser-marine, and to live under such 
orders as they shall receive from time to time from the Cheife and Oouncell.’’ 

A further resolution for rebuilding part of the factory, and much 
extending it, follows. All this eventually, when the Court turned 
against Master, was cast m his teeth as extravagance. 

. 29th November. Mr. Master left HdgH to go down the river. He 
notes under this date that ‘‘from HitgTjY boates may,, and sometimes 
doe goe to Agra’’. 

30th. “ About nine a Clock this moreneing {sic) wee past by Chanock,! and 
about noone overtook the Eight JBoraea- that two days since we sent from 
Hugly laden with salt pefcre, and about two a Clock wee came to anchor at 
Tanna. 

“ Tanfay is distant from Hugly about 40 miles by water, and twenty miles 
by land. There stands an old fort of mud walls which was built to prevent the 
incursions of the Abbacanees, for it seems about ten or twelve yeares since 
they were soe hold that none durst inhabit Lower downe the river then this 
place. The Abacafnebs usually takeing the People of the shoare to sell them 
at Pipley.3 

‘‘ Deer. 1st. This morning tide we gett out of Hugly river into the great 
river, and found tbe soundings to be* from three to thirteen fathome gradually 
Deepening”. . . . 

2d. We sailed by KedGebbe and the Island of Ifgbblby, leaving the ile 
of CocKES and the AbbAcaf shoare on our Larboard side to the East. At 
Ifgeblby is a Fort that was built by one Oapt. Dubsof, who came out in 
Squire Curteins service, and lost his ship in Ballasobe river, then served the 
Moores.*’^ . . , 

3d. Sunday : Wee lay upon the Sands called the Braces all this day, have- 
ing small winds and very smooth sea:” 

^‘4th. Arrived at Balasore.” 

^ ^ ^ * 

11th. Mr. Clavbll’s three Persian horses were sent hence toward Dacca, 
one valued at 900 : one at 1200 : and the other at 1400 Bupees.” 

JJS * Hi * 


1 Near the site of modern Barrackphr (see p. xeix). 

2 Beng. hhador (pron. hJiot'a, a cargo-boat). ^ Printed Tiple, i, p. 32 

^ Sir William Ourtein, or Courtens, gave his name to a private adventure 
which was got up under Charles I, with a licence from the king (^obtained 
apparently through Endymion Porter, who was an associate) in 1636-6, in 
opposition to the'Cempany, and continued for some fifteen years. In 1649, 
the adventurers took the name of the Asscida Mcrclidnis, from a settlement 
they had attempted on an island off Madagascar, Eventually they came to an 
agreement with the Company, in the formation of what was called the United 
Stock (21 Nov. 1649). Capt. Durston (perhaps the Dudson of the Journal), 
was one of their commanders (see Bruce, i, 444). 
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“ Deer. 20thL, 16'76. Bengal A is at Present in a very 'bad condition by 
means of the great exactions on tbe People. Tlie Nabob being ancient, and 
extreamly coveteoxxs, and bis officers long experienced in the bnsiness of these 
Conntreys, there are noe Wayes of extox’tion omitted whereby to gratifie their 
master’s hnmour, and HuaLT being in his Jaggeeriov his own pay, and that 
and Ballasobe both tinder one mans Government makes Merchants business 
very troublesome. . . . 

‘‘ The houses in Bengala are all made of mudd, dug out of the ground, by 
which almost eveiy house hath a holefull of water standing by it, which may be 
one reason why the Countrey is unwholesome.”^ 

December 21st. Master sailed from Balasore. 

“Deer. 23d. We sailed in sight of the Blaok Pagoea and the White 
Pagoda. The latter is that place called Jhggebnat, to which the Hindues 
from all parts of India come on pilgrimages.” 

% * ^ * * * * 

31st. Master went on shore at Metchlepatam. 

“ Senior^ Pbteb Smith Cheife for the Dutch of this place lyes very dangerous 
sick, Sem. Habtsinok their Cheife of Golcondah Mr. Smith’s half brother is 
come downe to see him being to succeed him in this place.” 

Under January 1st there is a letter inserted from Etohabd Mohitn. 
calling for an investigation of the charges brought against him by Mr. 
MainwarinCt, and of his charges against Mr. MAiNWATUNa. 

The Council, in reply, say it is impossible to take up these questions 
just now, when all their attention is demanded Jn preparing the ship- 
ments. • . 

January 11th. Master sails from Metchlepatam. 

January 17th, arrives at Madras. 

Appended to his Diary of this Visitation are Papers on the Trade, etc., 
of litFGLY and of Ballasore, hy Mr. Clayell ; of Pattana (Patna), 
by Mr. John Marshall j of Malda, by Mr. R. Edwards ; and of 
Metchlepatam, by Mr. Christopher Hatton. I give a few passages : 

From “ Mr. W. Clayeli/s Accompt of the Trade of Hugly,” 

“ Since the year 1663 or thereabouts, that Nabob Shasti Chatin the present 
King’s Uncle became Snba or Viceroy of Bengale, and obtained Htjgly as 
part of his Jaggere (or Lands assigned him for his Person) his servants being 
made soe far Govemours as to receive all the rents, profitta, Perquisites, fines, 
Cnstomes &ca. of the place, the Kings Goveruour hath little more then the 
name, and for the most part sits Still whilst the Nabobs officers oppress the 
People and monopolize most Gommodityes even as low as grass for Beasts, canes, 


^ It is still one of the reasons. 

2 I have elsewhere noticed how this style Signor is curiously applied to 
gentlemen of all foreign nationalities except French. It is even applied in the 
Indian Records to a Chinaman, Signor Anqua.” 
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jSre wood, tliateli, &ca., nor doe they want wayes to oppress the people of all sorts 
who trade, whether natives or Strangers, since whatever they doe, when com- 
plained of to Dacca, is palliated under the name and Colour of the iJ^aboh’s 
Interest. And that the Nabobs olhcers may without controule drive the trade 
of the place, there is sent from Dacca, or detained out of the rents twenty or 
fourty Thousand Bupees yearly, to be imployed in Merchandize which is distri- 
buted amongst the Hindue merchants of the Towne, to each in proportion, for 
which they agree to give twenty-five p. 100 p. annum, but are called upon at 6 ; 
or 8; moneths end to make up there accompts, and pay the principal! 
with advance of a yeare, by which meanes it sometimes happens that the mer- 
chants pay 50 p. 100 to the Nabob and Grovernours p. annum, draining them- 
selves by this unhappy trade with him and his ministers of the whole advantages 
they make of their other Traffick. 

“ And yett as if this were not enough to impoverish them, the Governour 
whenever he hath any goods on his hands calls for them, and distributes 
amongst them what quantity he pleaseth, at 10 : to 15 : p. 100 higher then the 
markets for time, and they pay ready money. 

Nor doth this exempt them from ‘piscasMng the Nabobs Grewrij,’^ or Gover- 
nour with small presents, at all -feasts, his or his Sonns birth dayes, Circumci- 
sions, Marriadges, or his goeing to or coming from Dacca, makeing up accompts 
and Compounding for his Bogueries, nay it hath in my time happened that when 
the Nabob and his officers at Dacca have squeezed him much, and yett he his 
{sic) soe Ducky as to returne to his former imployment, there hath binn a tax 
laid upon the whole Government under hand, for the raising of the summe ex- 
pended, which some one or two fearefull person have been brought to comply 
with, and afterwards none of the rest have dared to withstand.” 

“ About Huc-IjY there live many weavers wbo weave cotton cloth, and cotton 
and Tesser or Herha of severall sorts, and from the parts thereabouts there is 
brought silk, sugar, Opium, rice, Wheat, Oyle, Butter, course hempe, gunnyes, 
and many other commodityes. The way of procureing these is to agree upon 
musters with the merchants of HiraLY, or to send Bannians who can give 
Security, to buy them on our accounts in the places where they are made or pro- 
curable at cheapest hands, and whether wee use, one way or other we give 
passes in the English name, for the bringing those goods free of custome, and 
all those places have soe great a convenience that most of the goods are brought 
by water, unless from the places near unto Hhgly which lye thwart the 
Countrey. 

“The Goods we sell in Htjgly by merchants there are upon time, or ready 
money, but which way soever it is that wee sell them, wee give passes and send 
them out in our names to avoide the merchants paying custome, which otherwise 
they would not doe, and wee are forced to abate in the price proportionate. . . . 

“ Our Shipps, if wee had more Pilotts whom wee could oblige to stay, after 


JS^roi'i or Karori. ‘ ‘ The lands which paid rents into the imperial ex- 
chequer^ were separated from the Jdgir lands ; and zealous and upright men 
were put in charge of the revenues, each over one Kr6roi ddmsJ* Ahi-i-AJchavi, 
by MocJmann, 1. 13. A crore of ddims— 250,000 rupees. The besides 

being a collector of revenue, was also at various times invested with the 
general superintendence of the lands and with charge of the police. See 
Wilson'' s Glossary, s. v. 
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they had obtained some experience, either by ingageing them in familyes, or by 
giveing them good wages, might with much more care goe over the braces, and 
come up Hugly river, then they can goe out of the Downes into the Biver of 
London. . . . 

“ They (the Dutch) carry home rice, oyle, Butter, hemp, cordage, saile cloth, 
raw silk, silk wrought, salt petre, opium, Turmihck, Neelaes^ G-inghama, Tapits, 
JBrawles or Slave cloutes, achee Beagues (?), sugar, Long pepper, and Bees wax, 
as mlieh as they can gett. . . f 

The Portugueez, though numerous in Hdglt, yett are reduced to a very low 
and meane Condition, their trade not worth mentioning, their suhsistance being 
to be entertained in the Mogulls pay as Souldiers. ...” 

From o/Ballasore.” 

Badlasore begunn to be a noted place when the Porttjgtjbz were 
beaten out of Angelin^ by the Moores, about the yeare 1636 ; at which time 
the trade began to decay at Piblet, and to have a diminution in other places of 
these parts ; and the Barr opening and the Biver appearing better than was 
imagined. The English and the Danes endeavoured to settle ffactoryes here, 
to he out of the troubles the Porteguez gave to other nations and had them- 
selves, the rather because the Cloth of Harrapore,^ where our first fiactorye 
was settled was without much difficultys to be brought hither by land, and the 
Biver where our Yessells usually had laiue at being stopt up, it was noe easy 
matter to bring the Cloth by Sea, nor soe safe to have vessells ride before that 
place, as here in’^the Boade of Ballasorb. 

And the Baja of Tielbigh rembung, his Countrey lyeng neare this place 
where the greatest quantitye of Tesser or Herha is procurable, a Settlement was 
thought the more convenient because Ginghams, Herba Tafietyes, Herba Lun- 
gee, and other sorts of Herba goods might be made neare and brought hither, 
and noe where so good Herba goods procurable, The waters of Cashabrt^ 
giveing the most lasting dye to them, and within two dayes journey of this • 
place.” 

From “ Mr. Marshall’s Accompt of the Trade of Fattana.’’ 

“ Pattana lyes in the latitude of 25 ; degrees and ( ) minutes inter G-angem 
and in Pleasant Place. The Honble. Company have no ffactory here but what 
(they) hire, nor doth the Cheife usually reside there, by reason the Nabob’s 
Pallace is in the Citty, and his servants and officers are constantly craveing one 
thing or another, wMch if not given, though they have not what they desire yett 


1 Angelin, Ingerley, Hidgelee, Illjili. 

2 ^‘Harrapore” must be the same as the “ Harharrapoore” of W. Bruton, 
where the first English factory in the Bay was founded in May 1632 (see 
Bruton’s narrative in the enlarged Hakluyt of 1812, vol. v, p. 55). This name 
{Hariha/rpi'tr) still attaches to a pergunnah in the Mahdnadi Delta, S.E. of 
Cuttack. But I am not able to identify the great ^*towne, in bounds sixe or 
seuen miles in compasse”, which Bruton describes. The port at which 
Bruton’s party landed is called by him Harssapoors” and “ Hassarpoore”. It 
must have been the Hurrickpoor Gw of the Indian Atlas. 

® Probably Kdsisiri, in Midnapfir District (see Anglo-Indian Glossary, s.v. 
Adati), 
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tlney are not satisfied tRerewitla, but (cause) great trouble, and if given what, they 
desire wiD. be very chargeable, which in couvenxeucy is .prevented by liveing at 
SiNGEE, which lyes north of Pattana about ten or twelve miles, Extra, 
Gangemt and is Scittuated in a pleasant, but not whole(some) place, by reason 
of its being most Salt peter ground, but is convenient by reason thereof, for Salt 
peter men live not far from it 

From “Mr. Christopher Hatton’s of the Trade of 

Metohlepatam.” 

Arriving ' first in the year 1657, at which time I found this place in a very 
flourishing condition, 20 : sayle of ships of good burden belonging to the native 
inhabitants here, constantly imployed in voyages to Arracan, Peot, Tenas- 
SERY, JUNCOELOAN, Mallacca, Johore, Atcheen, Moca, PERSIA, and the 
Malbiya I slands 


A letter written about this time (Jau, 10, 1677-8) by a cousin of 
Master’s, Mrs. Oxenden of Deane, to her brother-in-law Christopher 
Oxenden, a servant of .the Company in Bengal (and who died at Kasim- 
bdzar before the letter was written, vSeptember 29th, 1677), speaks of 
Streynsliam Master : 

“Before this can come to your hands, I suppose you will he made a Factor, 
from which I wish you may in due time be advanced to those places of profit 
and honour you can desire your self or your ffriends for you. India hath been a 
fortunate place to our Belations, I hope the like good success will always attend 
you. My Brother Harry likes living at Stjbat so well, that he cannot yet resolve 
when he shall return to Bnulanb. I believe 'tis a great satisfaction to you 
sometimes to see, and be with my Oosen, Strbynsham Master, the’ you may 
not constantly reside together. He is so wise and experienced a Person, that his 
advice cannot but be very beneficiall and instructive to you 


^ I was not (p. xlvix supra) able to identify Bhgee or Binge, looking for it 
on the Patna side of tbe Ganges. But tbis shows that it was the still existing 
SiNGHiYA, near Lalganj on the left bank of the Gandak River, about fifteen 
miles north of Patna, 

The Btat Acet. of Bengal (xiii, 73) says : — “This (Singhiya) was originally 
a settlement of the Dutch E. I. Company for manufacturing saltpetre, and 
was one of the first factories occupied by Europeans in Tirhut. A copy of a 
deed of sale, dated the 29th October 1791, still exists, from which it seems 
that this factory .... was sold by auction .... by the representative of 

the Dutch E. I. Co In the old records (presumably of the District) 

it is constantly referred to.” ... . 

We learn, however, from what has occurred in these pages, that Singhiya 
was occupied by Europeans nearly 120 years befox'e 1791, and that the 
oi'iginal occupants were the English. Probably it passed to the Dutch when 
the out-factories were withdrawn, aboixt 1690. 
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In a Postscript, 

Good Brother, hy Capt. Bass I send you a small box in which is a creyat and 
cufs and rihen, of the newest mode, with a border of lace for your night cap, 
which I desire your acceptance of as a mark of my gratitude for your favours ; 
I wish you would let me know what sort of things you want in India, that X 
might supply you ; if these I now send may he usefull, ’twill much please me.”^ 

Sir William Langhorne went home in the end of 1677, and Master 
duly succeeded him as Agent and Governor. Besides what has been 
published by Mr. Talboys Wheeler in his Madras in the Olden Time 
(Madras, 1861, vol. i), some extracts from the Madras Kecords, giving 
matter ■which is not to be found at the India Office, were published (but 
not well edited) at Madras, in 1871-73, under the title of Notes and 
Extracts^ from which we may glean a little. Master, in the early days 
of his government, founded the first English Church in India, viz., the 
Church of St. Mary in the Fort atAIadras : 

'' Easter Munday,” (1st April 1678). 

** The foundations of the English Church (to*be built with the voluntary con- 
tributions of the English in these parts) was begun to he laid, and in respect 
that it was lined out, and the ground first broken up, upon Lady Day last, ’tis 
intended to he called St. Mary’s, and will be 80 foot long, 56 foot broad within 
the walls, and built with 3 iles arched with brick and Stone.”^ 

A paper in Streynsham Master’s handwriting (among the Master 
Papers) is headed — 

“ Tor the Building of a OJiurch in ye Towne of M ADR asp at am, September 26, 

1677. 

“ Wee under written doe ohlidge our selves to pay vpon demand into the hands 
of Mr. John Bbidgeb and Mr. Eichard Portman Minister our Beverall 


subscriptions : 

Streynsham Master - - - Bags. 100 

Joseph Htnmers - - - ,,80 

Edward Herrys - - , . „ 80 

John Bribger - - - ■- 60 

William Jeabsey - - . ,,60 


and a ‘ Saints’ Bell’.^’" ..... J 

and so on ; the whole number of subscribers being thirty-eight, and the 
amount 805 pagodas, or about £400 at the exchange of those days. 

Mr, Master, on 16th March 1678-9, started on a land journey to 
Masulipatam, via Pulicat, Armagon, and Pettepolee.^ It is not expressly 
stated how the party travelled, buf apparently on horseback. The 


^ Master Papers, The refinement of this lady’s letter, which is long, is 
refreshingly in contrast with many of our past extracts from the records. 

^ NoteSf etc., No. I, p. 72. 

^ Otherwise Nizfimpatam, near mouth of the Kistna River. 
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return -was made by Madapollam and Nursapore, Pollicull (Pdlakollu, 
a Dutch factory’) and Ellore,^ with a diversion to see the diamond mines 
at G-ullapallee.3 Thence they proceeded to Bezwada by “ Mellwillee 
and Kaizpent”: 

“ Large towns where all the people are well favoured, well clothed, and looked 
as though they were fed well to undergoe their hot and greate laboures in the 
mines . . . , the country pleasant, like England about London.”'^ 

At Alloor they rejoined their route in coming, and followed it to 
Madras (25th April). 

16th July 1679. On renewing the debate as to the manner of carry- 
ing out the Company’s orders for the settlement of the factories in the 
Bay, it was resolved that the agent should visit and settle the alfairs of 
those factories, embarking on one of the ships then going to the Bay, 
with Mr. Mohun of the Council, one of the chaplains, the Secretary, and 
some of the young men ; Mr. J oseph Hynmers remaining at the fort 
with the style of Deputy- Govern or. 

Mr. Master having so lately made this tour, one conceives that he 
found it agreeable, as he repeated it so soon, but with a retinue so much 
expanded ; a matter that did not please the Court, as we shall see. 

On the 1st August, accordingly, the i^arty embarked on the Golden 
Fleece ; it consisted, besides Mr. Master and Mr. Moliun, of Mr. Nicks 
the Secretary, and Mr. Ei chard Elliott, Chaplain, with two writers, an 
ensign, and thirteen soldiers, besides peons and palankin-boys. After a 
halt at Masulipatam of five days they sailed for Balasore, where they 
arrived on the 17th August and stopped till 10th September, reaching 
Hugh on the 16th. In November K^isimb^zar was visited. Hiiglf was 
not quitted again for the coast till the 16th December. But there is 
nothing of sufficient interest to transcribe here. On* 26th January 


^ “About 5 miles north of Nursapore ... on the canal from Vijeshwaram 
to Niu'sapore .... The Dutch settled here before the middle of the seven- 
teenth century. In the quiet graveyard, shaded by orange-trees, there are 
several tombs still in good preservation.” — Mr. Henry Morris, Hist, and Fesc, 
Acet. of the Godavery District, lS78/p. 196. 

2 “ One Qf the greatest Towns in this Country, where are made the best 
carpetts after the manner of those in Persia by a race of Persians which ttey 
told us came over about 100 years agoe.” — Notes, etc., No. II, p. 34. The 
Eilore carpets still retain their reputation. 

3 The GollajyiUy of our Maps, 24 miles N.E. of Bezwdda. Mellwillee is 
Malmily or Muldi, a* few miles south of Gollapilly. “ Alloor” (not to be 
confounded with Eilore) I do not find in the Indian Atlas, but it is in a 
Dutch Map in VaUntyn, vol. v, and must be in Gantfir district, 

^ Notes, etc., No. II, p. 35. 

Ih., No. TI, p. 16. 
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1679'-80, the agent again entered Fort St. George “ and so ended tliis 
troublesome voyage.” i 

In the following April we find a memorandum in Ms handwriting : 

“1680, April 11.— Easter day, to Beturne all due acknowledgment and grati- 
tude and thankfulness for preserving me from perils, dangers and evill accidents 
in my Travella by land and by sea, giving me health and strength to performo 
my Imployment and giving me grace in the sight of others to help and assist 
me therein.*’ 

Eor a time in the early part of Master’s government the Coast was 
thrown into alarm by the approach of the Governor’s old acquaintance 
Sivaji, who had invaded the Carnatic. Master also in 1 680 attempted 
to initiate or renew a trade with Burma, drafting “ Articles of Com- 
merce to be proposed to the King of Bauma and Pegu, in behalfe of the 
English Nation, for the settling of a Trade in those Countries,” but 
little or nothing seems then to have come of it. it is plain also from 
his own detailed record (in the Master Pa pars) that he did much for 
the regulation and improvement of all branches of the administration, 
which had fallen under Sir W. Langliorne into great laxity. 

Master himself, in the largely detailed chronological memorandum 
of his services, just referred to, says — 

“ Through much patience and hazard I endured to stay for the Agency and to 
out S* "William: Langhorne thereof, who very hardly brooked leaving the 
Imployment, and, had he stayed, the Oompanys affaires under the Agency had 
never been brought into order and method, but would have been euer in confnsion 
as they have been all his time, and it hath cost me much caro and watchfulness 
to keep them in some degree of order since my returne from the Bay and 
Metchlepatam untill his Imharquing for Englais^d ; and Edward Hebris his 
goeing home with S*” William Langhorne is to be attributed to me, for I found 
he ever Imbroiled the Oompanys affaires, ”2 

Master, in writing to his elder brother James, January 28th, 1680-81, 
shows some presentiment of the treatment he was likely to receive from 
the Court, whilst his words also show that he had amassed wealth : 

“ I doe very much wonder at your letter of 8fch January 1679, which you have 
not, set your hand to, for privacy sake I suppose, in regard it was not long since 
you writt me you should be able to rub through this world with a little help, or 
to that purpose, as I remember, wherefore haveing given you some help, I hoped 
it had not been soe bad with you as you now make knowne, which had you done 
sooner you should this last year have had some better assistance. But you mUvSt 
know that I have (as much as I could) avoyded sending any great matters home 
untill I am in euery respect prepared for my own Beturne j because I have 
observ’d our Company are very ungratefull and cruell to a man that bath got an 
Estate in their Service, altho’ he have done them a hundred times more service, 
and ’tis almost impossible to conceale ones Estate from them ... 


^ p. 75. 


” Master Papers, No. 10. 
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When Master was receiving his commission from Sir Nathaniel Herne, 
then Governor of the Company, at Christmas 1675, just "before his 
departure, with a prevision arising, “no doubt, from exx3erience of the 
ways of the Court, he had, as his Diary states : 

“Requested this favour, That if during my Imployment there should come 
any Informations against me, the Houble : Court would be pleased to suspend 
their J udgement, and not Censure me untill they should allsoe receive my defence 
or answer thereunto, 

“To which the G-overnour was pleased to reply that the Court in such cases 
did use to send such Informations back to Inbia to the partyes concerned, there 
to be examined.*' 

But I am by no means satisfied that any such investigation was 
entered on in regard to hlr. Master’s conduct in his government, though 
it was condemned by the Court, for reasons which, as conveyed in their 
correspondence, suggest no grounds that justify the severity of their 
censure. He was recalled in their letter dated 5th January 1680-81; 
the appointment of his successor, Mr. W. Gyfford, having been made 
in a Commission dated 29tii December 1680. 

One of the family letters in the Kev. G. S. Master's collection, 
addressed to Governor Master, January 12th, 1677-8, by Sir James 
Oxenden of Dean, shows that from an early date there had been a 
strong party, and much intrigue, against the form’er, in the East India 
House; even the King himself having been gained over to make an 
attempt at persuading the Court to break faith with Streynsham Master, 
and to extend the Government of Sir W. Langhorne for two years. The 
letter is very long ; I give one or two extracts. 

“ I find the Comlttee in generall well pleas’d with the Regulations you have 
made in their affaires, and particularly with the large memoriall you sent them, 
which is accounted very laborious and judicious . It hath been left to Mr. Papil - 
LON to abreviate it, and report what hee thinks most important in the Com- 
pany’s Interest. The poore massacred Mr. Arnold White^ sent also a 
Memoriall of the same nature hut not half so long and well esteemed. 

“I have so well represented the Impertinent Nonsensicall and Malicious 
charge of Mr. Joseph Arnold against you That his greatest ffriends are 
asham’d of itt, and most of the Comittee look upon it as very idle and the effect 
of an overheated braine, and therefore by their generall Letters this yeare have 
sent him a severe reprimand and check for his Drinking and debauchery .... 
Discoursing with Mr. Papillon about the differences which might arise con- 
cerning the Ministers by reason of the contrariety of their Principles, and that 
it was best to send All of one stamp, Hee did not seeme to resent in the least 


^ In April 1677, Mr. White, Agent at Bantam, with his second and the prin- 
cipal servants of the agency, having gone up the river of Bantam in three 
boats, were attacked by a number of Javanese, who sprang upon each boat as it 
advanced, and stabbed the Englishmen with their lances. (See Bruces ii, 404.) 
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wRat had happened between you and them, but only said you wei'e a little too 
rigid a Ohurch of England man, and had not latitude enough .... 

** I perceive our Friend Mr. Gebabd Aungieb doth not now att last please 
the Oomittee and others. They all say hee is making vp his Bundell and sends 
home bad Commoditys to the Company, and good of the same kinde to some 
others of his particular ffriends .... But he hath done himself a particular 
discredit by a piece of Indiscretion in writing to S' Matthew Andrewes, Mr. 
GrOOBiEB, Mr. Cbadock and Others, wherein he tells every one of them par- 
ticularly that Hee is most worthy to hee his Successor, and wishes it were so, 
and to the Company hee says Mr, Eolt is beat worthy to succeed him .... 
they have all mett together and shown their letters to one another and some of 
the Company, and despise him as the greatest Dissembler in nature,’’ 

In a letter to Master, dated 5th January 1680-81, the Court write as 
follows : 

Mr. Strbynbham: Master, Finding by your Indentures bearing date the 
16th of December 1675, That your five yeares Service for Vs wUbe expired by 
the 7th July next. Wee have, after serious debate found it expedient for our 
service, and resolved by the Ballott, that upon the arivall of this years Shipping 
at the Fort you he dismissed our employment, and sent for home by this 
Shipping ; Notwithstanding which, if it fall ont soe, that by reason of your 
owne biisines, you cannot without damage to your Selfe, come home by this 
yeares Shipping, In such case, Wee are content that you doe stay within our 
Town of Madbaspatam, and under our Government there at your own charge, 
or otherwise as wee have directed by our Commission, one yeare longer to 
dispatch your owne affaires j And if it should soe happen that our Ships should 
arrive at our Fort some time before the said 7th of J uly next .... before your 
foresaid time by Indenture is fully out ; wee shall however pay you your full 
Sallary, and gratuity as if you had served Vs your full time of 5 yeares.” 

After their manner in those days, the Court write with great severity 
of their retiring agent. Some examples of this fashion of theirs I have 
quoted already at p. xx. The scornful and haughty tone of the Fort 
letters to the Court under Master’s government, as well as under that of 
his predecessor Langhorne, is frequently rebuked in strong langiiage. 
Of Master’s letters in this kind I have found no examples, the Madras 
correspondence in the I. 0. at this time being exceedingly defective. 
But his visitation of the Bay factories also draws forth pungent expres- 
sions of their dissatisfaction. Thus (5th January 1681) : 

We have read over all your Consultation Book, and considered well of our 
Loss and Gaiue by Agent Masters’s Progress (as we may call it) being attended 
with such a Frincely traine and charge .... And to be plaiue with you, not in 
that Ironicall sense you used that word as before mentioned, but in truth and 
reality, Wee doe thinke our loss and expence thereby doth much overballance 
any advantage we have, or may hereafter reep by it . . . . ” 

They proceed to speak more particularly of the great expense, against 
which (they allege) were to be set only vague proposals of retrenchment 
at the factories ; of the orders given for the erection of brick build- 
ings at various places visited ; and of other acts which they named. In 
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regard to the culpable sixpercession of Mr. Oharnock (as they considered 
it) quotation has already been made (p. xlviii). Delay in despatch of 
the season’s shipping was also cast in Master’s teeth. After grudging 
ajjproval of some things that he had done, they go on : 

There you see Wee are willing to owne what was wel done by that Agent ; 
but his disobeying us in selling of the Chiefahip at Cassahbuzab was very dis- 
satisfactory, and also his reasons alledged for it are altogether indiscreet and 
impertinent^’^ vizt : for our better service and the speedier despatch of our Ships ; 
whereas on the Conteary, our service at the Bay and Gassambuzab was never 
worse performed, never were Wee more disappointed in the quantity of Bawsilk 
and Tajffaties Wee expected and wrott for, never had Wee worse sorted goods 
from the Bay, never were all our proxies and Bills of Ladeing left behind before, 
our Ships never dispatched with greater danger of looseingthe Monzoons.” 

Also: 

“ Wee shal encrease noe Sallaries, nor make any further allowance to Our 
Servants then Wee have done. The late Agent Mastebs haveing so burthened 
ns with motions of that Einde, that he hath turned ojir Stomachs against them. 
To be free with you, it looks like a designs of an espousing, endeavouring, and 
setting up a separate interest against your Employers at home ; which is as vaine 
in the attempt as it would prove monstrous and detestable in the event.’* 

And with an assumed apprehension of Master’s imitating Sir Edward 
Winter in the forcible retention of his position^ they go on : 

Altho’ we doubt not but our late Agent Mastbb did give due obedience to 
the King’s orders and ours for resigning our flcort and Government of fpobt St. 
Gbobob and towne of Mabbass Patam to our last appointed Agent William 
Gybbobd Esq, and the other persons we ordered last year to be of Council there, 
yet to prevent the worst that Mad men may do, We have ordered our Ships to 
deliver no letters on Shore, till they are Satisfied that our affairs there are under 
that Management and regulation which Wee appointed by our last years letters.’' 

At a later period of the samjp year they wrote again (18 Nor. 1C 81) : 

“ By the (SampsoJi .... we received our late Agent Mastbb and Councell’s 
letters of the 13th September and 20th December, in which he foUoweth his old 
straine of errours, pride, and offence, which we shall not farther endeavour to 
confute or convince him of, but leave him now at his greater leasure, freed from 
the Temptation and incumbrance of that greatness and immensitie of gaine 
which our Bounty had confer’d upon him, to recollect himself, and consider 
whether he did well or wisely for himself, or honestly by ua . . . . 

“We do likewise enjoyn you (all excuses set apart) to send home by this year’s 
Shipping Mr. Stbeynsham Mastbb, Mr. Johk Cholmley, and Mr. William 
Jbabbey except he do forthwith deer his aceompt with us, and pay the ballance 
into our Cash there.” 

And again, 20th September 1682, with unabated bitterness : 

“ We observe the excess of Mr. Mastebs injustice to the natives and shall do 


1 These words in the office copy have a line of erasure drawn through them. 
Impertinent is in the old sense, a shade stronger than irrelevant. 



CCxlviii BIOGKAPIIIOAL AND OTHER ILLUSTRATION'S : 


them full right when that matter is ripe for our determination, which yet we 
have not had time to enter upon ; and he will find him Selfe extreamly deceiv’d 
in his notion that Indians are not good witnesses in Oar Law, their Testimony 
haveing been admitted in former hearings before My Lord Chancellor.” 

They continue (27th October 1682) : 

“ We do hereby order you. to seiz upon and attach by due process out of your 
Courts, all such goods and effects as you shall meet with in the Country belong- 
ing unto Mr. Stbeynsham Masters Our late Agent, towards the reparation of 
the damage the Natives have sustained by his unjust dealings with them.” 

And once more, in a letter addressed to ‘‘ Our Chief Merchants^ at 
Madrasspatam,” 3rd November 1682 : 

Though we must tell yon, as We have often Our Agent and Councell, that all 
our goods provided by you and Yebona your Partener and Belation deceased, 
did come 15 or 20 per cent, in many sorts worse then Our Musters, for 3 or 4 
years before the arrivall of our present Agent Mr. Gyeeord, by which you 
gain’d Unjustly and We were exceeding great Loosers. 

• ‘^Yet we disown and abhor those oppressive and violent proceedings used 
against you by our late Agent Streynsham Master, from whom We are 
endeavouring to recover Satisfaction for you, but that will be a worke of some 
time, in regard his estate is concealed .... 

“Yet that you may never suffer such a kind hereafter We have made a Law 
for Our Towne of MadkAsse, that will be a Security to you and your posteritie 
and all the natives in India that shall hereafter inhabit under your Ooveru- 
ment.” 

This was. the way the old Court had — to embrace the coming, kick 
the parting guest 1 

1 shall not attempt to judge between Master and the rulers of the 
Company, to do which, with any Bufficiency, would (if it were at all 
possible) require a much longer research than circumstances permit or 
demand, We shall see .presently that, as regarded the Native Mer- 
chants, the ex-Governor claimed the balance as quite on the other side 
of the ledger. And the general impression from my readings in the 
records is, that there was no substantial ground for the charges hinted, 
rather than directly made, against him. 

Master has transcribed an extract from a letter of Sir Josia Child 
to him, dated 20th December 1680. The extract, however, throws no 
light on Sir Josia’s motives for assenting to Master’s supercession : 

You will prohahly wonder at the comeing of a New Agent, and more to hear 
that I was one of them that voted for him, which I assure you was not from any 
unkindness to you, for I noe more intended this chang when I wrott last to you, 
then I did the changing of my Wife, which noe mm living hath less reason to 
desire then my Selfe . . . 

The transfer of the Agency to Gyfford was made 3rd July 1681. 


^ I.e,, native merchants, 
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There is not much that we fiad.regarding Master in the years follow- 
ing his retirement from Madras. In 1600 (September 25th) he took to 
himself a second wife in the person of Elizabeth, daughter of Richard 
Legh of Lyme in Cheshire ; in 1692 he purchased the Codnor Park 
Estate in Derbyshire ; in 1698 he sold Wallett’s Court in Kent, and 
purchased Stanley G-range, near Morley in Derbyshire. These are fresh 
indications tha.t he brought wealth home from India. 

In the year last mentioned (1698) we find Master appearing in connec- 
tion with the New, or English, East India Company, which was estab- 
lished in that year. As we have more than once had occasion to notice, 
this body numbered among its officers many who had been dismissed or 
recalcitrant servants of the Old Company, a circumstance which in 
various instances turned to its disadvantage, leading the Company to 
place confidence in such men as Littleton, Waite, and John Pitt, who 
proved themselves as little capable of good and faithful service under 
the New Company as under the Old. 

Both Littleton and Master were chosen among the first Directors of 
the New Company. Littleton became their President in Bengal, and 
Sic Ed\7ard. Master became also Sir Streynshain, being knighted by 
King William in the Drawing-Room at Kensington, llch December 
1698, on the presentation of an address to welcome His Majesty’s 
return from the Continent. In a quaint letter to his mother-in- Jaw, 
Mrs. Legh of Lyme, Master explains the circumstances under which 
the honour fell to him v 

“ Hon^^ : .Madam, 

‘‘ I Received your Congratulatory Letter the 23d last month, and have a 
Story of your Daughter to tell you in Returne, you know She bears the Title of 
the Lyer of Red Lyon Squabe, and to keep up to that, she told Oosin G-bisill 
Mainwabing but a few days before she was a Lady, that it was soe to be, not 
thinking anything of it. Ooz. Mainwabing tells this to Lady Chiohblby 
and Soe it passes for a designe of ours, whereas in truth twas all pure chance, by 
falling to my turne to be Chairman of the Court of Directors that weeke*-^ and 
soe I was to make the Address to the King, which was intended the woeke before 
and then must have fallen to Another, but the King not being at leasure it fell a 
weeke later then intended .... 

“ London, Red Lyon Sqxjabe, Jan : 5 : 1698” (-91. 

In the proceedings of the Court of the Old Company (25th January 
1698-99) we find Sir Streynsham Master and Sir James Bateman 
then came into Court as a deputation from the New Company, to reply 
to two papers which had been delivered to the latter by Sir John 
Letiiieullier and Sir William Hedges. 


• ^ i\faiiter Papers. 

- The Govornur of the Uhl Coinpiiiiy was elected for a year, hut in the 
New Company the Directors took the Chair by weekly rotation. 
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In Governor Pitt’s Letter-book I find n letter from him to Master, 
dated ‘‘ Fokt St. George, ffeby. the 21st, ; 

“ Si*. I wrote you by the ffanie and sent yon a Copy thereof by the Martha. I 
have hot as yet receiv’d that mony of Kisnah by reason of writing for some 
persons cotneing out of the Countrey who were to prove the delivery of the Silk, 
•and I hope to I’ecover something of ALniDTOALit’s Son for you . . . . 

“'It is generally reiJorted that none of your new Company’s Ships will goe 
home this year from this Side ; if your President and Oonsull, as you call him, 
had but behav’d him Selfe Mtanuerly, I would have, for your Sake and the Best 
of my ffriends Concern’d, Freighted one of your Ships for our Companys account. 
A line from you would have been acceptable, and when I heard of an Embassa- 
dor comeing hither, I expected it would have been Collonell Oxindon, and little 
dreamt of the gentleman that is como.i service to you and freinds, whether 
they are old Company or New Company.” 

To this Master replies in a letter dated “ London, Bed Lyon 
Square, Februa. 15 : 170^-.”2 

“ Sr. My last to you was by Ship Dutchess, dated the 9th January 1700” (f.e.?- 
1701) “ Since, I have not been happyed by any from you. 

‘Tn that letter I mentioned severall Debts owing to me, and you were pleased 
to give me hopes of Becovering those of Allingal and Bisna, which tho’ Con- 
siderable, yet there are others Allsoe as great, which I make bold once more to 
enumerate to you vizt j 

Debt 

“ The Company Merchants for 
Mony lent them as by Acco‘*; 


sent out by your Selfe 



P‘: 6525: 9: 1 

“ Vtdepa the Dymond Merchant 




upon Mony Delivered Sxjbapa 




to send him. « - - 



P‘: 1210:35: 2 

“ Cruapa for Looliing Glasses 




sent to GuLOONDAHby Mm, be- 




ing Eecommended by Sueapa 



P*: 316 : ~ — 

“ Mr. Joseph Hiller upon Bond 




on Bespondentia to Bantam 




in StTRAPA’s name 



270:--: — 

“ Surapa’s owne Debt by Acco': 




wMchl sent out by your selfe 



P*: 4588:—: — 

For , these five Sumes I reckon 




Surapa Accountable being 



P“: 13440: 20: 2^ 

‘‘ Allinga Pilla owes 

P^• 6390 

24: 

0 

“ Silke sold by him 

P^>: 1000 


— 

“ Deg ANA Deceased 

P^' 516 

7: 

— 

“ Old Kisna - 

P'': 100 

— . 

— 

“ Tho : Clarke 

P": 200 

; 


“ Oapt. Jambs Bett 

P": 200 

— : 

— 



— 

7405 : 31 : 0 




P^: 20846: 15 : 2.’^ 

^ Sir Wm. Norris. 

B. M. Add. MSS. 22,857, f. J68. 


There is some error in these totals, which I cannot correct. 
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That is to say something near £7,000. He had offered Pitt, when 
the latter went out as Governor, 10 per cent, commission for the 
recovery of the money, and 5 per cent, more to invest the money in 
diamonds, hut if this were not deemed enough compensation for the 
trouble he would now offer 20 per cent, in all : 

“ ‘Wontof al unhappy Man I am, who settled such a heneficiall contract for the 
Company and all my successors, and can not only Reap noe benefit thereby to 
myseife, hut on the contrary sustaine soe great loss, as my just demands are upon 
money lent and supplied out of Kindness and Respect, both to the Marchanta and 
to the Company ; if you do not find means to assist me therein, tis such a vexa* 
tioua wound to he thns ill-treated, that rather than bear it I may be provoked to 
apply to my old Masters for Redress. 

For the Union of both Companys you will have a better Accompt thereof 
from your Masters then any other. You have been very Industrious in obstructing 
the ambassadors proceeding to the G-reat Mouijll’s Camp,^ in which I doubt 
not you have observed the Directions you had from England, which in my 
apprehension have been very ill grounded, for the contrary had been the Old 
Company’s Interest, to have made use of the Embassy in compounding and com- 
poseing all their Debts and Depredations, whereby they might have saved great 
Summes, and all the Expense they have been at to hinder what they cannot 
avoyd. I say these are my conjectures at this distance. You may know better, 
being nearer and more in the Arcana. Let these affairs be as divine providence 
shall dispose them. My wishes attend you for all happiness, and I remaine, 

Yr humble Servant, 

“ Strbijnsham Master. ”2 

The recovery of debts which had been running on for twenty years at 
the other side of the world, must have been rather hopeless, but Master 
writes again to the Governor (“ London, Red Lyon Square, Feb. 
4th, 170|”).3 

St : Yours of the 20th October 1701 : 1 received by the Dutches the 15th May 
1702 : wherein you seem to deprive me of all the hopes you gave me in former 
letters of Recovering the mony due to me from severall Persons, the Particulars 
of which I enumerated to you in my Letter last^ year by the Colchester dated the 


^ Viz., Sir William Norris. 

2 The y in Streynsham is always written by him in the Dutch fashion as 
“ i j”. I see this is not uncommon in the original records of that time ; though 
I do not remember to have noticed any instance of its occxirrence in print. 

In a letter to his daughter, Lady Coventry, dated January 2lBt, 1719-20, 
he says : 

“I remember my Father said that my great grandfather Streynsham did 
write his name with a y, therefore I doe soe likewise.” 

And in P.S. to the letter : 

“My Mother (who was ever a good antiquary) said the Family of the 
Streynshams came from Streynsham in Worcestershire, which an 
inducement to me to purchase it, and I was about it more than once.” 

a Add. MBS. 22,852, f, 30. 
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IGtb February 1701-2 and SuiiAPA in his Letter by the Dutches gives me hoijos 
of Kecovering Some of them. 

“ Yon say my Papers are at last found in Mr. Whight’s hands, and that 
before departure of the January Ships you would peruse them and take out what 
you found Serviceable in recovering my Debts, and give me a full account thereof . 
But I received noe Letter from you by these Ships, only a Duplicate of the same 
by Capt. Habrison without one word more. 

“ SuRAPA wrott me that in regard of your multiplicity of busynes it would be 
convenient for me to Imploy one that had more leas are. I wrott therefore the 
last year to Mr. John Nicks to assist therein, who I hope will favour me in en- 
quiring therein and giving me Accott : thereof. 

“ You cannot thinke I believe what you say that the busynes of the 49000 
Pagodas lyes as I left it. 

“ These Ships bring not only the News of the Union of the Two Companys, but 
the Stock upon them goes upon Acco*: of the United Trade, tho’ not as you 
vainly boasted as Ingraftment upon the old Stock, but an admission of the Old 
into' the Fund settled upon the New Company, How the Managers chosen out 
of both Courts, that of the Directors of the New and the Committee of the Old 
order Persons abroad, I know not, being not amongst them ; I wish you all 
felicity, and rest 

** S'*: your humble Servant 

“ Streijnsham Master.” 

The correspondence went on at intervals in tolerably good humour, 
but without apj)areutly any great cordiality, between the Governor 
and ex-Governor, In a letter of Jan. 19, 1705-6 Pitt writes (not 
unreasonably) . 

lean call your Service noe better then Boyptian Bondage, for you putt 
me to recover in Old Debts of upwards of 25 years standing without a paper 
under their hands, or a Wittness to prove anything, or as much as a man aliue 
to pay anything, and notwithstanding I have had their assistance, yett the 
probity of Mr. Wright and the Cunning of Mrs. Nicks cannot afford me any 
insight in your affairs, and honest Surapa stands in it Stoutly that you are 
indebted considerably to him. ...” 

A year later there is another letter from Pitt, which 1 quote nearly 
in full (dated Fort St. George, Jan. 28, 1706-7) 

I read yours of 16th (19th?) Jany. 17011 with Sijbapa's vile and lying letter 
inclosed in it, who I can’t but think the worst of men, and likewise answer 
yom*s by Ship Sdupio, of which you now send a Copy, but the originall never 
came to baud. 

“ S^: I have done my utmost to Serve you, and if you wont beleeve it ’tis my 
misfortune. Mr. Wright’ and I overhaul’d your papers, but could not find one 
to prove the least debt, nor is it probable that we should when they had been soe 
many years in two such Sharpers hands as pfrebman and Brown, whose 
interest, as well as obligation to you was to recover what possible. I have often 
demanded Bett’s debt of Mr. Glover, who answers that if I can but pro- 


1 Add. MSS. 22,849, No. 110. 
• xVdd. MSS. 22,850, No. 4. 
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(luce hia obligration lie will pay it, otherwise lie can’t but think ’tis already 
satisfyed. 

# # ^ ^ 

“Honest Sxthapa now denyes that ererhees told me that hee sent you 600 
jpags: by Mr. Higkshnson, tho’ I noted it downefiroin his owns mouth when I 
wrote to you, tho’ at the same time X did not beliere it, for he is an unparallel’d 
lyar. 

Oompanys favours and good opinion axe noe inheritance you know, for ’tis 
too day Hosanna and to morrow cr^ncif]/ UnZ' I have serv’d ’em faithfully 
and dilligfently, and if they have snHer’d byiriLefor want of Capacity ’tis their 
fault that sent me hither. 

“ I can’t be soe vain "lorious aa to put my Siervioess in the Scale with some of 
my Predecessors, but soe far I’le n,verr that had t Tie whole concerne been my 
own, ’twas impossible for me to have done more i;o provide the honour and 
intrest of it, and I believe the worst of my eueraieis cannot but Say the Same. 
Ton advise you had received Mr. Ohuoslisits I'es. pondentia bond, and I hope 
you soon had the money. I dcmaunded the XOOp^aps; as you desir’d me of 
ISTABEAisr, who show’d me Mr. Beo-wn’s receipt for the 100 pags : in full of all 
accounts between you, but yoia mentioning anoiliexr 100 pags : lent his father, 
whose ashes he’s nu willing to disturb, I put tiue deetision of the matter upon his 
oath, who rather then he would Swarepaidm^e tke. 100 Fags ; and truly I must 
say I thinke he has moire honesty in him them all the Black fellows besides I 
know in this Conntrey. 

“ Your acct ; currt ; comes inclos* S, the balance being ( ) Fags : for which I 

have sent you a bottomeree Tbill on my attoraiejs, for the small diamonds are 
so excessive dear, that there is no probable pu’ospesct, of seing the first cost, 
which is the Beason Iremittih by bill, and as soon there is anything more of 
your effects recoverable, I will be snre to Send. ityoTci or bring it my Selfe, and I 
assure you this morning I sent for STTE-APAandH-aARBAN to both whom I read 
Stjbapa’s letter you sent me, who fairly said luefoirgot everything he had wrote 
you, and knows nothing of it, a.nd that fcraely is like Sttbapa — he never 
delivered me a token^ for* you,, but soe farr I 'will s ay for him, he has brought 
parcells into the Consultation Eooin to he nnark’cd, and I have seen him take 
receipts, and deliver ’em to the CoBQ.nian<3.ers, loniitcte- which of ’em I can’t charge 
my memory. . . 

Sir Streynsham Master <3ied sttthe age of S 5, April 28, 1724, at ISTew 
Hall in Lancashire, the seat of his eldest son ZLegli Master, acquired by 
his marriage with Margaret, one of the eo-iieXrs of Thomas Launder of 
New Hall. Sir Streyrshai'n was buried atjV!llacclesfield by the side of 
his second wife, 'wlio had died at Bath in 17 Tl Ilis will was proved 
in London, July 17, 1721. It directs thi at iris body should be buried 
at the discretion of his son Streynsham, hat not within any church or 
chapel, and that a tomb sb-ould. be erected. Ht was buried in a chapel 


1 The words already sa^tisfyed" ; and then on to “ crucify him”, are in 
Governor Pitt’s autograph ; the rest of tlxe let-tier being in the handwriting 
of the usual copyist. 

^ /.e., a pro, sent. 
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belonging to Ms wife’s brother, Peter Legh, in Macclesfield Church ; 
and there is no tomb 1 

He left three children ; (1) Anne (16914788), who in 1715 married 
Gilbert, Earl of Coventry, and in 1752 (aged 61), Edward Pytts of 
Kyne, co. Worcester; (2) Legh (1694-1750); (B) Streynshain (1697- 
1759). 

I give a specimen of his family correspondence, in two letters to his 
daughter, Lady Coventry, written in contemplation of her first con- 
finement : 

(Dated “London, Bed Lyon Square, Peby 4th, 171646”.) 

‘‘ Dearest Nancy, 

‘ Your last of the 23d last month is all I am indebted for from Croombe, 
which gives me the satisfaction of both yonr healths, which I pray God to 
continue. 

“Yesterday I delivered to yonr grandmother Legh an Eagle Stone in an 
Indian Silke Bag and Paper upon it No 21 : and in it a Paper wrott 

upon 

“ ^ Eagle Stone good to prevent miacarryagea of women with child, to 
he worne about the Neck and left off two or three Weeks before the 
reckoning be out.’^ 

“I had another of them which was Smooth having been polished which I 
believe was that which you write to yonr grandmother was lent to S^; ErA: 
Lecestebs Lady, I desire you will, if you can, tell me where ’tis that I may 
have it againe, and this allsoe I would have returned to me, when you have made 
use of it for this occasion, which I pray God send you happily over, with my 
Blessing to you both, I rest 

(Addressed) “ Your affectionate father, 

“ To the Bight Honble : “ Stretnsham Master. ” , 

the OoTTNTES of Coventry, 

“ At Croombe Worcestershire.” 


^ The beliefs regarding the Lwpu Aetite^, or Eagle- Stone, are very ancient, 
and it is repeatedly alluded to by Pliny (Actitae gmvidk adallvjati mulieribus, 
etc., xxxvi, 39 ; see also x, 4; xxx, 44, etc ). The stone is, according to Dana 
(quoted in Webster’s Dictionary) : 

“A variety of argillaceous oxide of iron, occuiring in rounded or ovoidal 
masses .... so called by the ancients, who held the opinion that the eagle 
transported them to her nest, to facilitate the laying of her eggs,” 

We find, in the Colloquies of ErasTnus : 

“ Livinus, ... At ego tibi pro isthoc nuntio polliceor evangelium. 

“ Georgius, Quodnam ? Secundum Matthaeum ? 

“ Li, Non sed secundum Homerum. En, accipe. 

Geo, Tibi serva tuum evangelium. Mihi saxorum satis est domi. 

“ Li. Ne sperne munusculum. AHites^ est, qui gravidis, admotus in nixu, 
maturat partus.” 
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To the same (Feb. 26tb, id.)^ 

Yours of the 18th I received the 20th Instant with one inclosed to your 
Brother Strbtnsham which I will forward by the first oportunity. I have 
granted his desire of an allowance noo doubt to his full content, for I have sent 
him a thousand Pounds by Bills of Exchange, which he may Soe Improve as not 
only to bear his charges but put mony into his Pockett to increase his Stock. 

‘‘ I am glad you have received both the Eagle Stones, I am told by Lady 
Dawes that in the time of labour one should be tyed to the thigh to cause an 
easy delivery. I have another thing I brought from the Indies which ’tis said 
is good for a woman in labour and will send it you if you desire it, orbring it with 
me when I come in the Sumer. 

“With my Blessing to you both and prayer for your safe delivery, I rest” etc. 

“ Capt. Hatton comeing now in presents her^ Service. 

“ S": Will: Oarew and Lady Anne are very well.” 

The impression of Master left by the perusal of the records, public 
and private, apart from the disparagement which the Court seem 
habitually to have cast on their superseded agents, is that he was a 
worthy, religious, methodical, kindly, and libei'al man, and one of 
strong family affection. Memoranda in his writing show that he 
had bestowed upwards of £15,000 upon his brothers and sisters. 
The comparative accuracy of his style and orthography is in striking 
contrast with the letters of most of his Indian contemporaries. He 
always writes like a gentleman : and when we consider that he went to 
India when only fifteen and a half years of age, his education does 
credit to his masters and to himself.^ 

There is a portrait of Sir Streynsham Master in the possession of tlie 
Key. G-. Streynsham Master, at Flax Bourton, Somerset.*^ His descend- 
ants are very numerous, and many of them have been creditably known 
in the Indian services. The representative of his line is Charles 
Hoskins Master of Barrow Green, Surrey, eighth in descent from 
Sir Streynsham. 


^ (Sie) Presumably his wife’s service. 

^ Since this biographical sketch has been in type, I have received an original 
di’aft letter of Master’s describing many particulars at Surat, which will be 
found below, forming Part IV of these Illustrations. 

Among the Master Papers is a bill, dated 31st December 1714, from 
“ Charles D’Agar”, which iiicliidefe charges (£12 18s. each) for half-length 
pictures of Sir Streynsham and of Mrs. Master's” (probably the wife of his 
eldest son Legh Master). Of this portrait, through the kindness of the Rev. 
Mr. Master, I hope to present an autotype coiry. 
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MEVERELLY, SAMUEL, came out writer in 1675, and in 1679 
was 3rd of Council at Patna. He is mentioned by Hedges at p. 93, as 
being nominated 3rd of the same place. Died at Patna 21st May 1686, 
See a reference to him June 9, 1684, under Dodd, p. cxxii. 


MOHUN, RICHARD, came out in 1670. engaged as chief of 
JMetchlepatam: (Masulipatam) on a salary of £100 a year, sailing 
along with Sir W. Langhorne, as one of the Commissioners to investi- 
gate the extraordinary proceedings of Sir Edmund Winter against 
Governor Eoxcroft (sec under Sambkooke below). He was named by 
the Court in their letter of 18th December 1671, to succeed Sir W. 
Langhorne as Agent at Fort St. George, in case of Sir William’s death, 
or departure. This, however, never took effect. In 1675, whilst Lang- 
horne was still governing, Mr, Mohun fell into trouble arising out of 
charges against him as to misuse of the Company’s funds in private trad- 
ing at Masulipatam. Thci’e were charges and countercharges bandied 
between him and Mr. Mainwaring, his successor at Metchlepatam, 
which are alluded to at p. ccxxxviii supra (under Master), and Mohun 
was dismissed from the Company’s service, 7th July 1676, in accord- 
ance with the Court’s orders of 24th Deer. 1675. Ho was, however, 
restored, with certain limitations (January 1678-9), and we find him in 
1679 occupying the place of 6th in Council at Fort St. George, and retain- 
ing his salary of £100, though the salaries of the 3rd and 4th in Council 
were only £70 and £50 respectively. He accompanied Agent Master in 
the same year, on that gentleman’s second tour of inspection in the Bay 
(see p. eexliii supra). 

The Court, however, again in a letter dated 3rd December 1679, con- 
ditionally ordered his dismissal : 

“If Mr. Mohun he not satisfied with his station of last of Cotmcxil at the 
proBT, without hopes of further preferment (except it be by express order from 
ourselves here),jyou may dismiss him, for he was soe vastly in debt, .and so 
.notoriously and vilely cnlpahle in his former transactions at Metchlepatam, 
that we will not trust him any further, till wee have more experience of his good 
-behaviour, and did only concede to the earnest importunity of his good friends, 
that he should he in that place under the eye of the Agent.” 

This dismissal took effect in July 1680. Under 18th November 1680, 
the Court wrote to Madras ordering the seizure of Mohun’s effects, 
until he should pay the balance due on liis accounts. 

He appears to have gone on a trading adventure to Achin. Hedges at 
p. 117, mentions the arrival of Mr. Mohun, on board the liecovery^ from 
Achin and Malacca, with particulars of some 'intelligence which he 
communicated. And under date 24th June 1684, Mohun writes from 
Achin, apparently to some member of the Court at home, pointing out 
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facilities for the Company’s opening trade with some adjacent states in 
Sumatra 

“ I do, as one well acq[uainted with these great men, and alike capable of dis- 
coursing them in the Malayan tongue, tender you my readiest and most select 
'services, tending to its promotion, and these my inclinations taking their rise 
only from affedtion and respect to the recited Corporation whome I formerly 
served, and for whom I stiU retaine that veneration as not only cordially to wish 
a lasting felicity to their persona, but also a beneficial! and continued Commerce 
to their undertaking.*’ 


MORE, HENRY, Nominated Factor 7th October 1681. His 
death is alluded to in Fort St. George letter of 25th May 1691. 


NAYLOR, JOHN. 2 A dyer employed at K^simbfizar in the Com- 
pany’s factory. We read in Str. Master’s MS. Diary in India Office, 
under date October 81st 1676 : 

“ John Naylor, silk dyer, servant to the Honble ; Company in the fPactory, 
haveing presented his petition to the Councill and therein sett forth that he 
came out of Enoland in December 1670, and contracted to serve the Honble : 
Company four years at 502 per annum, whereof thirty pound to be paid in India 
and twenty pound upon his desire in England, which tearme of years (and) 
more being expired, and he being since married and hath his family here with 
him, doth now request that his whole sallary of 50Z per annum may be paid him 
in the Countrey for soe long as he hath served more than his Contracted time of 
4 ; years, which the Councill having taken into consideration did think fitt and 
appoint that the said John Naylor, for his future encouragement in the 
Honble: Company’s service he paid 50Z per annum in this fPactory beginning from 
Michelmas last past, and to continue soe long as he shall behave himselfe well 
in his imployment, or tintill the Honble : Company’s furtier pleasure.” 

Hedges and the Council dismissed Naylor for trading with the Inter- 
lopers ; after which he became the factor of the latter at Kdsimbfizfir 
{Diary^ pp. 80, 138, etc.) 


NEEDHAM, or NEDHAM, FYTCHE. 

The Court, in letter to Bantam of 21st Sept. 1671, advise the Council 
there of the appointment as factor of 

Mr. Fitz Nredham at 20Z, whoe though he hath not readiness of speech, 
yet will be very serviceable in writing in the accomptxng house, And hath some 
skill in limbning and Clock worke, therefore we designe him for Japan, to 
take care of our clocks and works.” - . . 

Hemnst have been transferred to Bengal, for in 1676, we find^ him 
writing from Dacca to Mr Streynsham Master (30th Novr.) : 

“ Yesterday I wrote you of the late orders from the King for our paying ous- 


1 0.0. 5162. 

® Entered as James by some mistake of mine, in Index to vol. i. 
3 In MS. Diary of Master, under 15th'December, at Balasore. 

s 
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tome, tiiis is only to inclose tlie Coppy of two Pherwannahs to that purpose I 
have just now got, one for Hngly, and the other for Ballasore. James 
Price hath desired the Ray^ that said Perwanaes might be stopped till onr Chiefe 
with onr present shall come, and has told him that they are in the way hither, 
but he would not heare, saying he had heard to much of onr Storyes already, 
and His feared he will likewise demande cnstome for all the tim^ of the Eeigne 
of this King, if his month be not some way or other presently stoped.” 

ISfeedliam was ordered by the Court’s letter of IStli Novr. 1681, to be 
dismissed, along with Byam and Harvey, and though they revoked this 
order in the case of the two last, it was apparently carried out in the 
dismissal of Needham, for flagrant encouragement of the Interlopers 
along with Edward Littleton, Robert Douglas, and Matthias 
Vincent, at the time of Hedges’ arrival in India (see Diary ^ pp. 90-91). 


NEEDHAM, LITTLETON, who came out iu 1699 with Sir E. 
Littleton, as a servant of the English Company, and died on first 
arrival {snpra^ p. ccvi), was doubtless a son of Fytche Needham. 


NICKS, JOHN. Came out to Fort St. George as apprentice at £5 
a year, in 1668. In 1676 made Factor at £20 ; appointed Secretary at 
Fort St. George in or about 1674, and so continued many years. In 
his capacity of Secretary he accompanied Streynsham Master on his 
second tour of inspection to Bengal in 1679 (mtpra^ p. ccxliii.) 

In 1688 he was appointed by the Council at Fort St. George to be 
Chief of OoNiMEER (Kanyimedu)^ a new factory established on the 
Coromandel coast, between Madras and Pondicherry, about thirteen 
miles north of the latter. On this the Court write characteristically 
(11th Sept. 1689) : 

“ We approve of the fortifying of Conimeer, since it is done, but such a forti- 
fication would have been a hundred times better for the Company if it had been 
a hundred Leagues further to the Southwards, Conimbar being so near the 
Court (PFort) that we have reason to suspect confederacies between your black 
merchants and those at Conimebr, if you do not honestly and carefully prevent it. 
Ml*. Nicks’s Chiefship at Conimeer we do likewise confirm, on condition that 
you and he do carefully prevent the Companys prejudice by his Wife’s crafty 
trading, which we understand the method of, and cannot hear if we find. She 
makes her gains of our loss, tho’ otherwise we are allwaies glad to hear that our 
Servants get money honestly without prejudice to the Company. And since we 
have now been at the charge to fortify Conimeer we expect the same Duties to 
be paid us there, proportionately as at Madrass, which you and Mr. Nicks are 
to take care we be not defrauded of.” 


' James Price, the VoMl of the English at Dacca ; the Ray,” R4i Nan- 
dil41, the Nabob’s Dewan (see vol. i, Index). 
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On a matter of wrong sorting of Calicoes tliat seems griev^onsly to 
liave irritated the Court, they write (18th Feb. 1690-91) : 

“We do .... hereby expell from our service that expensive and unjust 
person Mr. Nicks, and all those that assisted him in that wicked Sortment.” 

At a later date we find him in actual durance : 

“ Mr. Nicks having both by the comon report and opinion of the Chirgions 
order'd to visitt him contracted a dangerous indisposition by close confinement ; 
we have agreed with the advice of the Judge, that the Marshall have leave to 
keep him prisoner in his owne honse, taking good Security to himselfe that he 
shall not endeavour to escape, and that the money due to the B; H; Company 
by jndgment shall be paid in case he does escape." {Letter from Madras 
Council to Sir John Goldshorough, 21st August 1693.) 

We have not ascertained the date of Mr. Nicks’s death, A reference 
to the Master correspondence on p. cclii wilt show that in 1701 Sir 
Streynsham had written to IMr. Nicks to bespeak his help in the re- 
covery of old debts due to him at Madras ; whilst Governor Pitt, in a 
letter dated Jan. 1705-6, refers to his having sought aid in the “ cunning 
of Mrs, Nicks.” This suggests that Mr. Nicks had died in the interval. 

I am sorry to say that Mrs. Nicks was the subject of much scandal, 
both on account of her reported too great intimacy with Mr. Elihii 
Tale, and for alleged frauds committed by her in Conimeer when her 
husband -was Chief there. One accusation was that (in 1692), 

She caused the Eight Honble. Company’s godowns to be broke open and 
forcibly took from thence great quantities of cloth of the first sort, which she 
applied to Mr. Elihu Yale’s private use . . . Upon this he (Mr. Bolben, the 
Judge Advocate) wrote her a letter requiring her, being a woman notoriously 
known to he a separate merchant from her hushandy to put in bail , . . which 
she, not complying with, he issued out a warrant to arrest her.’’^ . . . 

This statement, and the two letters of hers which we transcribe, illus- 
trate the pungent remarks of the Court on her trading propensities. 

From Cathekine Nicks to President John Pitt at Masulipatam 
(dated at foot ‘‘ Feb : 19, 99” (1700) 

Honble. Sh 

“ Yours of tbe lOth January and the 16 I receiv’d and the parsell of Lace, 
after a great deal of Trouble came safe and private. But am sorry the markefcts 
are soe low I doubt you will never see its cost* For these two or three years so 
much has come that you may buy such things for half they cost in England. 

The last week Mr. Pbobt made a outcry of Lace, 2 or 3 himdred pounds 
worth, but they did not sell for half they cost. Send me your orders what I shall 
do with it • to sell it ail togeather I never can for nobody will buy it. If you 
like my selling it as I can I will use my utmost Indeavours to dispose of it if 


^ Talboys Wheeler, i, 260-1. 

2 O.C. 6921. 

.^2 
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possible, ^or deliver it to your Lady wben sbe comes. According to your direc- 
tion have sent the other Pallakeen which you have as cost me which was Eighty 
Pagodas, only the bare Pallakeen neither Bed nor Tassells, only an old 
Pingarey (?) not worth sending I was design’d to have made new but believeing 
Velvet and Scarlet to be more chiep with you makes me send it without. The 
Silver and Tossells I have made new and a great deal of Silver I have added 
to ’t as you will See by the Inclos’d accompt which I now send and I think 
the Pallakeen is good and cheap. 

“ You complain of that I sent you before was very Dear. I assure you S": I 
get but very little by ’t and I cannot bate anything of the price. You write of 
Silver at the ends of the Bamboos. I never had any with it nor saw any. 
Vencatadbee knows that there was none when I had it, I have Sent the 
branch candlesticks you desir’d. My orders are not to sell them under two 
hundred and twenty Pagodas- But I will venture to bate you Ten Pagodos, and 
I have sent a Small Sandall Screwtore for a Pallakeen, their is noe manheld 
(qu. enamel’d P) Silver work to be got. I can Supply you with some Japan Boxes 
and a noble pair of Skreens the price is 200 Pagodas. I have a couple of fine 
Guzarat oxen of Governour Yales which cost him 900 Pagodas. If you have any 
Occasion for them you Shall have urn for 200 Pagodas. There is a Coach that is 
a 100 Pagodas. The Damask is (to) he got when the China Ships arrive if any 
come Shall send you what you desire. 

“ I give you many Thanks for your kind present of Chint and for my receiv- 
ing my Mony of Vincatabbee and was in hopes of having it by the JBenjamen 
if I desir’d or by any good Safe conveyance for the Roads being no'll Safe. So 
now intreat yon if you can, to i^emitt it me by Bill of Exchange. 

“I have demanded Vincatabbes Bond of Mr. Meab but he will not deliver 
it without he, sends a receipt, the Fellow is let out of prison or else must have 
Starv’d, they tell me. 

By Peboa I have presumed to send you a Pot of Green Tae beleiving it to 
be a rarity with you as well as us, for wee have had none good this Two 
Years. In the Same basket is a little Sagoo and Two baskets of Birds nests and 
8 bottles of Soye which I begg you to accept from 

“ S'”: Y our most humble Service 

“Oath: ISficBs,” 

The preceding letter, however faulty in grammar, is not only 
direct and business-like, but written in a clear, bold hand. But 
I cannot give Mrs. Nicks credit for it. The second is evidently in her 
own writing, and that is very bad in penmanship and spelling. The 
first may liave been her husband’s. The “Nicks” is like his auto- 
graph. 

The second letter shows that her husband was at its date in England, 
whither he had gone with ex-President Yale in 1699 ; it also shows 
Mrs. Nicks, crafty and ill-conducted as she may have been, as a warm- 
hearted woman. 

The Mr, Dolben mentioned in it is apparently the very man 
who, as Judge Advocate, had ordered her arrest eight years 
earlier.* It looks as if the. Court had intercepted her poor letter. 



III. —NICKS — PEA.CHEY. 


cclxi 


The second letter from Mrs. Nicks : 

“For Mrs. Bionesia Tombs at her house in Leadenhall Street pr. SMpp 

King W™ -• 

^ “ Tort St. G-eorge Tehry. 24th 1700” (1701). 

“ Dear Sistter, 

“ I was not so hapey to have any lettr from yon thees last Ships wich 
would bin very Wellcome to have known whether my poor Garlls ware Wellcome 
to you : and did desiour your Care and kindness to them : I have not write Mr. 
Nicks : helieuing he is come out long before this reaches you : and hope he has 
Cleared and Settelid all accounts with you befor he left Englatstb : I sent 10 ps. 
of chints to you by Mr. Andrew Tope puser of the hengmen ; wich i hop you 
have sold for me befor this : I did desiour you to deliuer the produce of them 
to Mr. Yale ; and have desioured him to pay you what you shall disbust for my 
Children : by Mr. Bbabdill i sent a Japan dresing box to the children ; in it 
is a goun and lining for my dear bettt : and 12 aprons and 2 ps. of chints and 
C fans, and 6 par of Clones : and 40 China pectars : for them both : i sent a 
dresing box befor by Mr. Dolben let Drsa have won of them and the other 
things eq[ually parted betwen them ; I have write my brother Ted, home i Should 
be extrem glad to See in Indea ; doubt i ueuer Shall in England Loses has bin 
so great that x now all most dispar of euer Seeing you ; I shall be glad to see 
brother Tombs i hear he thinks of Coming : i hope he will not alltter his mind : 
give my sarvice to him : so wishing you and the little wons health and hapeynes 
i remaine Your 

“ Loving Sistter 

“ Myblesing to my dear garlls bettt and ijrsa “ Cat : Nicks.” 

the dresing box comes by Mr. Braddill de~ 
reoted to my bety but for ijbsa.” 


PEACHEY or PEACH IE, JEREMIAH. Arrived in India as 
Writer in 1673 ; Factor, 1678 ; 2nd of Council at K^simbazar, June 
1683 ; 2nd of “ Englesavad” (Angrezdhdd., i.e. Malda), 27th Aug. 
1683, and afterwards chief there. He was with the Chittagong expedi- 
tion in Jany. 1688-9 (6'z(pm, pp. Ixxxiii-v), and resumed his position at 
Malda Factory on the renewal of trade, after peace was made with the 
Mahomedan Government. 

The following are two specimens of his correspondence : 

‘‘Hugly r 31st: Jan'^: 1667-8.1 

‘‘Mr. Bichard Edwards, 

“ S'": I heartily desier these may finde you in good health, as wee all Arrived 
here on the 27th: Current, by which you may understand our voyadge were 
longer then ordinary. 

“ Sr; I hope you have not forgot my Loss of Coate, Nemer (P), and Buttons, 
which Cost mee upwards of 25 Rups : I am in great want of them and cannot 
forbeare (if they are not returned by these Hellhounds that stole them) making 
new ones. 

“ Its agreed here not to send Mr. Byam downe till further order from the 
Fort, your Saddle will follow in few daies eaither on the Mary or the Qanges . 


1 O.C. 4338. 
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“I have put the Case, Braudy, and my Provision money to your account. 
Pray pardon this trouble, and lett me know in a line or two : wherein I may 
actually bee what in hast I subscribe 

* ‘ Y'' affectionat ffriend 

Pray if can procuer a good Pallenkeen bambo and humble servant, 
and 2 patch^ of ye finest with what colours “ Jere: Peachie. 

you thinke hansome for my owne ware 
Chockoloes and Susaes;^ Send pr. the next 
Sloopes for the Hot weather is comeing on. 

I Eem. J. JPeachie. 

Pray present my Service to Mr. Smith, etca: 
friends, and excuse me to Mr. Perin, not 
haveing time at present to write, and desier 
him not to forget the Beare : he promised 
mee.” 

To the same.3 

‘‘HiJOEY,ffeby: 19th, 167|. 
*'(in ye; morning). 

“ Sr : yours of the 9th Current received last night, and I hope by this time 
mine per Charles Brigos, master of the Mary, hath attained your receipt 
with the Saddle and 3 large bales, one small one, and 1 chest in gunne, all markt 
I: H: as then advised more at Large, Sent by Mr. Knife, for Mr. Htnmerse 
at the Port, whither I hope you have forwarded them, with a line or two of 
advise therewith; 

“ I am sorry after the trouble given yon about my Buttons : those Pipe 
Nugate Birds would not Confess them ; I will at the Peones arrivall here use 
all the Interest I can to git them or their worth. 

“I acknowledge the kindness, you was pleased to Eemember me for a 
Bamboe, and not only that but the Care therein, Pray if in my power here let 
me know where in I may retalliate these many favours Confer’d on 

“ S"; your Eeall friend and Servant, 

“ Jbrb: Peachie.” 

Mr. Peachey had obtained the commendation of the Court during the 
earlier days of his chiefship at Malda, as in the following extracts : 

“ Mr. Peachie served ns well at Maulda from whence all the Goods laden by 
him came ont well, and therefore we think his performance deserves this note 
and we approve of our Agents choice of him into our Council.” (To the Bay, 
2Bth firept.1687.) 

“Where yon find persons just and faithfull as Mr. Peachie was at Maulda 
cherish and encourage them, and those you find have cheated or abused the 
Company, as Pounsett and Harvey did at Dacca, secure their Estates” . . . 
{As above 21t7i August 1688). 

“We would trust none sooner than Mr. Peachie there by the goods we have 
seen from him, tho’ we know him not otherwise” . . . (Xhid.') 


^ Patch, in use then for a piece of a cotton stuff of double the usual length. 
It is the contraction of a Telugu word ;pachchadamu { Wilson). 

^ Ghaklds and Siisis ; certain piece-goods of mixed silk and cotton. 

3 O.C. 4358. 
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But, at a later date, Peachey had long been the subject of complaints. 
The Court write, 22nd Jany. 1691 ; 

“We are sorry Mr. Pbachi® complyed so ill with you. We hoped better ■ 
things from him, but we have put the remedy not only in this case, but in the 
cases of all others that shall delay or neglect their Duty or falsifie the trust 
reposed in them intirely into our Agents hands, with authority to turn out or 
advance whomsoever of our Servants he thinks fit, which wee now confirms. 
Mr. PBACHIB has sent us a long letter of the 31st J anuary last 1690-1, which 
looks too like a commencement of the old querulous humour which hath reigned 
too long in Bengall, hut shall never stir again to do any more mischief; his 
said letter and accompts therein mentioned we have sent you, leaveing it to our 
Agent to do therein what he finds just.'* 

% 

And again, 10th April 1693. : 

“We are at too great distance to understand rightly or correctly Mr. 
Peachie’s miscarriages or neglects. But we have given and doe give such an 
absolute authority to Mr. Jon Chaeitock during his life or untill our further 
order, that he may right us and himselfe upon any negligent or unfaithfull 
Servants in a Summary way.*’ 

On the arrival in Bengal of Sir John Goldsborough as Commis- 
sary-General in 1693, it proved that Mr. Peachey had for three years 
rendered no'accounts, and (22nd August) a sergeant and four soldiers 
were dispatched to Malda to bring him down, which they did accord- 
ingly, with his three years’ books. ^ 

The following letter was written by Peachey to Sir John Golds- 
borough on receiving the summons 

“ Honour’d “ Maulda, August 28th 1693. 

“S^r 

“I herewith Congratulate yoiA Excellenoys Safe arrival! in Bengall, and 
humbly crave excuse for my omission of the same at first arrivall Safe from 
England, which the news of your Excellency Sudden departure was the Oheife 
obstacle, together with the hurry of business at that juncture of time (which are 
particularly my misfortune) and not want of obedience to show the due respect I 
ever bore to your Honour, wherefore rest in hopes it will meet with noe other 
construction. 

“Its pi’obahle some Persons ill affected to your Servant may (as they have all 
along with Agent Chabnock when living) Endeavour to incence your Honour 
under pretences, which envy and maliice never wants matter to compleat, but 
yonr Honours Juditious wisdom will distinguish and I hope prevent their malicious 
desire of bringing your Servant under an Odieum and disgrace, Sending Soldiers 
forceably to carry me downe to Hugly, whether none more ready and willing 
to go. 


^ Sir John Goldsborough’s official MS. Journal, etc., in O.C. 5885. 
2 O.C. 5881, No. 21. 
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“ I stay onely to make up accounts with one Sinbonaitt a Merchant, to whom 
last year I gave impress 40 OOOrs* on Permissive and the Et. Honble. Company’s 
account to secure all goods possible according to a many pressive orders from the 
Agent and Councill, which to effect to my utmost I did, notwithstanding it was 
the latter end of December before had any money of the Et. Honble Company 
to invest, send hence vpwards of 200 bales. Now the Agent Sending Mr. Brad- 
DYiiii vp and ordering your Servant downe imediately after my giving out the 
money caused those I had given out to, to Slight all their agreements, refusing to 
prize those goods they had brought in, and Stop their hands from bringing in 
their remains, but vnder hand disposed of them for ready money in our own 
house which hath caus’d remams^ and brought me in a many inconveniences 
and troubles, all which I fully advised the Agent of before hand. 

“ However now in a G-enerall dated 22 Jnne last, is ordered that noe remains 
be made of what I gave out, wherefore I presuln’d to stay and vse endeavour 
about SlMBONAiTTS business (having ended with all others) as fully advis’d in a 
generall dated the 3d inst. Since which the ffowsdar at Eojamall (having 
received a bribe from Simbonaxjx) refusing to act in this Government (being 
not nnder him) without a I'erwanna in his name I have since sent a Vackeel 
to Mr. Etrb att Dacoa with the man that is Simbanauts security to com- 
plaine and produce the Nabob and Dtjatsts Fherwannaf which if your Honour 
will be pleas’d to accelerate in a line or two, it will be of great use towards the 
effecting Said ; otherwise if yonr Honour is pleas’d to order I shall leave the 
remains in Mr. BradbylIiS hands and come away Imediately, none is more ready 
to Obey your Honour Commands than 

Honour’d 

“ To His Excy : S': Jno: Goldsboroxigh “ Sr .* 

Supravisor Com'^; Genii : and Chiefe ‘‘ Your most humble 
Govr. for the Et: Honble: Companys . “ and obedient servant 

affairs all over India.” J eremiah Pbaohie .” 

'4 

The result was fatal to Mr. Peachey’s employment. 

We transcribe a few particulars from the examination of his 
books by Sir John and Mr. Ellis : ^ 

“ Mr. Jeremiah Peachie's account for the month of May and June 1688 being 
examined by us, wee find besides the Eaips. 5143 „ 4 „ 3 which he stands charged 
with, he Is further to he Charged with Es. 956 „ 7 „ 3, the Ballance of the 
account next above written, which being allowed, we pass the said 2 months 
accounts. 

“ Chuttanxjttee October the 23d. 1693. 

The larger sum, Ks. 5143 „ 4 „ 3, is formed of more serious charges, 
in fact of payments charged twice over ; the Bs. 956 „ 7 „ 3 is made 
up of minor charges not passed, and one mistake of Hs. 500. Some of 
the minor ’disputed charges are worth transcribing 


^ “ Eemains” appears to be used for outstanding accounts and orders. 
2 O.C. 5896. 
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Oq these proceedings the Court wrote (to Bengal, 6th March. 
1694 - 5 ): 

*'You did well to send for Mr. Peachy, and we shall expect by the next, 
how yon have ended all Accounts with him, And if you have not been so frug:all, 
or so just to us in pursueing- our Orders, to discharge him out of our Service, aa 
soon as you found him unfaithfull, You are very much to blame, And to supply 
that defect, We do hereby dismiss him totally. This soft loose way of doing 
busyness in Bencall put us again upon the necessity of continuing our Agency 
in Bengall, and all our ffactoryes there Subject to the Jurisdiction of the 
PPOBT, as they were formerly before Mr. Chabnock^s Agency” .... 

And, in the Court Book of the same date, we find : 

“It appearing likewise that Mr. Jebemy Peach;ie, Chief of Maulda, and 
Mr. Charles Fleetwood, late Chief at Bencoolen, had misbehaved themselves, 
acting Contrary to the trust in them reposed, the question being put by the 
Ballot whether they should he dismissed from the Companys service, it passed 
in the affirmative.” 


June 2 4 chicks 4 

„ 6 3 Ditto 5 

„ 16 2 Ditto 1 

„ 15 pees. Crurras^ 7 

,, silk twine 8 

„ A boat to Hateagur with him 13 

,, Mangoes from Maulda^ (one 

half allowed) 88 


Bups. 


1688, May 

2d. 

2 chicks 

)} 

15 

2 flowered Quilts 

7J 

22 

3 chatters, making 


24 

2 Citterengees, charged before^ 

J? 

30 

A woman, for Leaches 


» 

, Wages to a Tandall and 11 
Lascars, twice charged to 
Ketch Bamuell in May 
1688 


^ OJiiclcB are blinds of finely split bamboo. The word is Mongol (see Awjlo- 
India. Glossary, s.v, chick, a). 

=.chatta (Hind., clifidtd and chatr), an umbrella. 

Cittermgee, more commonly sittringy, for shitmnji, a cotton carpet usually 
in coloured stripes, no doubt originally in checquers (Pers., sliatrang, chess). 

2 Probably gdrhd, a kind of cheap cotton cloth ; gurralis often occurs on 
the Co.’s old Books, but I am not sure if these are the same. 

. ^ The Malda mangoes have still great repute in Bengal. We see that the 
controllers allowed a certain quantity as a lawful charge, only they regarded 
Mr. Peachey as unconscionable. 
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We find also the following in Court’s Letter to'Bengal of 29th Nov, 
1700 : 

“ If Mr. Peachy continue so obstinate as neither to order the Sale or Ee- 
movall of his Lumber out of your Godownes, rather than yon should want that 
roome, put them into a warehouse a part, and before he take them thence lett 
the goods pay for their lying, you need no more than we fear his threatening 
language.’* 

Peachey, like most of the dismissed factors seems to have taken up his 
abode at Madras, and after the establishment of the New Company, Mr. 
John Pitt, the Consul and President for that Company at Masulipatam, 
entered on a correspondence with him. John Pitt himself, we gather 
from his letters and conduct (so far as we know it), to have been a 
bumptious, fussy, self-important and injudicious person j whilst 
Peachey, fi'om the like data, shows as a very poor creature. 

From Consul John Pitt to Mr. Peachey. 

Dated, “ Metchlepatam, Novr. 9th, 99.^ 

ugr 

I did by the last Peons sent to Madrass inclose a paquet to you from 
Enoland, which was found in a chest belonging to one lately deseas’ t. I 
tbink it went directed to you under our friend Mr. Trencheields covert, ^ 
but will not be certain if it did and you have not received it. I believe it t must 
be in the bands of the revrend Padre Lewis or Tom : Wioomore. I am 
sorry for all your misfortunes. Your case was presented at home ; and a course 
would have bin taken there to relieve you, bad it not bin thought more advisable 
to refer it to his Excellency My Lord Embassador, who you may be assur’d 
will order and see that Justice be done you upon due application’s made to him. 
I have a secret to impart and a motion to make to you. I suppose you are well 
vers’d in the Moors Language and customs, will you undertake a journey and 
attend my Lord to the Moqulls Court. If it stands with your Inclinations, and 
Suits your circumstances you need hot dispute the terms for they’l be such as 
Shall please you if you are Satisfied with the proposalis, you must not Stay for 
an answer but come away Imediately and if any Stop sbou’d be put upon you 
from the Government were you now are, advise his Excellency imediatly, that 
you have accepted of the Service but have mett with an obstruction from the 
Pi’esident <&ca : of Madras, which was the reason of your not comeing, ^d then 
due measures will be taken to remove any impeddiment that may be laid in the 
way. S" you may rely upon what I now write, and expect from me all the 
kindnesses andcivilitys you can desire from one who wou’dbe esteem’d, 

“S’-. 

* “ Your Afiec : Eriend ready to serve you.” 

From Jeremiah Peachey “ To the Worshipfull John Pitt, Esqre. 
Brest y In Metchlepatam.”^ 

“ Port St. George, Xber 13th: 1699. 

“ I received advices by our present Governour from relations in England 
that they was bringing my business before the King and Parliament, but was 

1 O.C. 6781. 

^ Richard Trenchfeild died some five weeks before the date of this 
letter. 3 q.C. 6797. 
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persuaded by one Sq^' Navell and other Parliament men who spoke to our 
Governour on my behalf, and great promises made of doeing me Justice here 
but hitherto have found none. He is too much carryed away here by my 
adversaries, 2 BENeAniiES^ here of Counoill. Those letters Mr. Gkatham 
brought my friends wrote to the same purpose as your advice. That they ware 
asured that* if Governor Pitt had not already done me justice that his Excel- 
lency the Lord Ambassador would, and that I might depend upon it, which I doe 
fully and wholly and have advised my friends the same . . . and that they 
might in England desist from moveing farther in my business. 

“ As to my accompanying his Excellency none can be more willing and ready 
did not the present circumstances of my a:ffairs prevent me, occasion’d by their 
keeping all I have in their hands and me in Suspense and prisoner at Large now 
neer 8 years under Security and confinement which have run soe farr in debt 
what with Law Charges &ca, with Severail Sums unjustly forced to pay and 
where due to me can recover nothing they being prejudist and parbiall and arbi- 
trary in all their proceedings with me. . . . 

“ I have since received yours bin full of thoughts and contrivances how to 
serve your present occasions in the Embassy and finding it -impossible at present 
to get away myself have resolv’d to get one Mr. Ravenhill who lives alonge 
with me to come away to rights but hitherto could not effect it. I ventur’d to 
Accquaint Mr. Afelack (being your correspondent) of the matter and desir’d he 
wou’d privately let him goe either in a Pallakeen or on horse to you, but instead 
of assisting he told me he desir’d not to hear more of it ... he is expert in the 
Hindobstand or Moobes Language and well verst in their Laws, rules and 
customs of which had the first rudiments in Pattana under me when Cheif 
there 17 years agoe and is well improv’d since may be very usefull to his Excel- 
lency. 

“ As to my owne present circumstances the Agent &ca in Bengall have in a 
genGrall hither (of which I have a copy) declared that the Company is fully 
Satisfied and have noe further demand on J. P., and have an overpluss of mine 
in the Company’s Cash and all my goods and estate as seased on when forced 
me away with nothing but my clothes on my back which they order to be 
deliver’d. 

The Governour and Council! here have declared the same and ordered Mr. 
Bbaddyll to deliver my goods here in this Warehouse, neer 700 pagodas of 
Bengall Trade, which I am about receiving. Alsoe I have neer 300 Pagodas in 
Merchantable goods and Moveables and 500 Pags. in the house I now live in, 
which is the house Mr. Htnmobe® formerly dwelt in, which I paid with a 
design to have bout it, but find by advises from Vatherland its not to be sold, soe 
that my mony will be made good the next Shipping Besides Debts from perticu- 
lar people here upwards of 5000 Pags. in which the Governour hath promised a 
rehearing and to doe me justice but not till after Christmas, which with ray 
Debts here are the present occasions of my Staying. But if his Excellency and 
you think it absolutely necessary for my comeing Imediately to Accompany his 
Excellency in his affairs be pleased to remit by Bill or give me a letter of Credit 
for 500 Pags. to clear my debts, I will follow your orders and leave my concerns 
with a letter of Attorney here.” 

^ It is pleasant to find Anglo-Indians from the Bengal factories called 
“Bengalies” in 1699, just as we call those of that Presidency BengaUees now. 
The two in question were, 1 suppose, Pbancis Ellis and Roger Braddvll. 

- llyNMERS, JOSETH, a formermembei* of Council at the Fort; came out 1670. 
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From Consul John Pitt to Mr. Peachey. 

Dated, Metchlepatam, Feby. tbe 8tli, 99” (i.e. 1700) 

“Sr; 

“ Your letter of tbe 13th Xber: I have received. I am sensible that you 
have mett with a great deal of hardship from the Madras Government and that 
you are soe much inrowld with them and intangled with your own affares that 
am afraid you’l not be able to clear yourself of either or both, time enough to 
serve my Lord in the Embassy for his Excellency’s Equipage is almost ready, 
and ’twill not be long before he sets out, therefore I desire youl be plain with 
mo whither you can get oE, and if you can upon what termes doo you propose to 
engage or really what you expect for your trouble and Service, and what is the 
proper Langnage you are Master off ; whither Persian or not, and if you can’t 
come yourself whither Mr. Bavenhill can, and what is your reall opinion of 
him whither a proper person to undertake snch a business both as to parts, Lan- 
guage, Judgment, Experience and fidility, for I mnst tell you much depends upon 
all these. Can he keep a Secret if he Shall be intrusted with it, if he has not 
all these Quallifications ’twould be much better not to propose it to him, or he 
to offer him selfe. Therefore let him examine himself well, for you can’t but 
be Sensible ’tis a business of great import. The Kihgs Nation’s and My Lord’s 
Honour in a great measure depends upon’t. As soon as I have your answer 
Shall Imediately dispatch to you necessary orders. Therefore be quick. I am, 

“ Sr Your ready humble Servant, 

“J.P.” 

From Jeremiah Peachey to President John Pitt.^ 

Dated, “Port St. George, Feby. 19, 99” (i.e. 1700). 

* * Sr : 

“ I wrote you last Xber. 13. past Copy of which goes inclos’d fearing my 
former mis carry’d not havg: received* any answei’, tho’ others here have that 
Sent per the same person. 

“ I have hitherto bin unsuccessful in my own business in which 1 find nothing 
but delays and disappointments now these 6 months can neither get my Cloth out 
of their hands nor any thing determin’d neither in Court nor consultation. I 
fear either your’s or my Letter or both are fallen into their hands which makes 
them both Jealous and Prejudiced as plainely of late appears. 

“ Since my last in answer to yours dated 9br. 9th past I have X'”^; 21st received 
a copy of your former which (would) have answered too before, have remained 
Silent in daily expectation of yonr Beply neither have I been able to get Mr. 
Bavbnhild clear of this place and forwarded to you as intended and advised 
in my Last, but find his circumstances Such that he is not able to get clear and 
that by his Stay Longer here it will he the worse and more difficult. 

“ Sen^ Monnoook^ my old acquaintance and intimate friend came to me with a 


1 0.0. 6897. 2 o.C. 6919. 

® Signor Nicolas Manugh or Manuohi was a Venetian physician, who had 
come to India in the time of Shah Jehan, He was originally attached to the 
person and fortunes of the unhappy Prince Dara, that king’s eldest son ; and 
afterwards lived long at the Court of Aurangzeh. We know of him chiefly 
through the publications of P^re Catrou, a French Jesuit, who states them 
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letter lie then received from yon wMch I read and inform’d Mm the contents of, at 
which seem’d pleased, hut on farther discourse about the matter he told me that 
if you won’d send him 4000 Tagas. down before proceeded hence and get Govr. 
Pitt’s leave, for his goeing to Serve yoU) that then he would come and leave it 
to you what more he may deseiwe to be paid, or return after the Business is 
Effected.! 

‘^My former letters was delivered to Purmull, one that formerly served you 
and pretended to goe that time with the horses but did not ; now upon inquiry he 
tells me he deliver’d it to your Peons but can give noe account wbat Peon nor 


to have' been mainly based upon MSS. of Manotjohi (as he writes the name), 
derived by the latter from what Catrou calls the Chronicles of the Emphe, 
at the Imperial Court, and which had been communicated to Catrou by 
M. Des Landes, who had held a high official position in the French Indian 
settlements. There are in the I. 0. Eecords a letter, in both Italian and 
English, from John Pitt, the Hew Company’s President at Masulipatam, to 
Manuohi (O.C. 6685, of July 28, 1699), and a translation of a letter from 
Manuohi to Pitt (O.C. 6790, of 1st December, id,), 

Govr. Pitt writes to Mr. Wooley, Secy, at the India House, under date 
Oct. 19, 1701: 

« To yours of the 4th of July concerning Senr. Manuohes history, ’tis true 
he liv’d many years with Shallhm, the Mogtjlls eldest Son, in which time 
without Doubt was capable of making many Observations, but I believe it is 
soe ordinarily connected that ’tis hardly worth reading, when I came here 
first he was in disgrace with our Government, and withdrawne himself from 
it, his Book he had some time agoe dedicated it to the fprenoh King, the 
Copy of it in Portuguez I will endeavour to get and send you, but when all 
is Done I beleive ’tis no better than Tom Thum.” 

Catron’s books founded on Manuchi are as f ollows : Hist. G6n. de V Empire 
du Mogol^ 4to., Paris, 1705 and 1715 ; also at La Haye, 1708,. in 12®; English 
edns., 8®, London, 1709 and 1826. H. d’Orayigzeb, bound up with Paris edn. 
of 1715. 0. Lockyer {Aect. of Trade in India, 1711) speaks of “Manoooh’s 
Stones at Fort St. George” as rivals of the famous medicinal Goa Stones 

(p. 268). 

The Italian is also mentioned as a resident of Madras, in Mr. T. Wheeler’s 
Madras in the Olden Time (vol. i, pp. 361, seqq.), as being employed under 
Governor Pitt on a mission to D^itid Khiin, jSTawdb of the Carnatic, in 1701. 
(See also Talboys Wheeler’s History of India^ vol. i, Pt. l, Preface, etc.) 

! Sir William Horris, the Ambassador to the Mogul, sent out by the Hew 
Company, writes from “Metchlepatam, Jany. 19th 1699(1700) : 

“ Mr. Trenchpeild who was recommended by the Company for an Inter- 
preter. is dead, Hicholas Manuohi recommended on the same account has 
excused him Selfe by reason of his age, Blindness, and other infirmityes, Soe 
that here is no Prospect of getting either an Interpreter or any English Man 
that understands the Languages and Customs in this place, both which are 
absolutely Necessary, but neither to be procured here.” {Letter to Sir 
Nicholas Waite ; O.C. 6836.) 
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his name. I fear there is Rogonry which shall find out after have your 
answer. 

This goes by Viitcatta Putta your own Peon who goes by Boat and I hope 
in 3 or 4 days will reach your hands which question not your Speedy answer. 
In the Interim Period with my most humble service to his Excellency and Mr. 
Graham who I heard was dead but now by Mr. BovelIi am better Satisfied 
with his health and property (sic) which God continue. Pray acquaint him that 
brother Samxtell Peachey writes that he is related to one that marry’d my 
Cozn. Jno'. Evrells Widdow at Shietoh. I should be glad to hear from him 
and tho' related at a great distance Yet since it is our fate to be soe neer in 
these remote parts it may be Suficient to creat a correspondency and Eriendship 
betwixt us. 

I cannot inlarge Save only to crave your Pardon for this trouble and 
freedom and to subscribe what if opportunity Serve will actually appear/’ etc. 
etc. “ Jeremiah Peachey.” 

After this I have found no further trace of Mr. Peachey, except the 
Court’s notice at p. cclxvi. 


PITT, THOMAS. See Part V. 


POUNSETT, JOHN. Came out to Surat as a Writer in 1G73, 
but was subsequently transferred to Fort St, George.^ He became 
Factor in 1678 ; in 1679 was 2nd of Council at Dacca, and was ap- 
pointed by the Court to be Chief there 18th Jany. 1681-2. He did not, 
however, apparently succeed till Mr. Harvey’s removal to Malda in 
1683. His misconduct in that capacity is often complained of in 
strong terms by Hedges (e.g.^ p. 152), and eventually recognised by 
the Court, as is indicated in a passage quoted under Harvey, as well 
as in tbe following : 

Those you find have cheated or abused the Company, as Powhsbtt and 
Harvey did at Dacca, secure their Estates to make the Company satisfaction 
in India.” (Qourt to Bengal, 27 August 1688.) 

I have not come on thh record of his death or dismissal. 


RAVENHILL, JAMES. Nominated as Factor October 1681. 
He is only once and incidentally mentioned by Hedges (p. 82), He 
was* on the futile expedition to Chittagong and Arakan in January 
1689 (swjora, p. Ixxx, seqq.). After this the Court seem to have 
ordered his dismissal for some cause which I have not traced, and he 
was residing at Madras, as appears from the correspondence between 
John Pitt and Peachey, transcribed under tbe latter article. But 


^ Court’s Letter to Port of 3rd Jany. 1678-9. 
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in their letter of 21st Novr. 1699 the Court write to Fort St. 
George : 

“If you shall see fitt to readmit Mr. Bavbnhill, we shall say nothing* 
against it.*' 

Ralph Sheldon, and the Council for the affairs of the Old Company 
in Bengal, write to the Court of that Company, 1st Jany. 1706-7 

“We acquainted Mr. Raveithilii of your honours approbation about him, and 
he being not turned out of your honours service in Mr. Beabb's time, he 
continues to the arrivall of these letters, when we presented him to the United 
Councill, having [ourselves] not occasion for him, with a caution about his 
succession, and they have accepted him into the.United Service." 

In this he survived to be one of the oldest of the Company’s servants 
in Bengal. In the List dated 30th Jany. 1706-7 we find him entered 
as a senior merchant, bnt not in Council; in 1713 he appears as 
Translator of the Persian Language; and on 21st Jany. 1716-17 he 
*died, after thirty-Uve years’ residence in India, not quite a year before 
his contemporary Robert Hedges. 


RAYNES, Capt. THOMAS. He was commander of ships em- 
ployed by the Company, and his name often occurs in the records. 
He was a kinsman, apparently nephew, of Sir Henry Johnson the 
Elder, and married in India a niece of William Hedges, a daughter of 
his brother Robert Hedges of Burras, ^ and sister of Robert Hedges the 
younger (p. cxcvii, supra) ^ with whom presumably she must have come 
out. There is no mention of her in the Diary. She may have been 
with Wm. Hedges and his family on the Defence. The Court, writing 
to Bengal, 30th Novr. 1681, say that the Head Privateer” 

had been bought and sent out under Mr. Thomas Raynes as Com- 
mander, and ordered “to sayle with the Defence.^ and to remaine in the 
Countrey for our service there”. But a postscript from Sir Josia 
Child says the Head was found unseaworthy, and Mr. Raynes ordered 
to return on board the Defence. 

In a letter to Bengal, 21st Deer. 1683, the Court write : 

“ You tell us Capt. Baynes is setled in a new employment, bnt you doe not 
tell us wbat employment. Wee must guess that, or learn it from others ; if 
the late Agent had thought fitt to iett our Letters come home; however, we 
think it but just you should compell Captaine Baynes to pay us the charge of 
sending him out.” 

There are two letters of Capt. Raynes’s in the Johnson Letter Book 
in the British Museum, ^ which^I transcribe. There is a certain un- 


5 O.C. 8475. 

2 See Letter from Hedges in British Museum ti’anscribed ab<)ve, p. xlh. 

3 Add. MSS. 22,186, ff. 27, 29. 
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consciously comic cbaracter albout both, especially the second, wMcIi 
tlie old sMp-builder, -with some inkling of the humour of the thing, 
has indorsed “ Tho. Eaynes, Reason wTiy marryed *' : 

(No. 1.) HiTOiiY, Jan. 2 108|. 

Most Hond. 

“ I have not been Capable of producing any thing worth your 
acceptance except it be 780 mangoes, put np with all the care I conld in a mnm 
barrel, marked with the mark, which you will receive by Oapt. Wm. Heath 

in the Shippe Defence My Cozen WinniAM,! as you will hear both by 

Capt. Heath and others, is as well as ever and as well in healt]^ and if there 
is mony to Bee gott I am sure will doe it as soone as any one in this place, and 
I shall like wise do my indiver by Sea, so that if God grant us life and health we 
may, if you gett him the Cheifship of Cassumbtjzae-, gett as much mony as 
any two here, I am sure, for he does take the greatest delight in bisness that 
ever I see any one ; and those that are his friends loves him as if he was their 
brother ; and those that are his enimes fear'es him as being too Conning for 
them, as many of them, seeing what he has done, has turned, as perceiving 
that they rowed Against the Streme by contending with him and the Agent, aa 
for the Oompanys intrest he has done more then all the mess heare putt them 
all to geather, by finding out wbo cheets tbe Company ; and now I need not 
write you more of it, for I doubt not but Capt. Heath, with the rest of our 
friends, will tell you what he has done and how he has be baved bim selfe, so that 
he has gott the Lone of the Natives to such a hight that they would doe any 
thing for him, and likewise of Bulchanns kindness to him, who is Gou' of all 
these pai’ts, he being the fittest man in this place to deale both with the 
Enolish and Natives, so I refer you to his (?), yon will geather from his 
Letters and the Capta. 

I remains Hon'^ S^ 

“ Your ever humble and most 

ohiidged Servant and Kendsman, 

“Thomas Baynes.^* 

(No. 2.) “ Ballasobe, ye: 28th ffebr: 168f. 

“ Most Honored S': 

“By the blessing of God, my Cozin & my Selfe are in good 
health, and there is no great fear but he will injoy it as well as any one here if 
he will butt be merry and Leve of Mallincolly, which I indiuer all I can to keepe 
him from. S', I mared the Agents Neas sene I came into this Contrey, for 
which I humbly beg your pardon, being don onknown to you. I hope my cozen 
William will giue you an ample Account for whatResion I mared hur; she will 
be A great Comfoart to him if he should be seek when I am gon from him to Sea. 

I sent you by Capt. Heath one mum barril with mangoes maikt ? and now 
by Capt. Gatbe in Sbipp Society I send you A piece of cloth colored Silk 
flowered with Gold and Silver, which I hnmhly beg you would be pleased to 
accept of, with my most humble service to my Cdzins, I remain, 

“ Sf, your most humble servt : 

“ to*bee Commanded, 

“ Thomas Eaynes.” 


^ /.e., William Johnson ; see imder that heading. 
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Another letter to Sir H. Johnson, Junr., in the same volume (f. 79), 
from Edward Poole, a passenger on hoard Capt, Raynes’s ship, dated 
from Cape Bona Esperanza August 1694, gives a had account of the 
Captain’s conduct. It is'indoreed hy Johnson : 

Edward Poole accuses Capt. Thomas Baynes of keeping a aboard .... 

accusing him of Drunkenness, and abusing him, and turning him a Shore.’ ’ 

We hear of Capt. Raynes again in a letter from Governor Thomas 
Pitt to Sir Henry Johnson, jun. (who had just become a member of 
the Court), dated Fort St. George, Feby. 13th, 169|, Raynes Laving 
commanded the Martha^ in which Pitt went out to Madras : 

“ Capt. Eatnes (who has been extreamly oblidging to me, and very dilligent 
and carefull in the Companys Service) will deliver you a small token, of which 
^ beg your acceptance, for I assure you ’twas made up, and markt, before any 
newes of alteration (as he will acquaint you) ; tis upon the account of pure 
freindship and old acquaintance.” . . 

HJ. A small bundle of q‘‘"® 

“One Super fine long cloth & 

“ One do. Made, ass Chint.” 

In another of the same to the same, dated October 17th, 1701 J 

“ Capt. Raynes went to Persia, and I dont hears hee is returned.” 

And lastly, the same to the same, Feby, 8th, 170f ; 

“ I am sorry for the Death of my good fireind Capt. Baynes, and I beleive 
the hard usage he met at Surat did not contribute a little thereto. 1 have by 
me some snuff of his which he sent me from Surat, and tho’ I have try’d all 
ways immaginahle cannot sell it, but will speedily see what I can doe in truck 
for anything fitt for Europe, which will be better then let it lye aud be entirely 
lost. My service to your Selfe, and your Brother Will : and all friends.’’ .... 

In a letter to “Madam Raynes”, dated Deer. 19tb, 1704, the 
Governor condoles with her on the death of her husband and his own 
good friend, and informs her of the sale of the snuff at half a pagoda 
per pound, remitting the price to her at 13s. per pagoda. 


RICHARDS, JOHN. This gentleman was keeper of the Company's 
warehouse in Leadenhall Street, but, moved ajDparently by ill-starred 
ambition, quitted this post for an Indian factorship, 17th October 1681, 
with the appointment of Chief at Baiasore. In going out he was allowed 
to ship on his own account £500 value in pieces of eight, 260 oz. in 
wrought plate, and £100 value in gold and silver thread.^ 

Mr. Richards sailed with William Hedges in the Defence^ but died 


1 Add. MSS. 22,186, f. 130. 

2 Court Bookj 7th Oct. aud 7th Nov. 1681, 

t 
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from a fall on the fifth day after leaving the Downs (2nd Deb. 1681-2). 
His wife and children, who were on board, were necessarily carried to 
India. The widow also died at Balasore, 20th May 1688.^ This lady 
is mentioned in John Locke’s letter of 27th April 1683, of which a 
part is quoted above under the name of Charles Cudworth (p, cxx) : 

I have trespassed herein yon must excuse it to the little distinction I 
make between you and your sister you must conclude I forget myself and 
thought I was talking to, and (as I used to do) learning something of her, and 
*ti8 to the same account I must heg you to place the obligation you will lay on 
me, hy procuring and sending hither an answer to the inclosed letter addressed to 
Mrs. Rich ARDS. Her husband died going to the East Indies, in a ship that set 
out hence about Christmas was twelve month, where he was to have been factor 
somewhere in the Bat of Benual, for the Company. His wife and two daughters 
who were with him, went on their voyage ; where she settled hei’self and remains 
now you will easily know.’’ (King’s Life ofLoche, ed. 1830, ii, 19-20.)s 

In Fort St. G-eoroe Consn. of Feb, 3rd, 1686-7, appears notice of 
a sum of 5,000 Es. paid into the Company’s cash at Hhglf, 19th Jan. 
1684-5, in the name of Bowannidas, by the late Agent John Beard, 
and that this was the projier money and estate of the deceased Mr* 
John Eichards .... it was to be remitted to the Fort for the use of 
Elizabeth Eichards there, and of another child who was in England. 
‘‘ Itt is ordered that it bee paid to the Prest. for their accompt, and 
because wee are in want of money att present, to be made rec’d in the 
Et. Honble Companys Cash, and a Bill given for the Same at 10 per 
Cent. Intrest p. annum, acompting Eupees 3^ to a Pagoda.” . 


SAMBROOKE, SIR JEREMY. Two Jeremy Sambrookes appear 
in the Company’s Records of the 17th century. 

First, there is a Jeremy Sambrooke constantly mentioned in the 
Court Books from the early days of the Commonwealth, as employed 
in the office of the Company. Thus we read under 20th June 1651 : 

‘Mu consequence of reports that the King oe Scotland” (i.e. Charles II) 
“or the late Qtteen of England designed to send some Person to Persia to 
obstruct tbe Companys trade, and considering bow prejudicial it might proove 
unto them if effected, they ordered Mr. Sambrooke to write a letter to their 
President and Councill at Surat, requiring them in case any Englishman or 
other shall arrive with any letter or commission either from the King of ScoT- 


^ See Diary, p. 91 ; also a letter (O.C. 4947) in which Hedges and Council, 
writing to Balasore, notice the fact. 

2 Lady Masham. 

3 J ohn Locke was one of the securities for Mr. Richards on his appoint- 
ment ; his colleague being Sir John Banks, Bart., and the amount £1,000. 
Afterwards Mr. Locke is allowed to share his half of the security with Thomas 
Oughton {Oonrt Booh, 4th and 18th Nov. 1681). 
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LAND or his Mother, with a purpose feo interrupt the Oompanys trade, that they 
should seize upon him as a prisoner, and returns him for England with the 
first opportunity.” 

Under 3rd Jan. 1654-5 we have mention of the same person ; and 
again under 7th March of the same year he is granted £100 gratuity in 
addition to his salary of £160 ; and in the following year a gratuity of 
£50. Under lOth Feb. 1657(-58) Mr. Jeeemy Sambrooke is 

“ Entertayned General accomptant to Keep the Oompanyes Bookes in such 
way and Manner as shal be thought fittby Mr. Goyernour, Mr. Deputie, etc.” 

24th Sept. 1658: “Mr. Jeremie Sambrooke as Accomptant has 
his Salary fixed at 200Z. per annum,” to which is added, under 27th 
October, a further allowance of £20 per annum, in lieu of fees on 
transfer of stock. 

This elder Jeremy died a little before 1670. A letter (O.C. 3518) 
from Charles James to Mr. Samuel Sambrooke, dated Swally 
Marine, 3rd Dec. in that year, siDeaks of information received of the 
death of Mr. Jeremy S. And Court Book of 11th Jan. 1670(-71) men- 
tions a payment in connection with the estate of Mr. J. S. deceased. 

Sir Jeremy was not a son of this elder Jeremy, I find, but pro- 
bably a nephew. His father was “ Mr. Samuel Sambrooke Merchant in 
London”, 1 and the son was born about 1636, as appears from an ex- 
amination of him before a commission on the Winter conspiracy, in 
1668, in which he describes himself as “aged near thirty and two 
years” (O.C. 3231.) 

In Court Book of 25th Nov. 1663 we read ; 

“ Upon the Petition of Jerdmy the Sonne of Mr. Samuell Sambrooke who 
hath served 8 years to AM. Bathurst, and both before and since hath been 
conversant in the Companies businesse heare, by which and the Caracter from 
his Master and others, the Conrt judges him to be a fitt person to doe them 
eminent service in India, and thereupon they entertained him into their im- 
ployment to goe a Factor to Fort St. George at 40Z. per annum for 5 yeares, 
and that his endeavours may be imployed in such businesse as he is most apt for, 
They appointed him to be Warehouse Keeper there, to take care and see that all 
Callicoe when it is brought in be according to the Musters contracted for, and 
that they be then tried and eq.ually sorted and embaled and that whoever shall 
be in that employment at his arrivall there doe surrender to him.” 


1 We find mention of three Samuel Sambrookes: (1) the father of Sir 
Jeremy, who was apparently keeper of the calico -w'arehouses ; (2) a son of 
the last, who w^as employed under his father; and (3) Samuel Yanacker 
Sambrooke, the son of Sir Jeremy. Mr. Samuel Sambrooke, the warehouse- 
keexDer, is mentioned in Court Book, 9th Sept. 1670: 

“ It is ordered that the Husband doe deliiier unto Mr. Sam : Sambrooke 
460 Callicoe Sheets ; 1,200 course neck clothes ; 351 neck clothes ; 16 paire 
of Shirt Ginghams, and 3 small jars of Achar, free of mulct.” 

In an earlier entry (15th May 1633) he is assigned a salary of £200. 

t 2 
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In a copy of a Fort St. George letter, dated Sth Dec. 1664, without 
signature, but apparently from Sir Edward Winter, the Agent and 
Governor, complaining much of the conduct of some of his collea- 
gues, especially of Mr. Jearsey,— a letter which must also have been 
signed by Mr. Sambroohe, — we read : 

If you doe enquire you will find them to have some prejudice to the Agent 
and soe their passions tempt them many times to informe you amiss ; however, 
he fearea them not, hut is determined, God willing, to send all your Shipps home 
and make you full returnes, hee can doe you no wrong though you should mis- 
trust him ; Tour goods were all sold by consent, and Cloth bought in according 
to Musters deliverd to Jeremy Sambbooee whom you have appointed for that 
purpose. What more can he expected know not, vnless your worships would 
have your Agent to be a slave to a Company of People that are rather proud of 
their Offices then capable or desirous (many of them) to act anything for your 
Good.’» .... 

There is much more about the Agent’s differences with his colleagues, 
especially with Mr. Jearsey, and about Mr. Gyfford’s attempts to re- 
concile them, which only drew hostility upon himself. At the end the 
following paragraph is inserted as a kind of rider : 

“ However Jeremy Sambeooke doth not hy his signeing these Letters Intro- 
duce himselfe in the Differences that have so unhapily hyn betweene the Agent 
and others, hut wishing a friendly composure which hee promiseth shall allwaies 
bee his endeavour, but declares to the best of his Judgment these present advices 
may bee to the furtherance of your worships Affaires, waveing aU Contests and 
leaveing them to your Worshipps own determination.*’ 

In another Letter, dated 12th January l664(-65), signed also by 
Gyfford : ^ 

***#*## 

“Jeremy Sambrooke hath made it his request to the Agent.that as he is 
principally intrusted with your worshipps Affaires hee would please with our selves 
to give your worshipps a Character of him as wee have seene his behaviour and 
care to have byn, to which request wee willingly condescend, and do assure your 
worshipps that his carryage and behaviour is such and so Sivill that wee wish 
you neuer may have worse ; and for care and dilligence in his Imployment, your 
Agent can not hut thanfce your Worshipps for sending him out (thereby saveing 
him of the trouble which he him selfe before tooke vpon him, he haveing not 
more knowledge in Cloth then Yseing it) for your Worshipps advantage, and of 
that we are dayly ey witnesses that it is his business from Morning to Night to 
sort the cloth, so as we hope it will give your W^* content, being as a worke 
of no small difficulty so of a greate deale of Labour and Trouble, so that 
wee doubt not but you will also give him encouragement, which we know he 
doth deserve, and which he shall not finde to he wanting in us. 

#«##### 

“ Wee give your Worshipps thankes for sending us so able and pain full a 
Minister ; the Allmighty direct us to follow his Doctrine. 


^ 0.0. 3037. 
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There is one Mr. SheppArb who came forth as a Soldier, bnt bred a Iiin- 
ning Draper and hath good skill in Gallicoes, wee have taken him being a Civill 
person, to bee an Assistant to Mr. Sambbooke.” 

The gentleman who writes or causes his colleagues to write in this 
somewhat Uriah-Heepish style, had become second in Council under 
Mr. Foxcroft, the successor of Sir Edward Winter, at the time when the 
latter displaced Governor put in execution a strange coup d'etat (16th 
September 1665), in which Mr. Foxcroft, his son, and Mr. Sambrooke 
were attacked, wounded, and confined, whilst Mr. Dawes was killed in 
the affray. Winter actually held the Agency, and kept the governor in 
confinement, till 22nd August 1668, e.e., for three years 1 The counter** 
revolution was effected by the arrival of two of the Company’s ships 
with a king’s commission for the reduction of the place ; but it was 
only surrendered on a guarantee of personal safety and protection of 
property to Sir Edward and his associates, whose offence was practically 
condoned. The whole transaction is somewhat unintelligible ; though 
it illustrates vividly the weakness of the control of the Company over 
their settlements, through the great distance and tediousness of com- 
munication.i 

I give here a few selected documents out of the large number in the 
India records which treat of this singular history,^ First, some speci- 
mens of the declarations or depositions of Sir Edward Winter and his 
partizans, as follow : — 

Declaration by Sir Edward Winter, 19th Septr. 1665.^ 

Whereas G-eoboe eeoxcroet Agent in the affaires of the Honoble: Eno- 
juiSH East India company was lately impeached of several! treasonable words and 
practices which was confirmed by the Oathes of two competent Witnesses, and 
whereas he the said Geoboe Fpoxcroet upon the Soldiers Crying out * for the 
King, for the King,* and being comanded in the Kings name to Keepe the Peace, 
did notwithstanding to the manifest breach of the same furiously runn upon the 
Captain and all the Soldiers (as) did alaoe his son Kathaotelb Ffoxoboet, 
Jebemy Sambbooke and William Dawes, who were all wounded and closely 


^ Bruce, after his manner, throws no light on the matter : 

‘^Though they (the Court) condemned the whole of Sir Edward Winter's 
conduct, while he retained possession of the Fort, and excluded Mr, Foxcroft 
from the station to which he had been appointed, their opinions appear to 
have undergone a material change, on receiving fuller information of the case ; 
and this change was also observable in the' King and Privy Council ; whether 
it proceeded from the information given by Mr. Chuseman and Mr. Smythes , 
on their arrival in Encland, or whether it originated in the prudent expedient 
of removing not only Sir Edward Winter and his partizans, but Mr. Fox- 
croft and his adherents, to make way for a new Agent and Council, uncon- 
nected with either, it is perhaps unnecessary to enquire.” .... (ii, 256-T.) 

2 See more under Part IV, Ko. 5, ® O.C. 3090. 
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secured, tlie said "William Dawes beiug since dead of a sbott he received in 
his body, by which aforesaid action the said George Ffoxgroet was formally 
voted incapable of further acting in the Company’s affaires ; and whereas I 
Edward Winter Knt. and BarronetU their former Agent was generally 
voted and desired to bee Cheife Director with the assistants of the Councill 
restant (?) of their affaires in efort St. George &ca. nntill it should be 
enordered otherwise either by the plurallity of the Councill or immediate order 
receaved from the Hono*’*' Company to the Contrary, yet refused the same untill 
I should have satisfactory assurance, and plenary Engagement, that if those 
of the Councill absent should not Confirms what hath bin already voted, I 
should have free Liberty and licence to dispose of all my estate, and to retire 
whither my owne occasions may call me without the least disturbance or inter- 
ruption as by the said writing or Engagement bearing date with these presents 
more at large appeareth, Now I the said Edward Winter Knt. and Barronett 
in Consideration of the premisss and the present Exigencies of affaires doe upon 
the unanimous request of the Gompanys ffactors Servants officers &ca. accept of 
being Cheife Director of the Honoble: Companys affaires, and withall Covenant 
and agree and faithfully promise that if the Generallity of the Councill absent 
shall not condiscend confirme and agree to what hath been already voted and 
desired that then I oblige my selfe to render a true and perfect accompt of all 
things by me acted and receaved from the date hereof, and to surrender up this 
place and charge to such person or persons as are or shall be impowered there- 
unto and to make good to the said Hono**^' Company all iust claymes and Legall 
demands whatsoeuer they have or may have against mee. Witness my hand 
this 19tliday of September Anno Domini 1665 in efort St. George. 

Edward Winter. 

Signed in the presence of 

“Simon Smythes. 

“Benjamin Clapton. 

“Nath: Chumley.” 

“ Copie 0/ Simon Smythe’s Deposition against Jeremy Sambrooke.2 

“ I Simon Smythes Gierke Minister of the Word of God for the Hono^^* East 
India Company att ffort St. George, hauing bin both an eare and eye witness 
of severall seditious and treasonable words and practises, spoken and acted by 
Jeremy Sambrooke and William Dawes, ffactors at the said ffort in the 
aforesaid Company doe declare and am ready to confirme as well upon my owne 


^ In a letter of Foxcroft’s written 15th Septr. 1668, after his release, he 
says (0.0. 3219) : 

“ It’s now out of doubt that Sir Edward’s title of Barronet was assumed, 
it being wholy left out in his Majesties Commission, &ca., and only the title of 
Knt. mentioned.” 

He appears in Courthope’s Knights, as: 

“ Edward WiNTOHR of Lidney, Gloucestershire, Kn,, 13 Feby., 1661-2, a 
Captain in the E. I. Service, and Govr. of Fort St. George : died at Batter- 
sea.” 

He is not in the list of baronetcies, existing or extinct. 

2 O.C. 3082. 
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personall Oatli as by tbe Oathes of severall persons tlien present as followetb, 
vizt : — 

1. That tlie said Jeremy Sambrooke and W*”' Dawes on Thursday last being 
the fowerteenth day of this present September 1665) did in the presence of 
Charles Proby Merchant, and Perancis Chuseman Capt. of the said flfort 
affirme that the present Agent George Ppoxoroet was above reach, and not 
lyahle to be charged with treason against his Majestie during the time of his 
Agentship. 

“ 2. That the said Jeremy Sambrooke and Dawes did at the same 
time and place in the Eeort aforesaid peremptorily deny to take my depositions 
against the severall seditions and treasons charged then upon George Peox- 
CROET and Nathaniell Peoxcroet his son by Edward Winter Knt. and 
Barronett, although the said depositions were by mee said Simon Smythes 
freely and voluntarily offered to be Confirmed and make good upon Oath before 
them. 

“ 3. That I the said Simon Smythes being not permitted to be deposed upon 
Oath before them, they refusing to administer it me, to make good the said 
seditious and treasonable words and practices, which I was ready to prove and 
make good against the said George Feoxoroet was (by the instigation of the 
said Jeremy Sambrooke), and the ioynt order of him and George Poxgroet, 
detayned prisoner, and not permitted to goe out of the ffort, and confined to my 
chamber, without any reason that was alleadged or pretended for the same. 
Witnesse my hand this sixteenth day of the month of Septr ; Anno Domini 
1665. 

Simon Smythes*’* 

Co;pie of Joseph Ffakley’s Deposition against George eeoxcroet, 
(September 13th 1665.)^ 

I Joseph Pearley ffactor for the Honohle : East India Company in 
Peort St. George on the Coast of Choromandell, being required to speake, 
depose what I knowe and personally heard concerning severall seditious and 
treasonable words spoken by George Peoxcroft Agent for the said Honoble: 
Company in said Peort St. George in the month of August 1666 doe declare 
and am ready to testifie upon Oath as f olloweth vizt ; 

“That the above named George Ppoxcroet, Agent, being present at the 
same time and place of our usuall dineing within the said ffort about the 
middle of the month of August in the yeare of our Lord 1665 did in my hearing 
Checke Simon Smythes minister at the Ffort aforesaid, and expressly forbad 
him to speake any more when he was opposing and contradicting his son 
Nathaniedl Peoxcroft in those two seditious and treasonable assertions of 
of his then spoken vizt : 

‘‘ 1 : That the said Nathaniell Peoxcroft was obliged to maintaine his 
private interest before the Kings. 

“ 2 : That the said Nathaniell Peoxcroft was bound to obey or serve the 
King noe longer then he could protect him. 

“ 3 : And further I doe declare and am ready to confirme upon Oath that the 
said George Peoxcroft Agent in the same usuall place of dineing (though at 
another time, yet in the said month of August in the Yeare of Our Lord 1665) 
did at Table publiquely say that he had purchased an estate in or nigh 


1 O.C. 3073. 
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Totnesbe in the County of BEiroisr to the value of twenty thousand pounds, for 
which had not receaued as yet twenty thousand pence though doubted not but 
in short time, either himself or his eyres should enioy it. 

“ 4 : And further I doe declare that the said Ceoege Feoxcboft Agent, did 
assert after that his son Nathaniell Feoxceoet had maintained that the 
present King of England had no other title to his Crowne then that of Conquest, 
that the present Padre Simon Smythes could not prove that any King in 
Christendome had any Title to his Crown but by Conquest. 

“Joseph Efardet.’’ 

“ Sworne this 16bh September 1665 in the presence of the Eight Worshippfnll 
Sr: Edward Winter K"^: and Earronett, Mr. Charles Proby, and 
Capt. Francis Chuseman. 

“ Sworne before ns the day abouesaid (chI^l “sSob™’ 

Letter from Mr. Jeremy Sambrooke, dated in Fort St. G-eorge, 9fch 
November 1665.^ 

‘^On the 16 September at prayer-time in the Morning was apointed for the 
time at which notice was given to the Agent, just as Chuseman was coming 
up, that there was some stirr among the Soldiers, itt being just prayer time, I 
was going up to church along with Mr. Proby having only a small Eapier in 
my hand (according to the Oustome and Order in the Port) and hee the like. At 
my coming to Church not seeing the Agent as yet come down, I went up to his 
Chamber, just at my coming to his doore I heard some that were in the gallery, 
cry out that the Soldiers were in Armes with their Swordes drawne, the Agent 
hearing that, and that their Swordes were drawne, went downe the Stayres, with 
his Sworde drawne. I followed him with mine drawne, and Mr. Dawes he 
followed mee j coming to the Staires foote, wee saw all the Soldiers drawne out, 
and that sickman Chdseman, with those of the Plott about him, in the 
Head of them, with Pistolls cockt, and swords drawne in their hands. Hee and 
some of the Company crying out ‘ for the King’, some of them * fire’, and some 
of them * knock them down’, the rest of the Soldiers knowing not of their Inten- 
tions, were drawne out, and stood still behind them with their Armes. The 
Agent passed forward to Chuseman to demand an account of what he did, 
whose only answer was to meete him with his Sworde, discharging bis pistoll at 
him, and with all his might made at his head, and closing with the Agent flung 
him downe, severall Pistolls were discharged against us, though Cod be thanked 
none mortally wounded but Mr. Dawes ; wee were no sooner come downe, but in 
an instant the Agent was downe, and Mr. Dawes though he stood still by me on 
the staires having not so much as his Sword drawne j I seeing the Agent falne, 
went with my sword drawne to helpe him against the treacherous villaine Chuse- 
HiftB- (s-ic, obliterated) (being as it were stunned at the sudaines of their Actions) 
who seeing mee coming left the Agent to make at mee, to the best of my remem- 
brance I made two passes at him, and hee at mee without any hurt, till closing 
with him, I received my wounds from others, and was knockt downe, ffor Mr. 
Kathaniell he came down without any Armes, but seeing hia father falne 
slipt into hia chamber, being just at the Stayres foot, got his Pistolls, and at 
a back door goeing out, came out and made at Chdsbman, without doeing 
execution, wee being all wounded and falne before he got round ; upon that, they 


1 0.0. 3099. 
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gott the Agent and carried him away, and lockt him up in a Tby hole, where they 
use to put their fowle Dishes, and other Rubbish, I hearing the Doctor was in 
the Church got up, and went thither, but not finding him there, was going 
downe but had lost so much blood that I was forced to call for helpe to get into 
iny Chambre.” 

From Court'^s letter to Fort St. Georde, 7th December 1669. 

Upon severall hearings before the right honble : a Committee of the Lords 
of his Majesties most Honoble; Privy Oounsell, concerning Mr. George Fox- 
CROET, his sonn, and Edward Winter as to their acting in India and 
matters in controversy arrising therefrom, and a report made by them to his 
Majestic, hath produced his Majesties order, Copie whereof we send you herewith, 
As also the Comission mentioned therein, by which order you may take notice it 
is his Majesties pleasure that Mr. Nathaniell Foxcboet doe return for Eng- 
land, by these shipping, and Mr. George FoxcROETonr Agent is to remaine in 
India, vntill the next yeares Shipping that shall be sent out after these that are 
now goeing, and that Sr. Edward Winter doe return by these shipping, or 
then come home with Agent Foxoroet, and in the meane while that he bee 
permitted to live peaceably without disturbance. Amd by the Commission you will 
find that S, W*" : Langhorne, Mr. Mohun, Mr. Hynmbrs, and Mr. Smith- 
son, or any three of them are apointed to examine all matters in difference vpon 
Oath and what goods they shall find hath bin seized upon, of S'. Edward 
Winters, that they doe restore them to him, or the value thereof vpon the 
place, and that what goods or other Estate Sr: Edward Winter hath of 
ours, that he restore them, or the value thereof vpon the place, vnto which 
order and Comission for more certeinty wee referr you, and require that you 
give full complyance thereto on our part, so as it bee also complyed with on Sr- 
Edward Winters part. And call the Comissioners together and deliver the 
Comission to them to act thereupon, which we hope S'. William Lang- 
HOBNE and Mr. Mohun, Mr. Hynmers, and Mr. Smithson, as good con- 
science doth oblige them, will take espetiall care, duly and thoroughly to 
examine all matters in difference,’’ etc. etc. . . . ** ffor what concernes personall 
controversies, wee forbeare to write anything, for that they will find out the 
truth thereof by examination vpon the place. But for our demands of repara- 
tions and restorations from S'. EdW/Ard Winter, so farr as wee are yet 
informed, (they) will arise vpon the debt be owed us when he came from India, 
the severall overcharges of his during the time of his Agency, compositions made 
with Tymonah &c. for former wrongs, which he hath not brought to accompt, 
Iregular charges and expenses, undue abatements on goods, after sold, and for 
not bringing to Accompt the profitt on goods sold” (etc. etc.) . . . 

“ And wee require you to give Sir Edw: Winter all lawfull assistance for re- 
covering in of his debts, and that he be permitted to live peaceably and quietly with- 
out disturbance, And in what ship he shall desire to come home in, that you give 
direction for his reasonable accomodation befitting his quallity, and that he be 
permitted to invest what stock he hath, in any fine goods not prohibited. . . 

(Another paragraph directs passages to be granted to Mrs. Smythes 
and her family ; another cares for the goods of Mr. Oiiuseman, and 
for the passage of his wife and children, and the provision of employ- 
ment for Mr. Ciiuseman’s son William.) 

Jeremy Samhrooke returned to England with Mr. Foxcroft, arriving 
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in tlie summer of 1672, as appears from an entry in the Court Book of 
3rd July : 

Mr. George Foxcroft late Agent at Fort St. George, and Mr Jeremy 
Sambrook being returned from. India, did this day present themselves to the 
Court.” 

Mr. Sambrooke, some years after his return to England, became a 
member of the Court of Committees, Ae., a Director of the Company. 
His first election took place 21st April 1677,^ and thereafter freq[uently 
up to 1698, when he lost his election, and did not stand again. He was 
in the Court when William Hedges was selected to go as Agent to 
Bengal in 1681, and as he had married one of the Vanacker family, 
sister to Mrs. William Hedges, it was probably through his influence 
that the appointment was made. Mr. Sambrooke was knighted on 
board the Earl of Berkeley’s Ship, 31st January 1682.^ 

He died 27th April 1705.3 Kespecting his son Sir Samuel Yanacker 
Sambrooke, Bart., see a note at p. xxvi supra. 

There is a letter from Sir Jeremy to Governor Pitt in the volumes 
of letters received by the latter which are in the British Museum 
(Addl. MSS. No. 22,861, f. 71) : 

‘^Sr: 

“ I received yours of the 21st September 1700 : per the jEfoaoZaad. I have 
not been of the Committee (nor intend ever more to be), since Mr, Boone, Mr. 
CouLSON &ca. and myselfe, 18 in all of us, were left out about 4< yeares agoe. 

“ The New Company and the old are so intrigued that I am glad I am out, and 
have nothing to doe in the management thereof. 

“ I send you enclosed open, my letter to Shacka Seraitpa, advising of a clock 
sent him from me, which I would desire you to deliver to him, or his Son j upon 
their promise to you, never to send anything more to me, without I write to them 
for it, and if they will not soe promise you, Pray dispose it for me as you 
please, 

“ I am in hopes before I close this letter the two Companies will agree. It is 
the desire of the King, and Nation in general, that they should, and of this I 
am sure ; and have and will promote it as much as I can. 

“I have some months past married my son to the Eldest Daughter of the Rt i 
Hble : the Lord Keeper (S’" : Nathan Wright) who is a friend to your friends 
(without naming of them) as well as to me. 

“Lno. 19th November 1701. 

“ Since writing the above the two Companies are agreed, of which you will 
have a full account. Your good friend Mr. Coulson was lately so ill that he 
was given over ; but it hath pleased God to restore him. Pray positively forbid 
Seraupa for sending anything for mee, and desire the Captaines &ca. not to 


^ See Note Book, p, 27. 

^ Le Neve’s Baronets, MS. iu the College of Arms, The Earl of Berkeley 
was long a member of the Court of Committees. Sir Jeremy lived in Basing- 
hall Street (see Life of Dudley Novtlij hi, 101). 

3 Luttrell’s Diary, v, 545. 
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receive anytHng from him, or any other person, to hee sent to me. I wish you 
all health and happiness, and a safe returne to England, and remaine yr oblidged 
friend and servant, 

Jeremy Sambrooke. 

“ London 5th Eebruary 1701’* (-2). 


SOWDON, JAMES (miscopied Lowdon^ p. 147 of Diary). 
Arrived as writer, 1678 ; at Patua as 2nd of Council, 1686 ; in 1691, 
chief of Bencoolen factory in Sumatra ; dissensions between him and 
his Council led to confusion, and he was displaced. 


STANLEY, HENRY. Chief at Balasore when the troubles broke 
out in 1686, and after the pacification went with Mr. Mackrith as 
Charnock’s harbinger to the Bay, and re-occupied the post at Hugh. 

Mr. John Hill writes from Balasore, 30th July 1690 : 

“ I was received by both (the Governor and the Dewan) with great respect, 
the former at my request Immediately ordered the Gong to be beat declaring the 
renovation of the usuall privileges of the ENaniSH. The acclamation of the 
people through all the streets I passed Expressed a great deale of Contentment 
at the News. The Governor was angry with Mr. Stanley and Mr. Mackrith 
for coming no further than the Dutch Pylott berth within the Barr and then 
suddainly returning without any reason as if they came to play at Bo Peep. ...” 

Stanley and Mackrith write from Hugh a fortnight later (16th 
August) : 

“The Governor of Hugly has not yett concluded that our Shipping should 
come above Tanna Fort, therefore least your Worshipp &ca; should bee there 
affronted by the Tannadar .... We shall immediately send to the Governor to 
acquaint him with your Worships &ca. arrival!.* * 

Job seems to have been in want of the simplest equipment when he 
arrived at Chatanati, and the same person wrote four days later : 

“ Those necessaries your worship &ca. gave us a note of are such of them as 
are ready to bee had, herewith sent, vizt: 1 pr. of Gurras, lOas. per pces.^ 3 
large Dishes of our owne Stores from Madrass, 1 dozen of Trencher plates 
belonging to Mr. Croke, such as he sold for 2| imps: per the rest shall 

follow ’* 

Mr. Stanley returned to Balasore, and some years later very serious 
charges were brought against him, though I have not found the result. 
By a letter of 4th Feby. 1697-8, addressed to Governor Pitt of Fort 
St, George, and President Eyre of Bengal, the Court commissioned 
them to inquire into these charges : 

‘‘ We have lately been informed that severall great Embezzlements to our 
prejudice were made during the War in Bengall, and particularly that 


^ Perhai)S rjdrlid, a coarse cotton cloth, as at p. cclxv. 
^ Gorge f ‘‘a score.” 
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Mr. Staklet, our present Chief at Ballasobe, had a hand in conveying away 
into the Dutch ffactory two chests of Treasure during the Embroil at Hugh- 
liEYj which were never since heard of . . . and forasmuch as it becomes ns to 
en(inire into these informations} and that it may cause too great Animosityes 
and heart burnings among our Servants in Bengall for them alone to make so 
strict an Inquisition as the case requires, We have resolved to commit the 
Examination of the whole to your two particular cares and province . . // 


THOMAS, JOHN. (See Diary, p. 117.) Arrived in 1668 as an 
apprentice on a year. Merchant in 1679, and 3rd of Council at 
Iliigli. A year or two lafcer Mr. Thomas went to England ill, and 
deranged in mind. The Court wrote to Fort St. George, 15th Feb- 
ruary 1681-2 ; 

We shall return to you again Mr. John Thomas, in the quality of a Mer- 
chant, and at the Salary of 30 i- per annum. He lately arrived from the Bay in 
a weak and poor condition, having been cruelly and inhumanly abused by Mr. 
Vincent there. 

“ He hath the Gbntue language, ^ so if you think fit you may send him for 
one of the first you send to Gyngeblbe, and the last of Councill, because he 
hath been distracted, and it may be his distemper may return, but his desire is 
to be as farr as he can from his Wife.” 

And on the same date, to Bengal : 

“ By Mr. John Thomas who is now arrived from the Bay, we have accompt 
(among other wicked actions) of Mr. Vincent, that he hath practised Diahoii- 
call arts with the Braminees and others on the Bay, for betwitching him, the 
said Mr. Thomas, and afterwards the better to fulfill his lustfull desires with 
his Wife, did chain him, the said Thomas, to a Stake, and exercise other 
inhuman cruelty upon him. We the rather give you this advice that our Agent 
and Councill and others under their direction may the better prevent and avoid 
the said Vincent exercising charmes, or useing poyson, by securing him a safe 
custody from conversing with any of the said Witches or other Natives, and 
return us a fall accompt of all the said Vincents barbarities and other cruelties 
to the said Thomas and others, since his being in the Bay, as well as Ms frauds 
and abuses put upon us, all which let be sent us fully proved and attested by a 
competent nnmher of persons.” 

And in Court Booh, under 23rd October 1682, we read : 

*'Mr. John Thomas was now elected to serve the Company as a factor at 
the Salary of 403/. a year, and in regard of his experience in the Gentue and 
Bobttjgeez Languages he is appointed to be 3d. Supra Oargoe on the Qarolina 
in the present Voyage for China next Mr. Holmes, and to be 3d, also in Coun- 
cill in such ffactory as shall be settled in China. And it is ordered that 201- be 
given to him as a gratuity for his past services, and 51. for his fresh provisions, 
and he ia_ permitted to ship out 500 pieces of 8, 2 chests of Wearing apparell, 


1 This generally means Telugu ; and this application is confirmed here by 
the reference to “ Gyngerlee,” the name by which the Telinga coast above 
Hasulipatam is generally known in the records of the seventeenth century. 
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one Harrell Lyme Water, 40 gallons of Brandy, one Escritore, and 2 pair of 
Pistols freiglit free.’’ 

Hedges incidentally notices these ships bound for China, and the 
presence, on one of them, of ‘‘ one Mr. Thomas, who was distracted.’’ 


THREDER, JOHN. Arrived as writer in 1676 ; 3rd of Council at 
Kdsimb^z&ir in 1679. He and Richard Barker came repeatedly under 
the suspicion with Hedges of exactions of silk from the native merchants 
and weavers, but without any conclusion, and they seem to have had 
Charnock’s protection. But some time after Hedges’ displacement, in 
October 1686, a native writer formerly in Threder’s emjiloyment gives 
into the Kasimbazar Council a paper in Persian alleging details as to 
Threder’s having at various times carried out of the Factory sums amount- 
ing to lis, 47,000. Accusations were also brought against him of gross 
overcharges, and of taking a skein of silk on each draft, etc. 

On this the Kdsimbtizar consultation records : 

“The Chief of the Factory (t.e., Ohahkoce) was not then in a condition to 
discover any of these frauds, by reason he had no other of Ooiincill but Mr. 
Catchpoole and Mr. Thbbdee, who were comhin’d together, besides they were 
great favourites of Mr. Yietcent and the Agent Redoes, who were his great 
enimyes, and it will appear that the Chief found enough to doe when he dis- 
covered Mr. Catchpooles trading with Interlopers, Agent Hedges giving no 
assistance therein, but rather connived at it, and opposed him in all things, as 
appears by said Agent Hedges violent actions towards the Chief when he came 
last up to Cassumbazar, where he abused him in the heighesfc measure imagin- 
able, and it will appear that the Chief being suspitious of wrong done the Bt: 
Honhle. Company in the Warehouse did advise Mr. Beard thereof when Second 
of Hugly, and desired an honest Person might he appointed. 

I cannot make out that Threder was dismissed, though he had appa- 
rently left K^simbdzdr before the date of this inquiry. He is repeatedly 
mentioned as present at Mergui, at the time of the expedition of Capt. 
Anthony Weltden in 1687.^ 


TRENCHFEILD,3 RICHARD. Nominated Writer Novr. 1670 ; 
arrived 1672. Factor 1677; in 1676, at Balasore; in 1670 is 2nd of 
factory at Malda ; 19th Novr. 1680, Mrs. Trenchfeild is permitted to 
take passage on the Company’s shipping to the Fort, “she paying the 
charge of her transportation.” Trenchfeild is repeatedly mentioned by 


^ Book of Consultations of Cassumbazar Factory, in I, 0. Records, 

2 See the printed paper in B. M., quoted under Francis Davenport. 

2 The name is usually written thus, not only by others but by h i m self. 
By a misreading, throughoxit the Hedges' Diary it has been printed French- 
field, and the same mistake is made by Mr. Talboys Wheeler in his Madras 
in the Olden Time (i, 246), and in the MS. Index of O.C. Papers in India Office, 



CClxxXVi BIOGRAPHICAL AND OTHER ILLUSTRATIONS; 


Hedges, and was a member of Ms Council at HiigH. He was, as we 
Lave seen, with Oharnock through the events of 1686-8 on the Hhgli, 
and played a somewhat prominent part (supra ^ pp, Ixyiii-ix) ; but he 
did not get on well with Job (who probably complained of him to Sir 
Josia Child, ??iore suo)^ and this apparently was enough to condemn him 
in the Court’s eyes. Their principle of trusting the Chief (in Charnock’s 
case) was good, though we may doubt whether Charnock personally 
deserved all the trust reposed in him. They write to Bengal, 27th 
August 1688 : 

“ Mr. Tbenghfield was coming home before the late war began, and we have 
heard holds no good correspondence with onr Agent Mr. Chabnock, and we 
have paid so dear for yonr factions formerly, that altho we have a respect for Mr. 
Tbenchvielb we dare Suffer no new Pactions to hud or sprout up against our 
Agent, whom since we dare trust in the head of our husinees in Bengall we are 
resolved to trust him thoroughly, having reaped excellent fruit from that method 
in the great confidence we have reposed in our Generali S^ John Child, and 
therefore we do hereby discharge Mr. Tbencheield from our Service at present, 
giveing bim leave to return for Engl and, or reside at Pobt St, Geobge, in the 
quality of a free Merchant, at his own discretion.” 

The dismissal of Teenchpeild was evidently ordered with some com- 
punction, and the Court recur to the subject in a letter of 15th Peby, 
1688-9, remarking on his close alliance with Mr. Littleton and those 
who crossed all Charnock’s affairs. If Mr. Trenchfeild desire it, 
they will authorise the General to take him to the Bay, and if he can 
there perfect reconciliation with Chaenock, Trenchfeild may 

be employed again : 

'‘But if our Generali doubts that, we would not have him on any faint hopes, or 
anything less than a perfect assurance, make such a dangerous experiment.” . . , 

And then follows a passage quoted on p. Ixxvi, above. Chaenock, too, 
speeds the parting colleague with the condemnation quoted on p. Ixxxvi. 

Thenceforward Ternchfeild seems to have traded from Madras as 
his head quarters. We find him temporarily employed in 1692 under 
the government of President Yale, and with him Mr. John Pitt, as 
envoys carrying a petition for certain concessions at Madras, with pre- 
sents to Asad Khan, the Vizir of the Empire, then encamped in the 
- neighbourhood of Gingi (properly Chenji),^ 


^ Sir John Child, who had been ordered to proceed to settle matters at 
Madras and in Bengal (see Bruce^ ii, 620), but was not able to carry out this 
project previous to his death, 4th Peby. 1689-90. 

2 See Court’s letter to the Port, 3rd Jany, 1693-4 ; and Talboys Wheeler’s 
Madras in the Olden Time^ i, 246-7 . Oddly enough this mission is also men- 
tioned in ZuttrelVs Diary, under date 1st Novr. 1692; 

“The Governor and Councill of Madeas and St. Geobge, finding the 
Mogul’s son likely to prevail, have sent Mr. Trenchfeild and Mr. Pitt, two 
merchants, with a good present to him in goods” (ii, 606). 
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In 1699 again the Court wrote (SOth December) tliat Mr. Trench- 
feild’s friends acquaint them that he had a prospect of being appointed 
Governor of Fort St. David, and they make no objection. Before 
this letter was written Richard Trenchfeild had died at Madras 
(about 3rd October). He had been nominated by the New Company as 
one of their Council in Bengal (see under Littleton), though it seems 
doubtful if he had himself any cognisance of such nomination. 

In a letter to Mr. Proby at Madras, dated Metchlepatam, 
November 9th, 1699, John Pitt, President for the New (English) 
Company, and Consul at that place, writes : 

“ I am heartily sorry for the loss of our good Friend Mr. Trenchpield and 
pitty his Lady ; my real service to her.” 

We have also a correspondence between Trenchfetld and Pitt 
(who was the same person who had been associated with Trenciipeild 
in 1692), a few weeks before the death of the former : 

From Consul John Pitt to Richard Trenctifeild. 

Dated, ‘‘Metchlepatam, Aug. 30, 09”. ^ 

‘‘ Dl Trenchfeild^ 

“ Sl Either you are more under the lash now than ever, that you have 
not the liberty to write to an old Acquaintance and friend, or else my good oivill 
gentle kinsman^ ingrosses all the papers, for I had an Elaborate one from him 
two dayes ago which I have now answered and sent him and Councill a copy of 
my commission and an order to them to publish it in all their settlements as you 
see by the Inclos’d copys sent you, least they Shou’d conceal this which I am apt 
to beleive they will. But they had best have a care and not carry the jest too 
farr. Let Bro*^. Afelack, Bro^ Charles^ and the rest of our Friends view both 
and give me notice how it relishes, I have a mind to doe some business near you 
if you can give me any encouragement, and let whome you will mannage it. 
What if you did it your self and Joyn this with Bro^: Afplack if you have noe 
mind of the Service you can advise a little. Wee shall want a good honest man 
and well experienced in the JDuharrs to accompany our Embassador when he 
comes up the Coast, and assist him in his Journey and at Court, and indeed to 
mannage the whole Embassy by his Excellency’s directions, for he has not the 
Lingo him self. Give me your opinion who you think fittest for’t. Will send 
you a Chest of Wine by the Nephme^ t’other chest is in the Bay. You must get 
and send me a Collection of all the PMrmaundes and NeisJianSf and other grants 
and Priviledges The Eng-ltsh Nation ever had from the MoGUEii, King of 
Golcondah, or any other Prince for Surratt, Bbngall and all the Coast, 
and what you think may be fitt to ask, write in full and your whole sense and 


1 0.0, 6720. 

- I suppose the “ Dear Brothei*” implies that they were freemasons ; or is it 
only a sign of tlieir old camaraderie 1 It will be seen at the end he styles 
Ml’S. Trenchfeild his Comadre, 

^ Governor Thomas Pitt. ^ Probably C. Fleetwood. 
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Judgment upon’t tliat it may Ibe ready against Ms LordsMp’s Arrivall that he 
may not be Mistaken in his demands. 

“ My service to my Comadre 

and Friends, I am yours 

“ J. P.-' 

We have Trexchfeild’s reply to Consul John Pitt in the follow- 
ing 

‘ ‘ A copy of some Paragraphs taken out of a letter /rom Mr. TrenohfieIiD, 
dated Sept : 15, 99” (from Madras) 

“ Honourable S'. 

I cannot Judge by what misfortune my Letters to you should fail come- 
ing to your hands . . . takeing all the ways I thought proper to secure their Safe 
Passage Should any design he to Stop them, tho’ hithertoo I have not heard your 
kinsman has bin guilty of any Such Practice which I have often heard him protest 
against. 

Last night I received your Letter, and the Peon requesting an immediate 
answer, I cannot advise you. I have shewn the Papers to those you direct me to 
Shew them. But I may assure you your papers to the Governour has not bin 
kept private, but much discours’d of, and you blaim’d for Tntermedling with the 
old Oompanys affairs : you have nothing to doe till the time limited by Act of 
Parliament is expier’d. This is the Generali discourse here, and I think not 
much unreasonable, nor do I beleive your commission will be publickly read 
here. 

“ How to supply you with a person Capable to accompany the Embassador to 
Court and assist him I know not, their being in my judgment noe person here any 
ways fitted for such a Charge but Mr. Braddtll, who I am sure will not 
accept thereof, and designs home. ’Tistrue here is one Mr. Ravenhill who 
understands the MooRS Language very well. But I think not the Persian, 
But I cannot think him Capacitated for Such an Imploy, bat might Serve for In- 
terpreter for the Moors. 

He is dismis’d the Oompanys service, being sent from BengAll as a person 
given up to Slotb and negligence, and at Present in great want. You ought to 
have one well verst in Persian, and a Moor or an Armenian for Vaqueel or 
Linguist for thembassador, but here is none in this place fit for that charge. 

“ You cannot be insensible that ’tis Impossible for me to procure the Phir. 
maundsy neichansy and Priviledges given onr Nation for this and other Settle- 
ments in India without the Governours Order. I am glad to find you think 
pi’opper to have directions in Such cases against the Embassadors arrivall, a 
thing, I think, absolutely necessary, being really of oppinion that unless due 
care be taken and the Embassador sufficiently Instructed into our Circumstances 
he may, instead of doeing the Nation Service, Euine the Trade. I must own 
that being for now about five years out of the Oompanys Service, ^ and having 
Spent good part of that time in Voyages, and being witball a Suspected Person 
to the Governour of this place, 


1 O.C. 6733. 

2 He evidently does not count from liig ordered dismissal in 1689 ; or 
perhaps that dismissal was never carried out. 
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have never concern’d my Self about their AffaireSj and forgett many 
perticulars in Bengall, and Ignorant of allmost all here ; however, I shall, 
by next conveniency, give my apprehensions and thoughts as they occur to my 
memory, and have just now received Invitations to attend the Embassador^ on 
board, who came into the road this morning ; if I can get leave I shall attend 
him there. But hope some method may be taken for his comeing ashoar, 
where he may be fully informed what is propper to be done at court in relation 
to this place. But should it not happen that he land here, I think it absolutely 
necessary that he write the Governour and Oouncill for their advice about his 
proceedings at Oonrt about this and other settlements here, which I heleive may 
be not much better circumstanced than in Bengalii, not having any confirma- 
tiou of our Priviledges from the MogulIi since his conquest of Goloondah j 
and, by what I understand of the hloGtrLLS Temper, ’tis dangerous to run our- 
selves possessours^ of any Eortifications in his dominions, which he has con- 
stantly refus’d to admitt of. And should he order their demolishment, know 
not how ’twill be avoided but by work consequence to warr to be a totall Euine 
to the trade but I shall not insist on this now, designing to be more full by 
the next. 

X hope yon will not forget my Chest of wine, and have, with my wife’s 
respects, only to assure you, etc., “Eic : Tbenchfeied.” 

Richard TRENCiiFErLD, though he did not escape the almost 
general fate of dismissal from the Company’s service, quits the field 
with no stain, so far as we know, on his character. He writes like 
a gentleman and a moderate man, with no malice against the Old 
Company whom he had served ; and his differences with Job Char- 
nock, for which the Court reproach him, had probably most ample 
justification. 


UDALL, Captain HENRY. This ship-captain is mentioned 
several times in the Diary of Pledges (see Index'), 

There is, among the India Records, an autograph letter of Captain 
Udall, commanding the Herder^ dated Bancop (Bankok), August 26th, 
1686 (O.C. 5516), followed by another letter from G-eorge Petty, 
dated Sept, 15th, and addressed to Mr. John Rea, apparently the 
brother-in-law of Capt. Udall, and left by him in charge of the 
Herhert at the mouth of the river of Siam. The last letter reports, 
without particulars, the murder of Gapt. Udall by the “Mocosses” 
(Macassars) on the preceding day. A letter from Mr. Rea to some one 
in the India House, dated Siam, 26th October 1686 (O.C. 5529), says : 

The 23d (August) came to An Anker in Siam bay j and this Afternoon our 
Captain went away for Siam ...... the ISfch day of September I received A 


1 Sir William Norris, who was sent out as King William’s ambassador to 
the Great Mogul, but at the instigation and expense of the New Company. 

2 Professours” in the copy. 

3 Here also there seems some misreading in the copy. 
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letter wlaich brougM tLe unfortunate and onliappy News of my Tbrotlier Capt. 
Henry Uball, Commander of tlie Eerhert, Being killed the 14tli Ditto, in A 
fight against A paasell of Eebbells to the King of Siam called Moccasses.” . . . 

A letter again from Fort St. George Council to Sir John Child and 
Council at Surat, dated 20th Deer. 1686 (O.C. 5544), states that Capt. 
Udall had been killed in defending the King of Siam against an 
insurrection, but gives no more explanation. This letter, however, 
affords an addition which, in an unexpected fashion, recalls certain 
incidents related of medieval Italian war : 

“Mr. Coates also, seeking to make his escape, or some way or other 
accidentally, rnnn into a Boggy place, where {heing all in Armour') sunck 
down into it, and taken np dead.” 

In the Neio Accozmt of the East Indies^ by Capt. Alexander Hamilton 
(vol. ii, chap, xlvii), a curious story is told of the repeated exlmmation 
of Capt. Udall’s body ; but the author does not seem to have been 
aware of the circumstances of his death. 


VINCENT, MATHIAS. Entertained as Factor 4th Novr. 1661 ; 
arrived in India in 1662 ; Senior Merchant in 1670. In 1678 (and per- 
haps earlier) Chief of Hiigli Factory. A charge was brought against 
Vincent of having caused, in 1673, the death of Kugo Podar, a native 
broker attached to the Factory, a. case investigated by Mr. Streynsham 
Master, on his first visit to the Bay, and of which some account has been 
given under his name (pp. ccxxi, ccxxxiv). The Court seem already to 
have been ill-disposed towards Vincent, perhaps with more reason than 
they had in some cases, and they took up this charge as a just one. In 
the Court Book^ 7th November 1681, it is ordered that ‘‘ a humble 
Address be made to his Majesty to bring home the said Vincent in safe 
custody, to answer the same.” This resolution comes some years after the 
Court had received from India the result of the inquiry under Master, 
and had acknowledged it as follows. (To the Bay, dated 12th Deer. 
1677): 

“We note you have acquitted Mr. Vincent from any guilt, both-stsdi^Mr. 
Hallos charge and Buoo Podab’s death. Wee at any time had rathery&xi 
findeour servants innocent then guilty. But one passage in Mr. Vincent’s pro\ 
ceedings wee cannot pass by without noteing it, and that was that dureing the tim e 
of the Tryall he sent to Annuntbam, warning him to be sure to speak the truth, 
which if he did he should have Jmployment and livelihood, and if he did not pe 
should spoil himself and his livelihood, and all should he lost, which persons C( 
cerned ought not to have done.” 

But it is probable that this revival of the charge of homicide by the 
Court was promoted by accusations against the Chief of another char- 
acter, which always exasperated them, that is, of dealing with Interlopers 
and of unfaithfulness to his masters. The man who could he guilty of 
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this could be guilty of anything, c.y., of homicide, of witchcraft, and poi- 
soning, as we have seen in the preposterous paragraphs quoted under John 
Thomas. The charge of unfaithfulness which led to Vincent’s dismissal 
at the time of Hedges’ appointment, repeatedly occurs in the records, and 
has been recited in the extracts from the commission issued to Hedges 
(supra^ p. xv). Another accusation, probably too well founded, is con- 
tained in the following. (Letter to Bengal, 18th Novr. 1681) : 

irpon examination, we do find that Mr. Mathias Vincbnt during the time 
of his chief ship at Huohley hath appropriated to his use under pretence of 
l>ustuTeyi or allowance for Brokage, or otherwise for keeping the acoomptg, two 
and half p. cent., which hath been paid him hy the Buyers of all our Silver and 
pieces of 8*., over and above the severall prices which he hath brought to 
accompt in our bookes, which amounts to a great sume of money .... for that 
he hath openly and puhliquely at HuaHny owned this his Cheat of Dusturey, 
saying that it was his due,” .... 

Again, in letter to Bengal of 20th September 1682 : 

“ Though we account Mr. Vihcents putting our Dustorein his own pocket 
no other wise than robbing our cash of so much money, yet in regard of the 
usage of that countrey, we think it may not he amiss to continue the taking of 
it, bringing it aU into the Oompanys Cash, as Mr. Charnook has done this 
year past.” 

And in the same letter : 

‘‘ We are by too many ways assured that we have been miserably abused by 
Vincent in the buying of our goods, not only in Hxtglt, But by his Complices 
in all other Tactorys of the Bat, both in selling our Bullion andlhuying of our 
Goods, pray take efPectuall and diligent heed to have all such injuries remedied 
for the future.” 

The Surat Council write to the Court, 10th April 1683, ^ as hearing 
by advises from Bengalla,” of 

^‘Your Conntrey (4. e., Native) servants beaten hy the Government (i.e., the 
Mahommedan authorities), and money forced from them, in such manner that all 
are afraid to serve. The interlopeing Shipps neare folly laden by the means of 
your false Servant Vincent . . . Vincent intends for England on the Crowne, 
he and Pitts talks at a Strange rate, give out that Your Honours are broke, 
and they Chiefea for a new Company. Wee hope they will meet with a due 
reward for contemning his Majesties Charter.” 

Pledges does not record the fact of Vincent’s departure with Pitts”, 
that defiant interloper who, after various re-appearances in that capacity 
in the Ganges Delta, turned up at Madras in 1698, in the character of 
governor, the zealous servant of the Old Company, and the unrelenting 
enemy of their rivals. But he mentions the departure of Pitt himself 
in the Crown^ and doubtless Vincent was on board with his ill-gotten 
gain. We have met with no further notice of him ; and as there is no 


// 2 


1 O.C. 4925. 
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indication of hits existence in tlie copious collection of Pitt’s correspond- 
ence when Governor, it is probable that lie was dead before 1698. 
Nor does Reappear anywhere, I think, in connection with the New Com- 
2)any, wliich presented a Cave of Adullam so attractive to the dismissed 
servants of the Old East India Company. 

We recall the fact mentioned by Hedges in a letter printed above 
(p. xlii), that T. Pitt’s wife was Yincent’s niece. The maiden name of 
Pitt’s wife we know was Innes ; probably Vincent had married' an 
aunt. (See remarks in Part Y.) 


YALE, ELIHU. Nominated writer along with Francis Ellis and 
R. Trenchfeiid 11th Nov. 1670 ; arrived at Fort St. George, 1072 ; 
factor, 1679 ; mentioned by Hedges (p. 183) as of the Council at the 
Fort in 1685. Appointed governor in place of Mr. Gyfford, whom he 
relieved 25th July 1687. 

Mr. Yale’s government lasted for five years, during the last two of 
which he was at daggers-drawn with his Council ; the qiiarrell arising 
originally out of certain charges which were brought against liis brother 
Thomas Yale. These dissensions led the Court to make the appoint- 
ment of Sir John Goldsborough as Commissary-General, and to super- 
sede Mr. Yale by Nathaniel Higginson. 

As usual with the Court in those days, when they had once given a 
man Ms conge^ any stone that was handy was cast after him, and Yale 
runs for some years the customary gauntlet of virulent and malignant 
disparagement. It always begins’ mildly, but advances in a rapid 
crescendo^ which reminds us of one of Marryat’s sea-captains, who used 
to begin an address to one of his officers in terms of the suavest polite- 
ness, but gradually rose to the most abusive and denunciatory expletives. 

They wrote, 22nd Jany. 1671-2 : 

Our late Presidents' desire of sending out an able experienced honest person 
to hear and determine all Controversies between himself e and our Council has 
put us upon the choice of Captain John Golbseokough, whose experience, 
wisdome, and moderation is sufficiently known to all Englishmen that have 
conversed in India., and we thinke is a very honest man.’* 

And again, in the same letter : 

Mr. Yale, our late President, we would have continue at Madbasb until the 
arrival! of our Supervisor Capt; GOLDSBonoirGH, that all Diffierences may he 
fairly adjusted there by the wisdome and Moderation of Capt; Goldsborough, 
that upon Mr, Yale’s returne hither we may have nothing to say to him but to 
bid him welcome home, which is our desire may be done likewise by all other 
persons before their return, which would save them and Us a great deal of 
trouble here.” 

From Court to the Fort, 18th Feby. 1690-91 : 

“We desire President Yale to finish all our affiairs that have been under his 
mannagemeut to our most advantage, and to bring us home ©ur full returne with 
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Mm, or what thereof he can possibly, as Sr: William Langhobne did to his 
own honour and peace, and to our Satisfaction ; and therefore we shall consign 
the next effects to President HiGGiisrsoN' &ca. nominatim according to our Com- 
mission, and in so doing we Shall bid him well come home, hopeing in time that 
he may be as gi’eat a man in the head of our affairs here, as he hath been abroad, 
and be further greatly Serviceable to his Country and the Company.” 

• From Courtis Letter to Foet of 10th April 1693 : 

** Mr. Tale complains very much against Mr. Gray and Mr. Peasbb and 
indeed all hia CounciU, and we should thinke the worse of them if any good men 
of our Gouncill could at any time have pleased him, or have taken complaisance 
in serving the Company under his government, hut that we could never observe 
in any of the honester men we sent to India, particularly Mr. Charnogk, Mr. 
Higginson, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Bigrigg and many others whom Wee could name. 
His Countenance and ffavours alwayes run to another sort of People, such as Mr. 
Trenchfield, Mr. Hicks, Parson Bvance, Cawley, his brother Thomas 
Yale, and many more of that kind we could mention .... He constantly 
complaines no Goods were to be had at the Fort. But we have been told sent 
vast quantities for his owne Account and other Friends to the Manillas, 
Atcheen, the West Coasts, and other Places, and lately by the Orange a prol 
digious quantity of Heckclotha, while we hear of none for the Company, notwith- 
standing the vast Cash he hath had in his hands, of ours for many years.’* . . . 

And again, 3rd Jany. 1693-4 : 

‘‘ We find none of your letters unanswered but that of the 10th Feby. 1691-2, 
and that of the 14th Oct. 1692. The former part of the first letter contains only 
a multitude of complaints against the deceased Agent Charnogk, who was 
always a faithfull Man to the Company, and therefore it is no wonder Mr. Yale 
did not affect him.” 

Sir Stephen Evance also writes to Pitt, under date August 1, 1702;^ 

“ As for President Yale, they were very kind to him at his first comeing, for 
fear the Hew Company got him over to their side, which they endeavoured to 
doe, and offered him a Barronett Ship, treated him at my Lord Keeper’s and 
Lord Halifax’s, but (he) would not betraye his old Masters, went and 
acquainted his Majestie the Trade could not be carried out without a joint 
Stock” . . . 

The Commission superseding Mr. Yale by Mr. Higginson arrived at 
the Fort 23rd Oct. 1692, and took immediate effect. 

Yale some years later appears as an intimate correspondent of 
Governor Pitt. In the letter-books of the latter in the British Museum 
are preserved several of his letters to Pitt, and transcripts of many of 
Pitt’s letters to him. I have quoted under Eyre a passage 'of one of 
the former (dated “London, 12th Feby. 1701-2”), ^ and I now give a 
subsequent passage from the same : 

“ Your good Lady and fair daughter Essex lodg with her sister in our neigh- 


1 B. M. Add. MS. 22,852, No. 6. 

2 Add. MS. 22,851, t 65. 
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IboTirhood, and often make ns kappy with their good Company, but the young 
Lady is now to be settled at tother end of the town for accomplishments of 
Musick, french &ca, and Your Lady, after despatch of the Shipp, designed for 
SALiSBTTitT, where the rest of your Dear family are verry well — May they con- 
tinue Soe to your happy meeting. Pray my cordiall respects and services to 
ingenious Senr. Robebto and your good Selfe” .... 

Extract from Letter to Elihu YALE,/?’om T. Pitt and Daniel Chak- 
DiNji dated Fort George, Feby. Ist 1704-5.2 
#*##### 

“ Your old ffriend Don Theodobe was certainly at great charges to bury his 
Wife ; for which you or Wee could have buryM Twenty. Wee beleive him 
generous, and hope he will prove honest .... 

“ We also take notice how you bemoan the Sale of your garden, both of us 
thinking that outcrys are the fairest Sale not only of houses, but of all commo- 
dities in this place .... Madam Nicks doubtless writes you how she letts out 
your Codowns, and how she repairs your houses is seen to everybody. Wee put 
up your house in town to Outcry, and because it came 90 pagodas Short of your 
orders it lyes unsold.” 

Extract from a very long letter from Governor Pitt to Elihu Yale, 
dated October Srd, 1707 

received your noble Present of a fine Silver Watch and Seales, two 
peices of Drugget and a Choice Canary Bird, but noe Letter upon these ships. I 
am highly obliged to you for the former, but doe assure you a Line from a good 
freind (as I esteeme you) is of farr more value with me, then the greatest offer- 
ings that can be made.” 

There follows much detail as to the events and disturbances following 
the death of the Great Aurengzeeb” ; of the audacious and destruc- 
tive piracies in the Indian Seas, committed by both Europeans and 
Asiatics, and of the disturbances of Madras rising out of the feuds 
between the Right-hand and the Left-hand Castes. A last paragraph 
begins : 

“ I remember in your former letters you hinted to me that the Mogitll 
being then very Ancient and his death hourly expected, 'twould he worth while 
to await the Prodigious harvest of Diamonds that must then he reap’d. I have 
liv’d to see the end of that great Man, but find you have not predicted rightly of 
the event, for I do assure you that diamonds were never so scarce and dear since 
my Arrivall as they are at this time, and purely for the reasons you Judg’d wou’d 
make ’em otherwise .... those who have ’em are unwilling to Part with ’em, 
and mony’d men desirous of Purchasing ’em the’ at dear rates,” etc. 


^ This was a brother of Sir John Chardin, the famous traveller, who was a 
resident at Madras, 

2 B. M. Add. MSS. 22,848, No. 123. 

3 B. M. Add, MSS. 22,850, No. 80. 
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ARBUTHNOT, Captain, see p. Iv. 

I cannot find in the Court Book, or Letter Books, a record of the 
Court’s Kesolution to award the medal to this gallant soldier, whose 
name they would so mangle. But in their letter to Fort St. George 
of 25th Jany. 1687-8, 1 find the following notice of its despatch to 
India by the ship Defence^ Capt. Heath : 

“ In what Package the Sword and Mace to be carryed before onr Generali and 
President, and the Silver Oar to be carryed before the Chief Judge of the Admi- 
ralty, and the two City Maces to be carryed before the Mayor, and Medall for 
Capt. Ae-thbuenet are you will find at the foot of our Invoice, in a large 
wooden chest, being marked J. 

And in the London Gamtit (No. 2270) From Thursday, August 18th, 
to Monday, August 22nd, 1687, there is a detailed account of the events 
at Hugli, abridged from that copied at p. iv siipra^ and terminating 
with the following announcement 

The East India Company, in acknowledgement of the Services they have 
received upon this and the like occasions, have ordered a Gold Chain with a 
Medall to be sent to Captain Aechbuenett, by whose conduct the Fort at 
Heugly was taken.” 

It is very remarkable that this should have appeared in the Gazette 
at such an early date ; whilst in the Court Books and correspondence 
of the Company, though search has been made by Mr. Mayo, as well as 
by me, no notice of the medal has been found, except that noted above 
regarding its shipment to India. 


BRADDYLL, ROGER. 

Extract from Court Book o/15th Jany. lG95(-6). 

“ Oedeeed, that it he referred to the Committee for writing of Letters, to 
incert a Clause in the Company’s Generali to the Coasts and Bay, touching the 
great Debt owing by Mr. Braddyll.” 


1 For this information, and the communication of the extract from the 
Gazette, I am indebted to Mr. J. H. Mayo, Assistant Bccretary in the Mili- 
tary Department of the India Office, 
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This is followed up four months later hy the following right and left 
shots {Court to Bengall, 14th May 1696) : 

“We observe what yon have done with Mr. Peachy, and would have you 
always not only to observe every man that runs out in expences, but to remove 
him as soon as you can from any place of Trust, We having found, by long and 
constant experience, such men unfaithfull to our Service, which gives us more 
than a Snspition of Mr. Bbadeyl, whom we find exceedingly in our Debt, as 
you will be certify’d more particularly . . . and therefore we do hereby, as we 
formerly did, order him to go up to the Peobt, and to be no farther concerned 
in any service for us in Beko-all, and we require you, by any Effects of his or 
otherwise as you can, to secure the Debt he owes us.” 

From a Utter of Governoe Pitt to Elihu Yale, dated Foet St. 

Geoege, ffeby. 21st 

“ Your ffriend Eogbb I tooke into Councill here, and I find him Eogeb still, 
the same troublesome man as he was in Bengall, he reports that Sr; Josiah has 
promised him the succession.” 

The following passage also certainly refers to Braddyll, and shows 
that he went home in 1701 : 

From Goyeenoe T. Pitt to Sie Thomas Cooke, dated Fort St. 

Geoege, Oct. 18, 1701 

“ The man that chiefly disturbed your affairs here, as alsoe wherever he came, 
did as you suppose returne upon the last shipping, full freighted with MalUco 
and inventions of his own j but I doubt not that notwithstanding he thinks him- 
selfe one of the cunningest men in the world, youTl soon find him out.” 

For other references to Roger Braddyll, see infra, in Part V ; letter 
from Sir Stephen Evance to Pitt, Ang. 1, 1702, and Pitt to Sir Charles 
Eyre, Sept. 29th, 1702, etc. 


DAVIES, THOMAS, see pp. cxx-cxxii. At the end of the article 
should have been inserted : 

Extract from Court'^s Letter to Foet St. Geoege o/28th Sept. 1687. 

“ Davies the Interloper we require you, immediately upon receipt of this, to 
commit and detaine in prison, untill he shall find sureties in 5000L penalty to 
answer the Process which you are to cause our Attorney GeneraU to exhibite 
against him in our Court of Admiralty, for being an Interloper &ca ; and if our 
Judicature find him guilty of that misdemeanour of Interloping, they are to fine 
him to the Company, according to the hainousness of the Offence, and keep him 
in prison untill the fine be paid ; the question is not whether he be indebted to the 
Moobs or not, but singly whether he has been an Interloper and active in pro- 
moting Interloping, Contrary to the tenour of his Majesty's Charters to this 
Company.” 


^ B. M. Add, MSS. 22,84E, No. 72. 
s B. M. Add. MSS. 22,844, No. 17. 
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Extract from Court's Letter to Bengall of 26fcli Jany, 1697-8 : 

‘ ‘ We have received a Paper of Complaint from Doctor Davis of great 
Injuries alledged to be done to bis brother Mr. Thomas Davis by Agent 
Charnock in the year 1686, on account of Ms being engaged with the Inter- 
lopers against the Company. It is confest That none of his Estate came into 
the Companyes hands, nevertheless We earnestly recommend it to you that 
a strict Enquiry may be as far as it is possible touching the whole affair, and 
send us an account thereof by the next.*' 


DORRILL, Capt. ROBERT. It may be a slight confirmation of 
the identity of Capt. Robert Dorrill, second of Council in Bengal 
1693, with Dorrel or Dorrill, commander of T. Pitt’s interloping 
ship Croivn in 1682, that in the Settlement at the India House of the 
accounts of John Pitt, lately factor at Madras, and cousin of T. Pitt, 
“ Capt. Robert Dorrill and Thomas Pitt, Esqr.” are associated as 
Seciuities (see Court Book, of 14th April 1679). This Thomas Pitt is, 
however, possibly not the fonher Interloper and future Governour, 


EVANS, Rev. JOHN, see pp. cxxx-cxxxiii. 

Extract from CourVs Letter to Fort St. George, 22nd Jany. 1691-2 : 

‘ ' Mr. Evans having betaken himself so entirely to Merchandizing we are not 
willing to continue any further Salary or allowances to him after the Arrivall of 
our two Ministers We are now sending you, because the charge of maintaining 
four at that place wili be too great." 

In an earlier letter (18th Feb. 1690-9) they call him ^^Mr. Evans, 
the quondam Minister but late great Merchant.’^ 

From a letter of Governor Pitt’s to Sir Edward Littleton I have made 
the somewhat surprising discovery that this merchandising Padre Evans 
actually became Bishop of Bangor (see the letter in Part V, dated Nov. 
8th, 1702. 

It is a fact that he was nominated Bishop of Bangor 4th Dec. 1701, 
and was translated in 1715 to the See of Meath, which he held till his 
death in 1724. By the will of John Pitt, the New Company’s President 
at Masulipatam, Bishop Evans was named guardian to bis son (see letter 
from T. Pitt to Capt. Ridout, B.M. 22,848, Nos. 3-4). I suppose bishops 
generally have biographers, hut I cannot find any particular notice of 
this bishop except in the recent work of the Rev. Charles Abbey, The 
English Church and its Bishops^ 1700-1800, i, pp. 162-3 (London, 1887). 
I will transcribe what Mr. Abbey says : 

“ John Evans, Bangor (1701-1715), does not appear, in some mentions of 
him, in a favourable light. We find him in the anteroom of the Jerusalem Cham- 
ber giving the lie to the Prolocutor of the Lower House of Convocation ; in the 


^ Stanley’s Memorials x>f Westminster Abbey. 
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House of Lords protesting against the French offers of peace^ ; in Ireland (for he 
was afterwards Bishop of Meath) angrily remonstrated with hy Swift for his 
behaviour to a poor Curate j and of his being specially acquainted with prefer- 
ments, as if he made it his peculiar province.- At the same time, it must also 
be said that his contemporary, Sir James Ware, spoke of him as having been in 
both dioceses a vigilant pastor j and that he is spoken of by Mant as a generous 
benefactor to the Church,” 

Here are three letters of his froiA the' British Museum collections : 

( 1 .) 

(Dated at end) *‘Aprill 18th, 1698, 

“ G-keat BtjsseIiL Street, 

To John Ellis Usqr, near Mountaou House.” 

att Mr. Secretary Vernons office 

in Whitehall.”* 

“ I entreat the fanour of you to write to your correspondent in Copen- 
HAOEN, desiring him to enquire for Letters directed to me, which I expect may 
he Sent on the Danish Ships homeward bound from the Bast Indies, and so 
forward them under your couer by your first Post after they come to hand, it’s 
usuall that your Ships make Some Stay at Elsenore, or Some other Port 
before they conclude their Voyage, therefore it is my earnest request that he 
would be pleas’d to make as early an enquiry as possibly he can for my Letters, 
and to Loose no time in Sending them by your Post. 

I am S^ 

Tour most humble Servant 

“John Evans.” 

Another note to Mr. Ellis is signed Jo: Bangor, and dated “Bangor 
J uly lAth 1703.” Contents trivial. 

( 2 .) 

(Dated at end) “ Bangor Aug“ 6th” (no year, the allusion 
to the proclamation of George I fixes it as 1714). 

“ To Dr, Sloan 

“ In Great Bussell Street 

“ Bloomsbury.^ 

” I hear Mr. Needham is come to London, and his Coz: Bayly (Partner 
of the Estate left him by Mr. Bagbnall) Sets out this day to meet him there, 
I pray you to do me the Favour to let me have a Line from you as soon as you 
can on the Subject I mentioned often to you, Viz: what Party your Gentleman is 
of for If he be not of my Countrywomans Side no offers of Services from me will 
be acceptable to him. So I must Leave him as I find him. I am glad the King 
was proclaimed in So peaceable a manner, I beg your pardon for this trouble 
and remain “ S", 

“Tour Faithfull and humble Servt. 

“Jo; Bangor.” 


1 “Pctrij/. vi, 1152.” 

3 Sloane MSS. 4036, f. 322. 


2 ^^Nicholson^s Letters^ p. 527.’ 
4 Add. MSS. 28,882, f. 231. 
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To the same.'^ 

(Dated at end) 7ber. 4th. 

I am much obliged to you for your Kind answer to my letter tho (it 
seems) you have not yet” (been) able to Satisfy my trifling Query, I understand 
Mr. Needham and his Cozen Batlt are not like to hit it, he Soon designs to Visit 
this Country, If he be right in his Politics he may do a great deal of good in it 
but If he be wrong in his notions, he Shall find me a civill Neighbour and noe 
Farther. 

‘‘ Pray favour me with my hearty Services to my country woman ,2 my Friends 
are very Slow in giving an account of present occurrences,” etc. 

“ Jo. Bangor.” 

7ber. 4th” (no year, but the same as last). 


GOLDSBOROUGH, Sir JOHN. See pp. clvi-vii, and also (under 
Master) p. ccxlii. 

'Extract from Letter of Court to Fort, Jany. 22nd, 1691-2 : 

* ‘ We have desired Capt. Goldsbobottoh to go in hand immediately with the 
building of a Steeple to your Church with the Mony Collected for that purpose, 
according to Dimensions given him, and by our next Ships we intend to send you 
a Bing of Six tunable Bells to fix in our Steeple, which the ffounder tells us 
cannot be cast sound at this season of the year.” 


GOUGH, RICHARD (also written Goee). Nominated by the Court 
as factor, 12 th December 1683 5 the same date on which the dismissal 
of Hedges was decided. He is named in the Commission to W. 
Gyfford, 21st Deer. 1683, (see p. xx, supra)^ as 7th of the Council at 
Hiiglf. He was one of the few Company’s servants who behaved with 
friendliness to Hedges. He seems soon to have become dissatisfied, and 
proposed to return to Europe via Persia, with the dismissed Agent. 
This excited violent anger against him, and caused his arrest. But he 
did embark with Hedges, and reached the Persian Gulf with him 
(p. 202), after which we hear of him from Pledges no more. 

“ Richard Gough”, no doubt the same person, was a Director of the 
United Company in 1706. He is alluded to in a letter to Governor 
Pitt quoted under Braddyll (p. cix), and in other passages of the Pitt 
correspondence, generally with a note of disparagement. 


1 28,927, f. 163. 

^ Possibly his correspondent’s wife. Sir Hans Sloane’s wife was a daughter 
of Alderman Langley, which conveys nothing as to her country. 
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GRANTHAM, Sir THOMAS. To insert at p. clxxxiii, before the 
paragraph beginning Sir Thomas is described” . . . 

Extract from Court Books of 21^t Nov. 1694. 

Sir Thomas Grantham, one of tte owners of the Ship Charles the Second, 
acquainting the Court that Captain Dorrill had written unto him, desiring 
that he would meet him in the Downes with a Smack, the hotter to Secure the 
Said Ships comeing about into the Biver, And that if the Court thought fit he 
intended with some other Commanders to repair into the Downes accordingly, 
And to afford their beat assistance to Capt. Dorrill in his passage hither, The 
Court thereupon were pleased to express their kind resentment of his readiness 
to Serve the Company on this occasion, and ordered that Mr. Boe or Mr. Ball 
the Company’s Surveyors should attend him, and follow his Directions, for 
taldng up such Vessell or Smack as may be most proper for this Service, And to 
proceed with him therein for the Downes.” 


GRIFFITH SAMUEL. We find this gentleman nominated in a 
letter fi'oin the Court to Bantam, of 21st Sept. 1671, as a factor for 
Tywan in Formosa. 

Mr. Samybll Grieeeth, at 301. per annum, who hath skill in physique and 
drugs.” 

He is mentioned by Hedges at Fort St. George in 1685 ; and his 
name appears occasionally as a member of the Council of the Bay 
during the troubles of 1686-7 (see e.g. pp. lix, lx, su 2 )ra). The Court, 
under date 19th Novr. 1686, resolve that ^‘Mr. Sam: Griffith, now 3rd 
of Council at Hugiiley be removed to Fort St. George, there to 
serve the Company as a Factor”. And in a letter to Bengal dated 7th 
Jan. 1686, they say : 

‘‘We observe . . . that Mr. Samuel Griffith is a contentious man and has 
struck up a great opposition against his chief Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Ley (both 
whom we know to be true to our Interest), and that he, the said Mr. Griffith, 
has craftily drawn Mr. Trenchfield into a confederacy with him, which Mr. 
Trenchfielb is a man we have good thoughts of, and therefore to suppress 
all factions in the budd, which we will never more endure in the Bat, We^do 
hei’oby Totally dismiss Mr. Griffith from our service, and from having any- 
thing more to do in any of our affairs in Benuall, but we give him leave to go 
up to the FFORT, to reside there as a free merchant, except our President ’and 
Councill shall think fitt, when he is there, to take him again into our Service and 
make him a Chief of some new ffactory in the South Seas,i or near the places 
where he has been formerly imployed. * ’ 


^ South Sea” in these records means the Malay countries. 



III. — GRANTHAM — HAGGERSTON. 


CCCl 


GYFFORD, WILLIAM. The following extract should have been 
inserted at p. clxxxviii, before the paragraph commencing Gyfford in 
turn” . . , 

From Fort St. George, ^^Dyary ^ Consultation . . . 8th August 1684”.^ 

“The Honble : WinniAM Gtpi’OBD, President, intending on board in the 
evening, he, in order thereto, delinered up the Charge of the pfobt &ca. to 
Elihtj Yale, appoynted by the Honble : Company to be Chiefe of their affairs 
on the Coast in his absence, after which went to Church, and from thence was 
conducted by the principle English, Portuguez, &ca. : through a Guard of 
three Companies of Souldiers to the Seaside, where, after kind farewells, took 
boat, and was saluted by 31 : Peices of Ordnance, which, upon his embarking on 
Ship Uesoliition was Returned by all the Shipps in the Road, who continued 
their Sallutations till late att night ; and next morning early, accompanied with 
the Beaufort and the Sloop James ^ with a fresh gale, Sailed for Bengall, 
where the Allmighty send him a Safe arrivall with health. Success, and a happy 
returue.” 


HARVEY, SAMUEL (p. cxcv). Add the following : 

From Courfs Letter to IStli Deer. 1676. 

“We are informed that Mr. Harvey doth openly broach his Atheisticall 
notions, declareing that there is neither God nor Hevill, but that after death 
all things will be reduced to Atomes, of which they were first compounded, and 
that Religion was onely devised hy Subtile men to keep the World in awe. Wee 
doe strictly enorder that an examination of this be taken before our Cheif and 
Councill, while our Commanders are there, whome wee would have present 
thereat, and that wee may have an Accompt thereof ; and if he or any other he 
guilty of any such Crimes, that you send them home by these ships without any 
excuse. Of this wee have been informed by a Letter from Mr. John Smith, 
Copy of which wee send to our Agent and Councell, and we hear he makes so 
publick a profession of it that you cannot want other witnesses to prove it.” 


HAGGERSTON. At the end of this article (p. cxciv) is an allu- 
sion to an attestation by Haggerston, the reference to which I had 
lost. I now find it to be the copy of a document headed : 

“At a Consultation held in Bombay Castle, ffeby: the 25th, 1689-90, 
having a relation towards a peace between us and the Mogul!.” (0.0. 6703.) 

To this is appended the following attestation : 

“ Coppie of Ye orzginali 
attested by us : 

Saml. Whetcombb 
Jacob Baebar 
Thos. Haggerston.” 


^ In India Office. 
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JSTow Jacob Barbar was at this time a member of Council at Bombay ; 
Samtiel Wbetcombe was the same a year later ; and the signature of 
Thos. Haggerston is in the indubitable autograph of the delinquent 
arrested in Bengal in 1683. 


OXINDEN, Sir GEORGE.^ The following extracts refer to the 
Company’s grant of a medal to this President of Surat for his distin- 
guished exertions in the defence of the Company’s Factory against the 
Mahrattas on their first raid on Surat, in 1664 (see p. ccxxvi supra). 

From the Court Book, 23rd March 1665-6: 

‘‘The Company being now a writeing another letter to Suratt by the 
Beturne, the Court was reminded of the eminent Service of Sir G-sorgr 
OxiKDEN in the defence of their Estates, the Saveing of halfe the Companyes 
Custome at Sitratt, and procureing other Priviledges, and moved to consider 
his deserts in that and other matters, and according to their former promise to 
give him a Suitable encouragement, and that there are severall others alsoe 
that have deserved very well, and have binne promised they should be con- 
sidered, the Court did thereupon seem very apprehensive of the same, and 
inclinable to make him and the rest some proportionall returne for their good 
service. Yett least it might in this time of Warr strengthen the Companys 
hand, they thought it more convenient to deferr it at present, hoping there 
may be peace ere long, which wilbe a fitter time for this purpose ; but, how- 
ever, they agreed not to (defer ?) their resolutions herein longer then the next 
advices to Subatt, and therefore directed that the Secretary doe mind them 
hereof after the next election to appoint a Committee to examine this business, 
and prepare the Court for a full conclusion herein.” 

Extract from Letter of Court Ho President and Council in Surratt”, 
dated 27th March 1668: 

“Wee have taken into our Consideration, your great care and courage, in 
the Defence and preservation of our Estates, in the time of SsvAaEEs invasion 
(although you did it in the discharge of your trust). And as an acknowledg- 
ment of our sense thereof, and your good service therein, Wee have now 
sent to Sr ; G-eorge Oxinden, the value of 200Z. in gold, with a Medall of 
Gold, put up in a Box, delivered Capt. Whitehorne, wherein is alsoe twoe 
Seales for Bombay, To Mr. John Goodier lOOL, to Mr. Henry Garie, 
who was then with you in Counsell, 60J., To Mr. Geralb Atjngher 60Z., made 
vp severally and directed to each respective person, And we hereby order for your 
diaposure 400pds. to be distributed amongst such persons as you know were 
active in that service, amongst whome in perticular wee preferr Mr. John 
Pettitt.” . . . 


1 This is, I find, the spelling used by Sir George himself, in numerous 
signatures which I have examined. I think Mr. Eastwick (see next page), who 
states that he spelt it Oxindon^ perhaps had mistaken the old clerical e for o, 
as he easily might. 
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111 the old English cemetery at Surat is still to be seen “ the pom- 
pous epitaph and grand mausoleum” of Sir George Oxinden, as well as 
the epitaph of his brother Christopher (see p. ccxxiii, supra). Both inscrip- 
tions (Latin) are given by Mr. E. B. Eastwick in Murray’s Bombay 
Handbook^ pp. 317-318. 


SAM BROOKE, Sir JEREMY. With reference to note (i) at page 
cclxxviii, under this heading, it must be noted that (as I have recently 
seen) in the commission and instructions from the Company appoint- 
ing Sir Edward Winter Agent, dated 20th January 1661, he is styled 
“ Knight and Barronett”. 


TRENCHFEILD, RICHARD. It appears from a passage in a 
Court’s letter to Bengal (18th Feby. 1690-91) that Mr. Trenchfeild 
had brought, or initiated, an action against J ob Charnock and his col- 
leagues for what they had written to the Court and entered in their 
consultation books about him. 
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No. 1. 

The original of the following document, which I print as the first 
of these miscellaneous papers, reached my hands after a great part 
of the preceding matter, including the biographical notice of Sir 
Streynsham Master, was in type. The original, which was kindly ]3ut 
at my disposal by the owner, the Key. G. S. Master — to whom I have 
already been so much indebted — is a draft in the unquestionable hand- 
writing of Sir Streynsham Master aforesaid. Though bearing no 
signature and no address, abounding as it does in corrections and inter- 
polations in the same handwriting, it must have necessarily been his 
own composition : whilst some expressions seem to intimate that the 
person addressed was a member of the Court in Leadenliall Street. As 
Streynsham Master returned to England, after his early sojourn in 
Western India, in the summer of 1672, the date of the letter (Jany. 
1671, i.c. N. S. 1672) implies that it must have been written when he 
was on the eve of departure for Europe. 

The letter is creditable, both in knowledge and composition, to one 
who had left England when under sixteen years of age ; though I 
confess to have been a little disappointed in its contents. Any narra- 
tive that should bring before us in lively detail the real life and occu- 
pations of the Company’s servants in India during the reign of 
Charles II would be very interesting. But of such matter there is 
very little, and the testimony to their outward devotion and regularity 
in religious observance, on which the letter (as regards the Company’s 
English servants) chiefly dwells^ is certainly surprising. I should 
suppose that this was partly due to a survival of the strong Puritan 
influence of the preceding decades, wdiich had not yet been obliterated 
by the laxer spirit of the Kestoration. Currents of influence travelled but 
slowly then, communicated as they were, only by a few ships accomp- 
lishing once a year a tedious voyage, in comparison with their rapid 
speed now tlirough the swift movement of innumerable passengers 
and letters, newspapers and electric messages. 

It may be, too, that something is to be attributed to the personal 
bearing of Sir George Oxinden and Gerald Aungier, successive Presi- 
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dents of Snrat, wliose periods of rule cover the whole interval between 
1662 and 1677, for both were men of religious character. And some- 
thing again may be due to Master’s evident desire to controvert the 
impression, already prevalent in England, of the irregular and heathenish 
habits into whicli the Company’s servants were supposed to fall, and to 
the probability that under this feeling he x^ainted such matters as 
nearly of rose-colour as his conscience would permit. 

No further introduction seems requisite. 

A Letter from Sijbatt in Inpfa giving an accott : of : Manners of y^: 
English Factors ^ca, their Way of Civill Converse and Fious Comportment 
and Behaviour in these Fartes, 

When I was in Englani) with you it was your great fear and my doubt 
that the English as well as other Christiana in these Parts did not live agreeable 
to any Eule of Beligion, therefore yonraelfe and my other good friends were pleased 
often to charge me to have good heed that I did not forgett God nor he shaken 
in those Principles which I had been educated in hy observing the Customes of 
the heathen Indians, or the loose and dissolute Behaviour of our owne People, 
nor be ensnared by the Subtile Insinuations of the Jesuits or other Romish 
Priests, which wholesome Counsell I thanke God I have hithertoo been very 
mindefull of, and that hath made me he more curious to observe the Manners of 
all sorts of People in these parts, hy reason they have generally all of them an 
outward Show of Sanctity, that is soe as to Worship and adore one God 
Almighty and to he allwayes mindfull of Serving Him in their Way of Service; 
and for the Christians they keep themselves every one to the Religion and assem- 
blies of their owne Nations, as the English performeall their Publike Devotions 
in the Company’s Factory house, where there is a Roome sett apart on Purpose 
in the manner of a chappell for Divine Worshipp. The Dutch have the like in 
their Companys house. The Eeench and all of the Romish Persuasion Performe 
their Devotions at a Convent of the Phench Capicheins lately built, where they 
have alsoe a Chappell, and the Armenians have a house, chappell and Priest 
maintained at their Common charge, and by all that I can observe the Christiana 
doe live more comformable to all the Rules and Precepts of their Religion here 
then in Europe, for whereas some thinke that the Customes of the Indians is 
brutish and of such evill example to Christians that it is an occasion of their 
neglect of divine Worshipp, I rather find the contrary, for the severall sorts of 
the Indians are so strickt to the Rules of their Religion in keeping their sett 
times of Prayer and Fasting and other ceremonies, that it is a provocation to 
the Christians to doe the like in their way, soe that there is an emulation between 
the Indians and us, who shall serve God moat and best. 

* ‘ Now : hy reason I presume it will be much to your content to know how and 
in what manner we performe the dutyes of Religion, I shall therefore proceed 
to give you a partiall account of the customs of the English Church, Waving the 
Ddtoh and Romanist and Armenian as not being so^ well acquainted with 
theirs as our owne. 

“ To begin methodically that I may soe go on. On board our Shipps in their 
voyages from England hither there is excellent orders kept for the Civill 
government of the Seamen and Passengers ; the Commander Fixeth up publickly 
in the Steerage a Paper of orders, that all Persons shall come to Prayers Morn- 
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ing and Evening; None to be I)runke,to Swear, Lye, Quarrell <feca. and those 
that doe offend are either to Pay a Pecuniary Mulct or suffer Corporall punish- 
ment. Soe in the Shipp we had (have ?) constantly Pi*ayers Morning and Even- 
ing, on Sundays the Service of the Church and Sermons read forenoone and after- 
noone ; and when there is a Minister in the Shipp there is the Sacrement 
administered commonly once in the voyage : if any Person be sick he is prayed 
for, if any Dye, Decent buryall is used : this custom on board Shipp is improved 
to a More excellent order and Method on Shoare at your Presidency in Sxtbbatt 
as I shall here relate unto you. 

The Honhle : Company in the yeare 1668 sent out a Printed Paper of Pules 
and orders to which they required Strickt observance and due Compliance, which 
therefore some called the Company's Commandements, because there are just 10 
of them j this Paper is Publikely affixed in the house for the information of all 
Persons) which indeed are good and Pious directions, but there is noe Penalty 
sett upon the Breach of them, except in the greatest offences of open Debauchery 
and Prophanea, from which there is no hope of amendment in the Party guilty, 
and then such are by these orders required to be sent for Eng^land, as unworthy 
to reside in a Christian Plantation ; I say these Rules and orders of the Com- 
panys not requiring any Penalty for the breach of them, the President and 
Councell thought fitt to continue their owne orders which have been many 
yeares in the Eactory, wherein Severe Penalties are required for omission of 
Prayer and Divine Service and Commission of any Debauchery, and these 
orders are much more sutable to the place and custome of the Country for the 
well Government of our People, then the others are. By these he that omitts 
Prayer on a Weeke day pays 23 ; 6d ; on a Sunday 5s : If any be Drunke or 
abuse the Katives they are to be sett at the gate in Irons all the day time, and 
all the ISTight be tyed to a Post in the house ; If any lye out of the House, with- 
out leave of the President, he pays 40s ; and these Penaltys are some of them, 
allmost as often inflicted, as the offences are Committed, Soe that by the Smart 
thereof and the good example of the President and Councell here is a most 
excellent govern’d Factory, indeed more like into a Colledge, Monasterie, or a 
house under Religious orders then any other, for We have much more Discourse 
of Religion, Philosophie, the government of the Passions and affections, and 
sometimes of history, then of trade and getting Mony for ourselves, though that 
allsoe he in nde manner neglected on the Companys behalfe, yet for our owne 
Particular I believe there is noe Marchants have less regard to it ; and one 
principall reason for it is, because we are provided of things necessary at the 
Companys charge, and being at small expence, though our Wages he very little, 
we esteem our selves Provided for, and the future seems to us as the day of ones 
Death doth to Many, hut small provision to he made for it. To return to my 
Promise S" : to give you account of our Religions acts ; We have Prayers every 
Morning Before the Bores of the Eactory are open, and every Hight between 8 
and 9 a Clock after the Dores are Shutt : upon Sundays we have twice in the 
day Solemn Service and Sermons Read or Preached; and Prayers at Night, this 
office is Performed by the President, and in case of his absence by the chiefe of ” 
the Oounc^ll or other next in the Eactory if there he noe Minister (or Tadre as 
we call them). If there be a Minister in the EaOtory then he performs his duty 
as in Churches in England, Catechizing the Touth on Sundays after evening 
Service, and administering the Sacrament the 3 great Eestivals of the yeare, and 
sometimes oftener, Burying the Dead, And in these Dutys we are continually 
exercised, keeping stricktly to the Rules of the Church, and soe much as conveni- 
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"ently we can observing the times and days appointed for Feasts and Fasts. For 
upon the great Feasts of Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide we have the 
solemn Service, Publibe Feasts, and noe great busynea permitted to be done in 
the ffactory house, and all the Country People know why we are soe Solemn, and 
Feast, and are Merry, Soe allsoe for Gun Powder Treason day, and on the 29th 
of May For the Kings Birth and Returne, And upon the Principal! Fasts we 
have very striobt Fasts kept, noe busyness done in the house, and the Publicke 
Prayers used upon the occasion, as in Lent, especially upon Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday, the 30th of January for the Martyrdom of King Charles the First, 
and some persons there are, of which the President is one, that keep Weekly 
Fasts upon every Friday. Tho’ onr Fasts here are not as the Romanists and as 
our Church seems to Direct, abstinence from Flesh and eating of Fish, but a 
meane dyett, without distinction of meates ; nay generally none untill night, but 
Prayers and retirement. 

“In time of Warr or any eminent Danger or Common Calamity, as want of 
Rain &ca. we concerne ourselves as Mutuall Members, and Supplicators for the 
good of the Country, and make our Publike Prayers for good Assistance and 
Releife, nnd Keep such days of Fasting and Prayer for Gods blessing on our 
owne Country as we hear are appointed in England j and upon victory, good 
Success, or obtaining Releife, Returne Praise to the AUmighty for His Blessings ; 
thus we Rejoyce with them that Rejoyce and weep with them that weep ; if it please 
God to visit any of our fellow servants with Sickness or any other Malady or 
Mishap, I think there is noe place where more Christian Compassion and Charity 
is exercised for their Releife, whether it be for Distemper of Body, disquiet of 
Mind, or in Want and necessity, and truly in this particular the example and 
practice of the Katives in generall is very eminent, they being a very Compas- 
sionate People ; if any be soe sick that he appeares to draw towards his end, if 
there be a Minister in the Factory he attends him with Prayer and administra- 
tion of the Sacrament, others communicating with the sick ; if there he noe Fadry 
here, others of us ‘Read and Pray with him ; the manner of our Burying is soe 
Decent that the Natives (who are allsoe very decent in that Particular) though 
they may not come near a Dead Corps by reason they eateome it a Polluting or 
defiling themselves, nay to some it is Pollution to see, hear, or Speabe of a Corps, 
yet they will behold our Buryalls, and at the Funei’all for George Oxinden 
the Streets, Belconys, and tops of the houses were soe full as they could stand 
one by another. At the Grave after the Corps is enterred, there is Mony 
throwne and given to the Poore People ; and our Burying Place, which is large 
and spacious, is adorned wibh severall great and many handsome Tombs and 
Monuments, which many of the great Men of the Country esteem worth their 
Sight. 

“ Thus S’”: having acquainted you how we live and dye and in what manner we 
bury our Dead here in Surratt, I shall now proceed to give you some small 
account of onr Lives and Practices in other Places by Land and at Sea in these 
parts wherein I have been myselfe.and soe can informe you by my 'own Ex- 
perience. ^ - 

“ I have been up in our Inland ffactorys at Broach and Ahmad avad where 
we have had but very few together, 2:3:4; and 5 : soe that for the most part for 
5 : and 6 : months there hath been but 2 : of us in the Factory, the lowest in 
number to which our Saviour Promised His presence, and we have there con- 
stantly used Divine Service twice every Lords Day and read Sermons. 

“ I have been at sea in ENGLtBH Shipps that have newly come out of England, 

a; 2 
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and in others that have stayed in the Country downe the Coast of India and 
MaIiLABab, and in those Shipps we have used the same Exercise of Divine Service 
as our Shipps doe in their Voyages out, as I have before rehearsed, I have been 
allsoe in ourEactorys upon the Coast of India, as at CABWARBand CADiiECNTT, 
at Mocha in the Bedd Sea, ».t GtOMBeoon in Persia, and at BtrssoBA at the 
Bottom of the Persian Gulph, and in all these places we allways observed the 
Dutys of the Lords-day very solemnly, never doeing any Busynes upon that day 
but the performance of Divine Service, though upon other days for the most part 
the publike Prayers were omitted, by reason our Stay was but Short, busynes 
much, and the ffactory could not but be disturbed with the Concernes thereof, 
the Natives comeing and goeing at unseasonable and uncertain times. 

‘‘I have allsoe been at Sea in the veaaells of the Country, whei’e we have had 
but half a Dozen English in a Shipp and all the Best of the Shipps Company 
Indians called Lascars, which have been 30 : or 40 : beside Passengers in a 
Shipp of 2 : or 300 ; Tonn ; But the English were Masters of the Shipp, that is at 
Sea, though Imployed hy the Native Indians, Moores and Banians, and in 
this Shipp or Jounke we had Prayers as Constant as in our owne Shipps, which 
we performed in the Boundhouse or Masters Cabbinn. And in neither of all 
those Places, either at Sea or on Shoare, doe the Natives give ns any Disturbance 
in our Beligious Exercises by Comeing among us for tbeir Cuiiosity or other reason 
whatsoever ; but the Dores of our Eactory houses are generally Shut and all our 
Indian Servants sitt at or without the Dore, with the Porter all the time of 
Divine service, permitting noe persons to come in the interime. But India is 
Inhabited with soe many Severall Nations of People, all exercising their owne 
way of Worshipp, that it is noe Strange thing to them to hear of People of a 
Different Beligion from themselves ; for they esteem none the worse for that 
reason ; But say God Allmighty hath constituted many People and Nations in 
the World to be of divers Beligions and to Serve him Severall Ways ; as a 
Prince and great Man hath Many Servants of Severall Degrees and offices, but 
they all doe him Service, every one according to his office. 

“And because I suppose it will be some divertisement to you I shall now 
give you a Short account of the Most Considerahle Nations that Inhabitt 
this part of India, for to enter upon an account of aE would require a great 
volumne. 

“ Gttzzabat was formerly a - Kingdome by itselfe, whereof Ahmadavad is 
the Capitall Citty, and formerly the Seat of the King, being called after the Name 
of one of their Kings Ahmad ; but the Hindoos and Naturall Indians often call 
the Citty by tbe Name of the Province Ghzzaratt, for it is now but a Provii^ce of 
the great Mogitlls Empire, and sometimes governed by a Pinnce one of the great 
Mogulls sonns, sometimes by one of tbe MauBajaes^ and sometimes by one of the 
greafc Umbraus, whose Besidence is at Ahmadavad. But this Town of SuEBATTis 
not under the government of Ahmadavad, but a particular government under the 
Mogull himselfe, who sends governours downe and gives particular Directions 
in the government. 

“Sha Jehaitn, the Mogulls ffiathcr, gave the government and Bevenue 
thereof to his Eldest Daughter Beaghitm Sabe, by reason it afforded many fine 
Barietys brought hither hy the great confluence of Strangers, hut Oranzeeb the 
Mogull now Baigning Keeps it in his owne Care. But to proceed to my Story. 
This Province or Part of India is principally Inhabitted by 3 ; Nations or sorts 


^ Le.j Mahdrdjds. 
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of People, that Is the Moobes or Mahumedans, the Hindooes, and Paesees, 
of which I shall discourse distinctly and briefly. 

** The Moobes or Mahumetans are those* that generally have the Rule and 
Government of the Country, the Mogull himselfe being a Mahometan of Tabtab 
Race from Tameblanb, and the greatest part of the Moobes in these parts are 
such as came into this Country with that Conquest, though there be allsoe many 
of the Naturall Indians, even whole tribes that are turned Mahometans since 
the Conquest. 

** The Great Mogtjll Oranzeeb (as I have said) is a Mahometan and a groat 
precisian in his Religion, soe that he hath taken off all customes from the Mahom- 
etans and imposed 5 P. Cent, more on the Hindooes than they formerly paid, 
besides he hath some Persecution against the Hindooes &ca. since his comeing to 
the Crowne, and not soe much to punish them for the Profession of their owns 
Religion as to trap and ensnare and even force them to turne Moobb (that is to 
be circumcised, and then they [may] be what they will againe, for many of the 
Hindoos that have turned Moobes Retaine many of their Idolatrous Customes) 
as is the Practice of the Mahometans in most Countrys, Contrary to all humane 
Reason, and I thinke to the Economy of all Religions in the World. It seems 
that some yearea if not ages since, I suppose about the time of the Moobes fi.rst 
Conquests, they were severe against the Idolatry of the Hindooes, and sett a 
Poll Tax upon all the Family of Indians, which as I said made [many] of them 
turne MooBEs,nor was any Pagod or Idolatrous Temple of the Hindooes suffered 
to stand except the Hindooes at their owne charge made a place for Prayer for 
the Mahometans adjoyniog to the very walls of it, and if they did soe, then they 
might build new Pagods, but since those times, especially during the Baignes of 
Jangeeb and Sha- JEHADN,the Hindooes were not at all molested in the exercise 
of their Religion, but were in ffavonr and Preferred to the great and Meane 
offices of the Eingdome soe well as the Moobs j But this MogudIi who attained 
the Crowne by Hypocrisy and pretence of a great zelot hath proceeded otherwise 
with them, soe that Most of the Pagoda are Demolished by the Tumultuous 
ways of the Rabble zelots, by his Countenance, not by his Direction and Com- 
mand ; the Mahumetans have allsoe since this Rings time been more zealous in 
their profession of their owne Religion then formerly ; strong drinke being more 
forbid (according to the Rules of their Religion), their times of Prayer five times 
a day more frequented, and their aniversary months fast more strioktly kept. 
They are great Enemys to Idolatry, worshipping One God, and deny the Trinity, 
yet acknowledge onr Saviour ChbIst to be a great Prophet and say He Pro- 
phesyed that Mahomett should be the last Prophet and Lawgiver, therefore they 
observe hia Law. Their Sabbath is upon Fryday, upon which day (soe well for- 
merly as now) nothing is done in the Rings Busynes, noe Payments or Receipts 
entered in his Bookes ; But most other People will doe Busynes on that day soo 
well as others ; Sunday being the Day of the Kings Coronation, is kept weekely 
with the Solemnity of the sound of Kettle Drums and Trumpetta &ca., in aE 
his garrisons. Though the Mahometans inTuBKEY and Pebsia wEl eat with the 
Christians yet these will not, nor eat what we touch, retaineing soe much of the 
custome of the Indians, who .j-ill not eat what the Moobs have touched. The 
Mahumetans Ramazan is a. months fast in the yeare, which most of them keepo 
very stricktly, in this nature, they neither eat nor drinke all day so long as the 
Sunn is up, at night they refresh themselves, and he is looked upon amongst 
them as a very uncharitable and Covetous Man that does not Keep a better table 
then ordinary in that month, both for dyett and for fP), and in his bounty to the 
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Poore. But ibose that all the rest of the yeare will drinke wine and Arracke 
very plentifully will not touch a drop that month, for they say *tis a hard case if 
they cannot forbear it one month, and repent for their unlawful! use of it all 
the yeare beside. In the time of heats, for the month goeth by the moone round 
the seasons of the yeare, Aprill, May, and June, tis very troublesome, especially 
to the ordinary sort of People, to keep this fast, yet many of them doe it and yet 
willworke and travaile very hard without Drinking a drop of Water till Sunsett. 
Soe many days as they break fast in this month, they most Keep at some other 
time, when they best can. When this Lent of theirs is out the first day they 
Breake this ffast, they have a great Peast, or JSed as they call it ; upon which 
day the governour attended by all the Officers, Souldyers, Marohants and Men of 
Note, dressed in their Best and Eicheat attire, with Elephants, Horses and 
Coaches, goe a Kind of a Procession out of the Towns to a Place for Prayer where 
they very Solemly say their Prayers and then returne in all their State againe, 
feasting and Sending Presents and Meases to one another that day. They have 
allsoe a great feast which they call Buclcery Bed, being in memory of Abbahams 
offering his Son Ishmaell (they say) which allsoe is performed with great 
Solemnity by them. They doe use Circumcision (but doe) not circumcise their 
children on the eighth day but some times after they are more than so many 
yeares old, deferiung only for a fitt season to have such friends at the ceremoniall 
as they desire, or till they have got mony to bear the charge, for that it is per- 
formed with great feasting. 

“ The Mahumetan Weddings are very Magnificent and Expensive, it would be 
to tedious to Eelate you the particulars of such their ceremonies nor is it to my 
Purpose. They are very Decent in their Funeralls, which I suppose they 
borrowed of the primitive Christians, if not from the Jews. They carry the . 
head of the Corps foremost, their Preists goeing before in White raiment, 
singing laudable hyms in Eesponss, and all the Eelations and friends follow close 
after to the grave ; most of them have Tombs and Monuments built, according 
to their ability s.! 

** The Moores exorcise all Professions and callings. 

** Thus much for the Moores and Mahumetans.^ 

“ Upon a great dearth or want of Eaine, I have known the Governour of the 
Towne appoint a day for a generall fast and prayer for Eaine, and then ho and 
all the Moors of Note in the Towne have gone a Procession Bare foote allmost a 
Mile out of Towne to a Saints Tomb, and there they have ail ver[y] Solemnly 
said their Prayers and Eeturned, the very Cattle being allsoe forced to fast and 
not suffered to goe out of the Towne gates for some hours, neither to Peed nor 
Water, as we read in Jonah the King of Nineveh did. 

“ The Hindooes (soe called from the name of the Country Hinditstani) are the 
Naturall Inhabitants of the Country, of which there are so many Divers Sects 
and Pamilys or Tribes that it would require a great deale of time to describe 
them all to you. But I sball give you a breife account of tbe most Considerable 
Sects of them ; 1st. The Eashboots are the antient Princes, Gentlemen and 
Souldyers, of the Naturall Indians, of which there are many very Considerable 
Princes or Eajas at this day, who have large doruluions of their owne not subject 
to the Mogull, though most or all the Eaja[s] themselves (except one called the 
Eana) are allsoe Servants to the Mogull and take hi ; Pay, and soe are put into 


^ Here is an interlineation, the exact connection of which I cannot trace : 
And some other Feasts and Ceremonies which I shall not insist upon.” 



DESCRIPTIVE LETTER FROM SURA.T. 


CCCXl 


great gOT eminent a, as Raja Jeswten Siira was Grovernonr of Ahmadxvad and soe 
jCominands all this Province ; 2diy : there is the Bramans which are as the Levites 
among the Jews, the Priests to all the severall Sects of Indians, for there are of 
several! family s and orders among these Bramans ; Sdly : the Banians, who are 
for the most part the Marchanta, tradesmen, and Brokers ; 4thly: the Gentooes, 
who are commonly the handy crafts Men, as Carpenters, Smiths, Taylors, Shoe 
Makers, Seamen, &ca.; 5thly: the Coolees, which are the Poore Conntry Peasants 
that Plough and Sow, and gather the Come, hut (God knows) the least Part for 
themselves, for they have only soe much as will Keep them and their familys alive, 
the greater part being for the King, and his Officers who are appointed to Watch 
and oversee every village. 

‘‘ These are the Principall Tribes, or as (we) call them Casts of the Indians 
that Inhabitt Gitzzitratt, and these are generally their Professions, hut that 
severall of them are of one anothers and many of them of other professions 
then I have named, as there are Bramans that are Souldyers and Marchants 
soe well as Priests, and there are Banians that are Labourers, Handicraftsmen 
(and 800 well as Marchants) and Curers of Herbes, and there are Weavers of all 
sects Moors, Hindooes and Persees. There are allsoe Outtarees, another Sect 
Principally about Agra and those parts up the Country, who are as the Banian 
Gentooes here, and many of them are now mixt here abonts, but they being 
principally of another Province I have not Ranked them in this. But these 5 
Sects differ much one from the other, and one in or amongst the others in their 
Divine Worshipps, only in this two particulars they all agree, 1st. they acknow- 
ledge God which they call Permissbr to he the Supreame Creator andGovernour 
of the World and all things in it, and 2dly. they are gross Idolaters and worshiping 
many inferiour Dietya and Representations, even all things in heaven, Earth, the 
Waters and things under the Earth and Waters, for surely never were such 
monsters seen above it (if there be any such underneath it?). In these things 
(and they have all a great esteem and Reverence for the Cow) I say they agree, 
But in their Ways of Worship they differ very much as I said one from 
another, and one amongst tbe others, for some have Temples or Pagods which 
others will not goe to, and some will goe to none at all, some goe upon long and 
chargeable Pilgrimages to one place, and some will not goe to that but as fan* to 
another. Some there are that observe many Washings and Worshippings in the 
Rivers, and there are others that doe no such things, and thus they differ very 
much, Rashboote from Rashboote, Braman from Beaman, and Banian 
from Banian &ca. 

“ The Rashboots will generally eat flesh of goates and henns and fish, and many 
of them drinke wine, but esteem a great and unpardonable offence to kill a Oow, 
or to eat any such flesh as Beefe or Veale ; the Bramans many of them will Doe 
as the Rash bootes, but there be many of them that are allsoe very severe in 
their dyett and habitts, will eat noe thing that has had live in it, nor drinke wine or 
any Intoxicabing thing, nay some there are that wiE not eat Oorne because it 
hath the Seed in it Seife, and will produce its like, soe that they feed only upon 
Milke, which they esteem the most Innocent of all foods, and for that reason 
have the Oow in Soe very great Reverence ; there are Bramans and Priests of all 
Sects and Opinions, most of them are of the Stocke and Linnage of the Bramans, 
but there are some Priests that are of other Tribes, hut have been Dedicated or 
made an offering to this Office by their Parents, and some out of their own 
voluntary will j and some of these . abstaine from Marry age, as holding it un- 
lawful! for them, and Shave their heads, and goe hare foote. All these Bramans or 
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Priests performe fhe same office that the Priests doe in other Eeligions, that is 
they make their offerings to their Idoilsj Pray for them, and Bless them, allsoe 
they Preach to them upon certaine- times very good Morallity, such as none of 
the Antient Philosophers that I have read doe exceed them in, and truly their 
manner is much like to those old Philosophers, every sect preaching up their 
Doctrine for according to its Eudiments the perfection of humane Nature, 
and some pretend to he very knowing and expert therein, by which means their 
Pnpills are much directed and governed by them in observing good and bad hours 
and days, which is allsoe much practised by the Mahumetans. The Banians with 
whome wee deale most, they being our Brokers, eat noe flesh nor any thing that 
has had life in it, nor garlike nor onyons, and Drinke noe Wine nor Strong 
Drinke, so that they are generally very wary and Considerative and Gunning 
People, and soe they have need be, for they are great Traders, and very Eich, 
and have nothing to snpport themselves in their Eeputation and honour but 
their Eiches, which they are allsoe put to it to preserve by their Witts. Por 
they are alltogether a Passive and Suffering People, aud against all the many 
violent Assaults that are made upon them have noe other defence then their 
Witts and that Interest which their money makes, and for which only they 
know they are soe often Pecked at. Begging your Patience I shall relate you a 
story or two which may give you some satisfaction of the wisdome and opinion 
of these People. 

There was a great man and Governour who once, discoursing of Eeligion, 
Demanded of the Chiefe Banian in the Towne which Eeligion he thought was 
tbe true and best? The Banian replyed he could not tell, hut, says the 
Governour, which in your opinion ? whereupon the Banian Paused (doubting 
some designe upon him) j S'" : sayeth he, if you will please to give me some 
days to consider of it, I will tell you my opinion. The Governour gave him soe 
much time as he desired, in which intrime the Banian had many thoughts how 
to avoyde any (P) the Prince Governour might ensnare him into by his answcar, 
at last the time being expired he was resolved of his answear and went to the 
Prince Governour to deliver it; Well S'": says the Prince, I hope you haye 
brought me an answear now; Yes S": Eeplyed the Banian, pray Pardon it, here 
it is, setting downe before Mm a Eound Earthen Pott like a Globe, with Lines 
drawne upon it from the Bottom all centering in the Top. The Prince asked 
what that meant. S': said the B^ian, this Pott may Eepresent to you the 
world and the People or Inhabitants therein, and these Lines drawne upon it 
are to signify the Severall Eeligions and ways that there are to goe to heaven, 
Some goeing one way Some another, but all meet in Heaven. By which 
subtile answear the Prince was well pleased, and could take no advantage on it. 

There was once a Eich Banian attending at a Princes Court, aud the 
Prince asking him a very ordinary question, how far it was from the towne to 
the next, the Banian fearing some designe upon him, avoyded answearing 
possitively, but put it about to other standers by, wherupon the Prince, per- 
ceiving his feare and craft, redoubled the question upon him in hast, which the 
standers by hearing, one of them answeared the question aloud, and posaitive, 
and the Banian presently upon it replyed, You have heard what that person ‘ 
says. 

“ Another story hapned lately here. There was about the yeare 1663 as I re^ 
member a Commission sent out of the Court of Chancery for Examination of 
Witnesses in India upon a Sute of Law between S’": Geo ; Oxindeu and others 
fv^erein spmp pf the Banian'S cpuld give good evidence, wherefore when the 
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Commission came to be exercised the Banians were produced’ to give in their 
evidence, and thereupon the Parties whome their evidence would have pre- 
judiced put Cross interrogatories to them to Invalid their evidence according 
to the Laws in England, little thinking the Banians were soe little confined in 
their opinions as they are, for they asked them whether they Believed in Cod and 
in His Son Jesds Christ, and whether they believed the Holy Gospell of our 
Saviour Jestjs Christ to be true, to all which they presently answeared they did 
Believe, and said, there was noe difference between the English Religion and 
theirs, only the English killed Cows and eat fflesh which they did not doe : They 
were allsoe asked whether they would swear (according to their Custome by 
laying their hands on a Cow or a Calfes head) that they did heHeve in Cod and 
Jestjb Christ and his Cospell, and soe aU the articles of the Apostles Creed, the 
which they said they would doe ; for they said their Religion taught them that 
Jesus Christ was the Son of Cod, and they believed the English Religion to 
he true ; this S' ; I say passed here in the yeare 1663 ; the Banians being very 
eminent and intelligent Persons, by nameBiMGEE Parrack, the Honhle : Com- 
pany’s Broker, and his Brother Gullean ParbaorI. . . We have often times dis- 
coursed with these Persons and severall others of the Banians that come to our 
house about matters of Religion ; wbeu we tell them of the grossnes of their 
Idolatary, and the great Brrours in their Religion, and shew them the Excel- 
lency of the Christian Religion, to which they answear ns that their Bbamans doe 
allsoe teach them all those vertnes which we say our Religion doth, as humility, 
Patience, Temperance, Chastity, Charity, yea and Forgiveness of offences, and 
for their Idolatry they say they doe not worship those Images and Idolls which 
we see, as we thinke they doe, for they know and believe they are noe gods, But 
only Representations and Remembrances, for Cod they say is a more excellent 
being then to abide in a Temple or under a Tree, but those Images are there 
placed that they may the better direct their Worshipp to the Biety, they doe 
believe, they say, onr Religion to be very good, only we eat filesh, which they can- 
not approve of ; and We answear them to that, that they may be very good 
Christians and yet never eat any flesh and Prinke noe Wine ; for the Christian 
Religion gives the greatest liberty they can desire in meates and drinkes, only 
Requires Temperance, that we abuse not onr Selves nor the Creatures by Clnt- 
tony and drunkenness, but noe Christian will require them to eat fflesh or alter 
their habits to prove they profess that Religion, for those are things we esteem 
indifferent and of noe moment, and so they keep close to the Faith, and observe 
the Waityer matters of the Law, Justice, Mercy, and Truth. 

** In such discourse as this sometimes we drive them soe farr that they deny 
not but are allmost perswaded to be Christians, but for the Shame of Turning, 
and the diJficulty of bringing all their Family over, or leaving them j which 
indeed are great difficultys, when the Applause of men is more Sought for then 
the Praise of Cod. 

“ The Centooes which I ranke as the 4th Sort of Hindooes are part of the 
Rashbootbs and part of the Banian opinions. Some of them will and some of 
them will not eat jflesh and Fish, but none of them will eat the Flesh of Cows, 
and Oxen or Calves, and almost as few of them forbear wine, for those that 
eat noe Flesh will Caleb abonndance of strong drink , 2 according to the 


^ See p. cli, note. 

2 This is worthy of notice in face of the common allegation that the English 
excise system introduced the baste for strong drink. 
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practice of most People of their Profession in all Countrya,i these being generally 
Mechanicks are of more Eastick nature and grosser Idolaters then those before 
spoken of, yet not so bad as the 5th Sort, the Coolies, who are the most abject People 
of all Ihdia, and the moat to be Pittyed, for they are generall Vassals and Slaves in 
all Countrys and under all Covernments 5 let them run from one to another they 
are still the same, but tillers of the ground, kept in the greatest Slavery and 
allowed but so© much Sustenance as will keep them alive, and that cannot 
be denyed them, because the ground would not be sowed nor tilled without 
them. They may be called Hindooes because they are of the antient Inhabi- 
tants of the Country and have a Reverence for the Cow, but otherwise they make 
noe Distinction of Meats and drinks. Some indeed there are of the better sort 
of Parmers that are a little nice and will not eat with the Mooebs or Christians; 
they are most gross Idolaters, many of them Wisards and Witches, and the 
Devill hath a very large Dominion amongst them, as they themselves will con- 
fess. When we traveil up and downe the Country where we meet those People, 
our Servants will not suffer them to stand by to see us eat, for they say they have 
an evill eye, and will cause the meat to turne in the Stomach, soe that a Man 
Shall vomitt it all up, and his owne Blood and life with it, and this our owne 
People, the English, have seen ; and [I] have been told by an eye Witness that he 
with others being once a Travelling in the Country they came to a Small village 
where under some trees they stayed to dress some victualls, which being ready 
they satt downe to eat, at which Instant there passed by them [a] Coolee Woman, 
who, casting an ugly Squint upon their meat, which was hens and Rice, &ca., 
said don’t yon eat of that, and soe passed along on her way, at which they being 
hungry reasoned with themselves whether they should eat it or not, but con- 
cluded to forbear, and took it all and buryed it in a hole they dug in the 
ground, and stayed to provide and dress some more, which, taking up some time, 


^ “ These Hindooes doe none of them keepe any Sabbath, but some of them, 
espetially the Bramans and Banians, fast some of the Eleaveiith, some the 
14th day of the Moone, which fasts are observed by abstaining from eating 
bread or blitter or anything dressed or boyled, eating only fruits, Sweetmeats, 
or raw milke &ca. They have allsoe in August and September a moi'e peculiar 
time for fasting and Prayer in the nature of our Lent, which is very severely 
observed by some, Soe that they will not receive any Sustenance, or Stir from 
their place of prayer for some da 3 \s and weekes. There [are] such strange 
votaries amongst them as is very Strange ; men that vow for some yeares 
never to lye or sit downe, that will not hold their hands from off their heads 
because they will not imploy them in any evill, and many Marchants that 
leave off all worldly busynes and keepe themselves wholy to their divine 
worships. In October they begin their yeare with great feasting, Jollity, 
Sending Presents to all they have any busynes with, which time is called 
Dually, and in Feb. or March they have a feast as the Romanists called 
Carnival, the Indians Wkoolyc, when they doe all manner of mad Pranks, and 
so on. They are very Curious in their Meates, they wash their bodyes from 
top to toe before they eat, and sitt upon the bare ground, or a flower of Cows 
dung, with only a clout about them when they eat any Boyled Gome, or 
feast one another, but fruite or Sweetmeats they will eat without these 
ceremonies,” 
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wHen they had better preserved themselves from such evill eys and eaten it, 
one of the Company said he would see what became of the meat they had 
buryed ; Soe he went and uncovered it, and he found it all turned to Blood, 
whereupon he called his Company and they all observed it with admiration; from 
one of them I had this story. 

“Having been longer then I thought to he upon the Hindooes I shall now 
proceed to the Pabsbbs and be more breife in my account of them. 

“ The PARSEE8 are the antient Inhabitants of Persia, from whence those that 
now Inhabit here abouts fled, at Such time as the Mahometan Religion was by 
Violence planted in that Country, which was about 900 yearea since. Then 
severall of those Parsers resolving to suffer and undergoe any hardships rather 
then Submitt to Mahomett and his Followers Imbarq[ued themselves and their 
familys in a few alight built vessells of that Country and Committed themselves 
to the Mercy of the Wind and the Seas, not knowing whether they would [fare] (a 
most desperate undertaking), and at length it pleased God they were cast upon^the 
Coast of India between Surratt and Daman about 12 or 13 miles from Suratt, 
near the same place where the first English Ship that arrived in India was 
allsoe cast away, where escapeing to the Shoare with life, the Indians not used 
to such guests, yet being as oblidging People to strangers as any nation under 
heaven (as the English found them when the 8un, the first Ship we had in these 
parts was cast away at or near the same place) tooke yet this advantage upon 
them (if it may be soe tearmed) that they should live and inhabit with them if 
they would swear to them that tliey would not Kill Cows or any of that Sort of 
Cattell, and observe their Ceremonies of Marryage, that is to Marry their 
children young at 6 or 7 years old or there abouts, to which the Poore Parseeb 
floone agreed, and there seated themselves, the Towne being called Nausarreb, 
or by the” English Nuns ABBE, where since they have spread themselves about 
these parts of the Country, about 30 or 40 miles about Surratt, but there are 
very few farther in the Country, yet some, for they say a Parser was raised to 
great honour in the Court by Jangier this Mogulls grandfather. At the said 
place of Nausaree thear Cheif Priests reside, where tis said they have their 
Holy fire which they brought [with] them from their owne Country, and is never 
to goe out. They Keepe it soe constantly supplyed; they had a Church in 
Surratt ; but the Tumultuous Rabble of the Zelott Moors destroyed and 
tooke it from them when they were furious on the Hindooes. They have 
severall bnryall Places here abouts, which are built of Stone in the wide feilds, 
wherein they lay the dead Bodys exposed to the open air soe that the Ravenous 
fowles may and doe feed upon them. 

“ These People are of a different Shape and complection from all other People 
that ever I sawe in the World ; they are of all Professions, except Seamen, for 
they have hitherto held it unlawfull for them to goe to Sea, because they must 
then Pollute the Element of Water which they esteem holy, as they doe fire. 
But of late some few of tRem have adventured to transgress that ceremony. 
They have a great Reverence for Eire, and many of them will not put it out, but 
let it extinguish for want of matter ; they worship and acknowledge one God 
Allmighty and noe Images or Representations. But only the sun they doe 
adore, and they give this Reason for it ; that God Allmighty told them by their 
first Prophett that they should worship only one thing beside Himselfe and that 
thing should be that which was most like unto Him. Now they say there is noe 
one thing in the world soe much like unto God as the Sun, for it hath its light 
and heat in itselfe, which it disperseth and infuseth into all parts and Creatures 
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in the World, soa that it gives them life and light ; therefore they say they 
worship it, 

“President AtTiraiEB, one of the most ingenions men of our Nation that 
ever was in these parts, hath been somewhat Curious in his Enquiry into the 
Beligion of these People, and according to the account they have of the history 
of the World he is of opinion they had it from the Hebrews, it differing not 
much from Mobes. They say accoi’ding to these Prophesys the World will not 
last many hundreds of years longer, but that their Kingdom and Country will 
be Eeatored to them, and all Nations shall be of their Beligion ere the World be 
ended. 

“ Having given you a particular account of the Beligion and Practice of the 
Inhabitants of Cuzzabatt farr exceeding the leaves of Paper I thought the 
Belation thereof would have taken up ; I shall adventure to trespass a little 
farther on your Patience and give you a Small account of our Island of Bombay, 
where I now am, and according to the little time I have had to informe myselfe 
of this I desire you would measure the imperfect account I am able to render 
of it, 

“Bombay is an Island lying upon the Coast of India in about 18 degrees 
North Latitude ; Hwas given to the King of Enoland in Dowiy with Queen 
Kathebine the Daughter of Pobtitgall, anno 1662, But not delivered to the 
English untill anno 1668 ; and in 1668 his Majesty was pleased to give it to the 
East India Company by reason of some ill government. Since it hath been in 
the possession of the English both under the King and Company it hath not 
flourished or Increased in Commerce soe much as it might otherwise have done, 
and tis hoped will hereafter doe, and by reason there are other Islands lye between 
the Maine land and this, espetially one called Salsett upon which the PoB- 
TtJGALS have a notable Pass called Tannah, by which noe Vessell can pass into 
the adjacent Biyer and Maine, but by their Permission, for which they exact 
intollerable dutys, soe that the Comerce between this Island and the Neighbour 
Country of Decan is thereby wholy Impeded, therefore the only way to bring 
Trade to it and to make it famous must be by Sea, which is very facill, only a 
little and but a little Expensive at the first whereof I shall not insist here. 
Presuming the President (who is Governour of Bombay) and Counciil have 
represented the matter more effectually to the Company, 

“ Bombay is Inhabited by all the severall Nations or Sects of People I have 
before mentioned. Here is Mahumetans, and a place where they say one of 
the Saints of their Beligion was burjred, to which many come in Pilgrimage and 
doe homage at the grave ; here is Hindooes of all Sorts and a place to which 
they goe to pay their Devotions, esteeming it sacred and antient ; here is ailsoe 
some Pabsees, hut they are lately come since the English had the Island, 
and are most of them Weavers, and have not yet any place to doe their 
Devotion in or to Bury their Dead. But the greatest aud the ruling part for 
gome yeares past (that is since the Portugalls have had it) is that of the 
Christians, the Pobtxtgez haveing erected 5 : very fair and large Churches, aud 
divided the Island into soe many Parishes, though God knows the major Part of 
these Christians are verylittle Different from the Hindooes or uaturall Indians, 
and understand as little of Christian Beligion ; for they goe by the name of 
Bice Christians, that is those that profes and owne the Name of Christianity 
for Sustenance only, being a most miserable poore People, and kept in horrible 
Slavery, Subjection, aud Ignorance. But though since we have had the Island 
their yoke is much eased, and they seem to be desireous of knowing our 
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Religion, to tlae Propagation whereof on this Island a fair feild seems to he 
laid open, and how favr it may spread from hence Grod knoweth, who may 
increase into the Courts of all these Eastern Princes and the Powells of the 
Neighbour Countrys, if He have such Mercy in Sfcoare for soe meeke, gentiele 
and charitable a people. And if we were supplyed with able, sober, and 
orthodox and grave divines for the Ministry, there is great hopes of success. 
But the Company were (in our Judgment) much mistaken in those two sent out 
anno 1669 for this worke, one of them to preach and the other to teach a free 
Schoole, who were both soe very averse to all things taught and used by the 
Church of EitgUjAND, that instead of making new Proselits, they had lost many 
of our owne People, who refused to come to heare them, claiming the same 
liberty and priviledge which they very roughly and indiscreetly blobbed out to 
have themselves, that they would not hear the Common Prayer or Soe much as 
come into the place where it or the Lords Prayer, Apostles Creed, or Ten 
Commandments were said, directly contrary to the Honble ; Companys Laws 
which were sent out the same yeare they came, wherein they require that in 
Publique the Kings Ma^estie, the Peace, Happines and Prosperity of his King- 
domes, and the good and wellfare of the English East India Company be 
prayed for, and every Sunday the Apostles Creed, or some times in place 
thereof Athanasius Creed, and" the Ten Commandments, or the Summary 
thereof out of the 24 Chap, of St .’’Matthew 37, 38, 39 and 40, ver. be read,— 
these people, I say, were soe farr from observing this order of the Company 
that neither of them could be prevailed with at any time to read the Apostles 
Creed, nay or to say the Lords Prayer, which though the Companys Laws 
require it not, yet we thought as good and necessary as the other things it doth 
require. But one of them would some times, tho* a long time first, and that 
very rarely, would read one of the Chapters where the 10 Commandments was, 
and some times where the Lords Prayer was,. but the other of them never would 
or did to his Death. And when they marryed any they did it in a strange 
manner, making the marryed Sweare before God and the Congregation or 
Company present, which the Souldyers made very ill use of ; and because they 
would not bury the Dead many of them were highly offended, and indeed all 
.their ways were new and soe contrary fco the Custome and Education, and 
humour of the generallity there that it gave great offense and occasion of much 
debate, that not only the Pobthgez, to whose Priests, who are generally 
too well learned for such of our Ministers, these things were very novall 
and strange, but allsoe the Natives would enquire what Class or Sect of 
Englishmen they were, and to make the busynes worst, there was a Souldyer 
that came out that yeare allsoe, who pretended the light of the Spiritt, which 
moved him to Preach, and he had sometimes Delivered his Doctrine in Pnblicke 
among them, offering to Dispute it with any of the two Ministers, that he was 
as lawfully sent to Preach the Gospell as they were. But the Deputy Governour 
did not thinke it convenient to let him have the like liberty, and therefore 
tooke hold of him and clapt him in Prison, where after a short time he came to 
a soberer understanding. 

To conclude this paragraph of Bombay, I say we here upon the place doe 
find that men of this New Strains of opinion and learning are not at all fitt to 
plant the Gospell here ; for it must needs be that they will be disliked of the 
generallity of the English, which must certainely much divide and distract the 
opinions of new Proselites. And the humour of these People, nay I thinke the 
air of these Climates, doth much incline to the old orthodox Doctrine and 
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episcopall government, for we find generally tliose of that pei’suaaion are not 
soe positive and dogmaticall but more moderate and charitable (a virtue very 
agreeable to these People), and better learned, espetially in the antient Fathers, 
and Soe more able to hold a sound argument against the Pomish Priests then 
those of the other Persuasions. 

“ I shall not trouble you with more at present, having, I doubt, too much 
trespassed on you allready ; if you thinke this discourse may give satisfaction to 
any of the Company or Committee, who we hear, and by some passages have 
reason to heleive soe, are of opinion we that live here are men of noe conscience 
or honesty, bringing noe Eeligion with us on this aide the Gape, if you thinke it 
may be satisfactory to them, or others concerned in the Trade, or for their 
Eelations in these parts, I leave it wholy to your selfe to shew as your wiadome 
shall thinke fitt, reserving such part as Treats of particular concernes, &ca. 

“ S'" ; yours, &ca. 

“ Bombay, January 18 : 1671” O’.e. NT.S. 1672). 


No. % 

Morals Calcutta. 

This fragment in the India Office Records (O.G. 7526) is itself with- 
out date, and has the endorsement ; “ Extract of Mr. Adams’s letter^ 
Chajilnin at Calcutta.” 

It gives a very different picture of the morals and manners of the 
Company’s servants at Calcutta, at the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, from what Streynsham Master has given of his friends at Surat 
thirty years earlier, in the letter that has just been presented to the 
reader. 

The lapse of time may have made a change for the worse, and prob- 
ably had done so in Western India, but considering what we have 
gathered as to the Bengal factories from numerous extracts given in the 
preceding pages of this volume, it is hardly unjust to believe that the 
morale among these from early days was low. 

Benjamin Adams, Minister, appears in a MS. list of Company’s 
servants on the Bengal establishment of 1701-2, as having arrived 6th 
June 1700. . The next list preserved is of 1706, and in that his name 
does not appear. In the Court’s Letter to Bengal of 18th Dec. 1699, Ms 
nomination is thus announced : 

“ With our President Eybb, Mr. Benjamin Adams now takes his Passage 
as our chaplain. at the usuall allowance of ffifty pounds P. annum Salary and 
ffifty pounds' Gratuity j- he is recommended to hs for a Sober, Virtuous, learned’ 
Man, and We hope wiH fully answer his* character. He brings with him a very 
handsome Collection of modern books as an addition to the Library, presented 
by a Wortby Gentleman William Hewer, Esqr.,^ a member of our Court of 


1 Originally the servant, and for many years the faithful friend, of 
Mr. Pepys, 
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Committees. They are put op in a Press with a Catalogue fixed to the Inside 
Boor, Copy of whicli is enclosed, all of them are lettered on the Bach, and have 
an account of the Gift on the outside cover of each hook ; take great Care of 
their good usage and preservation.’’ 

The fragment is as follows : 

“ The Missionary Clergy abroad live under great discouragement and disad- 
vantage with regard to the easie and successful! discharge of their important 
Office. Por, to say nothing of the ill treatment they meet with on all hands, 
resulting sometimes from the Opposition of their Chiefs, who have no other 
Notion of Chaplains, bnt that they are the Oompanyes Servants, sent abroad 
to act for, nnder, and by them, upon all occasions; and sometimes from the per- 
verseness and refractoriness of others ; ’tis observable, that it is not in their 
power to act bnt by Legal Process upon any emergent Occasion, when Instances 
of Notorious Wickedness present themselves ; And because that can’t conve- 
niently be had at so great a distance, hence it comes to pass, that they must 
suffer silently, being incapacitated to right themselves upon any Injury or In- 
dignity offer’d, or (which is much worse) to vindicate the Honour of our 
Holy Religion and Lawes from the encroachments of Libertinism and Prophane- 
ness. 

“This every body knows, and that knowledge is constant ground for Licen- 
tiousness and ill manners, to those especially whose dissoluteness prompts them 
to level both Persons and Things, when that may serve to the gratifyingof their 
own extravagant and wild Humour and Interest. 

“ Were the Injuryes and Indignities small and trivial, and such as as in time 
by a competent care and prudence might either be avoided or redrest, a man 
would choose to bear them with patience, rather than give himself the trouble 
of representing them to Superiors. But notorious Crimes had need be noto- 
riously represented, or the Infection would grow too strong and epidemical. 

“ For what, for instance, can any man say to that Incestuous as well as Adul- 
terous Marriage of S': Nicholas Wyett, President for Affairs of the New 
Company at Suratt, with his Neece, at a time when he expected his own Lady 
by the next Shipping Or to that other Adulterous Marriage of W“: Warren, 
Surgeon to the Factory at Calcutta, with Elizabeth Binns a Widow there, 
tho’ admonished, advis’d, and caution’d to the Contrary, when She and every 
body that knew Mr. Warren, knew also that he was marryed to another woman, 
who would have come out to him, if he had had a mind to it? But it seems 
that the obligations of Marriage, or anything else, are of little Consideration 
with Mr. Warren, being a man of most pernicious Principles and debaucht 
Manners .2 

“I might Instance in several things of this Nature which occur daily to the 

^ This scandalous affair of Sir Nicholas Waite is referred to by Governor T. 
Pitt in a letter to President Colt at Surat, dated August 25th, 1701 (B. M. 

• Add. MSS. 22,843, No. 95): " 

-.'‘I wonder not at the Incestious nuptialls of S': Nicholas, who “came of a 
race that never stuck at any thing. The 'Company did write us that he was 
sent for home, if soe ’tis an additional comfort to his marryage.” 

2 “William Warren, Chirurgeon’, appears in the list for 1701-2 already 
referred to. In that of Dec. 1706, he is said to have “laid down the service” 
since the preceding year. 
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great Scandal of our Christian Profession among other Europeans, not to men- 
tion how easily the more strict and reserv’d among the Heathens may reproach 
us in that particular Enormity, which I have been speaking of.’' 

In Court’s Letter to Bengal of 20th December 1699, I find : 

“ If Doctor Wabren he an Industrious honest able man, We leave it to you 
to make his Sailary up to 36k pr. annum. We have not heard from his Wife as 
yet, hut when ever she desires it, We will give her leave to come over to him on 
our Shipping.” 


No. 3. 

Dr. Bulkley, Naturalist. 

I print the following as the only indication I have yet come upon, 
among the Records, of a student of Nature. “ Edward Bulkley, 
Chirurgeon’’, appears in a list of servants at Fort St. George in 1701-2, 
but wirh no other particulars. He had, however, been in the service there 
since about 1691-2, for the Court write in a letter to Fort St. George, 
of 16th April 1697, finding fault with the maintenance of two chirur- 
geons at the Fort, whereas one only was intended to be permanent : 

“ When we understood Mr. Heatheield was dead .... we resolved to 
supply you as soon, and as well as we could, and accordingly sent yon five or 
six years since Mr. Bulkelet, one who was every way very fitly qualified to 
serve us, by his large experience of India, as well as here, and as fit for prescrib- 
ing Phisick as Manuall Operation,” etc. 

And in their letter of 28th October 169S they write : 

”If it he a favour to Dr. Bulkely to he a Justice of the Peace you may com- 
missionate him thereunto, he being we douht not capable and honest.” 

The Court, also, in a letter of 20th Deer. 1699, recognise Bulkley’s 
good deserts, and allow him an augmentation of 30 pagodas a year 
towards his house-rent. But his own letter here given is subsequent, 
and asks for the remainder of Ms house- rent. He continues as surgeon 
till 1708. In the following year he ceases to appear as surgeon, but 
the same person (apparently) is entered as “ Land Customer”, and 
6tli of Council ; in 1710 as Storekeeper and 7th of Council ; in 1711 
and 1712 as Paymaster and 5th of Council ; then he appears no more. 
Mr. Charles Dubois was for many years a member of the Court of 
the Old Company. 

From Edward Bulkley, Chinirgeon on the Estahllslment of Fort St. 

George, to Mr, Charles Dubois, Merchant, London.^ 

Houourd. S'"; 

‘‘I have allready wrote to you by this ship which letter goes in your 
Paekett, this goes per Mr. Richard Chadsley Surgeon of the GosfrigU, by 
whom I have sent you 5 volumes of plants— they are most of them such as grow 


^ O.a 7880. 
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near this place, most of which, you will receive from your Brother better done : 
4 of the Books have a Catalogue of their names in Malabar, the 5th hath not the 
names inserted, being putt up in hast j there is allso 2 parcells of Seeds, all 
newe and fresh, divers of which I hope may growe with you, there is allso a 
Piau goord and a glass jarr with 2 sorts of fruit in pickle, the larger, called 
Shegada in Mallabar and Avagooda in Gentue, appears very strange and un- 
common within as you will find upon cutting.^ The smaller is called Punnooe in 
Mallabar and Gentue. I did designe a further collection by the Bedford, but 
am hindered by the trouble the Moobs has given us of late, of which you will 
have a full account in your Generali. The pretence is Satisfaction for the Pyra- 
cyes committed on their shipping which have been divers, I believe the unbe- 
coming behaviour and Expressions of those belonging to the Newe Company 
have contributed much to the mischiefe we feele and fear, I pray God direct you 
to some speedy redress of the greivances your trade labours under, which are 
truly very great ; in ray other letter is an Invoyce of such Medicines as will 
be proper to be sent out, for this Garrison especially. During my abode bere, I 
have sent divers Invoyces, but never yet had a chest putt up thereto conforming, 
but left to tbe discretion of the Apothecary who can not be a competent Judge, 
otherwise then as directed .* I humbly request that you will cause my Invoyce to 
be made use of when any order passes for the putting up of medicines for this 
place. I did in my former letters request your favour towards the procuring 
the remainder of my House rent, which is 20 pagodies more than all ready al- 
lowed, the smallness and scantiness of the Hospital! has occasion’d the charge of 
my adjoyning House, which is not large or stately (such affectation being farr 
from me) but only such as necessity and decency may require, ^ and as large allowed 
in other places with another priviledge which I could never yet ohtein, otherwise 
then at my own charge, viz. ; Pallankeen hire, it is allowed Mr. Wabben the 
Surgeon in Beno-all, and also the surgeon’ of Bombay, and I can not tell 
why it should not be allowed here, I being obliged to attend at all hours, even 
in the greatest heats and allso flux of Rain, and that many times, to places 
Remote from the Garrison, the smallness of my Sallary (being less than the 
surgeons of the smallest ships) obliges me to request some additional kindness 
and is no more then what others have, I hope it will not seem amiss or unreason- 
able. 

‘‘I submitt my Selfe S": to your discretion and disposall, I believe Oapt. 
Beomwell will be ready to joyn with you in any thing you shall thinke fitt to 
propose on my behalfe j I shall be glad by ail opportunityea to receive your 
commands who am 

“ S’" your most Humble and much obliged Servant 

‘‘EdwD: BuLKLET. 

PoBT St. GEOBas 

“feb: 28“*: 170i.” 


1 Avciffooda, according to Forbes- Watson’s Zist, is Trichosanthes pahiiatcc, 
Roxb. I cannot trace Bunnooc. 

2 We read in C. Lockyer’s book, already quoted in note at p. cclxix: “ The 
Hospital joins the New-House by the Water-Gate to the Northward is a long 
Building, and has a Piazza with a Paved court before it ; at one end of the 
Court is the Plaister-Room, and at the other, an Apothecary’s Shop ; where 

the Medicines are j^reTpavccl after the PrcscrixMons of the ingenious Dr. B y” 

etc. (p. 21). 
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No. 4. 

Cyclone Wave at Masulipatam. 

This brief narrative is marked O.C. 46G3, and was transmitted in a 
long letter from Surat Council to the Courts dated Swally Marine, 
24th Jany. 1679-80 (0.0. 4691), which says (para. 96) : 

. could heartily wish we were able to give you by this conveighance an 
accompt how things are with your Servants at Metchlepatam, and on that 
Coast, there having happened in October last a most dreadful! Storme and Inun- 
dation in those parts, as you maybe pleased to read in an inclosed Paper received 
from Mr. Cholmley at the Diamond Mines ...” 

The Imperial Gazetteer, under Masulipatam, notices ‘‘the storm 
wave of 1864 which swept over the entire town, and is reported 
to have destroyed 30,000 lives. As happens not nnfrequently, this 
disaster occurred at night, so that many were drowned in their beds. 
Even in the European quarter the survivors owed their lives to being 
warned in time from the fort, so that they were able to escape to the 
upper storeys of their houses. A similar calamity is traditionally re- 
lated to have befallen the place in the days of Dutch occupation. 
Doubtless this tradition refers to the storm wave of 1679, reported in 
our present extract. There is a mere mention of this “ terrible inunda- 
tion”, and the damage suffered by the Dutch Company, in Valentijn 
(Y. 66), who refers for full particulars to the work of “ Ileer IlavartJ^^ 

“A Narrative of the Inundation that happeiied at Metchlepatam on the 
Coast of Chormandell in India.’’ 

“ The Storme began on Monday the 13“' October 1679, held all that day and 
at ten of the clock at night blew with such violence from the Eastward that it 
brought the sea into the towne ; which flowed so fast that in a quarter of an 
houre, it was covered with water Man’s height ; and so soaked the foundations 
of the houses that the winds easily overturned them, and the waters carried away 
about halfe the Towne. 

“The highest and strongest houses have escaped indifferently, and amongst 
them the English ffactory ; nothing of the Dutch standing save the posts, 
and the house the Cheif lived in, they have lost 200 bales of cloth, besides other 
goods, and some perticular persons to the amount of 2000 and 3000 Pag*: 
Goodea (the usual residence of the Governor) carried clear away, and himself 


1 Similar catastrophes have occurred on that coast, also at Coringa, c. 1706 
and in 1787, and from Vizagapatam to Nursapore in 1839 (Morris’s Godaveri 
District, pp. 52, 254, 290). 

2 This book, Op-en Ondergmg mn Coromandel, etc., door Daniel Havart, 
Med. Doct., Amsterdam, 1693 (sm. 4to.), is in the B. M. Library. In vol. ff, 
p. 196, commences a letter from a friend of the author who was present, 
giving a detailed account of the disaster. 
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drowned, tLree sLips in fhe Road lost, and all the Boates in this place either 
staved or drove away, abundance of people ruined, and to the number of 15000 
(as near as can he guessed) drowned, it reached to most of the adjacent Townes 
and swept them clear away ; about 4 the next morning the wind abated, and the 
water began to fall and shrinke within their old bounds, which had it continued 
but a small time longer had together with the Xowne destroyed all the persons 
living in Metchlepatam.” 

The endorsement : “Eec’d. per Bengala, 4th July 1680.” 


No. 5. 

Certain Papers written by, or connected with, Henry Gary. 

Of this Mr. (or Captain) Gary some brief account has been given at 
p. clxxiv, supra, I have more recently found that he came out first as 
factor attached to the ship John in 1645. He subsequently held a great 
variety of employments. In 1656 he was on the Surat establishment 
with a salary of £100, but was then discharged, with many others, to 
reduce expenses. Bombay, of which he was at this time Deputy 
Governor, was not transferred to the Company till 1668, The present 
preposterous proclamation was issued by him in support of Sir Edward 
Winter’s violent proceedings at Madras (siipra^ p. cclxxvii), under what 
influence I cannot say. 

"Ry the honoble: Henbt Gaby JEsqr, Deputy Governor of Ms Majesties 
garrison and Island of Bombaim, with all and singular its Forts, CastleSf 
territories, jurisdictions i etc. .* Commander in Qheif of all his Majesties forces 
which at present are in India, or which hereafter shalbeimployed there for his 
Majesties service during his Majesties pleasure .u 

“ Whereas I am certainly informed that there are divers of his Majesties 
Subjects belonging to Robt St. Geoeqe under the Command of the Rt: Wor- 
sliipfull S": Edwabd Winter Knt: Barronet etc. , Mutinous and disaffecting 
persons to his Majesties Government there and elsewhere, and amongst the rest 
M'. George Poxcropt formerly Agent at said place for the English East 
India Company, Nath: Foxcroet his son and Mr. Jeremy Sambrook, now 
Prisoners in said Fort for treasonable words and practises against his sacred 
Majesty, and that the said Mutinous and disaffecting Persons have attempted to 
have attached, apprehended and secured the Person of the said S": Edward 
Winter together with Mr. Benjamin Clapton, who was secured and kept 
close prisoner in Metchlepatam by Mr. W™. Jearsey chiefe of that place, 
for the said English East India Company, being sent thether by the said S*: 
Edward Winter to deliver a protest (made in his Majesties name) against the 
said Mr. Jearsey for intercepting and detaining his Majesties Letters and 
others his Majesties Subjects, and also have conspired and endeavoured the 
releasement and inlargement of the said prisoners contrary to the Lawes of 
peace of our Soveraigne Lord the King, These are thex'efore in the Kings 


V 


1 O.G. 3219. 
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Majesties name sti*aigEt to charge and command all and every of yon that yon 
unanimously concur, agree, and consent to the keeping and detayiiing the said 
Mr. Geobge Foxcroet, Nathaniel Foxoeoet and Mr. Jeremy Sam- 
BBOOKE prisoners till Shipping present for their transportation for England, 
or his Majestie having certaine information of the case be pleased otherwise 
to dispose of them, and also that for the future you forbeare and desist from all 
manner of seizure of the person of the said S^: Edwabd Winter or any other 
of his Majesties Loyall Subjects there, or any of their estate or estates, but 
henceforth honour and respect the said S': Edward Winter as Grovernor of 
the said Fort St. George, not presumeing to act or speake anything against 
his Majesties power, authority or Government there, or in any wise hinder, im- 
peade or molest the same and keepe the just and Lawfull orders and commands 
of him the said S': Edward Winter in order to his Majesties affaires as 
Loyall, faithfull and obedient Subjects ought to doe as you will answer your con- 
tempt at your utmost peril. 

Given under my hand and Seale at his majesties Fort and garrison of Bok- 
BAIM this day of August Anno Domini 1667. 

“ To all his Majesties Subjects of Great Brittain of what degree or quality 
soever resideing in Fort St. George, and to all others his majesties Subjects 
in the Oriental Indies and to every of them.” 

Against this precious document Air. Foxcroft writes a letter of pro- 
test to Mr. Gary, dated 8th October 1667. It appears to have been 
introduced by a co23y of Gary’s proclamation, and then “To Mr. Henry 
Gary, Deputy Governonr in Bombaim”.^ 

“ Worshipfull S'; 

“ The above written is copy of a paper published in the Church to all the 
English in the place and was afterwards posted up in the Corps d% Guard, 
and pretended to come from yourselfe as author thereof, but when I considei’ 
what a bundle of follies, impertinences, exorbitant and Bidiculous Commands are 
contained therein, it cannot enter into my beliefo that such a peece should be 
the product of the Wisdome of a person that may assume or be worthy to be 
graced with so ample and honourable Titles as I finde in the front thereof, but 
rather to be the invention and contrivance of S'; Edward Winter (whose 
Image it bears though he affixes your name to it) being wholly calculated to the 
Maridian of his owne security, against his Murder, Blood, Mutiny, and Bobbery, 
being Conscious of his owne guilt and in feare of a just punishment as the de- 
served issue of his violent and treacherous usurpation of the honourable Com- 
panya Fort and Authority (from which they ejected him) and Estate of which 
he hath fellinoualy robbed them since the usurpation, as well as he had before 
palpably defrauded them of vast sums of money,, and this though done in dark- 
ness he found was come into soe clear light that he could no longer hide 
it” 

And so on at great length , ending with a recapitulation of the powers, 
etc., anew conferred upon the writer by the Company, and conclud- 
ing: 

" I write not these things in a vain glorying in my Tytles, but for a friendly 


1 O.C. 3221. 
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Caution to yon not to intangle nor intytle yonr selfe to tbe damage of tlie 
Honourable Company or their unlawfully Imprisoned servants, which this Paper, 
were it yours, would involve you in, of which I hope yon are not guilty, and 
under this beliefe I take leave to subscribe my selfe 

“ Yonr friend and Servant.” 

The following is a sample of Gary’s reply, dated From Ids MajesUfs 
Fort and Garrison of Bombaim, June the 8th, 1668”J 

"Mr. PoxoROFO? 

" I received the 30th March by the hands of Mr. Joseph Hynmers from 

Goa yonr I know not what to call it, for it surpasses immodestly the 

limits of a Letter, and is extravagant in the License of a Libel. If you know 
not of what spirit you are yourself, how blinded with the thick and. noysome 
foggs of your passion, yet I and others doe, and so being acquainted with the 
principalis and sentiments of your heart, out of the abundance whereof your 
fowle mouth speaks I wonder not at that your sordid language, and dirty dyalect, 
that is the true Sibboleth of a person of your party. Your stile is as rampant 
now as it hath been rurapant formerly, the truth is it bespeaks you to be one of 
these JBomhardci’gladios-ftm-hasta-jlainmiloqiLentes^j^ etc., etc. 


Letter of Mr. Henry Gary to the Company.^ 

Dated, "Bombay the U Jan: 167J. 

"Honble: Eight Worshipfull, Worshipfull, &ca. 

I addressed unto your Honours &ca: a few Lines by the SuccBsse and 
Scipio AffricanuSf but having more time afforded me than I expected in this 
Juncture of Affaires, I thought it but necessary (as in Duty bound) to present 
you with such Newea to your Intelligence for your Divertisement, as my Corre- 
spondence brought unto mine. 

‘‘ Sevahee Eaja carried on by an Ambitious Desire to be fam’d A Mighty 
Conqueror, left Eaibi** his strongest bold in the Kingdome of CxJNCAN, at the 
latter end of the last faire Montzoone, and Marched with his army consisting of 
20,000 Horse and 40,000 footeinto Garnateek, where the Tblinoas have Two of 
the strongest holds in these Parts called CHiNDi,(and) Chindawer,® where many 
Merchants are considerable Inhabitants, and with a Successe as happy as Caesars 
in Spaine, he came, saw, and reported soe vast a Treasure in Gold, Diamonds, 
Emeralds, Eubies, and Wrought Corall, that have strengthened his armes with 
very able Sinewes to prosecute his further Yictorious designes. Hee is at present 


1 0.0. 3219. 

2 Sic, It is taken from a copy, and probably made unintelligible by the 
transcribers. I suppose it a quotation from some macaronic imem. 

3 0.0. 4314. 

^ Rdhirl (see MUot, vii, 289), the Rairee of Grant Duff, and of Dr. Fryer, 
a hill fort among the Northern Ghats, 65 miles S.E. of Bombay, which was 
long the residence of Sivaji, who changed its name to Eaigarh, by which it 
is now known. 

® Chindi = Ghenji^ commonly called Ginyee in Orme, etc.; Ghiiidawer = 
Tanjorc. 
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before Banca, Pobb,i Two otber very^strong GJiurrs orEocka, wkicli soe soone 
as he hath taken in (being noe lease dexterous thereat than Alexander the 
G-beat was, for by the Agility of his winged men (him Selfe terming them Birds) 
he tooke in lease than 8 months time from the Mooull, which he had delivered 
up to his than Generali Eaja Jessing-, ^ 23 inaccessible ones, resolves against 
ViJAPORE, the Metropolis of the Eingdome of Deccan propin(ine to them ; 
and being become master thereof, has vowed to his Pagod, never to sheath his 
sword till he has reached Dillt, and shntt np Obangsha in it. Mora Punt, 
one of his Generalls, hath also of late plundered Tbiimbecb:, Nasser, and other 
considerable places within the Mognlls Territoryes which hath added much to his 
Treasure.3 

“ By the Advice Pinke which arrived at this yonr Celebrated Port on ffriday 
last the 4th Currant in Two months time from China with Copper, very oppor- 
tunely to supply your Mint house, I gathered from her Comander John Nichol- 
son, That the Tartars had regained in that Mighty Empire, what CoxoNS Son^ 
(now King of Ilha eeermosa) had taken from them, caused through his un- 
vigilancy and Libinoua liveing, which lulled him so much in Pleasure that he 
utterly neglected to provide for his Sonldiers Pay, for want of which they 
mutining gave advantage to his Enemy and cansed his Euine. 

“ I Humbly conceive that your Honours &ca: have already heard of the un- 
timely Death of Sultan Mahamud, eldest son to Obangsha, poysoned by an 
Eunnch through his Brother Sultan Mahazum’s Contrivance and Comand 
who aspu’es at the Diadem of Hindostan, os indeed both Sultan Azum: and 
Eckbab, his Brothers, doe the same.*^ The Patans a Warlike Nation bordering 
upon the Mogulls Dominions gives often Allarmes to his Army, and hath killed 
him many men of late. ShASTAckaun,^ the Kings Unkle, is marched from 
BENG4.LA with a very formidable Army to invade the Kingdome of Abcan, with 
orders from his Nephew to advance as far as Pegu, and conquer it ,* that is if he 
can ? But ’tis feared by some of the more Politique, that he will in the Enter- 
prise confirme the Spanish Proverbs La Qodicia rompe il Sacco and Quien todo 
Co quiere, todo lo pierde. Itt is credibly reported that the said OmiVs Trea- 
surer imports 40 Oorors of Eupees, besides vast Sumes of Gold in Mores or 
Sunnies7 and Jewells, and that it is much more than the King has at present in 


^ These I cannot identify ; they ought to be near Bijaptir. 

2 Jai Singh, E4j4 of Amber or Jaipdrj was a general of great repute in the 
service of Aurangzib. Concerning the forts see Grant Duff, vol. i, chap. vi. 

^ Moro Pant was Sivaji’s Peshwa, and one of his most prominent Captains. 
Nasser is, no doubt, a mistake for Ndsih. Trimbah is a place of Hindh pil- 
grimage near the springs of the Godaveri, 20 miles S. W. of Ndsik. 

^ Coxon’’ is presumably the Goxinga of the Dutch, the pirate conqueror 
of Formosa. 

® Mahommed Sultdn, the eldest son of Aurangzib ; Mahommed Mu’azzam 
Shdh 'Alam, the second son j Mohammed A’zam, third son ; Akbar, the fourth 
(see Blliot, vii, 196-6). 

^ Shalstah ICh4n, long Naw4b of Bengal, of whom we have heard mnch in 
Hedges’ Diary, 

^ I don’t Imow what sunni is, unless a pagoda; qu. a form of liuyi ? Sumid 
is given as the Deccani form of (Hind.) sond, gold. 
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hia Qamnna,^ Bahattdur Ohauk,^ tlie Kings fPoster Brother, 'who remayned 
in Deccan- many Yeares, attending Sevagees Motion, hat effected little mate- 
rial! against him, by reason of being corrupted by^him, feeding frequently his most 
insatiable avarice with Gold, was about 4 months since sent for up to Court. 
Reported either to be called to a strict Account or bee made Dwan, which latter 
I rather believe, the King having ever had an extraordinary Kindnesse for him. 
But as I was actually writeing of this an Aviso came from Court, that Orangsha 
had not only divested him of all his Titles and Honours, and ejected him of his 
favour, but likewise deprived him of all his Treasure (which was very consider- 
able) and comanded him to goe a Pilgrimage to Mega and Medina. In his 
Roome was sent Deldbl Ckan^ a stout Patan Omra, yet notwithstanding he 
joyned his Army with Bulled Ckan his Countryman, who hath the Young 
King of ViJAPORE in his power, under pretence of being his Protector (which 
the Deccanies will by no means endure, but have him in their owne) gave them 
Battell in the which they Received a very considerable overthrow, the Deccanies 
being the farr better Souldiers and better mounted. 

“ The Hollanders keep up their Reputation still here in India especially 
amongst the Portuguezes, for having been soewell beaten by them not careing 
to heare of the eerenches Victory in Europe, and seeme to have an absolute an- 
tipathy to that Nation ; about the breaking up of the last Raines there arrived 
at SuRRAT Rivers mouth 5 stout shipps sent from Batavia and Columbo 
to meet with eerench ships they supposed might hee sent to these 
Northerne parts from eerance, hut theire expectations were ff rustrated, for 
there came not soe much as a boat from thence this Montzoone, which makes 
them very low, and are faine to use many Arts and ffineses to pacify theire Cre- 
ditors, who are veiy Clamorous, Faire bonne mine au mauvais jeu. Little of 
that prosperity hath the eerench Company Experimented which theire King 
expi’essed in the Motto he gave them to put to their Armes, Elorebo quo- 

CUNQUE EERAR. 

“ The Arabs of Mascatt have lately taken in the Road of Cong a shipp 
belonging to Callian, a Port in Sevagees Dominions a little above Tanna, 
which wore English Colours, and had an English Captain to bee Comander, 
One William May, who lent her Owners 10,000 Rujps: on Bottomarie, he being 
then on shore when they surprised her. It is very much feared if they hee not 
suppressed (which ought to hee done with some sentiment of Honour) they will 
become Worse than either the Waddells^ or Malabar Pirates, having now 
lying at the Babs^ 4 shipps to intercept Portuguese (which made the Vizo Eey 
prohibitt them going to Mocha) and such other Vessells upon whome they can 
make the least Pretence 


^ IChazdna, Treasury”. 

2 See Mliot, vii, 265. 

^ Doubtless JOiler lOidn^ an eminent officer of Aurangzib in the Deccan, and 
Abul Karim Balilol Klidriy respecting wdiom see Grant Buff, i, chaj). viii, p. 
1S6, note (Bombay edition, 1863); and Fryer’s Travels, jjp. 147, 169. 

^ The Yddhels were a class of Rajputs associated with the Vagher j^irtites 
of Dw4rka in Kdthidw’tir. A. Hamilton speaks of the Warrel plunderers at 
the south-east of that peninsula, probably the same tribe, 

^ A name (j)robably English sca-slang) given to the Island of Perim, in the 
Straits of Babelmandel 
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“ If I have any wales exceeded by my advisall, I humbly beseech your Honours 
&ca. to Pardon 


“Honble: Et: Worshipfull; Worshipful, &ca: 

“ Your most faithfull, most humble, and most 
obedient servant 

‘*H. Oabt.” 


The following curious certificate to Gary’s Protestantism api^ears in 
the India Kecords without context (O.C. 4713). have found him 
again in communication with Sir Thomas Grantham at the time of the 
Bombay Mutiny of 1683-4 {supra, p. clxxiv). I have not come upon 
any later notice of Gary, but I have made no special search. 


** These are to certifie whome it may concerne that whereas the Worshipfull 
Henbt Gaby Judsfe of the Island of Bombay hath been reported and accused 
to be a Roman Catholick ; wee whose names are subscribed doe declare that wee 
doe believe him to be much injured and have great Eeasone to thinck him to be 
a Good Protestant according to the Church of Enq-lakd haveing given such 
signall Testimonies thereof, Pr. his often Expressing his ahhorrency to, and 
detestation of the abominable Superstition and Idolatry of the Church of Rome ; 
Pr. his free contribution towards the building our Church in Bombay ; Pr. his 
constant frequenting the public service ; and Especially Pr. his comunicating 
with most of ns the Holy Eucharist, Wittness onr hands this 1 day of January 
1680^’ (Le., 1681). 


" John Peance 
** Peachib Watson Olen 
Isaac Polwhele Olert 
(etc,) 

(33 Signatures in all.) 


“ Jno: Chilhe 
“Mansell Smith 
“Eban*^* Day 
“ J. Hobnigold.” 
(eic.) 


No. 6. 

PULO CONDORE. 

These papers are connected with the settlement of a factory of the 
New (English) East India Company on that island — a favourite scheme 
of Allen Gatchpoolo (see pp. cx-cxii), who established it in June 1702, 
and perished miserably, with the settlement which he had founded, on 
the night of 2nd-3rd March 1705. 

The first paper (A) is a report to the Court of the Company on the 
island by Mr. Catchpoole himself.^ His idea seems to have been to 
attract the Chinese traders thither, where the China trade might be 
carried on without the constant interruptions and vexations to which 
it was subjected in the ports of China. 

(B)^ is a letter from Mr, Ambrose Baldwyn, the chaplain, and one of 


1 O.C. 8188. 


2 O.C. 8439. 
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tlie few eventual survivors. For, as will be seen from Mr. Ciming- 
bame’s second letter, there was a second massacre which swept away 
most of those who had survived the first. 

(C) ’- is the letter of instructions given to Mr. Baldwyn by Mr. Cun- 
inghame and other gentlemen of the settlement when they despatched 
him to announce the disaster and seek assistance. 

(D) .2 A second letter from Mr. Cuninghame to the same persons, 
written from Ding-moy on the mainland. 

(E) .3 A detail of the persons who were killed, and of those who 
escaped in the first massacre. 


■ (A.) 

May it please you Condoue the 8th July 1703. 

“ Most Honoured Sirs. 

Hayeing bin here now above four months I believe it my duty to give 
your honours an account of this Island ; the best I am able from my own 
observations and what I could possibly learn from others, and this being the 
product of spare hours whilest no shipp was here, I will not in this mention 
anything to your honours hut what perticularly relaites to this your honours 
Island. 

“ It lys at the enterance into the Bay of Stam neare to the Oambo jan and 
Champa shears, being as by Mr. Henry Smith’s account thence : 30 leagues 
from the mouth of the river Dingmoy (or new province) which is a little to the 
Eastward of Camboja river : These Gondore Islands also ly between the 
paralels of about: 8“: 36^ : aud 8“: 47^ H- Lattitude ; But our ffort on the Maine 
Island lys by very nice observation in the Latt'^: of 8®: 41 ^ H. 

“ The Maine or bigeat Island runs HE" and SW*" about 12 miles in length, and 
about 4”*; in breadth, in its broadest part ; It has thirteen other Islands lying 
round about it (as your Hono'* will see in the draught, which I presume to send 
your Honours herewith), two of which are about 3 mile long and one broad : two 
are about a mile each way over : and two are about three quarters of a mile 
over: the other seven are very small. One of them is a hare rock lying 
about 15. miles Eastward of our fortj from which the inhabitants tell us 
they procure the birds nests, which are in these parts esteemed so great a 
restorative : The rest of the small Islands are woody and produce little or 
nothing ; But on the great or Maine Island are two or three large plains. The 
best and bigest is that where we are settled and the only one where the Cochin 
Chinas inhabit, it contains by esteemation Two thousand Acres of ground, 

‘‘We have Timber trees everywhere in great plenty, many of them strait, 
large and tall ; generally very h^rd, and of a close grain, some like Lignum 
Yitse, others like Ebhony and other like Box, The Timber of the Dammar Tree 
(mentioned by Capb Dampier) as to its graine very much resembles English 
Elme but its heavyer. It seems to be very propper for building of shipps, especi- 
ally those parts which must lie under water, for it has bin observed here that 
when other woods under water have been eaten by the worms, this has never bin 
ouched, by reason (as may be believed) of that gummy juice with which it soe 
much abounds. And our Carpenter here tells me, the best time to fell 


1 O.C. 8341. 


2 O.C. 8358. 


O.C. 833D. 
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these trees is when the sapp ia up : And yet we observe the inhabitanfes make 
their prows (or boats) with another sort of wood, which is also very heavy, prob- 
ably because this is not easily cut into planks, espetially before it be very well 
dryed j for the gummyness soe clogs the saw, that *tis very laborious to cut. 
With the juice of these trees drawn (as Oaph Bampier desci’ibes) the inhabitants 
make Bammers (or Torches) to use in their houses, and to goe a fishing on the 
Rocks. I have not seen any other use they put it to, and for that a little serves 
them. It much decays the tree, and altho it looks green and flourishing 
without, yet they rot within, and about the holes which are cut for drawing: 
and this rotteness about the holes has bin a great ease to our people in clearing 
the ground, for when we have cut a little round, the wa-ite of the tree above, and 
the rotteness below makes it fall much sooner than could be expected. 

The wood of the wild Nutmeg tree is the lightest of any we have, the graine 
of it resembles that of English Beach, it generally grows straight, it is proper 
for severall uses in building, as also for oars and small topmasts : But the 
best wood we have for yards and topmasts, is a tree which grows up to a 
considerable heigth, and then sends forth branches from which comes other 
branches, long and slender, bending downwards till they enter the ground 
and take root (as the tree does in Bengal vulgarlyi^ called the Banian tree). 
The wood of this when dryed is very light and tougher than English Ash ,• 
whiles! it is green it may easely be cut into anything, but when it is dry, tis 
difficult to make it answer the tool, or to cut it smooth, the grain cf it being soe 
extreamly cross, haveing one part running thwarting, or counter to the other. 
There are severall other sorts of trees which grow like this, but their wood ia 
heavyer and does not grow soe regularly, strait and tall, before they branch out. 

‘‘ We have another sort of wood also very like in graine and toughness to 
English Ash, soe that this Island is rather ovei-stocked with wood and 
Timber, very fit for all kind of uses except masts for ships, but I question not 
but we have many trees which in case of necessity would serve for that also : 
there being severall sorts besides the before mentioned which we have not as yet 
tasted (as the Carpenters call it). 

“ As to the fruit trees here are sundry sorts growing wilde : I think the Man- 
goes doe not by any means come up to Caph Pampiees account of them, for 
their season being towards the latter end of the dry time, and the trees growing 
on sides of hills, and in loose hollows, and they want(ing) that nourishing moisture 
which is requisite to their due maturity, they are much short of those in 
Bbngall, but I believe if they were managed with a propper cultivation they 
might become equall to those of other couutrys, and I believe the same of many 
other fruits growing here, soe that with all submission I wish your honours 
would think good to send an extraordinary good gardiner to reside here. 

“ The Wild Nutmeg tree grows very strait and round, but seldome exceeds a 
foot, and never a foot and a balfe Diamiter ; the fruit exactly resembles tbe true 
Nutmeg, having an outside coate, as thick as that on a Walnut, within this rind 
is the Mace incircling a thinn shell which incloses the nut. The Mace is not 
within the shell (as Cap‘: Bahpibr I think says). The nut has a rough harsh 
and hot taste, and some of them seem to have a little spicey smell and taste ; We 
have killed wilde pigeons with severall of them in their craws : Doubtless could 
some grafts of the true Nutmeg be brought hither, these by inoculation or grafPt- 
ing might be improved, and I am inclined to believe, by a right and seaaonabe 


^ In orig. transcript “ vougarly’\ 
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grafftingr or inoculating one on tlie other, it might bring them to the spiceyness. 
An artist in such cases, I againe humbly commend to your Honours consideration, 
which would be no less serviceable on the wilde grapes which we have here, in all 
respects like the true, as to its fruit, its growing in clusters on the trees, the 
leaves of the tree, and also the tree itselfe, which runs up and clings to other 
trees, or else spreads upon the ground where there is none to support it. The 
fruit never comes to perfection for want of cultivation , but is very much like 
our English sower grapes before they are ripe ; in tarts &c. they are every whit 
as good as English green goosberrys. 

“ The wilde grape mentioned by Cap': Dampier is of another kind and indeed 
here are two different fruits which will nearly answer his description,^ for they 
both there grow in clusters out of the hodys and limhs of strait trees of about a 
foot in Diamiter, they are both of a kind of a winey taste, not much unlike 
grapes before they are ripe, but one of them is higer, and the other less then our 
EngHiISH grapes : the lesser when ripe is red on one side and a yellowish white 
on the other, it has a stone in the middle, and but little substance about it, alto- 
geather like a blasted cherry. The other is biger than a large musket bullet, of 
a greenish colour before tis ripe but then turns yellow : within this outside rind, 
which is pretty thick and soft, is the fruit, being three or four cloves inclosed in 
a thinn skinn, haveing in the midle a kernell between which skinn and kernell 
is the substance of the fruit, which is as juicy as the true grape. Some of these 
are redish when the outward rind is taken off, hut they are generally white. 
Lemonade or Punch made with this juice is better than those made with Limes, 
Lemons or their juices, for it has a much more pleasant wineish flavour. Expe- 
rience teaches they are of an asstringeut nature. 

“ The wilde Mangosteen and two or three other sorts of fruits growing here 
are in shape and make much like the affore mentioned, consisting of cloves 
included in an outward soft rind, each clove haveing a kernel in the midle ; 
Their juice is more thick and clammy than that foregoing, and are about the 
bigness of a Burgomy pear. Some of these fruits altho’ pleasant enough by 
nature, yet they want the improvements of an artist, which I cannot too often 
humbly recommend to your honours to supply us with. 

“ The Arek nut (vulgarly called Beetlenut} is here very small, there are many 
of them, espetially on Monks Island, but they seldome come to full maturity. 
The Inhabitants are very fond of those that come from Oamboja, which are 
as good as those in Bengall and other places ; hut the inhabitants often make 
use of a certaine root of a tree instead of the Areknut ; which has likewise a 
rough and hard taste, and being chewed with leaves and chenam, it makes the 
mouth and spittle red as the other does, and may have as much vertue, but is 
not so sweet, and is used only out of meer necessity, 

“ The Beetle leafe grows wilde here, and is as good as that in Bengal, where 
they keep a great stir about it. They have in Bengall gardens of it fenced 
round, into which they will let none enter that has any wound or sore upon 
them, nor a woman at any time, and yet here it grows on the hills and in the 
valleys without any care, and as good as ever I eat in Bengall, where the 
custome of it amounts to vast summs. I have bin told, in Dacca only it amounts 
to five lack of Bupees p. annum. 


^ These two fruits seem to be, the first PievaTdia dulci&j Jack. {Baccaurca 
dulcis, MlilL, Uaiiibeh of the Malays) ; the second a species of Lanamm 
{Lang sell of the Malays). 
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“ We have here the Plantaine tree in all perticulars like those in other 
places, and they are on almost every one of the Islands, hnt neither doe these 
come to perfection, growing ripe before they have the due fullness ; they are full 
of black hard seeds, soe that one may be rather said to take the smell and taste 
of them, which is very good, than to eat of them. 

“ Here is also a wilde lime, but its very small, and not fit for use ; doubtless 
it might be brought to good. The Island will beare them, for two trees which 
Mr. Henet Smith sent me from Dingmot grow very well. 

“ The red peper so much used in almost all Indian pickles grows here in 
great plenty ; its a quick grower and may be increased to what quantitys wee 
please. Neare a small village of the inhabitants there is a feild or two of 
cotton trees, doubtless formerly planted, but now I doe not see that they take 
any care to improve them, or indeed take any notice of them 5 the Island may 
be made to produce what quantitys your honours think good. 

Bamboes are very plenty here, but they are not soe big nor soe strong as in 
Bengall, but on Monks Island and on Beetlenht Island they are fitt for 
any common sort of Building. 

‘‘We have here a large sort of Rattan with which the inhabitants make 
shrouds and cables for their boats, but are soe cunning that as yet they will 
not let us see where they grow. As to the flower trees there are soverall sorts ; 
some smell very fragrant, and here are many trees that have leaves of an 
Aromatick smell, 

“We have here the Meyrtle, which is not much vnlike those in England, only 
much higger. 

“ The Islands being for the most part sandy, and over run with shrubbs and 
over shadowed with trees, doe not produce any Variety of plants or herbs. On 
this maine (or bigest Island) grows Bursline, Mint, wilde Marjerum and wilde 
time. The inhabitants sow Onions, Cowcumbera, Goards, Millions, Pompkins, 
Patatoes, Rice and Maze (or Indian corue), all which the ground brings forth 
very plenty fully, with very little trouble j which is something to be wondered at, 
that these trees and fruits should flourish in a dry loose sand, of which the plains 
doe generally consist, but at first sight some looks like a black fat mould, but 
is not soe, as soon appears by drying some of it in the sunn. Att the roots or 
bottoms of some of the hills there is a good stiff blew clay, some of which 
within halfe a mile of the fforfc we have tryed, and it makes very good bricks 
and tyles, but as yet we are too few people to go on with that, Espetially till we 
have cleared the ground about us and cut paths in the Island, 

“The land animals are Monkeys, Squirrills, severall kinds of Lizzards and 
Snakes, Scorpions, Oentipees, &c. We have never seen a wilde hogg on any of 
the Islands, except some that wee set ashoar on our arrivall last yeare, which 
are now become wilde, and on Catchpooles Island there is a breed of them 
which have endured the last dry time without any reliefe, soe will doubtless in 
a yeare or two become vastly numerous. The monkeys are like the common 
ones of other places. The Squirrils are of three sorts 5 the first are white, 
inclining to yellow on their bellys and insides of their legges, but the rest of 
them is black all over. The second sort, or midle sized, are all over very black and 
the furr is very fine. I carried two of them last year to China, and the Chinese 
commended them extremely, and desired me to bring a quantity of them, but 
the inhabitants are soe used to their old track, and so very lasey, that I have not 
this year been able to procure any. The third sort is the least ; its a very small 
flying squirrill, haveing a flapp of his own propper skinn extended on each side 
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from tlie fore to tlie Hinder legg, whicli wHen lie leaps serves him almost as 
wings, carrying him a great distance : his taile is something like a fine feather, 
haveing no hairs on the nper or under parts, hut only on the two sides, he has 
white under his helly, and of a fox couller all along his hack, andhlack mixt with 
these on his sides* 

“As for the animals of the Lizzard kind the first is the Alligator, of which the 
Inhabitants say there are some few, but I have not seen one here* The second is 
the animal mentioned hy Cap'; Dampieu to he like the Guano, here are a great 
many of these of severall sizes ; we have killed so verall of 11, 12. and thirteen foot 
in length, and as big as a man about the middle, the slaves brought from Batayia 
eat them, and when skinned &c^. their flesh looks very well ; the slaves say there are 
many of them on Jaya Island, and the Portugitez call them Odumhas ; we have 
not found they are any ways hurtfull, save that they often kill our fouls and eat 
them. Other Lizzards are very numerous, of the common ordinary sizes, tho’ 
different species, but I will only trouble your honours with an account of the 
Tockaie, whose head, mouth and eyes arebiger than the common Lizzard, his skinn 
is spotted with black and red spots ; some say a lickquer which comes from him 
is very venimous, hut I have not seen any prooff of that, hut I have runn my 
sword threw one (alive) several! times and blood never came from him, hut at 
distant spaces that afore mentioned lickquer has fallen from him ; he makes a 
noise like some human voice pronouncing the word Tochaie , four or five times, 
sometimes six, hut very seldome seven times togeather, and then is silent. An 
acco' of this Lizzard or Tockaie, as also the figure of him, is in Pere Tachards 
voyage to Syam. 

“We have snakes of five or six different sorts, some are blew, others yellow, 
others differently speckled ; they are generally very slender and long in respect 
of their bigness, five and six foot is an ordinary length, hut the higest and 
longest I have yet mett wibh was thirteen foot and a halfe long and hut seven 
inches and a halfe round the higest place, he was taken with a Buck in his mouth, 
which being rescued from his jaws soon dyed, whither from the venom or the 
hito is not certaine. I had him skinned and his helly opened, wherein were the 
leggs, wings and hones of another Buck, his skinn was chequered with variety of 
conllers. The inhabitants tell us that only the yellow snake is venimous and 
that where he bites it is certain death. The scorpions and centipees are not 
numerous, nor anything that I can peroieve different from those in other places, 
the former are small, and perhaps only what were brought in our things from 
China, but the latter are of a large size. 

“ I shall not presume to trouble your Honours with an account of the insects of 
this island, only of one, it being a great curiosity, and none of us have ever seen 
such before : it is a small slender worme, about three inches in length, much 
resembling a centipee only slenderer, and its leggs are shorter, smaller and much 
more numerous ; where ever he creeped or moved in the night he left behind him 
a traine of light like a bright fire, which would also stick to his fingers and 
hands that but touch it, and stick thereon some time, and yet when brought to 
the light there apeared no manner of unctions moisture about him ; hy seeing and 
touching this in the darke,were it not for its motion, no one could distinguish it 
from the Chymicall preparation in our surgery chest called Phosporns. The 
first we ever saw fell on my forehead, which I wyped of with my hand, hut it was 
very sui’prizing to see the light on my hand and forehead, and on my clothes 
where it fell, hut it does no harm in the least. 

“ The wilde cocks and hens are in good plenty, which certainly came originally 
frCm a tame breed, they being in couller and bigness, &c. much like the small sort 
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called Champobes,"^ severall of wMcR we have liad brought us from Camboja. 
We have two sorts of wilde pigeons Here, tlie bigest sort are white, with some few 
black' feathers in their wings and tails; the leaser sort are blew, about the bigness 
of those we have in onr Bovehouses in England ; both kinds are very good, and 
plentyer than powder and shot. 

Among the singing birds that which in Bengall is called the Minaw is the 
only one that comes within my knowledge, but here are severall sorts of small 
birds. 

We have also Batts of all sizes, some as bigg as a large kite ; we have no kites 
or crows on this Island. 

“ As to the fishery the Islands here (I believe) are inferiour to none, to none 
indeed that ever I have seen. The green Turtle is large, very good, and I think 
excells that of Assention ; its soe plentyfullin the season of May and June, that 
the shoars are all strawed with Turtle by the inhabitants, over and above what 
they caiTy home to eat, for the chief end of their catching them is, for the 
thinn Tortoiseshell on their backs, which they take of ; they lay fire on them to 
doe it, and leave the hodys on the shoar halfe dead, excepting some small parcell 
they carry to their houses ; these thinn shells they carry or send to Oochinchina 
and sell them there (they have told me) for sixty or seventy jpeZZi/s each turtles 
shell. The Coghin-Ohinese put around peice of it (of four or five inches diamiter) 
on the midle of the outside of their basket batts, but I cannot learne they have 
any other use for them. We have thornbacks here, with severall other sorts of 
the Eaia kind ; here are in great plenty very fine Spanish Mackerell, Soles, 
Turhits, Mullets, Bonitas, Albacores, Baulphins, Paumphiets, and divers sorts 
of Rock fish, and an innumerable many other sorts of scaley fish very good, 
which none here have seen in other places. Also we have great store of oysters, 
cockles, crahbs and lobsters, but this last I think is rather to be called the Sea 
Crawfish, for they have not the two great claws of the Lobster, but differ in 
nothing else, being full as good : I have weighed one alive of four pound and 
three quarter pound averdp*; and I have bought sixty one of common sizes for 
three quarters of a Spanish Boll": there is hardly a day passes, but the inhabi- 
tants bring some new sort of fish. 

‘^In the valley where our ffort is (and in some other places), are a few pools 
of standing fresh water, which continue all the dry season, out of which we have 
had very good Eles and several other good fish. 

“ This yeare of 1703 has proved a very dry one, and the rains are soe backward, 
that on the 10 of July there was not one running fresh water, and I am told by 
the Liampos people who were here the 15 June 1702 that the Riveletsin all places 
run with fresh water flush into the sea. On the 28th June 1702 we arrived here, 
and then found such runnings of fresh water that one would think a month or 
twos raine would not produce the like. Running fresh water of January to June 
or May (which is the dry season) is the only thing wanting, but other fresh 
water is always to he had very good. In any of the Valleys wells may be made 
with a very little trouble ; in some places they need not digg above two yeards ; 
ours in the ffort is not above sixteen or seventeen foot deep, and very good 
water, bears soap and answers in all things, but being in sand and wanting 
artists, it needs clearing once a month, 

‘‘ As to our ffort it may seem by the draught sent your Honor* by the Mach- 
lessjield Galley to be much otherwise than it really is, for as yefc it can hardly 


^ The Bantam fowl (see Anglo-Indian Glossary , s.v. Bantam), 



PAPEES ABOUT PULO CONBOEE. 


CCCXXXV 


dftservG tEe name of a fforfc, it is only an inclosure made witE two rang'es of 
stakes, wifcE Eurdles fastened to them and in some places filled with sand. TEe 
stakes are about six foot higE, made of wilde Arektrees ; and indeed it cant as 
yet be expected it should be otherwise considering tEe few of our hands, and 
amongst those we have only one carpenter, and aitho’ be be a good and a 
laborious man yet Eee is pretty well in years : As for Mr. Eat who came out for 
a bricklayer, Ee knows nothing of it, not so much as how to handle a Trowell. 
Carpenters, Bricklayers, and a Smith or two are the only artificers we want, and 
I humbly recommend to your Honours to supply us with bricklayers, and Car- 
penters or SawerSjthe last of which can work the gross work of a carpenter; had 
we these Artificers and a few slaves more, I doubt not but we should soon build 
your Honours a good fiort here, with Store Houses, Warehouses and all things 
necessary to it. This whole Island and especially this valley is a loose sand, soe 
that there is no thoughts of stone walls, for it would take up a vast time and 
charge to make the foundation, which would require to bee extrordinarily well 
pyled, and the stones here are soe hard that a common tool will not touch them. 
The method which at present (by a generall consent and advice) we propose is, 
to raise two ranges of timbers, the one distant from the other the thickness of the 
wall, and to bind these with cross girders, and to line them on the insides with 
China deals, Condobe planks, or the wilde betlennt or Arek nut trees split in two 
(which are very easily done, and are strong enough for this purpose), then to fill 
it all up with sand, by which a good ditch will also be made round the new ffort ; 
and lastly, to run up a thinn coabe of brick on each side. Tbe Timber worke is 
to keep in tbe sand from bursting out on either side, and if in time it should 
grow rotten, the sand ere that will (we believe) be soe well settled that it will 
not have any force or weight on the side brick walls. This we imagine wEl he 
done much sooner and easier and with much less expence than any other way. I 
am of opinion it cannot this way cost your Honours a thousand pound sterling, 
besides the expence of about tenn bricklayers and as many Carpenters or 
Sawers, for the greater part of this worke may be done by slaves and others who 
are not mecanicks, for the maine of this worke is to be done by any that can 
endure labour. 

“ The inhabitants are Cochin Chinas, and I estimate of men, women and 
children not above a hundred; they are idle, lazey people, and 1 believe they come 
over hither only to live at ease, and (away) from under Government. I cannot 
find they carry anything from hence to the maine, but some of the before men- 
tioned Tortoisshell and about twelve or fourteen new Prows a year which they 
build, being very sorry vessels, sowed together. We can’t find they bring any- 
thing as yet from the main ; but we heare its well Stored with provisions : which 
we expect will come with Mr. Smith, &c., in larger quantitys than we need. 
The only labour the inhabitants doe is sowing Eice, maze, &c., once a yeare, 
and fishing, and now and then makeing a new hoate or repairing an old one. 
They all live in our valley, in three small villages — the farthest within two miles 
of the fort. In each village one is Superior, or a sort of a governing mandarin 
to the rest, but if anything extraordinary happens, they all meet, and if they 
can’t determine it, the mater is referred to the Governor of Bingmoy, and the 
concerned sent to him by the very first opertunity. They seem to be a good 
natured. people, and they bring us fish, fouls, and every thing the Island affords, 
which at first they would truck, fresh water only for rice. Soon after they desired 
pellys or China cash, but they are already become very well acquainted with 
Spanish Dollars, yet they never weigh them, and take anj'thing that looks round 



CCCXXXVl 


lY. — MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 


and wBite, l3ut tLey will not take any that are cutt. They are not shy of their 
women, but yet they are not soe free neither as some have reported, and we have 
certainly the greater respect for not naedling with them. 

I recon (on the whole) the Island is vei*y healthy,— certainly it is one of the 
coolest places in the world that lys in soe low a lattitude ; and of the people that 
have died here (tho’ it sounds a great many, and God in mercy let it stop) it is to 
be feared most of them have bin extreamely to blame, some have died in the worst 
course of phisick, the cause of which they brought with them from England or 
Batavia. Some others (nearly a quarter of what we have lost) were drownded in 
a Prow (or boate) both which misfortunes might have befallen them in any the 
healthiest place in the world. The inhabitants have their healths very well, and 
no seasoning at their first coming, for they are not natives anymore than we, and 
I bless God we ChttsaneesI have hardly had our fingers ake since we came hither. 
And the Soberest and most active on the Island have had the best health. 

‘‘I have heard that some speak against the Harbours, and perticularly Oapt. 
John Robeets; but from the best inforniation I can get from those who have 
had most experiance of them, this is the best all about the island, and altho’ it has 
some corally rocks at bottome in many (but not all) places yet it lys soe that any 
ship which cuts her Cables can always put to sea, one way or other, and soe need 
never loose a shipp. If ships come to ly here long, they must he advised to Cackle^ 
their Cables. I am sure its heter rideing here than in Madabass orBALLASOEE 
road. In the SW‘ harbour (alias Dampiees Bay), which I am told Capt. Eobeets 
said here he would commend to your Hono% are such gusts come from the hills, 
that anchors and cables can hardly hold, and the mud is of that nature that it 
rotts cables beyond beliefe j also in that Bay I must note to your Hono” that there 
is no fresh water about six months in the yeare, and here we have always great 
plenty in many places, even in this soe uncustomary dry season. 

“ We have had but three Juncka here to trade, since my last comeing hither, 
and they have come loaden with provissions, the only thing which ships lying here 
used formerly to need ; but I doe faithfully assure your Honours I have no feare 
of vessels in great numbers coming hither with all sorts of goods, soe sooue as 
they heare wo are settled here, and governe as in yonr Honours other factory s. 

“ To bring the CmiTA trade hither I am of opinion your Honours should 
order one or two ships to ly here with money and goods, and not one that yeare 
to goe to CHiJfA; then would the Chinese know where to find us, and perceive 
that they must come to us, as they doe to the Dutch ; This may be the loss of 
a season, and soe of too great consequence to be ventured at without your 
Honours positive orders. But with all humble submission I lay it before your 
Honours and think the sooner you please to order it the beter, for I am of 
opinion ere such your Honours orders can reach this place, it will be time to put 
them in execution, and this place will be equiped to answer its part in all things* 

‘‘ I humbly beg your Honours will accept this (to the best of my knowledge) 
faithfull account, it not being taken up barely upon trust : I hope your 
Honours will excuse all faults and errors in it, since yon are sensible its not in my 
power to adorne my discription with elegant language and fine flourishes. I 

^ Viz., those who, like the writer, had been residents of the factory at 
Chusan. 

^ Keokling, or cackling, is covering a cable sx^imlly . . . with three^incli 
old rope, to protect it from chafing in the hawze-liole” (Smith’s Sailors' Word' 
Book), 
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Rave no otRer aime Rerein tRan to express my RumRle duty to yonr Honours, and 
rejoyce that you Rave pitcRed on a settlement wRicR all must commend, and 
wRich Pere Ee'ONTANEY told me tRe Jesuits of China Rave for severall years 
bin pressing tReir Company to take possession of. I will ever be Zealous in pro- 
moting your Honour and interest, being of notRing more desireous than to be 
successful! in your Honours concerns, and by my actions and endeavours to con- 
vince your Honours that with all sincerity I am — 

“ Most Honoured Sirs 

“ Your Honours most faithful! most obedient 

TRe 13‘^ July 1703. closed ; and most Rumble servant 

the Samuel and Anna being “ Allen Oatchpoole. 

arrived at 5 p.m. 

“I have also presumed to inclose herewith an account of some China goods : 
whence they come, their quautitys and prices. I cannot averr to the truth of it 
all, but I Rope your Honours will accept it the Rest I could get it. Capt 
Shesstone assures me Re sent your Honours a draught of this Island by the 
Fleet frigat and by the very first conveyance resolves to send your Honours 
another, with some amendments, soe I Rave not sent any draught as before 
mentioned.^* 

(B.) 

Bated at end, Ban jar, 14tR Beby. 170g.*’ 

‘‘May it Pleas Your Honours, 

‘‘ I Presume you Rave by this time received a ful account of the bloody 
Tragedy which was acted on the Island Conlore Ry our treacherous Ma Lay’s 
from Mr. James Pounb, to whom I gave a Particular relation of everything as 
near as I could, Yett I think it my duty to Acquaint your Honours thereof. 

On the 2d of March Our Macossar Soldiers (by what Instigation is not Realy 
known) Sett fier to your Honours Warehouse where Our Provision was, and at 
the Same time three or four of them run into the Barracks with the confused 
Noise of jveTijier, At which our People (not suposing there was any Treachery) 
were most of them Creezed. The Governor, hearing the Storehouse was on fier, 
went out of his room to Call to Our People for Assistance, but before any body 
could come Near him he was Shotfe hy one of the Macossars and Afterwards 
creezed so that he Expired in a few Minnitts. 

“Mr. Loyd, Mr. Winoatt who was Master attendant, the Boctor, and my 
Self Lay in one of your Honours Houses without the fort, and Mr. Loyd being 
up Saw yonr Honours Store house A fier and called us to goe along with him and 
give Our Assistance, he running a Little before was Soon overtaken by me, and 
when we came Pretty near the Port he Sent his Servant to call to the Sergeant 
to open the gates, but the Maccossars placeing themselves there Shot his man 
and him and four fired at me, but God be thank it they did me no harm. Goeing 
back to Our house I met Mr. Wingatt A goeing to the fort, but Telling him 
whafc had hapened and we not knowing As yett who was our friends or foes, we 
thought it the adviseablest way to goe down to the Cochin Ghineze Towne, and 
See if they would assist us. Accordingly we went there, and in Our way we mett 
One of your Honours Soldiers who made his Escape Out of the Port and gave 
me the Relation how things passed in the {sic) there As per the former part of 
my Letter. 

“ When we came to the Town, and contrary to Our Expecta(tion), wee found 
the Cochin Chinees all in armes ,* wee Besired to speak with their Quonsoy 
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but they refused us. The 2iid Qmnsoy came and Confined us upon tbeir guard 
all nigbt, Saying, in tbe Morning they would goe and Assist us, but in reality I 
belieye ’twas Only that they mought have tbe Oppertunity of Plundering. In 
tbe Morning they came and told me there was English on board there Proes, 
I prevailed with them to Lett me goe and See who they were, which I found to 
be Mr. Jambs Cunningham and Mr. Gteorge Townsend. John Mayfield 
and Henry Ormon, the two Last being very Eesperatly Wounded. Mr. 
Cunningham and Mr. Townsend came on Shoar, and we haveing a Little 
Bebate resolved to goe to the forb, Meeting in Our way theither three or four 
English men and Severall of your Honours Slaves. When we come there we 
found as near as we could guess, having no Scales to weigh it, about Twenty 
two Thousand Tale in ready money belonging to your Honours. So we left 
two Englishmen to Loot after it, and the Eest went and Bnryed onr Bead 
which were : 

Allen Catchpoole, Esqr. Mr. Henry Sayage JohnPenyman 

Mr. Solomon Lloyd Mr. Tho: Puller, Ens": B,obt: Emmitts 

Mr. John Eidges Mr. John Hunsdon John Watts 

Capt. Tho: Eashwell Arthur Aubt, Serj^: John Bold 

Peter Hill John Walton 

John Bradford Peter Laurentia. 

‘‘After we had buried tbe Bead we put your Honours money up into chests ; 
the Quonsoy Said he must put A guard upon it, for if Any was embezeeled the 
King his Master would cut of his head. Mr. Loyds house not being burnt we 
saved your Honours books of Account then, tho I fear they are Since burnt by 
the Cochin Chinebz. 

“After matters was a Little Over, we thought it very Convenient to send 
Somebody to Cambogia, and Likewise Some to Cochin China. Accordingly 
on the Gth the Gentlemen Desired me to Proceed to Oombogta and from thence 
make the he?t of my way for Batavia and Banjar, as pr. copy of thier Letter 
which comes in your Honours Packquett. As for what hapened afterwards, I 
refer your Honours to Mr. James Cuningham’s Letter from Cochin China, 
Copy of which goes Likewise in your Pacquett. 

“Your Honours will see the Gentlemen Delivered me two hundred Spanish 
Dollars for my Expences, which fell far Short as you will See by my Accounts, 
which hope your Honours will not think any Way Extravagant Considering there 
is nothing can be done in these parts without presents . 

“ I could not gett Out of Combogta before July Last, and then by A meer 
Accident, being in a Sloop which Left Capt. Dampier in the South Seas and 
Comeing over by the Phillipines thier Curiosity Led them to Look in there. 
We designed for Condors in hopes to meet with the Gaesar, Capt. Clark, but 
met with A Violent Storm About 7 Leages of the Island that blew all our Sailes 
away Save the Spright Sail, So that we were forced to put before it for China 
were we arrived in August, I Left China for Batavia in a Poetugeeze 
Ship in November Last, and arrived there in December; we Left Batavia Jany. 
the 11th, and arrived at Banjarmassein the 18th, were I gave afnl Account of 
all Matters to the President and Councill of that place.^ They Design to send 
the Jane tq Tymobb and China, and have thought fitt to Appoint me upon 


^ Banjarmfisin was the scene of a massacre very similar to that of Pulo 
Condore, 27th June 1707. 
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Rer, wliich I Rope will be affected both to your Honours Interest and Content. 
I Rave not io add but make bold to Subscribe my Self One off 

Tour Honours 

Most obedient, faitRfull, 

Rumble Servants 

‘^Ambb: Baldwyn,*’ 

N.B. — It appears, however, from letters O.C. 8370 and 8371 that the 
massacre was known at Banjar by 4th August 1705, or earlier. 

(C.) 

From Air. CuNiNanAME and others to the Hevd. A. Baldwyn and 
Mr. Wingate. 

Dated at end, “ Condoee the 6tR of March 1705'’ (should be 1704'5.”) 

Wee desire you forthwith to take your Passage on the Cambodia vessel now 
riding at anchor in Condoee roade to Cambodia, and haveing arrived there, you 
are to take the joynt advice of Doctor James Pound and Mr. Abeaham 
Chitty in order to your making the best of your way to Batavia and Banjar 
(in the Island of Bueneo) and there to Acquaint all the shipping belonging to 
onr Hon*'^' : Masters the English Company .... and the President and Coun- 
cell of Banjar of the Fatall disaster of the Factory here by the Maccassees 
rising up against us the 2d of March at Midnight and Murdring the G-overner, 
Mr. Loyd, and Mr. Bidges, our second and third in Councill, and severall others 
to the Humber of about twenty, the Fort being Intirely burnt and most part of 
our goods, and that wee have saved about 12000 tale in ready money besides a 
few goods which are all now under the protection of the Coxtchin Chineses, but 
without the Speed arrivall of Shipping here wee feare all will be carried over to 
Cochin China, there fore wee desire the advice and assistance of the President 
and Councill of Banjae and any of our Honble. Masters Shipping comeing this 
way to Contribute all thier Endeavour for the remouing or Securing of all our 
Honble: Masters Concearns and Effects here as well as all thier Servants belong- 
ing to this Island j and if it should fall out that all are carried over to Cochin 
China before the arrivall of the Shipping then wee desire that they would call at 
Baeeea^ the finest port in Cochin China ten leagues to the Horard of the 
Great Biver of Combodia and along that Coast so far as Sunwha, the Court of 
the King of Cochin China, in the Latt*’® of 16 Degrees 30 minutes, in order to 
find us out with the Hon'*'® : Companys Ooncearnes. We deliver you herewith Two 
Hundred Dollars, the one hundred is for the use of the Honble; Companys Sloop 
and Gentlemen in her before mentioned, in case you meet with them, and the rest 
for your Transportation for Banjae. Wee wish you all success, and a Speedy 
returne to youre assured ffreinds 

“J. CUNINGHAME 

“ Heney Potenger 

‘‘Geo: Townsend 
JOSBP: BiDGES.” 


^ Baeia is at present a prefecture of the French territory in Cochin China ; 
the port immediately adjoins Cape St, James, 
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From Mr. Cuninghame : 


(B.) 


BAiiDWTN and Mr. Wingatt, 


Moy in Barea, 

May nth 1705. 


“ Ynderstanding that you are still at Oambogta, this my Second to you 
to informe you what has befallen ns since your departure. The next day after, 
the Cochin Chineses caught one of the Magoassers, and that very night cutt 
off his head, where by we thought there friendship was secured to us, yet on the 
10th without any provocation (hut to make sure of their pray) they barbarouslie 
murdered all tbe English (first one half at the Eort whither they desired us to 
goe and see what goods we would have brought from thence, and then the other 
half at the midle town) with Topasses and 6 Slaves, only me they saved alive 
(after they had given me two wounds — one slight in my arme, the other more 
dangerous in my left side —whereof, God he thanked, I am well) with 15 slaves 
and 2 Topasses. On the 18th arrived there from Barea 4 Cochin Chineses 
Galleys with proos which amounted in all to 65, and in them about 300 souldiers, 
the other Cochin Chinese making about 300 more, where with they Embarked 
every thing worth the carrying away, even to the Horses, Bogs, and Oatts. The 
Brigentine and Boats were burnt. Baring ^heir Stay, they went 3 or 4 times 
in search of the Maoasbebs, and liting on them at last in Eresh Water Bat 
(where they had build a hous), killed 4 of them and wounded 3 more and gott 
there 300 Bollars and two Bags of Rice. On the 7th of Aprill I was put on 
hoard one of the Gallys, hnt the wind proving Contrary, we sailed not till the 
17th and arrived here the 22d, where I was put into the charge of the Captain of 
the Gaily, not having leave to goe anywhere without a Souldier a long with me. 
I saw and understood that all the people belonging to the Maderass Sloop were 
under confinement in separate houses and also in Conga^s^ except Captain 
Ridglbt. I desired severall times to wait upon the Govener, but could not, — he 
was so much taken up (as they said) in overhaleing the goods come from CoN- 
DORE, and weighing the money which was found to amount to 21,300 tale 
0 . 35 last.3 Upon the 28 Eollowing I was obliged to appear as a Criminall in 
Congas also, where I was Charged with 3 crimes : first that the English when 
they arrived at P°. Condore said they would stay there whither the King of 
Cochin China would or not. Secondly that there were no English sent along 
with the Present to Court last yeare. Thirdly wee seut a ship to Cambogia 
and did not acquaint the Govener of Barea therewith. 

To the first I replied that we never had said any such thing, for at our ■ 
arrival there, we knew not that any boddy lived upon the Island, and that as 
soon as our Govener had dispatched the ships from China he Presently Sent an 
Emhasy to Cochin China whereby' we had his grant to stay there. 

To the second, that all the English were so Sickley that we had not one of any 
Post that we could send, and therefore spoke to a Chinese Captain (Swee-qua) 
who agreed to go hut that the Oaifou did take it upon him Self to carry the 
Presents and excuse us to the King, whereto they reply’ d that the sending of a 


1 \Yhat we usually call Cangue, the Chinese penal collar, oi’ portable 
pillory. 

2 This seems to be some equation of weight, but I do not understand the 
notation. 
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Chinese was all one as sending tlie Caifou, and that an Englislimau would 
have done better. I answered it was the Caifous fault, who should have In- 
formed ns Better ; then further why we did not gett some out of the Ships to 
send when there was so many, to which replyed, that It was not in our Power to 
demand them out of the Ships. 

‘^To the Third that never anyboddy tonldns that we were to acquaint the 
Ooverner of Barbea before we sent any Ships to Cambogia. Then Insisted 
why there did not one single English man come to him from the Ship at the 
mouth of Oambogia Eiver when he sent thither for one to Speak with him. To 
this I replyed that the Ships had not returned to PuLO Condobe, and therefore 
I could not possitively tell there reason for so doing ; then I was dismised, when 

1 had the Qongas taken off againe. 

“ The next day I was at the Coverners sones houa, by which the Govener, 
passing accidentaly, see me, where upon he sent for me to his house j he asked me 
nothing of moment hut why I sent two Englishmen to Oambogia, and how 
much money I had given them two, which having made answere I desired to 
know what he had resolved to doe with us. He said that we must stay here till 
ho have a return from Court, which will take up two mounths, and being asked 
to send for Captain Eidglet (wbo is sick at Eang-nar) and take his people 
out of the Congas^ he only replyed that he would see to it Shortly, The 
Chineses of P”: Oondobe have gott the most part of what they had returned 
them againe. The Quins ai expects to be made a great man for his Yalliant and 
Villanose actions. I am allowed 3 Quan a monnth to live upon, and have the 

2 Maderass women for my fellow prissoners. Thus matters stands at Present, 
but the result God knows. If you have any oppertunity (as yon must needs hy 
the Chineses) pray let us here from you before you leave Oambogia, 

'‘lam your Loving ffreind, 

J. Cunningham.'* 


(E.) 

" Reed, per the Union the Sth March 1707 (-8). 

“ On the 3d March 170| at one a Clock in the morning the Masacre at Pulo 
Oondobe was Comitted by the Buggessis or Masscasser soldiers. 

“ In which was slain mzt 

“Allen Catghpole, Esq., and Governor 
Mr. John Eidges, Lift: Tho: Eashall, Ensigu Tho: Fuller, Mr. Joseph 
Eidges ; Arthur Serjeant,^ John Perryman, John Maneeild, John 
Bolt, 2 Eobt: Emet, W"*: Emet, John Watts, Herry Ormond, Geo: 
Stratford, Peter a Dutchman^ John Walton. 

“ Tia not known what is becom of the following persons, Mr. Cuningham 
parted with Mr. Chitty and Pottingeb, after the Masacre tis Supposed went 
to Cochin China town. 

“Mr. James Cuningham, Mr. Henry Pottingeb, Mr. Abram Baldwin, 
Mr. — Wingate, Mr. — Salvage, Mr. Geo: Townsend, John Hansdown, 
St; Paul, Chirurgeon, John Linch, Armorer, John the Smith, Alexander 
Lindsey, John Slade. 


1 Sergt, Arthur Aust ; see in (B.) above, 

2 Bold, above. 
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The following Persons escaped to Batavia. 

“ The Reverend Mr- James Pond 
Mr, Abeaham Ohitty, since gone to England 


Mr. Moses Wilkins 

a 

Persia 

Tho: Emebson 


England 

John Patebson 

a 

Do. 

Hebby Peterson 

jj 

Do. 

James Ray 

5> 

Do. 

Yanghee 

JS 

Do. 

John Hall 


West Coast. 


“ Mr. Heney Smith, Mr. W"'. Sadladine, and Mr. Tho: Raphael were 
gon on the Seaford to Cambodia before the Massacre.’* 

(N.B. — Messrs. Pound and Chlttywere apparently in Camboja at the 
time of the massacre (see under C., p. cccxxxix). 


No, 7. 

Kedgeree. 

This name may serve for a medley of various extracts, difficult to 
classify, but which one who has been acting more or less as chiffonier 
among the Company’s old papers is unwilling to let fall into the 
rubbish -basket. One should perhaps explain that the wmrd is much 
misapplied in England to a mess of recooked fish, served for breakfast. 
It is properly a dish of rice cooked with butter and dal (split pease), 
and flavoured with a little spice, shred onion, and what not, which is on 
record as the favourite substratum of an Indian breakfast at least since 
the 14th century. But the word was formerly in use for various 
medleys or hotch-potclies ; as for example, in the Persian Gulf, Dr. 
Fryer, speaking of the pearl-trade, says : 

‘‘Whatever is of any Value is very dear. Here is great Plenty of what 
they call Ketchery^ a mixture of all together, or Refuse of Rough, Yellow, and 
Unequal, which they sell by Bushels to the Russians.”^ 

(A.) 

Extract of a letter from Andrew Cogan of Council at Surat) 
to “Worshipfull and my much honour’d freind’’ {apparently some 
one in high place in the Company at home)^ dated Surat, Deer. 24, 
1G34.2 

(The writer’s views as to the right policy in India.) 

“ Here at Subbatt we found all your Marchants in health but not at free 
liberty, for the president might not be suffer’d for many dayes after our arrivall 
to come a board Sbipp vnless be would have given consent by writeinge for the 

^ I borrow from the Anglo-Indian Glossary, s.v. 

^ O.C. 1654. I take the date from the office index. It is, like various 
words throughout the extract, not now legible in the original. 
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Inthralment of all tlie Companya (stock P) and estate hereafter, 'whicli by noe 
meanes be would be drawae vnto, resolueinge to suffer in bis owne person naore 
then they durst effect rather then leave the Company s business by timiditie in 
a worse plight then he found it j but the comeinge in of the Shipp Mary from 
Mocho with divers passengers and a great (...) of moneys belonging to 
severall merehants in Surbatt (...) sett a period to that difference (occa- 
tioned by Cobbs then in the Bedd Sea) as by Mr. Methwobld you will at 
large be (given?) to understand; and doubt not but from him the (trade?) 
will receive such Incouridgment and his Majeatie will open his Eares to 
the Justness of the Company’s Cause that Adventurers wilbe drawne in to make 
a larger stock then ours is. Eor all thinges rightly Considered now is the tyme 
to make India a benefitiall trade ; the late famine quite forgotten, Goods to be 
had in abundance and the Company . . . lessen’d by many hundreds in this 
(...) which is very considerable. 

“ Heretofore when the Indian Trade was at the best the Company was forst 
for 1 small shipp ladinge from this place, to send 4 or 5 other shipps to guard 
her, with other Inconveniences which hath caused ( , . . ) but now that Charge 
is oleane taken off by reason of peace with the Portugalls and therefore goods that 
use (...) tyme of peace ; And now that I have begunn to (speak ?) of the 
Advancement of the Indian Trade be pleased to (take) notiz of these following 
particulars, not that I take on me to direct (for I know my selfe to be but one of 
your most antient servants), but out of the hearty desire I have for the Gompanyes 
prosperitye. I am bould to saye, in the first place that your (direction ?) in India 
must be reduced to one head, be itt at Bantam or Surba.tt, that as the Company 
shall thinke fitt, for although it may Soe happen that the two presidents shall hould 
good correspondence and supply each other for the good of the Company, yett it 
is not to be expected continually, for that most men looke Soe mBch to there 
perticuiar as they forgett the generall, nay (yf the presidency cpmeto he Injoyed 
by some men as it bath at Bantam lately by reason of mortallitye) they forgett 
themselves and that they are but servants, but on the contrary comfort them- 
selves like pettye Kings, which gives occation to theire Subordinate factoryes 
to live at the bight of Expence, as lately they have done at Maccassar and 
Mesulapatnam, which yf report be true is beyond all modesty e. 

“ Then secondly the Company must give orders for your makeing good a place 
for the securitye of there estate in India, which how much prejudice the want 
hath been is very visible, for are wee not continually subject (to), and have not 
your Estate made good, all demaunds from tyme to tyme, bo it right or wronge. 
And lastly are wee certayneof continuance of peace with the Pobtug-ALLS and 
Dutch, noe ; for the peace wee Injoy by them is but for theire owne Ends, all 
which being duely considered ’twer very requisitt that the makeing good a place 
were first put in practi:?, from which will arrise these bennifitta, you shalbe ever 
secure of the most payt of your estate, and yf ariy affront ofier’d be enabled to 
doe ourselves righte.” 


(B.) 

Tourists in India. 

Some trace of these we find in the liecords ; we mean of travellers 
whose steps were led to India by no inducements of trade or service, 
but who came for their own pleasure or convenience. The prince of all 
such, who have related their experiences, is Pietro della Valle, the most 
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insatiate in curiosity, the most intelligent in apprehension, the fullest 
and most accurate in description. 

Of another eminent person figuring as a tourist in India, I have 
caught a glimpse, but no more. In a splendid Loan Collection of 
portraits which was exhibited at Edinburgh in 188B or ’84 I was much 
interested in a full-length picture by Vandyke, belonging to the Duke 
of Hamilton, of William Fielding, first Earl of Denbigh. He is repre* 
sented as out shooting, dressed in a red Indian jacket and pyjamas, 
attended by a Hindu boy, and surrounded by conventional suggestions of 
tropical life and vegetation. Why so? No peerage-book, or work of 
biography or history, so far as I could learn, threw any substantial 
light on the subject. 

But the picture is engraved (though not at full length) in Lodge’s 
Portraits. All the matter approaching the subject which we find iu 
Lodge’s Memoir is the following: 

“ . . . That DffiiTBIciH however had incurred considerahle unpopularity” (by 
his failure at Rochelle in 1628) may he reasonably inferred from his being 
soon after sent into an honourable exile under the character of Ambassador to 
the SoPHi, a fact which we learn from the inscription on a very rare engraving 
of him by Voeest, which states also that he was at the Court of that monarch 
in 1631, This circumstance of his life sujficiently explains the remarkable 
accompaniments of the portrait prefixed to this very imperfect memoir. Those 
who shew to strangers the fine collection in which the original remains, account 
for the singularities in question by asserting, with the usual simplicity and 
perseverance of such exhibitors, that he was Governor of Jamaica, but, unfor- 
tunately for the tradition, that island was not possessed by the English till 
several years after his death.*' 

A visit to Persia would not sufficiently explain the Hindustani 
costume ; hut there is a more satisfactory explanation. 

In the Record Office, looking for something else among the India 
Papers, I found, under 1630, copies of letters of commendation in 
favour of Lord Denbigh, from King Charles to 

(1) . “ The High and Excellent Monarch, the great Lord Shaugh Sttefie, 
Emperor of Persia, Media, Parthia, Armenia, and of the famous Kingdome 
of Lar and Ormus,” etc.^ . . . 

(2) . “The Excellent and prudent Lord, Nabob Asuph Chan,” etc.^ . . . 

(3) . “ The great and valiant Nabob Chan Chanan, Generali of the Victorious 
Armesof the Mighty Emperor of India,” etc.^ , . . 

These documents showed that Lord Denbigh in any case had meditated 


1 SLffi Safi, grandson of Shah ’Abbfis, whom he had succeeded in the 
beginning of 1629. 

^ This must be Yamin-ud-daula, styled A’saf Khtin, who was Wazir of the 
Emperor Jahdngir, and brother of the famous Nurjjiluin. Died 1641. 

^ Presumably Mahdbar Khetu, Khan-Khauan j died 1633. 
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a journey in India. And gn turning to the Cahndar of State Papers 
{'Domestic) I found the following entries : 

‘‘1630. Aug. 15. C^3). T7is Kino ^0 tTie B. I. Company. Wiluiam Earl of 
Denbigh has an earnest desire to travel into Asia, into the Cheat Mogul’s 
Country and also into Persia. His intended journey would he too tedious and 
dangerous overland ; they are therefore requested to give orders that he and his 
followers he received for his passage into the said countries into such one of 
their Ships as he shall make choice of, and that the great cabin he allowed for 
himself and his train, consisting, at the most, of six persons.” 

^ ^ * 4s J#: 

“1631. Jany. 20th, (85). Rowland Woodward to Thomas Windebank 
. , . Lord Denbigh went last week to the East Indies.” 

^ SfZ ^ sfC 5ft 

“ 1631. Eehry. 9th. Captain John Mennes to the Lords of the Adaiiralty 
Reports his cruise in the ’English Channel after pirates. , , , Met Lord 
Denbigh on Wednesday last. He had ‘ a great scape’ in the Storm the Eriday 
before.” 

% ifs % if; Hi ^ 

“ 1633, July 15th. Captain John Pennington to the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, . . . On the 13th came up with the Jeivel of London, one of our East 
India Ships, much dispersed. . . . They reported the Earl of Denbigh to be in 
good health, and to purpose shortly to return.” 

H; ^ Hi Hi Hi Hi Hi 

“1633. Aug. 28th. Jambs Howell to Necre too/ W indebank. . . , Lord 
Denbigh is returned from the Great Mogor full of Jewels.” 

In the Reports of the Hist. MSS. Commission, vol. iv, p. 254, there 
is a mere allusion to the Earl’s travels in the East, and to bis credentials, 
which probably are the same as those which I saw in the Record Office ; 
bnt there are no particulars whatever. 

In the India Office O.C. Papers I find a few wretchedly meagre and 
uninforming notices, which simply witness the fact that Lord Denbigh 
was in India ; being merely notes or abstracts of the contents of letters 
from Surat, made on their receipt in London. The handwriting, too, is 
cramped and difficult, so I give them under a little reserve. 

O.C. 1428. Notes of a general letter from Sueat to the Company^ of 
24th April 1632 : 

“TheMuHe . . . intended to be imployed on freaght to Muselpatam . , , 
and from thence to Persia. ...” 

“ The Earle of Denbigh, his interteynment with the Mogull ; he pur- 
poseth to go in the Marie whither she goeth,” 

O.C. 1456. Note from Surat letter of 4th January 1632(-3) : 

“ The E: of Denbie hath bin at Muslapatam and Persia in the Marie^ 
and intends to return in the James,’ ^ 

O.C. 1428. Note of letter of 25th January l632(-3) : 

“ The Marie and the Dolphin to go for Misled atam and Bantam, if the 
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Maries ladeing sTiall not be procured, to go direotlie from Subeatt for 
London. . . 

“ The Ld; of Denbio-h bath satisfied us here for his owne and attendants diet 
to 5 January, for the future you are to ( .... r) there.” 

O.C. 14:56. Note of letter o/27th January 1632(-3) : 

“ The Eaelb of Denbigh oweth for 2 butte of Sacke.”i 

Another Englishman of ancient lineage is found in India a quarter of 
a century later, as we learn from a letter of the Court to Fort St. 
George, dated 27th February 1657 (-8) : 

There is remaining with you either at Foet St. George or some other 
place on the Coast, an English Gentleman named S"; Henry Skipwith j the 
occasion of his leaving hia native Country is q[uestionlesa known vnto you. This 
Gentleman in perticular we recommend vnto you, to vse him with that Civillitie and 
Curte&ie as hecometh a person of his quallitie, and that you afford him any such 
lawfull favour as is due and requirable from one Christian to another. Wee 
entend not hereby that he should be chargeable either to you or our Selves, but 
that he may be permitted to remaine with you and under your protection 
during his pleasure, and not sooner be sent home without our further order. 
And Soe the Alliuightie Keep you, and wee remaine 

“ Your very loving ffriends,” etc. 

Nothing of this journey to India appears to be known in the tra- 
ditions of the Skipwith family. There were in that name three 
baronetcies held by families of common descent, viz. (1) Skipwith of 
NewboM (cr. 1670, ext. 1790) ; (2) Skipwith of Metheringham (cr. 1678, 
ext. 1756) ; (8) Skipwitb of Prestwould (cr. 1622, and still floutisliing). 
Sir Henry, the subject of the letter, must be the second baronet of the 
Prestwould branch, of whom I find nothing recorded but that lie died 
unmarried, and was succeeded by his brother Grey, who emigrated to 
Virginia during the Protectorate, and there built a residence which he 
named Prestwould. Sir Henry, the first baronet, and father of this Sir 
Henry and Sir Grey, was a hearty royalist, and was heavily fined by 
the Parliamentary sequestrators. And his fortune being impaired, he 
sold his estates about 1653. Whether it was merely for political 
reasons, or through some personal misadventure, that the second Sir 
Henry went to India remains doubtful.^ 


1 The supposition that Lord Denbigh was ever at the Court of Persia 
hardly receives support from the brief notices quoted. Voerst’s inscription 
would seem merely evidence that the visit had been contemxdated. 

2 I refer to A Brief Account of the ShiimUhs^ etc., by (the late) Fulwar Skip- 
with, of the Bengal Civil Service. Printed for private circulation, Tunbridge 
Wells, 1867. The author, a valued friend and near connection of the present 
writer, was not aware of this Indian journey of his ancestor, which would 
have greatly interested him. 

In the end of the last century the heir of the Prestwould Skipwiths, after 
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I find from a letter inserted in Yol. v. of the Reports of the Hist. 
MSS. Commission (p. 360) that Sir Henry died in India, and apj)arently 
before the Court’s recommendation was written. 

The letter, among the papers of R. Cholmondely, Esq., of Condover 
Hall, Shropshire, is from Wm. Smith, written at the Factory of 
Verasjieroone, 24th December 1658. Among other things the writer 
says : 

‘‘lam placed in the healthiest place of all India on the coast of Oohmondell. 
It is an inland town, some 40 English miles from the Metropolitan Port and 
factory, which is called Mechlupatam. This country is level for 100 miles and 
more, not one hill to be seen j abundance of wild fowl : the chiefest of our diet 
all the year long is wild ducks, and such like. Mr. Acounp our chief, and Mr. 
Seymoxtb our second, do very well agree, which is the life of our trade . . . 
Had I a good cloth coat with a large silver lace, which is all the wear here, and 
the badge of an Englishman ; and on the contrary without it and other 
answerable to it, not esteemed nor regarded. The chiefest thing needful is a 
good hat ... I suppose you have heard of the death of Sir Henry Skipworth, 
who died about a year and a half since, as I am informed, of grief, he having, 
as is said, lost his estate by a vessel which was cast away ; he died about 7 miles 
fi’om hence at one Mr. Winter’s house, an Englishman.”-^ 

The Isaac Laurence whose letter from Gombroon, of June 14th, 
1679, is given at p. vi, of vol. iii, would appear to have belonged to the 
class of travellers from curiosity ; but we know no more of him. 

We hear of an early shikar party visiting India, in the New Account 
of Capt. Alexander Hamilton : 

“This Country” (about Carwar on the Western Coast) “is so famous for 
hunting, that two Gentlemen of Distinction, viz. Mr. Lemboubg of the House 
of Lemboubg in Germany, and Mr. Goring, a Son of my Lord Go ring’s in 
England, went incognito in one of the East India Companys Ships, for India. 
. . . They spent three years at Carwar, viz. from Anno 1C78. to 1681. then 
being tired with that Sort of Pleasure they took Passage on board a Company’s 
Ship for England, but Mr. Goring died four Days after the Ship’s Departure 
from Carwar, and he’s buried on the Island of St. Mary, about four 


the family had flourished in Yiiginia nearly a century and a half, came to 
England, subsequently to the extinction of the Newbold branch, to whose 
estates he es’entually succeeded. 

1 Verasheboone (properly Viravdsaram) was long a suboi'dinate factoi-y of 
the Company’s in the Godavery Delta, from before the middle of the 17th 
centui'y. 

The place where the unfortunate Skipwith died must have been Mada- 
POLLAM, the seat of another factory with a Chief and Council ; and his host 
Mr. Winter was afterwards that Sh Edward of Avhom we have heard so much 
in earlier pages (see pp. cclxxvi-cclxxxi). Madapollam is about seven or eight 
miles from Viravdsaram. 
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Leagues from the Shore, off Batacola, and Mr. Lemboxjkg returned Safe to 
England.”! 

Search would no doubt produce other examples of the early tourist, 
and perhaps some of more interest ; but I must close with the fob 
lowing : 

(Apparently addressed to the Directors of the New Company), 

“ On board Hia Majesties Ship 

y*"; Kasi'bujs May 9th 1701.- 
S”; 

“ Your Honours may very well wonder that I should have the confidence 
to assnnie to write to you being altogether a Stranger, but hauing the Iiappiness to 
mahe a voyage to India to compleat my fathers works who trauelled India ouer at 
timeCs) and Designing them for the press as soon as possible, thought my Self 
obleiged hauing reoeiued So many fauours at SxjRBAT from S’": NiCii: AVaite and 
knowing how affairs goe their, to let you know that when arriuo in England can 
and will (if required) give your Hon"* a just and true account of all occurrences 
relating to your business, and wish could have come home in the Oanierbiinj ^ hut 
hauing such an ill conditioned fellow of a Captain to deall with, being so very apt 
to gine such Scuruy language could neuer brook the thoughts of coming homo in 
his Ship tho’ I have endeauour’d (as far as honour and reputation would permit 
me) to obleige him hut could not : what the Captain has said relating to your 
honours Affairs since came from Sueratt Shall leiue whilst arriue, it being too 
tedious for a letter and likewise not hauing time, the Ship being to leiue us on 
the morning, I receiued a letter from S'; Nich; Waite when I was Imbarked on 
board the Ship for Sailing wherein he informs me that the Old Factory had 
giuen the Governor 100 000^»^’ and the Mecr 25 000^“- and that the Voconouis^ 
& Harcarra had dispatcht away an express to infoi*m the King thereof. This 
hoping that you will pardon the stile and the planeneas hauing no time for 
correction is all from 

“Your very humble servant to command 

“Pratt Tyson, 

Olei’k.” 

I c<an find nothing in the bibliographies regarding any works of hlr. 
Tyson’s father, or publications of his own. 

( 0 .) 

The following letters were accidentally omitted in the notice of Sir 
John Gayer ; they should have been inserted at p. cxliii. The 
manner and language of Sir Nicholas AVaite’s successful endeavour to 
supersede Sir John, in the assumption of the position of “ GeneraF 
under the Managers of the United Trade, are too characteristic to allow 
of my resting content with the omission of these letters, which I there- 
fore now insert. 


! Nev) AccO'Unt of the East Indies^ cd, 1714, i, 2G9-4. 
0.0. 7573. 

3 Wahibiavis news writer.” 
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From Letter of the Court of Managers to Our G-enerall & Councell at 
Bombay, 4tli June 1703”. 

47. We come now to acquaint you that we have chosen and do hereby 
constitute and appoint S^ John Gayer to he Generali, Mr. John Bubnistotjn 
to be Deputy Governour and Second ... of our Council at Bombay for the 
management of the Affairs of the United Trade, Their Sallaryes to Commence 
from the time they come to Bombay, and you are to send to such of them as 
are at SurAtt to come up to Bombay with all convenient speed. And if it 
should fall out that S^ John Gayer is yet detained at Shbatt and cannot 
get liberty to come away from thence in three months after he shall have 
received notice of this our Election of him, to take upon him hia Government, 
or if at the three Months End he shall be hindred by the Monsoon, and cannot 
in one month after the turn of the Monsoon go up to Bombay, in such case we 
hereby appoint S'*. Nicholas Waite our President of Suratt to be Generali 
in the room of S^ John Gayer, and if our said President shall be restrained at 
SxiRATT So as not to be able to go up to Bombay then we appoint Mr. J ohn 
Burniston the present Deputy Governour of Bombay to be Generali until 
further orders. ...” 


Letter (partially mutilated) from Sir N. Waite and Council at Surat 
for the Neiv Company^ to ^^Slr John G-ayer, knight, Generali (for 
the) Honhle. Old Company and (Council)”.^ 

Dated “ Shratt, October the 31st, 1704” 

Srs t 

“ Wee will not doubt your being advised ... you Sent us a letter Sunday 
the 29th inst: from the Deputy G(overnour) Aislabee dated the 23d inat: att 
Bombay telling ns that near two mConths had) elapsed Since English Ships 
hath bin att Suratt Rivers mouth w(hioh) they esteem the utmost time limitted 
by the Court of Managers for S^ Jno: Geyer or S'. Nich*; Waite coming on 
Bombay to act as Generali, who not then appearing said charter devolued on 
the Depy. Governour, according to their orders, &ca. Yide^ 

Wee receiued but one Single letter from the Court of Managers to their 
President and Councill att Suratt till the Deputy Governour and Mr. Aislabee 
as appears by their letter the 28th inst: transmitted in the AUngdons Packett 
that came to our hands the 27th inst: wherein we had a Letter to the Generali 
and Coimcill of Bombay dated tbe 4th June. Signed, by the Secretarys of both 
Companys as the Court advises in their Said Letter dated the 11th June 1703 
referring to their Generali Letter the 4th June where they say have fully 
exprest their meaning ’twill be now necessary transcribeing the 47th Par: of said 
letter as follows” (See preceding extract) ... 

“ Is very plains and evident to every impartiall man thero’s no other time if 
any Limitted to S'. Nigho- Waite goeing to Bombay then the 3 months allowed 
and appointed S'. JnO: Gayer, the one month aftere the Turne of the Monsoon 
is a Espetiail ffavour and respect Singly to S'; Jno: Gayer without any coher- 
ance relating to S': NichO: Waite, every one of ns unwilling interfearing in said 
affaire expecting that you Gentlemen or the Deputy Governour and Council! for 


1 O.C. 8290, 
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tlie United Trade at Bombay to LaTe Notified tlie true Genuin Time and Turne 
of tlie Monsoone as held and Esteemed by the Portuoueiz and other antient 
European and the Sever all inhabitants of India for the Queens Men of Warr 
Eashly comeing to this Barr alters not the Annuail Season that by accident may 
meet with Severe & Calme weather otherwise any Nation may assume an 
Almighty Power equaly with Mr. Botrniston and Aislabee. 

** But it being notorious & Certified by all Europeans, Dutch, Eebench, 
Enolish, PoRTuauEEZ, the Last under a Notary publicb, as well as the 
Moores Accountt, the Turne of the Monsoone S': Erangisco or the Elephant 
ends att or upon and not before the new moon in 7ber : which fell out this year to be 
the 18th; Ult°: and the new moon the 17th Insh or the ISth Inst; a full Callender 
month manifestly concludes the Honble: S': Jno; Gaybrs haveing any pretence 
being in the Direction or Service of the United Trade as wee wrote the Deputy 
Governour and Councill for said United Trade att Bombay the 18th Inst: Trans- 
mitted by Mr. Edmund Crowe that went Downe the 19th Do: upon our Yatch 
accompanied by two of our Companys Servants delivering said Notification and 
that S': NichO: Waite the (Per) son appointed Generali in the roome of ... . 
the said Deputy Governour &ca. Imediately upon .... the J'osia carrying 
downe S’* Nicholas Waite .... he being noe otherwise restrained but 
wanting . . . .) the Companys Ships lyhere he may be Safe in his Person .... 

‘'And haveing performed our parte as wee Shall in our Sev(erall) .... 
endeavour a faithfull ohedience to the orders Transmitted by the Court of 
Managei’s in their said Letter dated the 4th of June 1703 being always ready as 
wee have often wrote you not in any perticular yett altered heartily giveing all 
tbe assistance wee Can amicably Accomodating the causes of your restraint the 
Government and Inhabitants Says for Seizurs made by Sr: Jno; Child in his 
Warr Still unajusted and unpaid. 

“ And wee cannot be so remiss in our duty to the Honour of our Nation and the 
Safety of every Interest as well as the persons of all English in Subatt to 
declare that whatever untoward mischief Losses and damages may happen to the 
Seperate Affaires and United Trade of the English Company and others by Such, 
unwarrantable proceedures will assuradely make Liable whoever they be, whether 
in SuRATT, Bombay or att Sea makeing full and intire Satisfaction to every Said 
English Interest- 

“ Wee have obtained leave from the Governour for Mr: Wm; Proby Second 
of our Councill waiting upon you Gentlemen and deliver this letter to you being 
att present desireing your imediate answer that wee may take such measures 
agreeable & not repugnant to the orders from the United Managers.” 


(D.) 

Algernon Sidney a Stockholder in the E. L Co. 

From Court Book, IGtli May 1648 : 

“ Mr. Secretary acquainted the Court that Collonell Algernon Sidney had 
underwritt 800L in this voyage and that he now desired to bee an Adventurer 
onely for 400L which he hath already paid in, which being considered of, the 
Court condescended to his desire ...” 
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. Through Optick glass the Ti7SOAN Abtist views 
At evening from the top o/Fesole 
Or in Y ALB AUNO . . . 

Frotii Court Booh^ 12tli March 1651(-62) : 

“Ordered that Mr. Thomas Bdrhell should bee paid the Summe of 40 
to bee by him bestowed iu some present to Seignonr Helverio who sent the 
Galilean prospective glasse to the Company which is presented to the King of 
Macoassar, As also, Mr. Burnell with that mony was desired to present his 
kinsman living at Bantzick with a Tunne of Enolish Beere for his paynes 
bestowed in this particular business.” 


(F.) 

Use of ilie Word Artist. 

In the motto set before the last extract Milton uses the word arList 
in its older and generic sense ; in the next we seem to have it applied, 
as in modern use, to denote a painter (or sculptor) specifically. 

From Court Boolo^ 12th February 1657 : 

“ Mr: Wm: Garwat came this day into Court, and acquainted them that the 
King of Persia desires an English Limbner may be sent unto him ; Of which 
the Court tooke notice, and resolved to make choice of a good. Artist, if they send 
any.” 

I find also, many years later, in a List of Goods proper to he invested 
and laden at Amoy’’ (in Letter Book, c. 28th October 1698) : 

“ Ten thousand Pictures of all the variety the Artists can invent of the 
Country ffancys, but they must be done by curious Artists.” 

(G.) 

First appointment of a Chaplain in India. 

From the Court, a Circular, (dated at end) “ East India House, the 13th 
February 1657”(-8). Sent to Doctor Oonnett, Vice Chancellor, 
Doctor John Owen, Doctor Tiro: Goodwin, and Doctor Henry 
Wilkinson, at Oxford ; and to Doctor Tuckney and Doctor 
Arrowsmith at Cambridge : 

“ Worshipfull 

“The East India Company having resolved to endeavour the advance 
and spreading of the gospell in India, and the settlement of an orthodox godly 
Minister such an one as may instruct and teach the people that shall be com- 
mitted to his Charge,. in building them up in the knowledge of God, and faith iu 
Jesus Christ, Wee doe therefore make these our desires knowne vnto you, 
intreating that you would be pleased to afford vs your assistance herein by 
recommending vnto vs for this purpose some such person whom you shall 
approve and declare to be a fitt Instrument, both willing and able to vndergoe 
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and manadge this great and good worke, Wednesday the 24th of this moneth, 
wee entend God willing to proceede to choice, and therefore if you shall find and 
know a person soe qualified we desii’e that before the time be expired, he may 
present himselfe with your recommendations vnto ns. Wee are enforced to con- 
tract our Seines to this short time, because our Shipping vpon necessitie' must 
depart by the later end of the next moneth j ffor his encouragement wee have 
setled an allowance of lOOZ per Annum certaine, with accommodation of Dyet, 
and there is noe question but his other benefitts will be very considerable, there- 
fore being confident of your ready assistance to the promoting of this good 
worke, wee shall not further enlarge, but leave you to the direction of the 
Allmightie in this and all other good workes and remaine 

Your assured friends 

Maurice Thomsoit Gov^” (and seven others). 


(H.) 

Some notices of the Knoxes, Captives in Ceylon. 

In Court Book^ under 28th December 1657 : 

“ Captain Knox Commander of the Anne chartered vessel, allowed liberty to 
carry lOOL adventure for himself.*’ (This is the elder Knox, father of the 
author of the well-known and excellent book.) 

Extract of Letter from Court to Fort St. George, dated 
16tlx December 16G3. 

Wee arc glad to heare that Captain Knox and those other Persons, which are 
Captivated in Zeilon, are Liveing, but sorry for their sadd condition. Wee 
hope yon have prudently contrived some way for their Releasment, and that 
thereby they have obteyned their Libertie.” 

24tli January 1667. The Court refer again to the subject, and say 
they have sent ‘‘six Lustie Mastiffs, which will be accexitable to the 
King.” 

Court Booh y under 15fch September 1680 : 

“Mr. Robert Knox and Mr, Steven Rutland who were prisoners on the 
Island of Ceylon and lately escaped thence, coming into Court, were directed 
to attend the Comittees for shipping, to communicate what they had observed of 
affaires in those parts.” 

Ditto, under 6tli October 1680 : 

“ It is ordered that the sura of 20L be paid unfco Robert Knox, and lOL to 
Stephen Rutland .... for their relief.” 

Ditto, under 22nd October 1680 : 

“ Whereas Robert Knox who was many years a Captive on the Island of 
Zeilon, is entertained as a 4th Mato on board the Neiv London now bound for 
Bantam, It is ordered that if upon his arrivall he be desirous to continue in 
the Country the Couiauder is permitted to leave him at Bantam, to bo farther 
employed as this Court shall direct.” 
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Court Booh^ under 30tli Marcli 1681 : 

The Court; were now pleased to entertain Mr. Eobebt Knox to serve them 
in the East Indies at Sea or on Shoi'e, at the Salary of ^40 per Annum, to 
comence from the time of his arrival at Bantam.*' 

Ditto, under 11th May 1681 : 

‘*Mr. Eobert Knox bein^ presented the Comander of the new Ship letten to 
freight by Henry Johnson for the Companys service, on a voyage to the 
South Seas, the Court approved thereof." 

Captain Knox's name often occurs again in the records, in various 
marine employments* Thus we have seen him as commander of the 
ship Tonqiieeu, 24 guns, in the fleet, sent to India for the intended capture 
of Chittagong (siipi'a, p. lii) ; and he had been previously appointed to 
take the same vessel to Madagascar for a cargo of negroes, as noticed 
in note, p. ix. 

The Court again, in Jany. 1694, hear of the death of Job Chaimock 
through Capt. Knox, just arrived from India. 

no 

Gift of Polyglot Bible. 

Extract of Letter to Fort, 22 Febrtiary 1659(*G0) : 

‘‘It hath pleased a worthy Member of our Societie, Mr.* Tho; Eich, to pre- 
sent us with 6 volumes conteyning the old and new Testaments in severall 
Languages, it being his desire that they may bee sent, to remayne in your 
flactorie, hoping it may bee a meanes to propagate and spread the Gospell in 
those parts, which is his, and our earnest desire by all meanes possible to 
advance and further. Wee haue therefore laden them on our Ship Bmirna 
Merchant, and recomend them (as a choice Guift) vnto you, to hee carefully 
preserved and made use of, for that intent and purpose to which they are 
designed ; The like volumes the said Mr. Eich hath given us for to bee sent to 
Surratt, which wee intend to sent thither on the Ship Bagle”'^ 


(J.) 

Ajoplication from Mr. Baxter. 

From Court Booh^ c. 1660 (but actual reference lost). 

“ Vpon reading a Letter from Mr. EiOhard Baxter, an eminent Devine, 
wherein hee requested the Companies permission, that some number of the 
Bookes named Grotiijs de Veritate Eeligionis Ohns;^ianae, which are trans^ 
lated into the Ababike tongue, at the charge of Mr. Egbert Boyle, might 
by some of the Companies Agents, be prudently dispersed in such places of tho 
Companies Trade (not in the Turkish Empire), where the Language is vnder- 
stood, to the End Christianitye may be established among these Infidells. The 
Court was very ready to promote so pious a Worke, soe they may be first satisfied 
that these Bookes have the Allowance of Authoritie." 


^ This must have been Brian Walton’s work, in six volumes, the last three 
of which were p\iblished in 1657. 


a ct 
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(K.) 

Commission Extraordinarij, 

Extractof Letter from Court to Fokt St, George, dated 20fcli February 

1662-(63) : 

“ Wee pray you to purcTiase a couple of Gentue BarTbers, sucK as are most 
expert amongst them, in letting Blood, and send them on some of our Shipps 
for St. Hbllbna, there to remaine for the vse of People on the Island.'* 

At a later date, when probably the Court had been satisfied that 
Geetues were not in the market, as they had supposed ; we have the 
following, in a letter to the same address, dated 27th November 1668. 
This is a small initiation of “ Cooly Emigration”. 

^‘Wee have now only to desire you to give order into the Bay that they 
endeavour to procure young Gentues or Aracaits and their wives to bee sent 
as our servants to remaine on our Island of St. HiLEiirA, Wee being very 
desirous to make tryall of them, suposing they may bee more vsefull and 
ingenious than those people which come from GxiiisrEA. In the procuring of 
these 8 persons, wee require that noe violence be used, or any act to give dis- 
content to the Natives, but that they may be such as will willingly embrace our 
service, And then cause them to bee furnished with convenient necessaries for 
the voyage, and on each of our 4 ships let one man and his wife take their 
passage for St. Hellena, and order the Comanders to provide some fitting 
Cabben for their accomodations in the voyage. If there bee any Plants or seeds 
fitt for the nourishment of man, Wee would have some sent by the next Shipping 
for St. Hellena, and also some Cotton seed.” 

And nearly thirty years later they write again : 

“ We may justly feare a want of English help at Bencoolen which you 
must supply, as well and as soone as you cun, by some of our Country Yessells, 
sending them such Recruits of Cattell or other things which they last writt for, 
and also 5 or 6 little Native black boys which speak English (of which we 
understand that there are many at the eeort) that they may in time learne the 
Malay language and become usefull as Interlopers” (!) &ca. 

The last word, the copyist’s error for Interpreters^ must have come 
unconsciously to his pen, after the constant writing on the subject of 
the pernicious violators of the Company’s privileges 1 


(L) 


Sir Edward Winter’s Proceedhujs. (See pp. cclxxvii, scqq.^ siqira.) 

Extract of Commission and Instructions sent to Mr. Nicholas Buck- 
ridge at the Fort”, dated 16th December 1663. 

(The document orders Mr. Buckridge to enquire into certain reports 
of abuses alleged to have been committed by Sir Edward Winter in 
his agency at Fort St. George, and thus throws some light on the 
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motives of liis extraordinary coup cVkat. One of the articles of charge 
against him runs as follows) : 

Wee are advised that a Gallows was Erected, and Bera Timana the Broker, 
threatened, therewith, purposely to force Money from him, wherevpon he paid to 
the Value of about 15 OOOL pretended to bee for our Accompt, but as yet noe 
part thereof in our Bookes, after the payment of which Some, the said Beea 
Tymana was readmitted into our Service, that thereby, on our damage, bee 
might repaire himselfe.’^ 

(M.) 

Quis custodial cusiodcs ? 

Extract from Copy of a Letter from Some one in Office at Fort 

St. Georcie.! 

“ There is one thing more which I shall propose to your worshipps Considera- 
tion, whiche in my opinion seemes somewhat Incongruous to the good Govern- 
ment of the Soldiers in the Honble. Oompanys Fort, vi25t,, That foure of the 
Chiefe Of&cers belonging to the Garison shold be suffered to keepe Punch houses ; 
for by this meauea they that shold see good order kept among the Soldiers, doe 
for their owne benefit!] occasion the greatest disorder.** 

(N.) 

Instruction through the Portuguese Language, 

From Coiirt Booh^ 6th July 1670 : 

“ The Court being desirous that the Pobtttgubzes residing in the Island of 
Bombay may be instructed in the Protestant Beligion, and that the true Wor- 
ship of God may be taught and promoted among them i Doe think it fit to 
declare That if Mr. Hutchinson (who is Assistant to Mr. Steelinu Minister of 
that place) shall study the Pobtuuall language, so as to be well under- 
stood, there shall be paid him upon Preaching the first Sermon^ pounds, 

And an addition oP I, per Annum to his present establishment, for carrying 
on that work.** 

From Court’’ s Letter to Fort St. George, 20tli Feby. 1695 : 

We have caused the Liturgy of the Church of England with the Psalms of 
David to be translated into the Pobtugueez Language for the use and 
benefit of the Pobtugueez Inhabitants under our Government in India, which 
we printed at Oxford, and herewith you will receive one hundred of them 
which we hope our Lieutenant General and Councill will give such Direction to Mr. 
Lewes, That they may he made use of to answer of that generall and extensive 
Charity which first moved us to this undertaking at our single charge, That so 
the Gospell and the Protestant Religion may be made known to those poor and 
Ignorant natives in their own Language ; To the Honour of God and the Glory 
of our Church.*’ 

See also, in reference to this, extract at p. cxix supra. 


1 O.C. 1683. There is no signature or date. The Office Index puts it at 
1645. But I should put it some twenty-five years later. 

2 Blanks in orig. 
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IT,— MISCELLANEOUS VAVEVS. 


( 0 .) 

Slaves and Slave ruiiciiASE. 

From Court BooJCj 13th January 1670 (-71): 

Eesolved, That Twenty Blacks be bought at St. Jaoo, viz.. Ten Men and 
Ten Women ; Soe as the price exceed not 12L a head ; and that they be trans- 
ported on the Ships now bound for Bantam^ to be delivered to the Agent and 
Councel there, for the Companys Service.'’ 

Fokt St. Geobge to Court, 21st Sept, 1689 : 

“Wee are also sending another of your Honours small vessels to the Island of 
MabagabcaBj to procure Gofferyes for your Garrison and Service at Ben- 
cooLEN, Mr. Benjamin Bloome &ca. being very importunate with us for a 
large supply of them.” 

Court to Fokt St. David’s, 6tli March 1694 (-5) : 

“ There is no doubt but he, being a poor necessitous rambling Prince, would 
be ready to serve you in the same manner upon such an occasion, and so would 
your Peons or Bashpoots, and therefore you doe wisely advise to the raising a 
Company of Cofferies which would be the truest People and the stoutest Blacks 
you could trust to in that Place, having no affinity or Belation to the black 
People of those Oonntreys nor speaking any of their Languages, and therefore 
in compleyance with your Notion, we intend by the first ship that goes for St. 
Helena to send you Twenty or Thirty Cofferies that have already learned to 
speak English, wMeh is the Language we would have Currant amongst them, 
and that may easily come so to pass, by having such a foundation of English 
Blacks to begin your Company with, unto which as you can buy them from the 
POKTTTGEEEZ you may add now and then six or eight, hut we would have them 
bought at the first hand as they come raw from Mosambeek or Mxjmbas before 
they can speak the Pobtugueez Language .... and the more different native 
Languages they are of, we think it may he the better, they must be kept to live 
in some compound by themselves under strict Guardians, when they are not 
upon Duty, as they are kept at Batavia.” 

From the will of Mary Addison, widow of Gulston Addison, 
made Fokt St, George, 18th December 1709. ^ 

I leave and bequeath to my two Slaves Clays and Eabena ffourty Pagodas 
with their and their Childrens liberty ,* Item .... to my Slave Vengb ten 
pagodas and liberty. Item .... to my Slave Denisba her liberty, and to her 
Daughter her liberty and twenty Pagodas.” 


^ In B. M. Egerton MSS, 1971. Gulston Addison was elder brother of the 
illustrious Joseph. He succeeded Thomas Pitt as Governor at Fort St. 
George, but died within a month. 
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(^•) 

Commission from King Charles II. 

Zeller to ‘^Surratt,’’ dated May 4tli, 1683 : 

*‘His Majesty hath required of IJs to send to India to provide for him one 
Male, and two Female Blacks, but they must be Dwarfs, and of the least size 
that yon can procure.’* 

The same commission is sent to Fort St. George, and to Bengal. 
Commissions to get spotted deer for the King occur several times. 

(Q.) 

Becapitulation 0/ Mutinies in the Company’s Settlements. 

• From a llcport to the King hy a Secret Committee at the India Ilouse^ in 
connection icith the Revolt at Bombay. 

Dated 15 August 1684. 

Wee think it our duty humbly to represent to your Majesty that there hath 
been 5 mutinies within the limits of the Companys charters since your Majesty 
was graciously pleas’d to grant them to the Company, one was at Fobt St. 
George by Edward Winter and Captain Cheesman, who deposed and im- 
prisoned the then Governor Eoxcroet, and his Second S'"; Jeremy Sambrook, 
one at Bombay by the Souldiery, when Mr. Gerald Angier (the Earl of Dong- 
EORDS brother) was Governor therof, Three at St. Helena, in the first whereof 
they deposed and sent home the Governor Captain Corry, In the second they 
deposed and imprisoned Captain Kegwin (now made Governor by the Mutineers 
at Bombay), In the third they did not depose or imprison the Governor Captain 
Field, but being a weak man they made him sign and doe whatever they 
pleas’d.” . . . 

(B.) 

The Duty of a Soldier in ZntrenchmenUioorh. 

Courtis Letter to Fort St. George, 24tli Jauy. 1685(-G) : 

** In the expectation of our fortifications at Ghyttegam, wee doe much depend 
upon the prudence of our said Yiee Admirall and all our Captains of Sea and 
Land forces, that they will by perswaaion, their own example, and some little 
rewards, in Back or otherwise, encourage all our Seamen and Soldiers to work 
hard upon our fortifications, untill they are finished, for untill a City or an army 
be intrenched, out of danger of the Enemy, no man ought to think himself too 
good, to give his helping hand, to make all sure, although after the danger is 
over, such workeis only propper for Pioneers, or such as you call Cooleys."* 

(S.) 

A vain charge condemned. 

Frotn a Letter to the Fort of 22xid October 1686 ; 

“ The Tygar you Keep at the expence of a Goat a day, besides attendance, wo 
looke upon as a superfluous vain Charge, let all such needless expences, within 
doors and without, be pared off, while you see we are engaged in so many greater 
disbursements for the publick good.” 



ccclviii 


JV— misoellaisieous papers. 


(T.) 

Condemnation of neio f angled Goods and Names. 

Letter to Fort St. George of 28tli Septr. 1687 : 

All your Bei/eZees, Fodavetnii Gummum, Gulcondahf Oringall, BowaluO) and 
Qung'gores are a meer cheat upon us and not worth half their cost per invoice, 
which ohligeth us to warne our President and every one of you in our Oouncill to 
have an especiall care of goods that come to you hy new names.*’ . . . 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ flip ^ ^ W ^ 

Our design in the whole is to set up the Dutch Grovernment among the 
Eholish-India . . . (but) We will al waxes observe our owne old English termes ; 
Y'L»b: Attorney Generali instead of Mscall, Alldermen instead of Seeping Bur- 
gesses instead of JBurgers^ Serjanta instead of Balus^ President and Agent 
instead of Oowmandore, Lirectore, or Qommissaries" (Commissarius), ‘‘&oa.** 

(U.) 

Qui excuse accuse. 

From a Letter to Fort St. George of August 12th, 1687 : 

“Thro’ the almost irresistable importunity of friends, we have sent you more 
Writers and Factors then we can apprehend you should have present occasion to 
make use of, but if you observe our orders in expelling from our service such as 
misbehave themselves, and keep the rest exercised in armes, as om: Artillery men 
in London are, at leisure times, when you have no proper writeing work to set 
them about, they will upon a need be some additional! weight to the ballance of 
your English power, and the charge of such supernumeraries more supportable 
to us, but however we intend to forbear sending you any more then we have 
allready promised untill we understand from yourselves that you have more need 
of them.” 

(V.) 

IIoiv Tea should he Packed. 

From Gourds ^'’Instructions to William Johnson, Esquire^ Supracargo 
of the Ship Wentworth hound for Canton in China and Mr. 
John Hiller Merchant his Assistant.^'' Dated 10th Nov. 1699. 

“ 10, Tea is a Commodity of that generall use here, and so nicely to be 
managed is its Package to preserve its flavour and vertue, that you cant bee too 
careful in putting it up. Take speciall care therefore it be well closed in Toote- 
nague, then wrapt up in Leaves and so put up in good Tubs of dry well-season’d 
Wood, made tite and close enough to preserve it from all manner of Scents, 
which it is very Subject to imbibe, and thereby become of no Value here. But 
you must be sure that the wood of your tubs have no Scent, whether sweet or 
unsavoury, that will Spoil the Tea, So will Camphire and other strong Scented 
Commodityea, wherefore no such Smell must come into the Ship : For the like 
reason put up no Tea in Potts or Tootenague, till the smell of the Soldering Oyl 
or other like smells be perfectly cured. Be sure the Tea you buy be very new 
and the best of its sort, Remembering that in this and every other Commodity, 
the worst pays as much freight as the best, and many times the same Custom. 
Keep the Tea in the coolest places of the Ship, for otherwise the greatest Care in 
its Choice and package will be rendered inoFoctuall, and therefore what is put in 
the Hold open the Hatches in fair Weather to give it air as often as you have Op- 
portunity. But you will see by the Captain’s Instructions We have required 
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tlaat om* Tea be stow’d between Decks abaft tbe after batobway witb a bulk bead 
and a little gang way made for Passage, wbicb do you see done accordingly. It 
being now peace, We being resolv’d to dispense witb our old order in this par- 
ticular of stowing no Goods between Decks, when so great an advantage will 
accrue, as tbe preserving tbe Tea, a very considerable Article in tbe p?ofit or Loss 
of tbe Cargo.” 

(W.) 

Reception of Firman and Dress of Honour from the G-reat Mogul, at 
Bombay, January 1717-18. 

Bombay Consultation^ 24tb January 1717-18. 

“ Everything being prepared for ihe Qoormebwrdar^ reception in as Suitable a 
manner as tbe Short time wee bad would permitt, be tbis morning came down 
from Mahim, attended by Mess'"™; Mark Anthony Crommelin^ and Jno; 
Horne in Pallankeens, Thirty Soldiers and a Lieutenant witb tbe Black 
Merchants of Bombay, a Company of Sepoys^ witb tbe Colours, Trumpets, 
and Countrey Musick, and by them Conducted to tbe new Bunder, where were 
drawn up at tbe Gate a Detachment of Garrison Soldiers three deep, in tbe 
Square of wbicb was erected a Pavilion lined witb Imboss’d Perpets,^ and 
adorned witb other Embelisbments, and in the West end of tbe same, on a 
small Eminence made, was placed tbe President’s Chair of State (tbe whole being 
Covered witb Carpets)- When tbe Masters of tbe Ceremonies bad Introduced 
him there they returned to tbe Fort to slgnifie tbe Same to tbe President, from 
whence be Immediately sett out to receive tbe Seerpaw^ in tbe manner 
Following : 

(Detail of Procession.) 

W^eduesday 29th January 1717-18. 

# # * * # # 

**This day about three in tbe afternoon, tbe President set foiward from tbe 
Castle to tbe Bunder to receive from Oapt. Charles Boddam tbe original 
PMrmaunds for tbe Presidency in tbe Following order. Tbe Captain bringing 
them from the Ship was saluted witb severall pieces of Cannon, wbicb was fol- 
lowed by all tbe Ships in tbe road ; 


^ QurZ'harddr^ P., a mace-hearer. 

2 Marc Antoine Crommelin, of Huguenot family, entered tbe Company’s 
service at Bombay 5 and his descendants have been prominent in the Indian 
services in every generation since. His son Charles was Governor of Bombay 
(1760-67), his grandson Charles Kussell Crommelin was Secretary to the Govt, 
of Bengal (1799), and his great-great-grandson, Lieut. -General W.A.Crommelin, 
C.B., was a distinguished officer of Engineers, who died 1886. 

2 This is an occurrence of the word >S'c25oy, in its modern signification, thirty 
years earlier than any that I had been able to find when publishing the A??y?o- 
Indian Glossary. I have one a year eailier, and expect now to find it earlier 
still. 

^ Pcrpetuams, a kind of glossy fabric of w^ool, much exported to the East 
from Europe in those days. 

® Sar-opdf literally cap-b-pie ; a dress of Honour, or series of presents 
p)artaking of that character. 



CCCLX IV.— MISOELLANEOtr^ PAPHS, ; 

*‘l. Fifty Sepoys (and their officers) ^ith Colours and Trumpets, 4 aBreast. 

‘‘2. Sixteen .of the Covernment Sepoys in Liveries, with an officer, two and 
two. 

‘'3. Four state torses Single, each Led by two Servants in Livery. 

4. Sixraen of the Grovernment Sepoys as before. 

‘^5. The Chariott of State with a pair of Horses, with a Servant in Livery on 
each Side. 

6. The Gompanya 'Pwr^oB^ two a Breast. 

“ 7. The Black Merchants, two and two on Foot. 

“ 8. Fifty G-renadiers with their officers, Four a Breast. 

9. The Gompanys Junior Servants on foot, with half Pikes, two and two, the 
youngest first, but Led by the Eldest. 

“10. Twelve of the Gompanys Covenant Servants on Horseback, tbe Juniors 
fii'st, two and two, with their Swords drawn, led by Messrs. PhiMiIPS and 
Horne, the English Standard carried in the Centre by Mr. Styles. 

“11. The Government Factors, Free Merchants, Comodore and Europe Com- 
manders in PaUankeens, with their Servants, two and two, proceeding according 
to their Station. 

“ 12. Two Masters of the Ceremonies on Horseback, with two Servants each. 

“13. The Oounciil in PaUankeens, with their Servants two and two, the 
youngest first. 

“ 14. The advance Guard of Pour Troopers with Swords drawn, two and tvro. 

“15, The Government Sepoys in Liveries, two and two. 

“ 16. Four Ohuhdars,^ 

“17. The Marshall. 

“ 18, The Govebnoitr!^ in his Pallakecn with four Pages of Honour, two on 
each sides bare, in Atlass Coats. 

“19. The Troop of Horse. 

20. Fifty Sepoys. 

“ The Granadiers drawing up in the Bunder, and the Companys Servants on 
Horseback and Troopers at the gate, the President passed thrO in his Pallakeen, 
the Gentlemen of Councill entring before on Foot, and alight at the Sea Gate, 
and in the Arch thereof raceived the FMrmaund from Captain Bobdam in a 
BandoAje^ couered with a rich piece of Atlass, lifting the same to his head, when 
the President seated himself in his Chair of State, and Causing the PMrmaunds 
to be placed before him on a velvet stool, the Gentlemen of the Councill Sitting 
on each side of Mm, and the rest of them in order within the Gateway, the 
Goorzelurdar fronting him, he drank his Indostan Majesty’s health, and 
Prosperity to the affairs of the Right Honble : Company, under a Discharge of 
small arms and Artillery from the Castle and Ships in the Road, and then 
Returned in like manner as he came, concluding the Hight with an Entertain- 
ment to all the prinoipall English inhabitants.” 


^ A word used in Western India 
prabhu, a lord or chief. 



honorifically for a native writer ; Sanskrit, 
2 Silver-sticks; literally “ stick-bearers.” 

^ Port. Bandcja^ a kind of tray. 
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